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TO THE REVEREND 

JOHN LODGE, M. A. 

FELLOW OF MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 

librarian to the university of 
cambridge. 

My Dear Friend, 

Most grateful it is to me, at all times, 
to bear in remembrance those pleasant 
discussions in which we were wont so fre- 
quently to indulge, relating to the Libra- 
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U DEDICATION. 

BiEs upon the Continent : — ^but more than 
ordinarily gratifying to me was that moment, 
when you told me, that, on crossing the 
Rhine, you took the third rolume of my 
Tour under yotu* arm, and on reaching the 
Monasteries of Molk and Gottwic, gave an 
oti^hand translation to the venerable Bene- 
dictine Inmates of what I had recorded 
concerning their M SS. and Printed Books, 
and tiheir hospitable reception of the Au- 
dior. I studiously concealed from You, at 
the time, the whole of the gratification 
which that intelligence imparted ; resolving 
however that, should this work be deemed 
worthy of a second edition, to dedicate tiiat 
republication to Yourself. Accordingly, 
it now comes forth in its present form, 
much enhanced, in the estimation of its 
Author, by the respectability of the name 
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DEDICATION. lU 

prefixed to this Dedication ; and wishing 
you many years enjoyment of the honour^ 
able public situation with which you have 
been recently, and so deservedly, invested, 
allow me to subscribe myself, 

Your a&ctionate 

and obliged Friend, 

T. F. DIBDIN. 

Wyndhatn Place, 
June 30, 1809. 
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PREFACE 



THE SECOND EDITION. 



If I had chosen to introduce myself to the 
greatest possible advantage to the reader, in 
this Preface to a Second Edition of the " Biblio- 
graphical, ^Antiquarian, and Picturesque Tour" 
I could not have done better than have bor- 
rowed the language of those Foreigners, who, by 
a translation of the Work (however occasionally 
vituperative their criticisms) have, in fact, con- 
ferred an honour upon its Author. In the midst 
of censure, sometimes dictated by spite, and 
sometimes sharpened by acrimony of feeling, 
it were in my power to select passages of com- 
mendation, which would not less surprise the 
Reader than they have done myself: while the 
history of this performance may be said to ex- 
hibit the singular phenomenon, of a traveller. 
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usually lauding^ the countries through which he 
passes, receiyiug in return the reluctant appro- 
bation of those whose institutions, manners, and 
customs, have been pnused by him. It is ad- 
mitted, by the most sedulous and systematic 
of my opponents — M. Crapelet— that " con- 
sidering the quantity and quality of the orna- 
ments and engravings of this Tour, one is 
surprised that its cost is so moderate,"* 

" Few books (says the Bibliographer of 
Dijon) have been executed with greater luxury. 
It is said that the expenses of printing and en- 

* M. Crapelet is of course speaking of the pretioo» 
edition of the 'four. He continues thus i "M. Dibdin.dans 
eon voyage en Ftance, a Tisit^ nos d^partemens de ToueBt 
et de Test, toutes leurs principales villes, preaqtte tous les 
lieux remarquables par lea antiquit^s, par les monumens, 
par les beauty du site, ou par les souvenirs faistoriques. D 
a visits les chftteaux, le^ ^gUaes, les ch^iellei ; U a 6b6etr€ 
SOB mtturs, nos coutumes, nos habitudes -, il a examine Dos 
Hushes et nos premiers Cabinets de curiosity ; il s'est con- 
centre dans nos Biblioth6ques. ~ U parle de notre litt^ature 
el des hommes de lettres, des arts et de nog artistes ; il cri- 
ti^ne lea pertbtanM caaaae les cfaoses ; il kme quefapiefins, 
A (daiaaolc souv^t ; la vivacity de son esprit I'^are preaqoe 
ttn^ours." A careful perusal of the notes in this edition 
will shew that my veracity has not "almost always led me 
astray." 
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graving amounted to 6000/.— to nearly 140.000 
franks of our money. It inust be admitted 
that England is the only country in which such 
an undertaking could be carded into eflfect. 
Who in France would dare to risk such a sum 
^-especially for three, volumes in octavo } He 
would be rained, if he did."* I quote these 
passages simply to shew under what extraor- 
dinary obliquity of feeling those gentlemen 
must have set down to the task of tmu^tion 
and abuse — of that vrry work, which is here 
admitted to contsun such splendid representa- 
tions (tf the " bibliograplucal, antiquarian, and 
picturesque" beauties of their country. 

A brief account of this foreign travail may 
be acceptable to the curious in literary history. 
MoNS. LicQUBT, the successor of M. Gourdin, 
as Chief Librarian to the Public Librai-y at 
Rouen, led the way in the work of warfare. He 
translated the ninth Letter relating to that 
Public Library ; of which translation especial 
mention is made at p. 99, post- This version 
was printed in 1821, for private distribution; 

* Gabriel Peicnot ; Variitis, Notices el Rareth Biblio- 
prapkiqttei, 1833, 8do. p. 4. 
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xviii PREFACE. 

and only 100 copies were struck off. M. Cra- 
pelet, in whose office it was printed, felt the 
embers of discontent rekindled in his bosom as 
it passed through his press ; and in the follow- 
ing year he also stepped forward to discharge 
an ari-ow at the Traveller. Like his predecessor, 
he printed but a limited number ; and as I have 
more particularly remarked upon the spirit of 
that version by way of " Introduction" to the 
original letter, in vol. ii. 209, &c. I sh^l not 
waste the time of the Reader by any notice of 
it in the present place. These two partial trans- 
lators united their forces, about two years 
afterwards, and published the whole of the 
Tour, as it related to France, in four octavo 
■volumes, in 1825. The ordinary copies were 
sold for 48 francs, the large paper for 112 
francs per copy. The wood-cuts only were 
republished by them. Of this conjoint, and 
more enlarged production, presently. 

Encouraged by the examples of Messi'S. 
Ijcquet and Crapelet, a Bookbinder of the 
name of Lesn^ (whose poem upon his '* Craft," 
published in 1 820, had been copiously quoted 
and commended by me in the previous edition) 
chose to plant his foot within this arena of con- 
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troversy, and to address a letter to me, to 
which bis model, M. Crapelet, was too happy 
to give circulation through the medium of his 
press.* To that letter the following metrical 
lines are prefixed ; which the Reader, would 
scarcely forgive me if I feiled to amuse him by 
thei^ introduction in this place. " Lesni, Re- 
iienr Francois, h Mons. T. F. DihMn, Mtnistre 
de la Religion, 8^.' 

Arec un ris moqueur, je crois vous voir d'ici, 
]>^(laigDeuaeinent dire : £h, que veut cdni-ci i 
Qu'oi-je doac de commuii avec un vil artiste } 
Un ouvrier fran^ais, un BibUopigitte ? 
Ose-t-on ravaler un Ministre ^ ce point } 
Que me vent ce Lemi ? Je ne k connais point. 

Je crois me souvenir qu*i mon voyage en Fnmce, 
Avec sea panvres vers je nouai connaissance. 
Mais c'est si peu de chose un po^te k Paris ! 

Savez-vouB bien, Monsieur, pourquoi je vous feris ! 
C'est que je crois avoir le droit de vous ^crire. 
Fussiez-voua cent foia plus qu'on ne saurait le dire, 
Je vois dans on Ministre un liomme tel que moi ; 
Devant Dieu je crois mfime £tre I'^gal d'un roi. 

The Letter however is in prose, with some 
very few exceptions ; and it is just possible 
that the indulgent Reader may endure a speci- 

* Lettre dun Retieur Firancait & un BibUographe jlttglait; 
A Parit, de f/mjwimerie rfe Crapeht, 18S«, 8vo. p.p; 88. 
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XK PREFACE. 

men or two of the prose of M. Lesn^, as readily 
fi^ be has that of his poetry. These spedroens 
ai% equally delectable, of their kind. Imme- 
diately after the preceding poetical burst, the 
French Bibliop^st continues thus: 

D'^r^ cet exorde, vous pensez sans doute que, bien 
convaincu de ma dignit^ d^omme, je me crab en droit de 
Toua dire fcandiemeDt ma 61900 de penser; je Tovs b 
dirai. Monsieur. Si vous dirigiezun journal bibUognipfaiquej 
que Tous fissiez, en un mot, le metier de jounialiate, je send 
peu surpria de voir dans voire Trentftme Lettre, une foule 
de choses basaid^es, de mauvais calembourgs, de grosali- 
ret^fl, que nous ne rencontrona mSme pas chez nos jouma- 
listes du dernier ordre, ea cequ'ila savent mieux leur monde, 
etques'ilslancent uneepigramme, fCit'diefouaae, eHeestau 
moins finement toum^. Maia voua Ctea Arolais, et par 
cel^ senl dispense Bans doute de cette politesae qni distingue 
si heureusement notre nation de la vfttre, et que vos com- 
patriotes n'acquilrent pour la plfipart qu'sprfes un long 
il^jour en France." p. 6. 

Towards the latter part oi this most for- 
midable " Tentatnen Criticnm," the irritable 
author breaks out thus — " Cest une maladie 
Fran^aise de vonloir toujours imiter les An- 
glais } ceux-ct, k lenr tour, commencent k en 
fitre attdnts." p. 19. A little ferther it is thus : 
"Enfin c'est en imitant qu'on reussit presque 
toujours mal ; vous en Stes encore una prenre 
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^vidente. J'm vii en beauconp d'endroits de votre 
Lettre, que vous avez voulu imiter Sterne;* 
qii'est-il arriv^ ? Vous 6tes re8t6 au-dessous de 
hii, comme tous les Imitateurs de ndtre bon La 
Fontaine sont Testes en degk de rimmortel 
Fabuliste." p. 20. But most especially does the 
sensitive M. Lesn^ betray his surprise and 
ap[H%hen«on, oa a gratuitous suf^osition — 
thrown Ottt by me, by way of pleasantry — ^that 
" Mr. Charles Lewis was going over to Paris, 
to establish there a modem School of Book- 
binding." M. Ijcsn^ thus wratbfiilly dilates 
upon this supposition : 

" Je me garderai bien de passer sous silence la demi^re 
partie de votre Lettre; itrt bruit asiez Strange est venu 
jutqu'i vous i et Charles Lewis doit vous qiiitter pour qoel- 
que temps pour 6tablir en France une 6cole de rdiure 
d'apres les piincipes du gdut anglais ; nms vous croyez, 
dites-Tous, que ce projet est s&rement cbim^que, ou que, 
si on le tentait, il serait de conrte dur^e. 



* It is a little curious that M. Lean^ has not been sin- 
gular in this supposition. My amiable and excellent inend 
SI. SdiweigluBuser of Strasbourg liad the stuue notion: at 
least, he told me that the s^le of the Tour very frequently 
r^nioded him of that of Sterne. I can only say— and say 
very honestly — that I as much thought (^ Sterne as I did of 
. . . William Caxton ! 
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uii PREFACE. 

Four cette fbis, Monsieur, TOtre pronostic aerut tr^s 
juste ; cette d-marche serait une folie : il faudrait s'abuser 
sur rengouement des amateurs fTan9ai9, et ceux qui soat 
atteints de cette maladie ne sont paa en aasez grand nombre 
pour Boutenir un pareil itablisflement. Oui, Ton aime votre 
genre de reliure ; mais on aime lea reliurea, fa^on anglaise, 
feites par lea Fran^us. Pensez-vous done, ou Charlea 
Lewis pense-t-il, qu'il n'y ait plus d'eaprit national en 
France? 

AUe'z, le sang Fran^UK coole encore dans nos reinea ; 

Nous pourrona ^prouver des malhoira et des peines. 

Que nouB devrons pent 6tre & vous autres Anglius ; 

Mais nous voulons rester, nous resterons, Frau^fus ! 

Ainsi, que Charles Lewis ne se derange pas ; qu'il cesse, 
s'il les a commences, les pr^paratifs de sa descente ; qu'U 
ne prive pas ses compatriotes d'un artiste soi-disant inimit- 
able. Nous en arons ici qui le valent, et.qoi se teront un 
plaisir de perp^teur parmi nous le bon gftut, I'^l^gance, et 
la noble simplicity p. 25.* 



* Copious as are the above quotations, from the thoroughly 
original M. Le3n6, I cannot resbt the risking of the reader's 
patience and good opinion, by the subjoining of the follow- 
ing passage — ^with which tile brochure concludes. "D'aprfes 
la multitude de choses hasard^s que contient votre Lettre, 
vous en aurez probablement re^u quelques unes de personnes 
que Tous aurez choqu^ plus que moi; qui vous devrais 
plutdt des remercimens pour avoir pris la peine de traduire 
quelques pages de mon ouvrage ; mais U n'en est pas de 
m^me de bien des gens, et cela ne doit pas les engager & 
6tre autant communicatif avec vous, si vous reveniez en 
France. Je souhaite, dans ce dernier caSj que tons les typo- 
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So iDucfa for M. Lesn^. I have briefly noticed 
M. Peignot, the Bibliographer of Dijon. That 

graphes, les bibliothbcaires, les biblio^ostes, lea bibliogra- 
phes, les bibliolathes, lea bibliomanes, les btblophiles, les 
biblioptJes, ceux qui exercent la bibliuguiancie et lea biblio- 
p^stes meme, soient pour vous autont de bibliotaphes ; 
voua tie seriez plus St mSme de critiquer ce que vous sauriez 
et ce que vous ne sauriez pas, conune vous I'aviez si souvent 
fait incoiisid6r£ment : 

Mais tous vos proc^d^s ne nous ^tonnent pas, 

Cest le sort des Fran^ais de faire dbs ingratb ; 

On lea voit servir ceus qui leur furent nuiaiblea ; 

Je cTois que sur ce point ils sont incorrigibles. 
Je vous avouerai cependant que je suis loin d'etre ftich^ 
de vous voir en agir ainsi envers mes compatriotes : je de- 
sirerais que beaucoup d' Anglais Gssent de m£me ; cela pour- 
rait d^sangliciser ou d^sanglomaniser les Fraa^ais. Vous, 
Monsieur, qui aimez les mots nouveaux, aidez-moi, je vous 
prie, Jl franciser, h purifier celui-ci. Quant ii moi 

Je ne fiis pas nourri de Grec et de Latin, 

J' appris ii veilkr tard, k me lever matin. 

La nature est le livre oil je fia mes 6tudes, 

Et tous ces mots nouveaux me semblent long-temps rudes ; 

Je trouve qu'on ne pent trfes bien les prononcer 

Sans affectation, au moins sans grimacer ; 

Que tous cea mots tir&9 des langues ^trangferea, 

Devraient 6tre I'objet de critiques s^vferea, 

TBitea done de I'eaprit en depit du bon sens. 

On vous critiquera ; quant ii moi j'y conaens. 

Je tenninerai Mtte longue Lettre de deux mani^res : k 
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worthy wight has made the versioDS of my 
Ninth and Thirtieth Letters (First Edition) by 
M. M. Licquet and Crapelet, the substratum of 
his first broch\ire entitled Varidtds, Notices et 
Raretds BibUographiques, Paris, 1822 : it being 
a supplement to his previous Woric of Curiosity 
Bibliographigues."* It is not. always agreeable 
for an Author to have his Works reflected 
through the medium ofatranslation; espedally 
where the Translator suffers a portiim, however 
small, of his own atrabiliousness, to be mixed 
up with the work translated : nor is it always 

I'anglaise, en vous souhaitatit le boo jour ou le bon aoir, 
■uivant I'heure k laquelle vous la recevrez ; ^ la fran^aiee, 
«n vous priaut de me croire, 

Monaieur, 
Votre tr^ humble serviteur, 

LESNE. 
* The above brochure consists of two Letters ; each to 
an anonymous bibliographical " ConfreTe :" one is upon the 
subject of M. Crapelet's version — the other, upon that of 
M. Licquet's version — of a portion of the Tout. The noljce 
of the Works of the Author of the Tour ; a list of the prices 
for which the Books mentioned in it have been sold ; a 
Notice of the " Hours of Charlemagne" (see vol. ii. 199) 
and some account of the late Mr. Porson " Librarian of the 
London Institution" — form the remaining portion of this 
little volume of about 160pages. Forthe "Curiosit^s Bib- 
Uographiques," consult the BibUomania, pp. 90, 91, &c.'&c. 
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safe for a third person to judge of the merits 
of the original through such a medium. Much 
allowance must therefore be made for M. 
Peignot ; who, to say the truth, at the conclu- 
sion of his labours, seems to think that he has 
waded through a great deal of dirt of some 
kind or other, which might hare been better 
avoided ; and that, in consequence, some ge- 
neral declaration, by way of wiping off" a 
portion of the adhering mud, is due to the 
original Author. Accordingly, at the end of 
his analysis of M. Ljcquet's version, (which 
forms the second Letter in the brochure) he 
does me the honour to dcTOte seven pages to 
the notice of ray humble lucubrations ; — and 
he prefaces this " Notice des Ouvrages de M. 
Dihdin^ by the following very handsome tri- 
bute to their worth : 

" S, dans les deux IJettrea oil nous avons rendu compte 
dea traductions partielles du voyage de M. D., nous avona 
partag^ I'opinion des deux estimaUe traducteurs, sur qud- 
quea eir^iTB et cpidquas inconvenascea ^bapp^ea a I'auteur 
anglais, nous sooomes bieu ^loign^ d'eurelopper dans le 
m^me bl&me, tout ce qui est sort£ de sa plume ; car il y 
aurtMt injustice a lui refuser des cmiiMiaai^ces trfes £teaidnes 
en histoiie Utt^aire, et en luUiograpliie : amis le disons 
franckement, il fimdroit fermer les yeux i la lumi^re, ou 
fitro d'une paitfaUt^ reroltaote, pour ne pas oimvenir que. 
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juste appr^ciateur de tous les trisors bibliographiques qu'il 
a le bonheur d'avoir sous la main, M. Dibdin en a &it con- 
noitre en d^tul toute la richesse dans de nombreux d'ouv- 
rages, ou tr^ souvent le luxe d' Erudition se trouve en bar- 
monie avec le luxe typographique qu'il y a ^tal^." 

At the risk of incurring the imputation of 
vanity, I annex the preceding extract ; because 
I am persuaded that the candid Reader will 
appreciate it in its pr&per light. I might, had 
I chosen to do so, have lengthened the extract 
by a yet more complimentary passage: but 
enough of M. Peignot — ^who, so far from suffer- 
ing ill will or acerbity to predominate over a 
kind disposition, hath been pleased, since his 
publication, to write to me a very courteous 
Letter,* and to solicit a " continuance of my 
favours." 

Agreeably to the intimation expressed in a 
preceding page, I am now, in due order, to 
notice the labours of my translators M. M. 
LiCQUBT and Crapelet. Their united version 
appealed in 1825, in four octavo volumes, of 
which the small paper was but indifferently 

* This tetter accompanied another Work of M. Peignot, 
relating to editions and translations of tfae Roman Classics :-— 
and as the reader will find, in the ensuing pages, that I hare 
been sometime past labouring under the frightful, but popular. 
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well printed.* The preface to thefii'St two vo- 
lumes is by M. Licqnet : and it is not divested 
of point and merit. It begins by attacking the 
QMorterly Review, (June 1821, p. 147.) for its 
severity of animadversion on the supposed 
listlessness and want of curiosity of the French 
in exploring the architectural antiquities of 
their country ; and that, in consequence of such 
supinenes9, the English, considering them as 
their own property, have described them ac- 
cordingly. " Tlie decision (says the French 
translator) is severe ; happily it is without ^ 
foundation." After having devoted several 
pages to observations by way of reply to that 

mania of Autookaphs, I subjoin with no small satisfaction a ' 
fec-aimile of the Autogrtq)h of this enthusiastic and most 
^ligent Bibliographer. 




' See page xviii. ante; 
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critical Journal^ M. licquet conlinuea thus : — 
unless I have unintentionally misrepresented 
him. 

" The Englishman vho travels in Kormandy, meets, at 
every step, with reminiscences of hie kings, his ancestors, 
his institutions, aad hb customs. Churches yet staading, 
after the lapse of seven centuries ; majestic ruins ; tomba~ 
eren to the very sound of the clock — aU unite in affecting, 
here, the heart of a British subject : every thing seems to 
tell him that, in fonner times, heke vas bis country ; here 
the residence of his sovereigns ; and here the cradle of his 
manners. This was ^ore than suiScient to enflame the lively 
imagination of Mr. D. and to decide hira to visit, in person, 
a country already explored by a great number of hts country- 
men ; but he conceived that his narrative should embody 
other topics than those which ordinarily appeared In the 
text of his predecessors. 

" His work then is not only a description of castles, 
towns, churches, pubUc monuments of every kind : — it is 
not only a representation of the general aspect of the country, 
as to its picturesque appearances — hut it is an extend^, 
minute, though occasionally inexact, account of public and 
private libraries ; with reflections upon certain customs of 
the country, and upon the character of those who inhabit it. 
It is in short the personal history of the author, throughout 
the whole length of his journey. Not the smallest incident, 
however indiffuent, but vrbat has a place in the letters of 
the Biblic^prtqpber. Thus, he mentions every Inn where he 
stops : recommends or scolds the landlord— according to 
his civility or exaction. Has the author passed a bad night ? 
the reader is sure to know it on the following morning. On 
the other hand, has he had a good night's rest in a comfort- 
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&1)le'bed? [dans un lit comfortable?'] We are as sure to 
know this alao, as soon as he awakes : — and thus far we are 
relieved from anxiety about the health of the traveller. 
Cold and heat — fine weather and bad weather — every varia- 
tion of atmosphere is scrupulously recorded." 

What immediately follows, is unworthy of 
M . Licquet ; because it not only implies a 
charge of a heinous description — accusing me 
of an insidious intrusion into domestic circles, 
a violation of confidence, and a systematic de- 
rision of persons and things — but because the 
French translator, exercising that sense and 
shrewdness which usually distinguish him, 
MUST have known that such a charge could 
not have been founded in fact. He must have 
known that any gentleman, leaving England 
with those letters which brought me in con- 
tact with some of the first circles on the Con- 
tinent, MUST have left it without leaving his 
character behind him; and that such a cha- 
racter could not, in the natural order of things 
— seen even through the sensitive medium of a 
French critic — have been guilty of the gross- 
ness and improprieties imputed to me by M. 
Licquet. I treat therefore this " damnation in 
wholesale" with scorn and contempt: and 

VOL. I. b 
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hasten to impress the reader with a more fti- 
vourable opinion of my Norman translator. 
He will have it that 

" thfe English Traveller's imagination is lively and ardent 
— and bis apint, that of raillery and lightness. He examines 
as he runs along ; that is to say, he does not give himself 
time to examine; he examines ill; he deceiveB himself j 
and he suhjects his readers to be deceived with him. He 
traverses, at a hard trot, one of the most ancient towns in 
France ; puts his head out of his carriage window— and boldly 
decides that the town is of the time of Frand« I." !* p. xviij. 

There is pleasantry, and perhaps some little 
truth, in this vein of observation j and it had 
been better, perhaps, for the cre<fit of the good 
taste and gentleman-like feeling of Mons. Lic- 
quet, if he had uniformly nuuntfuned his char 
racier in these respects. I have however, in 
the subsequent pages,-}- occasionally grappled 
with my annotator in proving the fallacy, or 
the Trant of charity, of many of his animadver- 
sions ; and the reader probably may not be 

* M. Ltcquet goes on to afford an exemplification of 
tliis precipitancy of conjecture, in my having construed the 
word jillemagtie — a village near to Caen — by iheX of Ger- 
many, I refer the reader to p. 168 post, to shew with what 
perfect frankness I have admitted and corrected this " A>ppo- 
potamot" error. 

t More especially at pages 82, 100, 367. 
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displeased, if, by way of " avant propoe," I in- 
dulge him here Trith a specimen of th»D— 
taken from his pre&ce. M. Ucquet says, that 
I "create scenes; arrange a drama-; trace 
characters ; imagine a dialogue, frequently in 
FVench — and in what French — graciouB God I 
—in assigning to postilions a ridiculous lan- 
guage, and to men of the world the language 
of postilions." These be sharp words:* but 
what does the Reader imagine may be the pro- 
* bable " result" of the English Traveller's inad-* 
verteneiea ? ; . . A re^t, (•■' gracious Heaven T) 
very little anticipated by the author. Let him 
ponder well upon the awfiil language wliich 
ensues. " What (says M. Ucquet) will quickly 
be the result, with us, of such indiscretions 
as those of which M. Dibdin is guilty ? The 
necessity of shutting our ports, or at least 
of placing a ouarp upon our lips T There is 

* " Sharp" IS Hiey may be, diey are softened, in some 
measure, by the admbgioB of my bitterest annotator, M. 
Crapdet, that " I speak and understand the French language 
weQ." ToL ii. p. 253. It is painful and unusual with me to 
have recourse to such apparently self-complimentaiy laii< 
guage ; hut when an adversary drives one into a comer, 
and win not allow of &ir space and far play, one must fight 
with fleet as well as with hands . . ." manibus pedibusque". . . 
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some consolation however left for me, in ba^ 
lancing this tremendous denunciation by M. 
Licquet's eulogy of my good qualities — ^which 
a natural diffidence impels me to quote in the 
original words of their author. 

" A Keu De plajse, toutefois, que j'accuae id le csur de 
M. Dibdin. Je n'ai jomus eu Hionneur de le voir : je ne le 
coniuiiB que par ses ecrits ; principalement poi aon Splendiek 
Tour, et je ne balance pas it declarer que I'auteur doit 6tre 
dou£ d'une ame honngte, et de ces qualit^s fondamentales 
qui constituent rhomme de bien. 11 pr^f^re sa eroyance ; 
noais il respecte la croyance des autres ; son Erudition parait 
. . ..* rari^. Son amotir pour les antiquit^s est immenge ; 
et par antiquit^s j'entends ici tout ce qui est antique ou seule- 
ment ancien, quellesque eoient d'aiUeurs la nature et la 
fbraie des olgets." Pref. p. w. xvij. 

Once more; and to conclude with M. Licquet. 
After these general observations upon the Text 
of the Tour, M. Licquet favours us with the 
following— upon the Plates. " These plates 
(says he) are intended to represent some of the 
principal monuments, the most beantiiul land- 
scapes, and the most remarkable persons, com- 
prehending even the servants of an inn. If 
talent be sought in these Engravings, it will 

* This hialus must not be filled by the Author : 
.... "baud equidon tali me di^or honore." 
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doubtless be found ia them ; but strangers 
must not seek for fidelity of representation 
from what is before their eyes. The greater 
number of the Deagns are, in some sort, ideal 
compositions, which, by resembling every thing, 
resemble nothing in particular: and it is worthy 
of remark that the Artist, in imitation of the 
Author, seems to have thought that he had 
only to shew himself clever, without troubling 
himself to he/atth/ui.'" To this, I reply in the 
very words of M. Licquet himself: "the deci- 
sion is severe ; luckily it is unjust." The only 
portions of the designs of their skilful author, 
which may be taxed with a tendency to ex- 
travagance, are the groups : which, when ac- 
companied by views of landscapes, or of monu- 
ments, are probably too profusely indulged in ; 
but the individuals, constituting those groups, 
belong precisely to the country in which they 
are represented. In the first and second vo- 
lumes they are French ; in the third they are 
Germans — all over. Will M. Licquet pretend to 
say that the churches, monasteries, streets, and 
buildings, with which the previous Edition'of 
this Tour is so elaborately embellished, have 
the slightest tendency to imagined scenery } 
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If he do, his (^ics must be pecuHarly his 
own. I have, in a subsequent page, (p. 34, 
note) slightly alluded to the cost and risk at- 
tendant on the Platei^ ; but I may confidently 
affirm, from experience, that two thirds of 
the expense incurred would have secured the 
same sale at the same price. However, the 
die' is cast ; and the voice of lamentation is 
fruitless. 

I now come to the consideration of M. Lic- 
quet's coadjutor, M. Crapelbt. Although the 
line of conduct pursued by that very singular 
gentleman, be of an infinitely more crooked 
description than that of his Predecessor, yet, in 
this place, I shall observe less respecting it ; 
inasmuch as, in the subsequent pages, (pp. 209, 
245, 253, 400, ^c.) the version and annotations 
of M. Crapelet have been somewhat minutely 
discussed. Upon the spirit which could give 
rise to such a version, and such umotatioDs, I 
will here only observe, that it very much resem- 
bles that of searchers of our street-pavements; 
who, with long nails, scrape out the dirt from 
the interstices of the stones, with the hope of 
makinga discovery of some lost treasure which , 
may compensate the toil of perseverance. The 
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love of lucre may, or may not, have influenced 
my Parisian transkitor ; but the love of disco- 
very of latent error, imd of e^wsure of venial 
transgression, has undoubtedly, from begin- 
ning to end, excited his zeal and perseverance. 
That carping spirit, which shuts its eyes upon 
what is liberal and kind, and withholds its 
assent to what is honourable and just, it is the 
distinguished lot— and, perhaps, as the trans- 
lator may imagine, the distinguished felidty 
— ofM. Crapelet to possess. Never was greater 
reluctance displayed in admitting even the 
palpable truths of a text, than what is displayed 
in the notes of M . Crapelet : and whenever a 
concurring sentiment comes from him, it seems 
to exude like his heart's life-blood. Having 
already answered, in detail, hia separate pub- 
lication confined to my 30th Letter* — (the 8tb 
of the second volume, in this edition) and hav- 
ing replied to those animadversions which ap- 
pear in his translatiott of the whole of the 
second volume, in this edition — ^it remains here 
only to consign the Translator to the careful 
and impartial consideration of the Reader, 

* See vol. ii. p. SlO-ll. 
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who, it is requested, may be umpire between 
both parties. Not to admit that the text of this 
Edition is in many places improved, from the 
suggestions of my Translators, by corrections 
of "Names of Persons, Places, and Things," 
would be to betray a stubbornness or obtusenras 
of feeling which certmnly does not enter into 
the composition of its author. 

I now turn, not without some little anxiety, 
yet not wholly divested of the hope of a favour- 
able issue, to the character and object of the 
Edition HERE presented to the Public. It will 
be evident, at first glance, that it is greatly 
*• shorn of its beams" in regard to graphic de- 
corations and t3rpographical splendour. Yet 
its garb, if less costly, is not made of coai"8e 
materials : for it has been the wish and aim of 
the Publishers, that this impression should rank 
among books worthy of the uistinouished 
PHESs from which it issues. Nor is it unadorned 
by the sister art of Engraving ; for, although 
on a reduced scale, some of the repeated plates 
may even dispute the palm of superiority with 
their predecessors. Several of the Groups, 
executed on copper in the preceding edition, 
have been executed on wood in the present : 
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and it 18 for tbe learned in these matters to 
decide upon their relative merits. To have 
attempted portraits upon wood, would havQ 
inevitably led to failure. There are however a 
few NBW PLATBs, which cannot fwl to elicit the 
Porchaser's particular attention. Of these, the 
portruts of the Abbd de la Rue (procured through 
the kind offices of my excellent friend Mr. 
Douce), and the Comte de Brierme, the Gold 
Medal of Louis XII. the Stone Pulpit of Stras- 
bourg Cathedral, taid the Prater near Vienna — 
are particularly to be noticed.* This Edition has 
also another attraction, rather popular in the 
present day, which may add to its recommenda- 
tion even with those possessed of its precursor. 
It contains fac-similes of the Autographs of 
several distinguished Literati and Artists upon 
the Continent ;-(• who, looking at the text of the 

* See vol. i. p. 186, vol. ii. pp. 49, 296, 392. The otiier 
fresh plates are. Portrait of the Avthor, frontispiece j Bird's- 
eye views of the MoTualeries of St. Peter't, Sahbvrg, and of 
Molk : vol. iii. pp. 195, 248, 381, Black Eagle Inn, Munich, 
p. 156. But the Reader wiU be pleased to examine the Litt 
of Plates prefixed — in a preceding page. 

+ Among: these distinguished Literati, I here enrol with 
peculiar satisfaction the names of the Marquis de Cha- 
TBAuoiROM and Mons. Dukand De Lancon. No opportu- 
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vork through a less jaundiced medium than 
the Parisian translator, have continued a cor- 
respondence with the Author, upon the most 
friendly terms, since its puhlication. llie accu- 
racy of these lac-similes must be admitted, even 
by the parties themselves, to be indisputable. 
Among them, are several, executed by hands . . 
which now cease to guide the pen ! I had long 
and fondly hoped to have been gratified by in- 
creasing testimonies of the warmth of heart 
which had directed several of the pens in ques- 
tion — hoped . . . even agmnst the admonition of 
a pagan poet . . . 

" ViUe stunma brevU spem dob vetat inchoare lonoau.'' 

But such hopes are now irretrievably cut off; 
and the remembrance of the past must solace 
the anticipations of the iiiture. 

So much respecting the decorative depart- 
ment of this new edition of the Tour. I have 

uity baving occurred in the subsequent pages to incorporate 
foe-similes of the Autographs of these distinguished Biblio- 
phiki, they are annexed in the present place. 
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now to request the Reader's attention to a few 
pcHnts more immediately eomiected with what 
may be considered its intrmsk worth. In the 
first place, it may be pronomiced to be an Edi- 
tion both abridged and enlarged: abridged, as 
regards the leilgthiness of description of many 
of the MSS. and Printed Books — and enlarged, 
as respects the addition of many notes ; partly 
of a controversial, and partly of an obituary, 
description. The " Antiquarian and Kctu- 
resque" portions remain nearly as heretofore ; 
and upon the whole I doubt whether the ampu- 
tation of matter has extended beyond an eighth 
of what appeared in the previous edition. It 
had long ago been suggested to me — ^from a 
quarter too high and respectable to doubt the 
wisdom of its decision — that the Contents of 
this Tour should be made known to the Public 
through a less costly medium : — ^that the ob- 
jects described in it were, in a measure, new 
and interesting — but that the high price of the 
purchase rendered it, to themajority of Readers, 
an inaccessible pubUcation. I hope that these 
objections are fully met, and successfully set 
aside, by the Work in its present form. 
To have produced it, wholly divested of orna- 
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meat, would have been as foreign to my habits 
as repugnant to my feelings. I hare therefore, 
as I wonld willingly conclude^ hit npon the 
happy medium — between sterility and excess 
of decoration. 

After all, the greater part of the ground here 
trodden, yet continues to be untrodden ground 
Xo the public. I am not acquainted with any 
publication which embraces all the objects here 
described; nor can I bring myself to think 
that a perusal of the first and third volumes 
may not he unattended with gratification of a 
peculiar description, to the lovere of antiquities 
and picturesque beauties. The second volume 
is rather the exclusive province of the Biblio- 
grapher. In retracing the steps here marked 
out, I will not be hypocrite enough to dissemble 
a sort of triumphant feeling which accompanies 
a retrospection of the time, labour, and money 
devoted.. in doing justice, according to my 
means, to the attractions, and worth of the 
Conntries which these pages describe. Every 
such effort is, in its way, a national effort. 
Every such attempt unites, in stronger bonds, 
the reciprocities of a generous feeling between 
rival Nations ; and if my reward has not been 
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in wealth, it has been iuthe hearty commenda- 
tion of the enlightened and the good : " Mea 
me virtute involvo."* 

I cannot boast of the commendatory stnuns 
of public Journals in my own country. No in- 
tellectual steam-engine has been put in motion 
to manufacture a review of unqualified appro- 
bation of the Work now submitted to the 
public eye— at an expense, commensurate with 
the ordinary means of purchase. With the 
exception of an indirect and laudatory notice 
of it, in the immortal pages of the Author of 
Waverley, of the Sketch book, and of Reginald 
Dalton, this Tour has had to fight its way under 
tbe splendour of its own banners, and in the 
strength of its own cause. The previous Edition 
is now a scarce and a costly book. Its Succes- 
sor has enough to recommend it, even to the 

* It is more than a negative consolation to me, to have 
lived to see the day, that, although comparatively impove- 
rished, others have been enriched by my labours. When I 
noticed a complete get of my lucubrations on laroe papbb, 
valued at 250(. in a bookseller's catalogue, (Mr. Pickering's) 
and afterwards leomt that this set had found a Pubchaseb, I 
bad reason to think that I had " deserved veil" of the Litera- 
ture of my country : and I resolved to live " mihi carior" in 
consequence. 
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most fastidious collector, from the elegance of 
its type and decorations, and from the reason^ 
ableness of its price ; but the highest ambition 
of its author is, chat it may be a part of the 
furniture of every Circulating Library in the 
Kingdom. If he were not conscious that oood 
would result from its perusal, he would not 
venture upon such an avowal. " Felix Faus- 
TUHQUE Sit !" 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 

aintiquarian 
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PICTURESQUE TOUR. 
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The Notes peculiar to this Edition are dis- 
tinguished by being inserted between brackets : as 
thus :— [ ] 

•»* The Index is pkced at the end of the First 
Volume, for the purpoae of equallsiqg the size of 
the Volumes. 
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LETTER I. 

FASSAOE TO DIEPPE. 

Dieppe, ^praOO, 1818. 
At length then, my dear Friend, the long projected 
" BibUograpkical, Antiquarian, * and Picturesque 
Tour" 13 carried into execution ; and the Tourist ia 
safely landed on the shores of Normandy. " Voua 
voila done. Monsieur a Dieppe t" — exclaimed the land- 
lord of the Grand Hotel d'Angleterre — as I made my 
way through a vociferating crowd of old and young, of 
both sexes, with cards of addresses in their hands, 

* [Mons. Licqnet, ID7 translator, thioka, that in using' the 
word " jintigaaire" — as appears in the previous edition of this 
work, iocorporated in the gallideed sentence of " Voyage 
Bibliographique AntiguatTe.&C." — I have committed an error; 
as the word " Arckiologique" ought, in hia opinion, to have 
been adopted — and he supposes that he best expresses my 
meaning by its adoption. Such a correction may be better 
French; but " Archeeolo^cal" is not exactly what ia usually 
meant — in our language— by " Antiquarian."] 
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entreating me to take up my abode at their respective 

hotels But I know your love of method, and that 

you will be angry with me if I do not " be^ at the 
beginning," 

It waa surely on one of the finest of all fine days that 
I left my home, on the 14th of this present month, 
for the land of castles, churches, and ancient chivalry. 
The wind firom the south-east was blowing pretty 
smartly at the time ; but the sky was without a cloud, 
and I oould not but look upon the brilliancy of every 
external object as a favourable omen of the progress 
and termination of my tour. Adverse winds, or the 
indolence or unwillingness of the Capttun, detained us 
at Brighton two whole days — instead of safling, as we 
were led to expect, on the day following our arrival. 
We were to form the first ship's company which had 
visited France this season. On approaching our gal- 
lant little bark, the Nancy,* commanded by Captain 
Blaber, the anchor was weighed, and hoisting sail, 
we stood out to sea. The day began to improve upon 
us. The gloomy appearances of the morning gradually 
brightened up. A host of black clouds rolled heavily 
away. The sun at length shone in his full meridian 

* This smart little vegge], of about 70 tona burden, considered 
r.o be the fastest sailing packet from Dieppe, aurriTcd our voyage 
only about eighteen monthB, Het end had nearly proved fatal 
to every aoul on board of her. In a dark night, in the month of 
September, when bound for Dieppe, ahe was atruck by a heavy 
London brig. The creir was with difficulty saved — and the vessel 
went down within about twenty-five minutes after the shocli;. 
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PASSAGE TO DIEPPE. 3 

splendour, and the ocean sparkled as we cut through 
its emerald waves. Aa I supposed us to near the 
French coast, I strained my eyea to obtun an early 
glimpse of something in the shape of chff or jettie. 
But the wind continued determinedly in the south, 
east: the waves rose in larger masses; and our little 
vesHel threw up a heavy shower of foam as we entered 
on the various tacks. 

It is a grand sight — that vast, and apparently in- 
terminahle ocean — 



. maria undique et undique ccelum 1 



"We darted ftom Beechy Head upon a long tack for 
the French coast: and as the sun declined, we found 
it most prudent to put the Captain's advice, of going 
below, into execution. Then commenced all the 
miseries of the voyage. The moon had begun to 
assert her ascendancy, when, racked with torture and 
pain in our respective berths, a tremendous surge 
washed completely over the deck, sky-light, and bin- 
nacle: and dovm came, in consequence, drenched 
with the briny wave, the hardiest of out crew, who, 
till then, had ventured to linger upon deck. That 
crew was various ; and not vrithout a few of the natives 
of those shores which we were about to visit. 

To cut short my ship-narrative, suffice it only 
farther to say, that, towards midnight, we heard our 
Caption exclaim that he saw " the lights of Dieppe"— 
a joyful sound to us miserable wretches below. I well 
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remember, at this moment, looking up tonrards the 
deck with a cheerless eye, and perceiving the light of 
the moon still lingering upon the main-sail, — but I shall 
never forget how much more powerfully my sensations 
were excited, when, as the dawn of day made objects 
visible, I looked up, and saw an old wrinkle-visaged 
sailor, with a red night cap on, begirt with large blue, 
puckered, short petticoats — in possession of the helm 
— about to steer the vessel into harbour !• 

About seven we were all upon deck. The sea was 
yet Ewoln and agitated, and of a dingy colour: while 

.... heavily with clouds came on the day, 

as we slowly approached the outward harbour of 
Dieppe. A grey morning with drizzling rain, is not 
the best accompaniment of a first visit to a foreign 
shore. Nevertheless every thing was new, and strange, 
and striking ; and the huge crucifix, to the right, did 
not fail to make a very forcible impression. As we 
approached the inner harbour, the shipping and the 
buildings more distinctly presented themselves. The 
harbour is large, and the vessels are entirely mercan- 
tile, with a plentiful sprinkling of fishing smacks : but 
the manner in which the latter harmonized with (be 
tint and structure of the houses — the bustle upon 
shore— the casks, deal planks, ropes, and goods of 
every description upon the quays, — all formed a most 

" The English are not permitted to bring their own vesseh 
into harbDur— for obrious reasons. 
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animated and inteTesting scene. The population seemed 
countless, and chiefly females; whose high caps and 
enormous ear-rings, with the rest of their parapher- 
nalia, half persuaded me that instead of heing some few 
twent;-fi.ve leagues only &om our own white clifis, I 
had in fact dropt upon the Antipodes ! What a scene 
(said I to my companion) for our Calcott to depict ! * 
It was a full hour before we landed — saluted, and 
even ass^ed on all sides, with entreaties to come to 
certfun h&tels. We were not long however in fixing 
our residence at the Hotel d'Angleterre, of which the 
worthy Mons. De La Ruef is the landlord. 

■ [This "scene" has been, in tact, subsequentlf depicted by 
the nasUrlf pencil of J. M. W. Tcrnbb, Esq. R. A : and tlie pic- 
ture, in which almost all the powers of that surpriaing Artiat are 
ctmcentraled, was ktely offered for sale by public auction. How 
it was suffered to be bought in for three hundred and dghty jfui- 
ueas, is at once a riddle and a reproach to public taste.] 

+ [I learn that he is since beckabed. Thus the very first 
chapter of this eecond edition ha« to record an instance of the 
caanalties and mutabilities which the short space of ten yean has 
effected. Mons. De la Rue was a man of worth and of rirtne.] 
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LETTER 11. 

DIEPPE. FISHERIES. STREETS. CHITSCHES OF ST. lAQlTES 
AND ST. RBUY. DITIKE WORSBIF. MILITART MASS. 

The town of Dieppe cont^na a population of about 
twenty-thousand souls,* Of these, by much the greater 
ttationary part are females; arising from one third 
at least of the males being constantly engaged in the 
FISHERIES. As these fisheries are the main support 
of the inhabitants, it is right that you should know 
something about them. The herring fishery takes 
place twice a year ; in August and October. The 
August fishery is carried on along the shores of Eng- 
land and the North. From sixty to eighty vessels, of 
£rom tfrenty-five to thirty tons burthen each, with about 
fifteen men in each vessel, are usually employed. They 
are freighted with salt and empty barrels, for seasonmg 
and stowing the fish, and they return about the end of 

" [Mods. Licquet aa^ tfiat there were about 17.000 bouIb in 
1 824 ; so that the above number may be that of the amount of its 
preient population. " Seveml chuigeB (aaya my French trao». 
later] hare taken place at Dieppe Bince 1 bsw it; among the 
rest, there 'm a magnificent establishmeat of baths, where a 
crowd of people, of the fint distinction, every year reiaort. Her 
Royal HighneBB, the DucheBse de Bern, may be numbered among 
these Visitors.] 
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October. The herrings caught in August are con- 
siderably preferable to those caught in October. The 
October fishery is carried on with smaller vessels, along 
the coast of France £rom Boulogne to Havre. From 
one hundred and twenty, to one hundred and thirty 
vessels, are engaged in this latter navigation ; and the 
fish, which is smaller, and of inferior flavour to that 
caught upon the English coasts, is sent ahnoet entirely 
to die provinces and to Paris, where it is eaten fresh. 
So much for the herring.* 

The Mackarel fishery usually commences towards 
the month of July, along the coast of Picardy; be- 
cause, being a sort offish of passage, it gets into the 
channel in the month of April. It then moves towards 
the straits of Dover, as summer approaches. For this 
fishery they make use of large decked-vessels, from 
twenty to fi% tons burthen, manned with from twelve 
to twenty men. There are however Dieppe boats em- 
ployed in this fishery which go as far as the Scilly 
Islands and Ushant, towards the middle of April. 
They carry with them the salt requisite to season the 
fish, which are afl%rwards sent to Paris, and to the 
provinces in the interior of France. The cod fislxry 
is divided into the fresh and dried fish. The fijrmer 
con^ues from the beginning of February to the end 
of April — and the vessels employed, which go as far as 
Newfoundland, are two deckers, and from one hundred 

* [The common people to this ilay call a ii«rrtf^, a chsUof 
Dieppe. Licddet.] 
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to one hundred and fifty tons burthen — although, in 
fact, they rarely carry more than fifteen tons for fear 
of spoiling the fish. The dried-cod fishery is carried 
on in vessels of all sizes ; but it is essential that they 
be of a certain depth, because the fish is more cum- 
bersome than weighty. The vessels however usually 
set sul about the month of March or April, in order 
that they may have the advantage of the summer 
season, to dry the fish. There are vessels which go to 
Newfoundland laden with brandy, flour, beans, treacle, 
linen and woollen cloths, which they dispose of to the 
inhabitants of the French colonies in exchange for 
dried cod. This latter species of commerce may be 
carried on in the summer months — as late as July. 

In the common markets for retul trade, they are 
not very nice in the quality or condition of their fish ; 
and enormous conger eels, which would be Lastantly 
rejected by the middling, or even lower classes in 
England, are, at Dieppe, bought with avidity and re- 
lished with glee. A few francs will procure a dish of 
fish lai^e enough for a dozen people. The quays are 
constantiy crowded, but there seems to be more of 
bustle than of business. The town is certainly pic- 
turesque, notwithstanding the houses are very little 
more than a century old, and the streets are formal 
and comparatively wide. Indeed it should seem that 
the bouses were built expressly for Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, although they are inhabited by tradesmen, 
mechanics, and artizans, in apparentiy very indifferent 
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drcumstances. I scarcely saw six private houses which 
could be called elegant, and not a gentleman's carriage 
has been yet noticed in the streets. But if the Dieppou 
are not rich, they seem happy, and are in a constant 
state of occupaUon. A woman sella her wares in an 
open shop, or in an insulated booth, and sits without 
her bonnet (as indeed do all the tradesmen's wives), 
and works or sings as humour sways her. A man sells 
gingerbread in an open shed, and in the intervals of 
his customer's coming, reads some popular history or 
romance. Most of the upper windows are wholly des- 
titute of glass ; but are smothered with clothes, rags, 
and wall flowers. The fragrance emitted from these 
flowers affords no unpleasing antidote to odors of a 
very different description ; and here we begin to have 
a too convincing proof of the general character of the 
country in regard to the want of cleanliness. A little 
good sense, or rather a better-regulated poUce, would 
speedily get rid of such nuisances. The want of public 
sewers is another great and grievous cause of smells of 
every description. At Dieppe there are fountains in 
abundance i and if some of the limpid streams, which 
issue from them, were directed to cleansing the streets, 
(which are excellently well paved) the effect would be 
both more salubrious and pleasant — especially to the 
sensitive organs of Englishmen. 

We had hardly concluded our breakfasts, when a 
loud and clattering sound was heard ; and down came, 
in a heavy trot, with sundry ear-piercing crackings of 
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the whip, the thundering Diligence : large, lofty, and 
of most unwieldy dimensions : of a structure, too, 
strong enough to carry a half score of elephants. The 
postilion is an animal perfectly sui generis : gay, alert, 
and living upon the hest possible terms with himself. 
He wears the royal livery, red and blue ; with a plate 
of the fleur de lis upon his left arm. His hair is tied 
behind, in a thick, short, tightly fastened queue: with 
powder and pomatum enough to weather a whole win- 
ter's storm and tempest.* As he never rises in his 
stirrups.f I leave you to judge of the merciless effects 
of this ever-beating club upon the texture of his jacket. 
He is however fond of his horses : is well knows by 
them ; and there is all flourish and noise, and no sort 
of cruelty, in his treatment of them. lEs spurs are 
of tremendous dimensions ; such as we see sticking 
to the heels of knights in illuminated Mss. of the 
xvtfa century. He has nothing to do with the pon- 
derous machine behind him. He sits upon the near 
of the two wheel horses, with three horses before 
him. His turnings are all adroitly and correctly made ; 
and, upon the whole, he is a clever fellow in the ex- 
ercise of his office. 

You ought to know, that, formerly, this town was 
gieady celebrated for its manu^tures in Ivortf ; but 

• [" Sterne reproaclies the French for their hyperbolical lan- 
gnage : the idr of the country had probably some influeDce oa 
M. Dibdin when he adopted tbia phrase." Licquet.] 

t [" Signifying, that the French poatiliona do not ride like 
the English." LicudbtJ 
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the present aspect of the ivory-market affords only a 
Mat noUoD of what it might have been in the six- 
teenth and seventeenth centuries. I purchased a few 
subordinate articles (chiefiy of a religious character) 
and which I shall preserve rather as a matter of evi- 
dence than of admiration. There is yet however a 
considerable manufacture of thread lace,- and between 
three and four thousand females are supposed to earn 
a comfortable livelihood by it.* 

My love of ecclesiastical architecture quickly in- 
duced me to visit the chukcbbs ; and I set out with 
two English gentlemen to pay our tespectg to the 
principal church, St. Jaques. As we entered it^ a 
general gloom prevailed, and a sort of premature even- 
ing came on ; while the clatter of the sabots was suf- 
ficiently audible along the usies. In making the circuit 
of the side chapels, an unusual light proceeded from 
a sort of grated door way. We approached, and 
witnessed a sight which could not fail to rivet our at- 
tention. In what seemed to be an excavated interior, 
were several figures, cut in stone, and coloured after 
life, (of which they were the size) representing the 
Three Maries, St. John, and Joseph of Arimathea . , 
in the act of entombing Christ : the figure of our 
Saviour being h^ sunk into the tomb. The whole 

* [" Dieppe for a long time was the rival of Argentan and 
Caen in tlie lace-manufactor; : at the present day, this branch 
of commerce U dmost anailiilated tfa^e."— Licqdbt.] 
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was partially illanunated by Bome two dozen of shabby 
and nearly consumed taHow candles ; affording a strik- 
ing contrast to the increasing darkness of tbe nave 
and the side aisles. We retired, more and more struck 
with the novelty of every object arotmd us, to our 
supper and beds, which were excellent ; and a good 
night's rest made me forget the miseries of the pre- 
ceding evening. 

The next morning, being Sunday, we betook our- 
selves in good time to tbe service of St. Jaques :* 
but on our way thither, we saw a waxen figure of 
Christ (usually called an " Ecce Homo") enclosed 
within a box, of which the doors were opened. The 
figure and box are the property of the man who plays 
on a violin, close to the box ; and who is selling little 
mass books, supposed to be rendered more sacred by 
having been passed across tbe feet and hands of the 
waxen Christ. Such a mongrel occupation, and such a 

* [In a note attiiched to the prerious edition — I have naiA, 
" Here kIbo, as well aa at Rouen, the; trill have it that the 
English buUt the Churches." Upon nhlch M. Licquet remarks 
thus : " M. IKbdin's expression conveys too general an idea. It 
u true that popular opinion attributes the erection of our gothic 
edifices to the ENcrisH : but there esists another opinion, iriiich 
is not deceptive upon this subject." What is meant to be here 
conveyed i Either the popular opinion is true or false ; and it is 
a matter of perfect Indifference to the author whether it be one or 
the other. For Mons. Licquet's comfort, I will freely avow that 
I believe it to be/abeJ] 
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motley group, must strike you with aatonishment— as a 
Sunday morning's recreation. 



By half past ten the congregation had assembled 
within the Church; and every side-chapel (I think 
about twelve in number) began to be filled by the 
penitent fiocks : each bringing, or hiring, a rush- 
bottomed chair — with which the churches are pretty 
liberally furnished, and of which the 7<iri/'(or terms of 
hire) is pasted upon the walls. There were, I am quite 
sure, fiill eighteen women to one man : which may in 
part be accounted for, by the almost uniform absence 
of a third of the male population occupied in the 
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fisheries. I think there could not have been fewer 
than two thousand soula present: But what struck 
me as the most ludicrously solemn thing I had ever 
beheld, was a huge tall figure, dressed like a drum- 
major, with a large cocked hat and three white plumes, 
(the only covered male figure in the congregadon,) a 
broad white sash upon a complete suit of red, includ- 
ing red stockings ; — representing what in our country 
b called a Beadle. He was a sturdy, grim-looking 
fellow ; bearing an halberd in his right hand, which he 
wielded with a sort of pompous swing, infusing terror 
into the young, and commanding the admiration of the 
old. I must not, however, omit to inform you, that 
half the service was scarcely performed when the 
preacher mounted a pulpit, with a black cap on, and 
read a short sermon from a printed book. I shall long 
have a distinct recollection of the figure and attitude 
of the Verger who attended die preacher. He fol- 
lowed him to the pulpit, fastened the door, became 
stationary, aiid rested his left arm over the railings of 
the stiurs. Anon, he took out hie snuff-box with his 
right hand, and regaled himself with a pinch of snuff 
in the most joyous and comfortably-abstracted manner 
ima^able. There he remained till the conclusion of 
the discourse ; not one word of which seemed to afford 
him half the satisfaction as did the contents of his 
snuff-box. 

Military Mass was performed about an hour after, 
at the church of St, Reut, whither I strolled quietly, 
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to witness tlie devotion of the congregation previous 
to the entry of the soldiers ; and I will not dissemble 
being much struck and gratified by what I saw. 
There was more simplicity: a smaller congregation: 
softer music : a lower-toned organ ; less rush of people ; 
and in very, inany of the flock the most intense aod 
unfeigned expression of piety. At the elevation of the 
host, from the end of the choir, (near which was sus- 
pended a white flag with the portrait of the present 
King* upon it) a bell was rung from the tower of the 
church 5 the sound, below, was soft and nlver-toned 
— accompanied by rather a quick movement on the 
organ, upon the diapason stop ; which, united with 
the silence and prostration of the congregation, might 
have commanded the reverence of the most pro&ne. 

There is nothing, my dear friend, more gratifying, 
in a foreign land, than the general appearance of 
earnestness of devotion on a sabbath day ; espe- 
cially within the house of God. However, I quickly 
heard the clangor of the trumpet, the beat of drums, 
the measured tramp of human feet, and up marched 
two or three troops of the national guard to perform 
military mass. I retired precipitately to the Inn, being 
well pleased to have escaped this strange and distract- 
ing sight : so little in harmony with the rites and cere- 
monies of our own church, and in truth so little ac- 
cordant with the service which I had just beheld. 
• [Louia xvni.] 
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LETTER III. 

TILLAGE AND CASTLE OP ARQUES. SABBATH AHrSE- 
MENTS. MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. BOULEVARDS. 

As I had received especial injunctions from our 
friend P • • * not to leave Dieppe without paying a 
visit to the famous Chateau tf Argueg* in its neigh- 
bourhood, I resolved to seize the opportunity of a 

* The fVencb Antiquaries hare puehed the tmtiquity of this 
cBStle to the 1 1th ceotury, supposing it to have been built by 
IFiltiam d'Arqvei, Count of Tallon, son of the second marriage 
of lUchud Duke of Normandy. I make no doubt, that, when- 
ever built, the sea almost washed its base : for it is known to 
have occupied the whole of what ia called the falleg of Arquei, 
ninning as for as Bouteillet. Its position, in reference to the 
art of war, must have been almost impregnable. Other hypo- 
theses assign ite origin to the ninth or tenth century. Whei»- 
ever built, its history has been fertile in si^es. In 1144, it 
was commanded by a Remish Monk, who preferred the speu 
to the crosier, but who perished by an arrow in the contest. Of 
its history, up to the sixteenth century, I am not able to give 
any det^s j but in the wars of Henry IV. with Che League, in 
1589, it was taken by suqtrise by soldiers in the disguise of 
stulors : who, killing the centinels, quickly made themselves 
masters of the place. Henry caused it afterwards to be dig- 
mantled. In the first half of the eighteenth century it iec«ved 
very severe treatment from pillage, for the purpose of erecting 
public and private buildings at Dieppe. At present Qa the 
language of the author of the Rouen Ilmerofy) " it is the abode 
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tolerably fair, or rather gray-looking day, to go and 
pay due homage to those venerable remains of anti- 
quity. The road thither is completely rural: apple- 
trees, just beginning to burst their blossoms ; hamlets, 
small farm-houses : a profusion of rich herbage of 
various kinds — delighted and regaled me as I pur- 
sued my tranquil walk. The country is of a gently- 
imdulating character ; but the flats or meadows, be- 
tween the parallel ranges of hills, are subject to constant 
inundation from the sea ; and in an agricultural point 
of view are consequently of httle use, except for sum- 
mer grazing of the cattle. 

It was drawing on to vespers as I approached the 
VUlage of Argues. The old castle had frequently 
peeped out upon me, in my way thither, from its 
elevated situation ; but being resolved to see " all 
Uiat could be seen," a French village, for the first time, 
was not to be overlooked. For a country church, I 
know of few finer ones than that of Arques.* 

The site of the castle is admirable. My approach 

of Bileoce — save when that Rilence is iDterrupted by owls aiut 
other noctomal birds." The view of !t in Mr. Cotmaa's work is 
very faithful. 

• The ItinA-aire de Rouen. 1816, p. 202, says, absurdly, that 
this church is of the xith century, ll is perhaps with more 
truth of the beginning of the xivth ceutury. A pleasing; view of 
it is m Mr. Datveon Turner's elegant Tour in Normandy, 1818, 
Svo. 2 vol. It possessed formerly a bust of Henry IV., which is 
supposed to have been placed there after the ismoua battle of 
Arquei gained by Henry over the Duke of Maycnna in 15B9. 
vol.. I. C 
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WBi to the weBtem extremity; which, as you look 
down, brings the village and church of Arques in the 
back ground. If the eye were to be considered as a 
correct judge, Uiis venerable jnle, composed of hard 
flint-stone, intermixed with brick, would perhaps claim 
precedence, on the acore of antiquity, over most of 
the castles of the middle ages. A deep moa^ now dry 
pasture land, with a bold acclivity before you, should 
seem to bid defiance, even in times of old, to the foot 
and the spear of the invader. -There are circular 
towers at the extremities, and a square citadel or don- 
jon within. To the north, a good deal of earth has been 
recently thrown agunst the bases of the wall. The 
day harmonised admirably with the venerable object 
before me. The sunshine lasted but for a minute : 
when afterwards a gloom prevailed, and not a single 
catch of radiMit light gUded any portion of the build- 
ii%. All was quiet, and of a sombre aspect, — and what 
yo«, in your admiration of art, would call in perfectly 
" fine keeping." 

I descended the hill, bidding a long adieu to this 
venerable relic of the hardihood of other times, and 
quickened my pace towards Dieppe. In gaining upon 
the town, I began to discern groups of rustics, as well 
as of bourgeoises, assembling and mingling in the 
dance. The women never think of wearing bonnets, 
and you have little ides how picturesquely the red 
and blue* (the colours of Ra£&elle's Madonnas) glanced 
• The blue gown and red petlitoat ; or rice versa. 
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backwards anil forwards amtdst the fruit tre«B, to the 
sound of the Bpirit-stirring violin. The high, stifi^ 
starched cauchoise, with its hroad flappers, gave the 
finishing stroke to the novelty and singularity of the 
scene ; and to their credit be it spoken, the women 
were much more tidily dressed than the men. The 
couples are frequently female, for want of a sufficient 
number of swains ; but, whether correctly or incorrectly 
pmred, they dance with earnestness, if not with grace. 
It was a picture a la Teniers, without its occasional 
grossnesfi. This then, said I to myself, is. what I have 
BO often beard of the sabbath-gambols of the French — 
and long may they enjoy them 1 They are surely better 
than the brutal orgies of the pot-boiue, or the fana- 
tical ravings of the tabernacle.* 

[* I uu BDxiona that the above sentence should stand pre. 
cisely as it appeared in the first edition of thU work ; because a 
circumstance has ariaea from it, which conjd have been as little 
in the anticipatioD, as it ia in the comprebensioD, of the author. 
A lady, of high connectioiu, and of respectable character, eon- 
ceiTed the paaaage in question to be somewhat iodecaronsi or 
revoltinf; to the serious sense entertained bjr all Christians, and 
especially by Cbristian Ministers, of the mode of devoting 
the Sabbath da^. In consequence, being in possession of a copy 
of this work, she diviobd it into tiro; not being willing to rally 
the splendonr of the plates by the supposed impurity of auch a 
passage; — and the prints were accordingly bound a p art. The 
pacsage — as applied to the French feofle — requires neither 
comment nor qualification; and in the same unsophisticated view 
of religious duties, the Iafr«r part may be as strictly applied to th* 
Enolish.] 
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A late plain dinner, with my favourite vin ordinaire^ 
recruited my etrengtb, and kept me in perfectly good 
humour with Dieppe. 

The deportment of- the Dieppois* towards the 
English, is, upon the whole, rather gracious thant 
otherwise ; because the town profits by the Hberality 
and love of expense of the latter. Yet the young 
ones, as soon as they can Ibp, are put in training for 
pronouncing the G — d — ; and a few horribly-de- 
formed and importunate beggars are for ever assiuling 
the doors of the hotels. But beggary is nothing like 
so fnghtful an evil as I had anticipated. The general 
aspect of the town seems to indicate the poverty of 
the inhabitants ; their houses being too large to be 
entirely occupied. Bonaparte appears to have been 
anxious about the strengthening of the harbour; the 
navigaHon into which is somewhat difficult and intri- 
cate. The sides of the walls, as you enter, are lofty, 
steep, and strong ; and raised batteries would render 
any hostile approach extremely hazardous to the as- 
sailants. 

There is no ship-building at this moment going on : 
the ribs of about half a dozen, half rotted, small mer- 
chant-craft, being all that is discernible. But much 
is projected, and much is hoped from such projects. 

* The druB of the tmlert is Ihe lune u it was in the xivtlt 
eentmyi and ao probably ia that of the women. The illuminB- 
lionB io FroiBsard and Moustrelet clesrly ^it ns the Normau 
coDchaite. 
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Dieppe has quesUonless many local advantages both 
by land and by sea ; yet it will require a long course of 
years to infuse confidence and beget a love of enterprise. 
In spite of all the naval zeal, it b here exhibited 
chiefly as affording means of subsistence from the 
fisheries. I must not however conclude my Dieppe 
joui'nal without telling you that I hunted fiir and near 
for a good bookseller and for some old books — but 
found nothing worth tile search, except a well-printed 
early Rouen Missal, and Terence by Badius Aicensius. 
The booksellers are supplied wi^h books chiefiy from 
Rouen ; the local press being too insignificant to 
mention. 
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LETTER IV. 

ROUEK. AFFROACQ. BOULEVARDS, FOPULATIOK. 
STREET SCESERY. 

Here I am, my ezcelbnt good fnend, in the most 
eztraordbary city in the world. One ruhs one's eyeS) 
and fandes one is dreaming, upon being carried through 
the etreets of this old-fashioned place: or that, by 
some secret talismanic touch, we are absolutely min- 
gling with human beings, and objects of art, at th$ 
commencement of the sixteenth century : so very cu- 
rious, and out of the common appearance of things, 
is almost every object connected with Rouen. But 
before I commence my observations upon the town, I 
must give you a brief sketch of my journey hither. 
We had bespoke our places in the cabriolet of the 
Diligence, which just holds three tolerably comfortable ; 
provided there be a disposition to accommodate each 
other. This cabriolet, as you have been often to)d, is 
a sort of a buggy, or phaeton seat, with a covering of 
leather in the front of the coach. It is fortified with 
a stiff leathern apron, upon the top of which is a 
piece of iron, covered with the leather, to fasten firmly 
by means of a hook on the perpendicular supporter 
of the head. There are stifflsh leathern curtdns on 
each side, to be drawn, if necessary, as a protection 
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against the rain, &c. You lean upon the bar, or top 
of thia leathern apron, which is no very uncomfortable 
resting-place. And thus we took leave of Dieppe, on 
the 4th day after our arrival there. As we were 
seated in the cabriolet, we could hardly refrain from 
loud laughter at the novelty of our situation, and the 
grotesquenesB of the conveyance. Our Postilion was 
a rare specimen of bis species, and a perfectly unique 
copy. He fancied himself, I suppose, rather getting 
" into the vale of years," and had contrived to tinge 
his cheeks with a plentiful portion of rouge.* His 
platted and powdered hair was surmounted with b bat- 
tered black hat, tricked off with faded ribband : his 
jacket was dark blue velvet, with the inugnia of his 
order (the royal arms) upon his left arm. What struck 
me as not a little singular, was, that his countenance 
was no very faint resemblance of that of VoUaire, 
when he might have been verging towards his sixtieth 
year. Most assuredly he resembled bim in his elon- 
gated chin, and the sarcastic expresuon of his mouth. 
We rolled merrily along — the horses sometimes spread- 
ing, and sometimes closing, according to the ^ze of the 
streets through which we were compelled to pass. 
The reins and harness are of cord, ■ which, however 

* [Hons. Licqnet here obBcrres, " TUs is the first time I 
bave heard it said that our FostilionB put on rouge." Wluit he 
adda, Bh&ll be given in hia Otrn pithy expreeaion.' — " Oil la co- 
quetterie va-t-elle ae nicher i" What, however in above stated, 
ms itMed firotn a coiKielim of its being tkux 1 
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keep together pretty well. The postilion endeavours 
to break the rapidity of the descent by conducting the 
'wheeb over small piles of gravel or rubbish, which are 
laid at the sides of the road, near the ditch ; so that, 
to those sitting in the cabriolet, and overlooking the 
whole process, the effect, with weak nerves, is absolutely 
terrific. They stop little In changing horses, and the 
Diligence is certainly well managed, and in general no 
Bcddents occur. 

The road from Dieppe to Rouen is wide, hard, and 
in excellent condidon. There are few or no hedges 
but rows of apple-trees afford a suffident line of de- 
markation. The country is open, and gently undu- 
lating; with scarcely any glimpses of what is called 
forest-scenery, till you get towards the conclusion of 
the first stage. Nothing particularly strikes you till 
you approach Malaunai, within about half a dozen 
miles of Rouen, and of course after the last change of 
horses. The environs of this beautiful \dllage repay 
you for every species of disappointment, if any should 
have been experienced. The rising banks of a brisk 
serpentine trout stream are studded with white houses) 
in which are cotton manufactories that appear to be 
carried on with spirit and success. Above these bouses 
are hanging woods ; and though the early spring would 
scarcely have coated the branches with green in o\k^ 
own country, yet here there was a general freshness 
of verdure, intermingled with the ruddy blossom of the 
apple ; altogether rejoicing the eye and delightmg the 



db.,Goog[c 



heart. Occaeionally there were delicious spots, which 
the taste and wealth of an Englishman would have em- 
bellished to every possible degree of advantage. But 
wealth, for the gratification of picturesque taste, is a 
superfluity that will not quickly fall to the lot of the 
French. The Revolution seems to have drained their 
purses, as well as daunted their love of enterprise. 
Along the road-aide there were some few houses of 
entertainment ; and we observed the emptied cabriolei 
and stationary voiture, by the side of the gardens, 
where Monsieur and Madame, with their families, 
tripped lightly along the vistas, and tittered as John 
Bull saluted them. Moving vehicles, and numerous 
riding and walking groups, increased upon us; and 
every thing announced that we were approaching a 
great and populous city. 

The approach to Rouen is indeed magnificent. I 
speak of the immediate approach ; after you reach 
the top of a considerable rise, and are stopped by the 
barriers. You then look down a strait, broad, and 
strongly paved road, lined with a double row of trees 
on each side. As the foliage was not thickly set, we 
could, discern, through the delicately-clothed branches, 
the tapering spire of the Catheobal, and the more 
picturesque tower of the Abbaye St. Oven — with 
hanging gardens, and white houses, to the left — co- 
vering a richly cultivated ridge of hills, which sink a:^ 
it were into the Boulevards, and which is called the 
Faubourg Cauchoite. To the right, through the trees. 
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you nee the mer Seini (here of no despicable depth 
or breadth) covered with boats and vessels in motion: 
Hie voice of commerce, and the stir of industry, cheer- 
ing and animating you as you approach the town. I 
was told that almost every vessel which 1 saw (some of 
them of two hundred, and even of three hundred tons 
burthen) was filled with brandy and wine. The lamps 
are suspended from the centre of long ropes, across 
the road ; and the whole scene is of a truly novel and 
imposing character. But how shall I convey to yon 
an idea of what I experienced, as, turning to the left, 
and leaving the broader streets which fiank the quay, 
I began to enter the penetralia of this truly antiquated 
town ? What narrow streets, what overhanging houses, 
what bizarre, capricious ornaments ! Mliat a mixture 
of modem with ancient art! What fragments, or 
rather nuns, of old delicately-built Gothic churches ! 
What signs of former and of modern devastation ! 
What fountams, gutters, groups of never-ceasing men, 
women, and children, all gay, all occupied, and all ap- 
parently happy ! The Rue de la Grosse Horloge (so 
called from a huge, clumsy, antiquated clock which 
goes across it) struck me as being not among the least 
singular streets of Rouen. In five minutes I was within 
the courti-yard of the H6tel Vatel, the fevourite resi- 
dence of the English. 

It was evening when I arrived, in company with 
three Englishmen. We were soon saluted by die 
laquai* de place — the leech-like hangers-on of every 
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hotel — who begged to know if we would walk upon 
ihe Boulevards. We conaented ; turned to the right ; 
and, gradually lising, gained a considerable eminence. 
Again we turned to the right, walking upon a raised 
promenade ; while the bloEsoms of the pear and apple 
trees, within a hundred walled gardens, perfumed the 
air with a delicious iragrance. As we continued our 
Tout« along the Boulevard Beauvoisine, we gained 
one of the most interesting and commanding views 
imaginable of the city of Rouen — just at that moment 
lighted up by the golden rays of a glorious eun-set 
— ^which gave a breadth and a mellower tone to the 
shadows upon the Cathedral and the Abbey of St 
Ouen. The situation of Rouen renders it necessarily 
picturesque, view it irom what spot you will. 

The population of Rouen is supposed to be full one 
hundred thousand souls. In truth, there is no end to 
the succession of human beinga. They swarm like 
bees, and like bees are busy in bringing home the 
produce of their industry. You have all the bustle 
and agitation of Cheapaide and Comhill ; only that the 
ever-moving scene is carried on within limits one-half 
as broad. Conceive Bucklersbury, Cannon-street, and 
Thames-street, — and yet you cannot conceive the nar- 
row streets of Rouen : filled with the flaunting cau- 
choise, and echoing to the eternal tramp of the sabot. 
There they are ; men, women, and children — all abroad 
m the very centre of the streets : alternately encoun- 
tering the splashing of the gutter, and the jostling of 
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their townsmen — ^while the -swift cabriolet, or the slow- 
paced cart, or the thundering Diligence, severs them, 
and scatters them abroad, only that they may seem to 
be yet more condensely united. For myself, it is with 
difSculty I believe that I am not living in the times of 
onr Henry VIII. and of dieir Francis I. ; and am half 
disposed to inquire after the residence of GuiSaume 
TaiUeur the printer — the associate, or foreign agent of 
your favourite Pynson.* 

• [The third Eogliah Printer.] See the Bibliographical Deco- 
meroa, vol. ii. p. 137, 8. 
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ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE. CATHEDRAL. HONIT- 
UENTS. RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES. THE ABBEY O^ ST. 
OUEN. THE CHURCHES OF ST. HACLOU, ST. VINCENT, 
ST. VIVIEN, ST. GERVAIS, AND ST. PAUL. 

I HATE now made myself pretty well acquainted with 
the geography of Rouen. How shall I convey to you 
a summary, and yet a satisfactory, description of it ? It 
cannot be done. You love old churches, old books, and 
relics of ancient art. These be my themes, therefore : 
so fancy yourself either strolling leisurely with me, arm 
in arm, in the streets — or sitting at my elbow. First 
for THE Cathedral : — ^for what traveller of taste does 
not doff his bonnet to the Mother Church of the town 
through which he happens to be travelling — or in 
which he takes up a temporary abode! The west- 
front,* always the forte of the architect's skill, strikes 
you as you go down, or come up, the principal street 
— La Rue des Carmes, — which seems to bisect the 
town into equal parts. A small open space, (which 
however has been miserably encroached upon by 
petty shops) called the Flower-garden, is before this 
vestem front ; so that it has some little breathing room 

* A most ample and correct view of this west front will be 
found in Mr. Cotman't Nonmm Anliquitia. 
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ID which to expand its beauties to the wondering eyes 
of the beholder. In my poor judgment, this western 
front has very few elevations comparable with it* — in- 
cluding even those of Lincoln and Yorft. The orna- 
ments, eBpecnally upon the three porches, between the 
two towers, are numerous, rich, and for the greater 
part entire : — ^in spite of the Calviniats,f the French 
revolution, and time. Among the lower and smaller 
basso-relievos upon these porches, is the subject of the 
daughter of Herodias dancing before Herod. She is 
manceuvering on her hands, her feet being upwards. 
To the right, the decapitation of St. John is taking 
place. 

The southern transept makes amends for the de- 
fects of the northern. The space before it is devoted 
to a sort of vegetable market : curious old houses 
encircle this space: and the ascent to the door, but 
more especially the curiously sculptured porch itself, 
with the open spaces in the upper part — flight, fiuiciful 

• It is about ISO Ea>rliali feet in width, by about 150 in the 
higheet part of ita elevation. The plates which I saw at Mr. 
Frere's, bookseller, upon the Quai de Varia, from the drawings of 
Laogloia, were very inadequate repreaentationa of the building. 

■f Tbe rava^a committed by the Calrinists throughout nearly 
the whole of the towns in Normandy, and especially in the ca- 
thedrals, towards the year 1660, afford a melancholy proof of 
the effects of religious akiuobitt. But the Calrinists were 
bitter and ferocious persecutors. Fommeraye, in his quarto 
volume, Huloire de PEglite Cathedrale de Rouen, 1686, has de- 
voted nearly one hundred pages to an account of Calriniitlc 
depredations. 
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and striking to a degree — produce an effect as pleasing 
as it is extraordinary. Add to this, the ever-restless 
feet of devotees, going in and coming out — the Tom 
pavement, and the frittered ornaments, in consequence 
— ^eem to convince you that the ardour and activity 
of devotion is almost equal to that of business.* 

As you enter the cathedral, at the centre door, by 
descending two steps, you are struck with the length 
and loftiness of the nare, and with the lightness of the 
gallery which runs along the upper part of it. Per- 
haps the nave is too narrow for its length. The lantern 
of the central large tower is beautifully light and strik- 
ing. It is supported by four massive Clustered pillars, 
about forty feet in circumference ;f but on casting your 
eye downwards, you are shocked at the tasteless, divi- 
sion of the choir from the nave by what is called a 
Grecian screen : and the interior of the transepts hag 
undergone a like preposterous restoration. The rose 
windows of the transepts, and that at the west end of 
the nave, merit your attention and commendation. I 
could not avoid noticing, to the right, upon entrance, 
perhaps the oldest side chapel in the cathedral : of a 

* [Mr. Cotman has a plate of the elevalion of the front of 
this south transept; and a very minute and brilliaat one nlll be 
found in the prCTiOua edition of thia Tour — by Mr. Henry le 
Keuxi for which that distinguished Artist received the sum of 
100 giuneas. The remuneration was well merited.^ 

t [Mona.Licquetaaya each clustered pillar coataina thirty-one 
ccdumns.] 
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date, little less ancient than that of the northern tower, 
and perhaps of the end of the twelfth century. It 
contains by much the finest specimena of stained glass 
— of the early part of the xYith century. There is 
also some beautiful stained glass on each side of the 
Chapel of the Virgin,* behind the choir ; but although 
very ancient, it is the less interesting, as not being com- 
posed of groups, or of historical subjects. Yet, in 
this, aa in almost all the churches which I have seen, 
frightful devastations have been made among the 
stained-glass windows by the fiiry of the Revolu- 
tionists.f 

Respecting the Mondmemts, you ought to know 
that the famous Rollo lies in one of the side-chapels, 
farther down to the right, upon entering ; although his 
monument cannot be older than the thirteenth century. 
My attachment to the bibliomanical celebrity of John, 
Duke of Bedford, will naturally lead me to the notice 

• This chapel ia about ninety-five English feet in length, by 
thirlyin width, and sixty in heighth. The sprawling ptuotiog by 
Philippe de Champagne, at the end of it, has no other merit than 
that of covering ao many iquare feel of wall. The architectare 
of this chapel ia of the zivth century : the stained glass windows 
are of the latter end of the Tvth. On completing the circuit of 
the cathedral, one b surprised to count not fewer than Iwenl}/- 
Jlve chapela. 

■f [Mods. Licquet is paraphraatically warm ia his versioD, 
here. He renders it thus ; " les atteintes effroyables du Tonda- 
lltme rivolutionaire," roL i. p. 64.] 
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of his iDterment and monumental inscription. Th« 
latter is thus ; 

Ad dextrum Altaria Latut 
Jacet 

loANNES Dux BeTFORDI 

Normanniapro Rex 
Obiit Anno 

MCCCCXXXV. 

The Duke's tomb will be seen engraved in Sandford's 
Genealogical History,* p. 314; which plate, in fact, 
is the identical one used by Ducarel ; who had the 

* Sandford. after telling as that he thinks there " never was 
any portraiture" of the Duke, thua sums up hia character. 
" He was justly accounted one of the hest generab that etcr 
blossomed out of the royal stem of Plantaoenet. His valour 
was not more terrible to hi» enemies than his memory honour- 
able; for (doubtful whether mth more glory to him, or to the 
speaker) King Lewis the Eleventh being counselled by certain 
envious persona to deface hia tomb (wherein with him, s^th 
one, was buried all English men's good fortune in France) used 
these indeed princely words : ' What honour nhall it be to us, 
or you, to break this monument, and to pull out of the ground 
the bones of Hiu, whom, in his life time, neither my father nor 
your progenitors, with all their puissance, were once able to 
make flie a foot hackwarde i who, by his strength, policy and 
wit kept them all out of the principal dominions of France, and 
out of this noble ducky of Normandy i Wherefore, I say first, 
QoD SATE HIS SoDL ; and let his body now lie in rest, which 
when he was alive, would have disquieted the proudest of us 
all. And for this Tomb, I assure you it is not so worthy or 
convenient as his houottr and acts have deserved.' " p. 314-6, 
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Bingularly good fortune to decorate his Anglo-Nor- 
man Antiquities without any expense to himself!* 

There is a curious chapter in Pommeraye's His- 
toire de TEgUie CathedraU de Rouen, p. SOS, res- 
pecting the Duke's taking the habit of a canon of 
the cathedral. He attended, with his first wife, 
Anne of Bcegundy, and threw himself upon the 
liberality and kindness of the monks, to be received 

Ed. 17C7-§ The fomoua Missal, once in the poaaesBion of 
this celebrated Dobleman, and containing the only &ntheiiti- 
cated portrait of him (which is eagniei in the Bibliog. Deca- 
meron, vol. i. p. czxxvii.) is now the property of John MUner, 
Esq. of York Place, Portman Square, who purchased it of the 
Dnke of Marlborough. The Duke had purchased it at the sale 
of the library of the late James Edwards, Esq. for 687/. ^5t. 

* [A different tale may be told of one of his Succeuors in 
the same Anglo-Norman pursuit. The expenses attending the 
graphic embelliahmentB alone of the previous e&Cion of this 
work, somewhat exceeded the sum oi four thimtand teven hun- 
dred poundt. The risk was entirely my own. The result was 
the loss of about 200/. : exdusirely of the ezpences incurred 
in travelling about 2000 miles. The copper-platet (notwith- 
standing every temptation, and many entreaties, to mult^g 
impressions of sereral of the subjects engraved) were db- 
stuoyed. There may be something more than a mere uega- 
tive consolation, in finding that the work is risino in price, 
although its author has long ceased to partake of any benefit 
resulting from it.] 



S [Upon this. Hobs. LicqueC, icilli supposed (hrewdnesa aod sue- 
cess, remarks,—" All very well i but we must not forget that the 
hmocent Joaa of Arc iros barat bUv«— thanks to (Us said Dnke of 
Bedford; as every one knows \"] 
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by them as one of that order: " aies prioit d'etre 
receu pftrmy etix comme un de lenn fibres, et d'avoir 
tons lea jours distribution de piuii et de vin, et pour 
marque de fraternity d'etre vetu du surpUs et de 
Taumnsse : comme aussi d'etre asaociS, luy et sa tr^s 
genereuse et trea illustre Spouse, aux snffi-ages de 
leur 4»>mpagnie, et a la partacipatioii de touB les biena 
qn*!! plaira k Dieu leur donner la grace d'op&er," 
p. S04. A grand procession marked the day of the 
Duke'a admission into the monkish fraternity. The 
whole of this, with an account of the Duke's superb 
presents to the sacristy, his dining with his Duchess, 
and receiving their portion of " eight loaves and four 
gallons of wine," are distinctly narrated by the minute 
Pommeraye. 

As yon approach the Chapel of the Vtrgin, you 
pass by an ancient monument, to the left, of a recum- 
bent Bishop, reposing behind a thin pillar, within 
a pretty ornamented Gothic arch.* To the eye of a 
tasteful antiquary this cannot fail to have its due at- 
traction. While however we are treading upon hal- 
lowed ground, rendered if possible more sacred by 
the ashes of the illustrious dead, let us move gently 
onwards towards the Cht^el of the Virgia, behind 
the choir. See, what bold and brilliant monumental 
figures are yonder, to the right of the altar ! How 

■ A pUte of this Monameot is published in the Tour oJT 
Nmnand; by Dnwun Turner, Esq. 
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gratiefiiUy tbey kneel, and how devoutly they pray 1 
They are the figures of the Cardinals D'Ahboise — 
uncle and nephew : — the former, minister of Louis 
XII.* and (what does not necessarily follow, but what 
giveB him aa high a claim upon the gratitude of poste- 
rity) the restorer and beautifier of the glorious building 
in which you are contemplating his figure. This splen- 
did monument is entirely of black and white marble, 
of the early part of the sixteenth century. The 

■ The Cardinal died in his fiftieth year only ; and \as funeral 
1VBB graced and honoured by the presenee of his royal master. 
Qaicciardini calls him " the oracle and right arm of Loois." 
Of eight brothers, wtiom he left behind, four attained to the 
episcopal rank. His nephew succeeded him aa Archbishop. 
See also Hiitoria Genealogica Magaatam Francia; toL viL 
p. 129 1 quoted in the Gallia Chriitiana, vol. si. col. 96. 

It was during the archiepiscopacy of the successor of the 
nephew of Amboise — namely, that of Cbaklhs of Bodkbon — 
that the CtUvantttic perteeutwa commeDced. " Tunc vero 
ccepit civitas, di<»cesis, universaque provincia lamentabilem in 
modnm confliciari, asvientibus ob religionis dissidia plusquam 
civilibna bellis," &c. But then the good Archbishop, howcTer 
Ijountiful he might have been towards the poor at Roncetvalles, 
Cwhen be escorted PbiUp II.'s first wife Elizabeth, daughter of 
Henry II. to the confines of Spain, after he bad married her to 
that wretched moimrcfa) should not hare inflamed the irritated 
minds of the Calrinists, by burning alivb, in 1569, Jakn 
Cottitt, one of their most eminent preachers, by way of striking 
terror into the rest 1 Well might the Chronicler obserre, as the 
result, "novas secta ilia in dies acqiurebat rires." About 
1560-2, the Calviuista got the upper band ; and repud the 
Catholics with a venf^eance. Charles of Bourbon died in 1590; 
so that he had an arduous and agitated time of it. 
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figures just mentioned are of white marble, kneeling 
upon cushions, beneath a rich canopy of Gothic fret* 
work. They are in their professional robes ; their 
heads are bare, exhibiting the tonsure, with the hair 
in one large curl behind. A small whole-length figure 
of St. George, their tutelary stunt, is below them, in 
gilded marble : and the whole base, or lower frieze, 
of the monument, is surrounded by six dehcately sculp- 
tured females, about three feet high, emblematic of the 
virtues for which these cardinals were so eminently - 
distinguished. These figures, representing Faith, 
Charity, Prudence, Force, Justice, and Temperancei 
are fianked by eight smaller ones, placed in carved 
niches ; while, above them, are the twelve Apostles, not 
less beautifully executed,* 

On gazing at this splendid moninnent of ancient 
piety and liberality — and with one's mind deeply 
intent upon the characters of the deceased — let us 
&ncy we hear the sound of the great bell from the 
south-w«)t tower . . . called the Amboite Tower . . . 
erected, both the bell and the tower, by the uncle 
and minister Amboise. Know, my dear friend, that 
there was once a bell, (and the largest in Europe, 

[* How long will this moDument — (matchless of its kind}— «oti- 
tiime nurepreBented by the bdbin? If Mr. Henry Le Keux were to 
execute it in his beat style, the world might witness in it a piece 
of Art entirely perfect of ita kind. But let the pencils of Messrs. 
GorbonM «nd filore be first exercised on the subject, la tbe 
mean while, why is Oallic Abt inert ?] 
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gave (Hie) iriuch used to send forth its aonnd, for three 
succeesive centuries, from the said tower. This bell 
was broken ahoat thirty years ago, and destroyed in 
the rarages of the immediately succeeding years.* 
The south-west tower remuns, and the upper part of 
the central lower, with the whole of the lo% wooden 
spire: — the fruits of the hberality of the excellent men 
of whom each honourable menUon has been made. 
Considering that this spire is very lofty, and composed 
of wood, it ii surprising that it has not been destroyed 
by tempest, or by lightmng.'f The taste of it is rather 
capricious than beautiful. 

* The choir was formerly separated from the surroundio;; 
diapeli, or rather from the space between it and the chapels, 
by a Boperb braas f^ratiDg, full of the moai beautiful arobeaque 
DruameDta — another testimony of the majpiificeiit spirit of the 
Cardinal and Prime Miaiater of LouU XII. ; whose anas, u 
well as the figure of hia patron, St. Geor^, were seen in the 

centre of every compartment The Revolution has not left 

a vestige behind I 

■y [In this edition, I put the above passage in Ilatiet, — to 
mark, that, widiin three years of writing it, the spire was con- 
sumed by LfGHTNiNG. The newspapers of both France and 
England were full of this melancholy event ; and in the year 
IS23, Monsieur Hyacinthe Langlois, of Rouen, published an 
account of it, tt^etber mth some views (indifferently lithc^ra- 
phised) of tba progress of the burning. " It should seem 
(says Mods. Uequei) that the author had a presentiment of 
what was speedily to talce place :— ^or the rest, the same q;te- 
cies of destruction threatens all similar edifices, for the want 
of coqductors." 1 possess a fragment of the lead of the roof, 
as it was collected after a stale of J^uim—Aud sent over to me 
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I hare not yet done vHli the monuments, or rather 
have only commenced the account of them.* Exa- 

mme ydnder recumbent figure, to the left of the 
altar, opposite the splendid monument upon which 
I have just been dilating. It is lying upon its back, 
with a ghastly expression of countenance, represent- 
ing the moment when the last breath has escaped 
from the body. It is the figure of the Grand Sbnbs- 
CHAL DB BREZEj-f^— Governor of Rouen, and husband 
of the celebrated Diake m Poictibbs — that thus 
claims our attention. This figure is quite naked, 
lying upon its back, with the right hand placed on 
the stomach, but in an action which indicates l^e— 
and therefore it is in bad taste, as far as truth is con- 
cemed ; for the head being fallen back, much shrunken, 
and with a ghastiy expression of countenance — indi- 
cating that some time has elapsed since it breathed its 

bjr some friend at Rouen. The fusion has caused portions of 
the lead to assume a rariety of Elastic shapes — not altogether 
unlike a gothic building.] 

* Let me add that the whole length of the cathedral is about 
four hundred and forty feet ; end the transept about one hun- 
dred and seventy-fiTe; English measure. The height of the 
nave is abont ninety, and of the lantern one hundred and sixty- 
right feet, English. The length of the nave is two hundred 
and twenty-eight feet. 

t He died in 1631. Both the ancient and yet existing in- 
BcriptioDS are inserted by Gilbert, from Pommeraye and Farin ; 
and formerly there was seen, in the middle of the monument, 
the figure of the Seneschal habited as a Count, with tdl the 
inrigDia of his dignity. But this did not outlivB the Refolutioa. 
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last— the hand could not rest in this poution. The 
cenotaph is of black marble, disfigured by the names 
of idle visitors who choose to leave such impertinent 
memoriak behind. Tbe famous Goujon is supposed 
to be the sculptor of the figure) which is punfully 
clever, but it strikes me as being too smaU- At any 
rate, the arms and body seem to be too strong and 
fleshy for the shrunken and death-stricken expres- 
sion of the countenance. Above the Seneschal, thus 
prostrate and Ufeles?, there is another and a very clever 
representation of him, on a smaller scale, on horse- 
back. 

On each side of this figure (which has not escaped 
serious injury) are two females in white marble ; one 
representing the Vikqin, and the other Diane de 
PoiCTiEBs;* they are little more than half the size 

* It must be admitted tliat Diana, when she caused the verses 
ladioulia li&i quondam etfidiuima cotytui 
Fijiiil in thaiamo, tic erit in tumuh. 
to be engraved upon the tomb of the Seneschal, might well 
have " moved the bile" of the pious Benedictine Pommeraye, 
and liave excited the taunting of Ducarel, when they thought 
upon her subsequent connexion, in the character of mistress, 
with Menry the Second of France. Henry however endeeu 
voured to compensate for his indiscretions by tlie pomp and 
splendor of his processions. Bonen, so celebrMed of old for 
the entries of Kings and Nobles, seemg to hare been in a per- 
feet blaze of splendor upon that of the Iiover of Diana — " qui 
iutplus magnifique que tontes celles qu'on avoit tu jusqu'alors:" 
see Farin'i Hist, de la Hlie da Raaen, vol, i. p. 121, where 
there is a singularly minate (nd gay account of all the orders 
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of life. The whole is in the Teiy best style of the 
sculpture of the time of Francis I. These precious 
specimens of art, as well as several other similar 
remains, were carried away during the revotutioni to 
a place of safety. The choir is spacious, and well 
adapted to its purposes ; but who does not grieve to 
see the Archbishop's stall, once the most curious and 
costly, of the Gothic order, and executed at the end 
of the zTth century, transformed into a stately coBt- 
mon-place canopy, supported by columns of chestnut- 
wood carved in the Grecian style? The Libbaky, 
which used to terminate the north transept, is — -not 
gone— but transferred. A fanciful stur-case, with an 
appropriate inscription,* yet attest that it was for- 
merly an appendage to that part of the edifice. 

and degrees of citlzem — (iritlt tbeir gorgeous accoutremeDts of 
white plmnea, velTet hats, rich brocadeg, and curiously WTOujcht 
taffetaa) of whom the procesBiong were composed. It most 
have been a perfectly dramatic ^ht, upon the largest posuble 
aeale. It was from respect to the character or the memory of 
Diana, that so many plaater-representations of her were 
erected on the exteriors of buildings : espedally of those within 
small squares or quadrangles. In wandering about Rouen, I 
stumbled upon several old mansions of this kind. 

* The inscription is this : 

Si quern tancta tenet meditandi in lege votuntat. 
Hie poterit retident, tacrit interulere librit. 

Pommeraye has rather an interesting gossiping chapter £Chap. 
xxii.] '■ De la Bibliothgque de la GathMrale ;" p. 163 : to whidi 
Fkam^is se Habut, about the year 1630, was one of the most 
miuuficent benefkct<H^. 
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Before I quit the subject of the cathedral, I must 
not foil to tell you something relating to the rites 
performed therein. Let us quit therefore the dead 
for the living. Of course we saw, here, a repetition 
of the ceremoniea observed at Dieppe ; but pre- 
viously to the feast of the Ateetuum we were also 
present at the confirmation of three hundred hoys 
and three hundred^ girls, each very neatly and appro- 
priately dreesed, in a sort of sabbath attire, and each 
holding a lighted wax taper in the hand. The girls 
were dressed in white, with white veils ; and the rich 
lent veils to those who had not the means of purchas- 
ing them. The cathedral, especially about the choir, 
was crowded to excess. I hired a chair, stood u[^ and 
gazed as earnestly as the rest. The interest excited 
among the parents, and especially the mothers, was 
very striking. " Voila la petite— qu'elle a I'air char- 
muit l^e petit ange I " .... A etlr is made . . . they 
rise . . . and approach, in the most measured order, the 
rails of the choir . . . There they deposit their tapers. 
The priests, very numerous, extinguish them aa dex- 
terously as they can ; and the whole cathedral is per- 
fumed with the mixed scent of the wax and frank- 
incense. The boys, on approaching the altar, and 
giving up their tapers, kneel down ; then shut their 
eyes, open their mouths; and the priests deposit the 
ccHisecrated wafer upon their tongues. The procession 
now took a different direction. They all went into the 
nave, where a sermon was preached to the young 
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people, expressly upon the occatdon, by a Monsieur 
Qufllebeu^ a canon of the cadiedral, and a preacher of 
considerable popular!^. He hod one of the most 
meagre and forbidding physiognoniies I ever beheld, 
and hifl beard was black and unshaven. But be 
preached veil ; fluenUy, and even eloquently : making 
a very singular, but not ungraceful, use of his left 
arm— and displaying at times rather a happy familiari^ 
of nuuner, wholly exempt from Tulgarity, and well 
suited to the capacities and feelings of his youtbiul 
audience. His subject was " belief in Christ Jesus ;" 
on which he gave very excellent proofi and evidences. 
His voice was thin, but clear, and distinctly heard. 

And now, my dear Friend, if you are not tired 
with this detour of the Cathedral, suppose we take 
a promenade to the nest most important ecclesias- 
tical edifice in the city of Itooen. What say you 
therefore to a stroll to the AbbeT of St. Oubn ? 
" Willingly," methinka I ^ear you reply. To the 
abbey therefore let us go. 

Leaving the Cathedral, you pass a beautifully 
sculptured fountain (of the early time of Francis I.) 
which stands at the comer of a street, to the right ; 
and which, from its central situation, is vbited the 
live-long day for the sake of its limpid waters. Push 
on a little further; then, turning to the right, you 
get into a sort of square, and observe the Abbey — 
or rather the westjTtmt of it, full in face of you. You 
gaze, and are first struck with its matchless window : 
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call' it rose, or marygold, as you please. I think, 
for delicacy and richness of ornament, this windov 
is perfectly unrivalled. There is a play of line in 
the tnuUions, which, considering their size and strength, 
may be pronounced quite a master-piece of art. You 
approach, regretting the neglected state of the lateral 
towers, and enter, through the large and coinpletely- 
opened centre doors, the nave of the Abhey. It 
vas towards sun-set when we made our first entrance. 
The evenuig was beautiful ; and the Tariegated tints 
of sun-beam, admitted through the st^ed glass of 
the window, just noticed, were perfectly enchanting. 
The window itself, as you look upwards, or rather 
as you fix your eye upon the centre of it, from the 
remote end of the Abbey, or the iMdys Chapel, was 
a perfect blaze of dazzUng light : and nave, choir, and 
side aisles, seemed magically illumined . . . 

Seemed all on fire — ^within, around ; 
' Deep sacristy and altar's pale ; 

Shone every pillar foliage-hound. . . . 

Lag of the Last lUvutrel. 
We declared instinctively that the Abbey of St. 
OuEN could hardly have a rival ; — certainly not a su- 
perior. 
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As the eTenJng came on, the gtoom of almost eTery 
mde chapel and recess was rendered doubly impressive 
by the devotion of numerous straggling supplicants; 
and invocations to the presiding spirit of the place, 
reached the ears and touched the hearts of the by- 
standers. The grand western entrance presents you 
with the most perfect view of the choir — a magical 
circle,' or rather oval— flanked by lofty and clustered 
pillars,' and free from the surrounding obstruction of 
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screens, &c. Nothing more airy and more captivaUng 
of the kind can be imagined. The finish and delicacy 
of these pilhirs are quite surprising. Above, beloir, 
around — every thing is in the purest style of the 
xiTth and xvth centuries. The central towei is a 
tower of beauty as well as of strength. Yet in regard 
to further details, connected with the interior, it must 
be-admitted that there is very little more which is de- 
serving of particular description ; except it be the 
gallery, which runs within the walls of the nave and 
choir, and which is considerably more light and elegant 
than that of the cathedraL A great deal has been 
said about the circular vindowa at the end of the south 
transept, and they are undoubtedly elegant: but com- 
pared with the one at the extremity of the nave, they 
are rather to be noticed from the tale attached to 
them, than from their pomtive beauty, The tale, my 
friend, is briefly this. These windows were finished 
(as well as the larger one at the west front) about the 
year 1439. One of them was executed by the master- 
mason, the other by his apprentice ; and on being cri- 
ticised by competent judges, the performance of the 
latter was said to eclipse that of the former. In con- 
sequence, the master became jealous and rerengefol, 
and actually poniarded his apprentice. He was of 
course tried, condemned, and executed ; but an exist- 
ing mtmuinent to his memoiy attests the humanity of 
the monks in giving hhn christian Hiterment.* On the 
* ehrittian interment^ — " Les ReKgieUx de Ssitit Ouen touchez 
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whole, it U the absence of all obtrusive and unappro- 
priate ornament which gives to the - interior of thia 
building that light, unencumbered, and laery4ike effect 
which so peculiarly belongs to it, and which creates a 
sensaUon that I never remember to hare felt withio 
any other similar edifice. 

Let me however put in a word for the Organ. It 
Is immense, and perhaps larger tlian that belonging 
to the Cathedral. The tin pipes (like those of Uie 
organ in the Cathedral) are of their natural cotoar. 
I paced the pavement beneath, and think that this 
organ cannot be short of forty English feet in length. 
Indeed, in all the churches which I have yet seen, 
the organs strike me as being of magnificent dimen- 
sions. 

You should be informed however that the extreme 
length of the interior, from the further end of the 
Chapel of the Virgin, to its opposite western extre- 
mity, is about four hundred and fifty English feet ; 
while the height, from the pavement to the roof of 
the nave, or the choir, is one hundred and eight 
' English feet. The transepts are about one hundred 

de compassioD envers ce malheureux artiaan, obtinrent sod corps 
de la justice, et pour reconuoissuice des boos eeirices qu'il kur 
avoit rendus dans ta construction de leur ^lise, nonobslant sa fin 
tragiqne, oe Uussfcrent pasdeluf fiur I'honneurde I'inhumer dans 
la ch^elle de sunte A|^es, on m, tumbe se voit encore auec cct 
Epitaphe: 

Cy giti M.AusxiiiiDfiK DS Bbbmbual, Ataiitre des oeauret de 
Mauonnerie. 
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and forty feet in length. The central tower, upon 
the whole, is not only the grandest tower m Rouen, 
but there ia nothing for its size in our own country 
that can compare with it. It rises upwards of one 
hundred feet above the roof of the church ; and is 
supported below, or rather within, by four magnifi- 
cent cluster-pillared bases, each about thirty-two feet 
in circumference. Its area, at bottom, can hardly be 
less than thirty-six feet square. The choir is flanked 
by flying buttresses, which have a double tier of small 
arches, altogether "marvellous and curious to behold." 
I could not resist stealing quietly round to the 
porch of the south transept, and witnessing, in that 
porch, one of the most chaste, light, and lovely spe- 
cimens of Gothic architecture, which can be contem- 
plated. Indeed, I hardly know any thing like it.* 
The leaves of the poplar and ash were beginning to 
mantle the exterior ; and, seen through their green 
and gay lattice work, the traceries of the porch 
seemed to assume a more interesting aspect. They 
are now mending the upper part of the facade with 
new stone of peculiar excellence — but it does not 



* Even Dr. Ducarel became warm — on contemplating this 
porch 1 "The porch at the south entrance into the church 
(saya he) is much more worthy of the spectator's attention, 
being highly enriched with arcbitectouic ornaments ; particu- 
larly ttro beautiful cul de Urnps, trhich from the combination 
of ft variety of apiral dreasings, as they hang down from the 
vaulteti roof, produce a very pleasing effect." p. 28. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



liarmonise with the old work. They merit our 
thanks, however, for the preservation of what remuna 
of this predouB pfle. I should remark to you that 
the eastern and north-eastern sides of the abhey of 
St Ouen are surrounded with promenades and trees : 
so that, occasionally, either when wdking, or sitting 
upon the benches, within these gardens, you catch 
one of the finest views imaginable of the abbey. 

At this early season of the year, much company 
is assembled every evening in these walks : while, in 
(root of the abbey, or in the square &cing the wes- 
tern end, the national guard is exercised in the day 
time — and troops of fair nymphs and willing youths 
mingle in the dance on a sabbath evening, while a 
platform is erected for the instrumental performers, 
and for the exhibition of feats of legerdemain. Vou 
must not tdte leave of St. Ouen without being told 
that, formerly, the French Kings used occasionally 
to " make revel" within the Abbot's house. Henry II, 
Charles IX, and Henry III, each took a fancy to this 
spot — but especially the famous Henri Quatrb. It 
is reported that that monarch sojourned here for 
four months— and his reply to the address of the 
aldermen and sheri£F of Rouen is yet preserved both 
in MS. and by engravings. " The King having 
arrived at St. Ouen (says an old MS )* the keys of 

■ Consult the account given by M. Le Prevoat in the 
" PrAu Analyligut dti Travau* de fAcademie, ^e. de Rimen," 
for the year 1816, p. 151, &c. 

VOL. I. E 
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the tover were presented to him, in the presence of 
M. de MoDtpensier, the goTcmor of the pro^ce, 
apon a Telvet-cushion. The keys were gilt. The 
King took them, and repladng them in the hands of 
the governor, said — " Mon cousin, je tous les bailie 
pour les rendre, qu'ils les gardent ;"— then, address- 
ing the aldennen, he added, " Soyez moi ho&s sujets 
et je TOU8 serai bon Roi, et le meilleur Roi que vous 
ayez jamaia eu." 

Next to the Abbey of St. Ouen, " go by all means 
and see the church St. Maclou" — say your fnends 
and your guides. The Abbe Turquier accompanied 
me thither. The great beauties of St. Maclou are 
its tower and its porch. Of the tower, httJe more 
than the lantern remains. This is about 160 Eng- 
lish feet in height. Abave it was a belfry or steeple, 
another 110 feet in height, constructed of wood and 
lead — but which has been nearly destroyed for the 
sake of the lead, — for the purpose of slaughter or 
resistance during the late revolution.* The exteriors 

• Farin tells us that you could go from the top of the lan- 
tern to the CToas, or to the aummit of the belfry, " ontaide, 
without B Itidder ; so admirable was the woikmauahip." " Stran- 
gers (adds be) took models of it for the purpose of getting 
th«m engraved, and they were sold publicly at Rome." Hitt. de 
la FiUe de Rouen, 1736, 4to. vol. ii. p. 154. There are thirteen 
chapels within this church ; of which however the building can- 
not be traced lower than quite the beginning of the xvrth century. 
The extreme length and width of the interior is about 165 by 82 
feet GngUsh. Even in Du Four's time the population of this 
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of the porches are remarkable fiir their elaborate 
omaments ; especially those in the Rve MartainnUe, 
They are highly praised by the inhabitants, and are 
supposed to he after the models of the &moiu 
Goujon. Perhaps they are rather encumbered with 
ornament, and want that quiet effect, and pure good 
taste, which we see in the porches of the Cathedral 
and of the Abbey St. Ouen. However, let critics 
determine as they will upon this point — they must 
at least unite in reprobating the barbarous edict which 
doomed these delicate pieces of sculptured art to be 
deluged with an over-whelming tmt of staring yellow 
ochre! 

Of the remaining churches, I shall mention only 
four : two of them chiefly remarkable for their inte- 
rior, and two for their extreme antiquity. Of the. 
two former, that of St. Fincent presents you with a 
noble organ, with a light choir proiusely gilded, and 
(rarer accompaniment !) in very excellent taste. But 
the stained glass ia the chief magnet of attraction. 
It b rich, varied, and vivid to a degree ; and, upon 
the whole, is the Jinest specimen of this species of 

pariah was very great, and its cemetery (adds he) wag the first 
and mMt regular in Rouea. He gives a brief, but glowing des- 
cription of it— "onT» tout antonr par dea galeries couverteset 
p&v£es ; et, deux de ces galeries soot decor^es de denz autels," 
&c.p. 150. 

Alas ! time— or the revolutinn— has annihilated all this. Let 
me however add that M. Cotman baa published a view of the 
tiairaue in the church of wMch 1 am speaking. 
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art in the presCDt eccleaiBStical remains of tbe city. 
St. Vivien is the second of these two former. It ia 
a fine open church, with a large organ, having a very 
curious wooden screen in front, elaborately carved, and, 
as I conceive, of the very earliest part of the sixteenth 
century. I ascended the organ-loft ; and the door hap- 
pening to be open, I examined this screen (which haa 
luckily escaped the yellow-ochre edict) very minutely, 
and was much gratified by tbe examinaUon. Such 
pieces of art, so situated, are of rare occurrence. For 
the first time, within a parish church, I stepped upon 
the pavement of tbe cbcnr: walked gently forwards, 
to tbe echo of my own footsteps, (for not a creature 
was in the church) and, " with no unhallowed hand" I 
would hope, ventured to open the choral or service 
book, resting upon its stand. It was wide, thick, and 
ponderous ; upon vellum : beautifully written and well 
executed in every respect, with the exception of the' 
illuminations which were extremely indifferent. I 
ought to tell you that tbe doors of the churches, abroad, 
are open at all times of the day : the ancient or more 
massive door, or portal, is secured irom shutting ; but 
a temporary, small, shabby wooden door, covered with 
dirty green baize, opening and shutting upon circular 
hinges, just covers tbe vacuum left by the absence 
of tbe larger one. 

Of the two ancient churches, above alluded to, that 
of St. Gcrvaia, is situated considerably to tbe north 
of where the BotUeoardx Cauehoite and Bouvretiii 
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meet. It was hard by Hm favourite spot, say the Nor- 
man historians, that the ancient DukeE of Normandy 
built their country-houses : considering it as a lieu de 
plaitance. Here too it was that the Conqueror came 
to breathe his last — desiring to be conveyed thither, 
from his palace in the dty, for the benefit of the pure 
air.* I walked with M. Le Prevost to this curious 
church : having before twice seen it. But the Crypt 
is the only thing worth talking about, on the score of 
antiquity. The same accomplished guide bade me 
remark the extraordinary formation of the capitals of 
the pillars : which, admitting some perversity of taste 
in a rude, Norman, imitative artist, are decidedly of 
Roman character. " Perhaps," said M. Le Prevost, 
" the last efforts of Roman art previous to the relin- 
quishment of the Romans." Among these capitals 
there is one of the perfect Doric order ; while in ano- 
ther you discover the remains of two Roman eagles. 
The columns are all of the same height ; and totally 
unlike every thing of the kind which I have seen or 
heard of. 

We descended the hill upon which St. Gervau ia 
built, and walked onward towards St. Paul, situated 
at the further and opposite end of the town, upon a 

' Ordericus Vitalis says, that tlie dying moDarcli requested to 
be cODveyed thither, to avoid the Doi»e and bustle of a popu- 
lous town. Rouen is deseribed to tie, in hit time, " populoia 
dvilaa." Coosult Duchesne's Hhloria Normanmr. Scrip. Anttg. 
p. 656. 
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gentle eminence, just ahoTe the Banks of the Seine.* 
M. Le Prevost was stiU our conductor. This email 
edifice is certainly of remote antiquity, but I suspect 
it to be completely Norman. The eastern end is full 
of antiquarian curiosities. We observed something 
like a Roman mask as the centre ornament upon the 
capital of one of the circular figures ; and Mr. Lewis 
made a few slight drawings of one of the grotesque 
heads in the exterior, of which the hdr is of an un- 
common fashion. The Saxon whiskers are discorer- 
able upon several of these faces. Upon the whole, it 
is possible that parts of this church may have been 
built at the latter end of the tenth century, after the 
Normans had made themselves completely masters of 
this part of the kingdom ; yet it is more probable that 
there is no vestige left which cliums a more ancient 
date than that of the end of the eleventh century. I 
ought just to notice the church of St. Sever,^ sup- 
posed by some to be yet more ancient : but I had no 
opportunity of taking a particular survey of it. 

Thus much, or rather thus Uttle, respecting ihe 
ECCLESIASTICAL ANTiQiHTiES of Roucu. They merit 
indeed a volume oT themselves. This city could once 

• A view of it is published by M. Cotniaa. 

t St. Seeer.] This church id situated in the eouthem fanx- 
bouTg^, b^ the aide of the Seine, and wai once ann*ounded by 
frardens, &c. As you cross the bridge of boats, and go to the 
raee-ground, yon leave it to the rij;ht ; but it is not so old u 
St. Pau/— where, Farin says, the worship of Adohis was ones 
performed! 
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boast of upwards oi thirty parish ehurchet ; of which 
very nearly a dozen have been recently (I mean during 
the Revolution) converted into toarehoutei. It ibnns 
a curious, and yet melancholy melange — this strange 
misappropriation of what was formerly held most sacred, 
to the common and lowest purposes of civil life 1 You 
enter these warehouses, or offices of business, and see 
the broken shaft, the battered capital, and half-de- 
molished altar-piece — the gilded or the painted Irieae 
—in the midst of bales of goods — casks, ropes, and 
bags of cotton : while, without, the same spirit of demo- 
lition prevails in the fractured column, and tottering 
arch way. Thus time brings its changes and decays — 
premature as well as natural : and the noise of the car- 
men and injunctions of the clerk are now heard, where 
formerly there reigned a general silence, interrupted 
only by the matin or evening chaunt! I deplored 
Ibis sort of sacrile^ous adaptation, to a respectable- 
looking old gentleman, sitdng out of doors upon a 
chair, and smoking his pipe—" c'est dommage, Mon- 
aeuT, qu'on a converti I'egUse a" — He stopped me : 
raised bis left hand : then took 'away his pipe with 
his right ; gave a gentle whiff, and shrug^g up his 
shoulders, half archly and half drily exclaimed — " Mais 
que voulez vous, Monsieur ?— ce sont des SvSnemens 
qa'on ne peut ni prSvoir oi prevenir. Voila ce que 
c'est r Leaving you to moralize tqion this comfortable 
morceaa of philosophy, consider me ever, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 

HALLES D£ COMUEBCE. PLACE DE LA PUCELLE D*OE- 
LEAN8 (JEANNE d'aRC.) BASSO-BILIEVO OF THE 
CHAMP D£ DKAP d'oA. PALACE AND COURTS OF 
JUSTICE. 

You must make up your mind to see a few more 
eights in the city of Rouen, before I conduct you to 
the enviions, or to the summit of Mont St. Catherine. 
We must visit some relics of antiquity ,and take a. yet 
more familiar survey of the town, ere we strive 

superas evadere ad auras. 

Indeed the information to be g^ned well merits the 
toil endured in its acquisition. The only town in Eng- 
land that can ^ve you ajiy notion of Rouen, is Ches- 
ter ; although the similitude holds only in some few 
particulars. I must, in the first place then, make 
especial mention of the Halles de Comkekcs. The 
markets here are numerous and abundant, and are of 
all kinds. Cloth, cotton, lace, linen, fish, fruit, vege- 
tables, meat, corn, and wine; these for the exterior 
and interior of the body. Cattle, wood, iron, earthen- 
ware, seeds, and implements of agriculture ; these for 
tlie supply of other necessities considered equally 
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important. Each nuiket fattB its appropriate site. For 
picturesque effect, you mast visit the Fieu!* Mareki, 
for vegetables and fish; which is kept in an open 
space, once filled hy the serrantB and troops of the old 
Dukes of Normandy, having the ancient ducal palace 
in front. This is the fountain head whence the minor 
markets are supplied. Every stall has a large old 
tattered sort of umbrella spread above it, to ward off 
the run or rays of heat ; and, seen from some points 
of view, the effect of all this, with the ever-restless 
motion of the tongues and feet of the vendors, united 
to their strange attire, is exceedingly singular and inte- 
resting. 

Leaving the old market place, you pass on to the 
MarcM Netff, where fruits, eggs, and butter are chiefly 
sold. At this season of the year there is necessarily 
little or no fiiiit, but I could have filled one coat pocket 
with eggs for less than half a ii-anc. While on the 
subject of buying and selling, let us go to the Holies of 
Rouen; being large public buildings now exclusively 
appropriated to the sate of cloths, linen, and the varied 
et-cetercu of mercery. These are at once spacious 
and interesting in a high degree. They form the divi- 
sions of the open spaces, or squares, where the markets 
just mentioned are held ; and were formerly the appur- 
tenances of the palaces and chateaux of the old Dukes 
of Normandy: the latter of which are now wholly 
demoliBhed. You must rise betimes on a Friday 
morning, to witness a sight of which you can have no 
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coneepdon in England : unless it be at a similar scene 
in Leeds. By six o'clock the busy world is in motion 
within these halls. Then commences the incessant 
and inconceivable vociferation of buying and selling. 
Tbe whole scene is alive, and carried on in several large 
stone-arched rooms, supported by a row of pillars in 
the centre. Of these halls, the largest is about three 
hundred and twenty English feet in length, by fif^- 
five in width. The centre, in each dtTision, contains ' 
tables and counters for the display of cloth, cotton, 
stuff, and linen of all descriptions. The display of 
divers colours— t^e commendations bestowed by the 
seller, and the reluctant assent of the purchaser— the 
imimated eye of the former, aud the calculating brow 
of the latter— the removal of one set of wares, and tiie 
bringing on of another — in short, the never-ceasing 
succession of sounds and Mghts astonishes the gravity 
of an Englishman ; whose astomshment is yet height- 
ened by the extraordinary good humour which every 
where prevails. The laugh, the joke, the equivoque, 
and reply, were worth being recorded in pointed 
metre ; — and what metre but that of Crabbe could 
possibly render it justice % By nine of the clock all is 
hushed. The sale is over .- the goods are cleared ; 
and both buyers and sellers have quitted the scene. 

From stiU, let me conduct you to active life. In 
other words, let us hasten to take a peep at the Horte 
and Cattle Market ; which is fixed in the very oppo- 
site part of the town ; that is, towards the northern 
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Boulerards. The hones are generally entire: and 
indeed you have scarcely any thing in England which 
exceeds the Norman horse, properly so understood. 
This animal unites the hardiness of the mule with the 
strength of his own particular species. He is also 
docile, and well tridned ; and a Norman, from pure 
affection, thinks he can never put enough harness upon 
his back. I have seen the face and shoulders of a 
cart-horse almost buried beneath a profuuon of orna- 
ment by ffay of collar ; uid have beheld a &nner'8 
horse, led out to the plough, with trappings as gor- 
geous and striking as those of a GeneriU's charger 
brought forward for a review. The carts and vehicles 
are usually balanced in the centre upon two wheels, 
which diminishes much of the pressure upon the horse. 
Yet the caps of the wheels are frightfully long, and 
inconveniently projecting: while the eternally loud 
cracking of the whip is most repulsive to nervous ears. 
On market days, the horses stand pretty close to each 
other for sale ; and are led off, for shew, amidst boys, 
giris, and women, who contrive very dexterously to 
get out of the way of their active hoofs. The French 
seem to have an instinctive method of doing thal^ 
which, with ourselves, seems to demand forethought 
and deliberation. 

Of the Streets, in this extraordinary city, that of 
the Great Clock — (Rue de la Grosse Horloge) which 
runs in a straight line from the western front of the 
Cathedral, at right angles with the Rue dea Carmea, 
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is probably the most important, ancient, and interest- 
ing. When we were conveyed, on our entrance, (in 
t^e cabriolet of the Diligence) beneath the arch to the 
upper part of which this old fashioned clock ia at- 
tached, we were lost in admiration at the singularity 
of the scene. The inhabitants saw, and enjoyed, our 
astonishment. There is a fountain beneath, or rather 
on one side of this arch ; over which is sculptured a 
motley group of insipid figures, of the latter time of 
Louis Xiy. The old tower near this clock merits a 
leisurely survey : as do also some old bouses, to the 
right, on looking at it. It was within this old tower 
that a bell was formerly tolled, at nine o'clock each 
eTening, to warn the inhabitants abroad to return 
within the walls of the city.* 

Turning to the left, in this street, and going down 
a sharp descent, we observed a stand of hackney 
coaches in a small square, called La Place de la iV- 
eelle : that is, the place where the famous Jeanne 
p'ARcf was imprisoned, and afterwards burnt. What 

* [I apprehead this custom to be prevalent in fortified towns : 
— aa Rmitn/ortaerl;/ wag — and as I found such cuatom to obtidn at 
the present day, at Stragbourg-. Mons. Licquet says that the 
allusion to the curfew — or eotivre-feu — as appears in the previous 
edition — and which tbe reader well koows was egtablished by the 
Conqueror with us— was no particular badge of the slavery of 
the English, It had been preoiouilg established by William in 
NoBUANDT. Millot is referred to as the authority.] 

• ihefammu Jeanne d'Abc] Ooube, in the second volume 
of his Hittoire du Ducht de Normanilie, has devoted several spi- 
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sensations possess us as we gase on each surrounding 
object 1 — although, now, each surrounding object has 

ritedlf writteo pages to an account of the trial and execution of 
this heroiue. Her histoiy is pretty well known to the Engluh— 
from earliest youth. Goube uiyB that her mode of death had 
been completely prgadged j for that, previoiuly to the aentence 
beinif paased, they began to erect " a scaffold of plaster, ao 
nised, that the flames could not at first reach her — and she was 
in consequence consumed by a alow fire : her torture* being 
long- and horrible." Hume hag been rather too brief; but he 
jndicioualy obaerres that the conduct of the Duke of Bedford 
" was equally barbaroua and diahonourable." Indeed it were 
difScult to pronounce which is entitled to the ({reatest abhor- 
rence — the imbecility of Charles VII. the baseness of John of 
Luxembourg, or the treachery of the Regent Bedford ? 

The identical spot on which she Buffered ia not now visible, ac- 
cording to Millin j that place having been occupied by the late 
Marchi det feaux. It was however not half a stone's throw 
from the site of the present statue. In the Antiquiitt Na- 
tionalet of the last mentioned author (vol. iii. art. xzxn.) there 
are three plates ronnected with the History of Joam of Akc. 
The^rjf plate represents the Porte BouoreuU to the left, and 
the circular old tower to the right — in which latter Joan was 
confined, with some honaes before it ; the middle ground is a 
complete representation of the nibbiBhing state by which many 
of the public biuldinga at Rouen are yet surrounded ; and 
French taste has enlivened the foreground with a picture of a 
lover and bis mistress, in a boc^^, regaling themselves with a 
flagon of wine. The old circular tower (" qui vit g£mir cette 
infortun^," says Millin) exists no longer. Hie second plate 
represents the fountain which was btult in the market-place upon 
the very spot where the Maid suffered, and which spot was at 
first designated by the erection of a crosa. From the style of the 
embeUishmenls it appears to have been of the time of Lancia I. 
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undergone a palpable change ! Ah, my friend — 
what emotions nere once excited within this small 
space ! What curiosity, and even agony of mind, 
mingled with the tumults of indignation, the shouts of 
revenge, and the exclamations of pity t But life now 
goes on just the same as if nothing of the kind had 
happened here. The past ia forgotten. This hapless 
Joan of Arc is one of the many, who, having been tor- 
tured as heretics, have been afterwards reverenced as 
martyrs. Her statue was, not very long after her exe- 

Goube has re-engraved .this fountain. It waa taken down or de- 
mofisted in 17^; upon the site of which was built the preeent 
taatelesa production — resembling, aa the author of the Itintraire 
de Rouen (p. 69) well observes, " rather a Pallas than the heroine 
of Orleans." The name of the author was Stodts. Mitlin'a 
fAinf plate — of tlug present existing fountain, is desirable j in as 
much as it shews the front of the house, in the interior of which 
are the basso-rilievos of the Champ de drop d'Or .■ for an account 
of which see afterwards. 

Millin allows that all fortraitb of her — whether in sculpture, 
OT paiuting, or engraving — are purely ideal. Perhaps the 
nearest, in point of fidelity, was that which was seen in a painted 
glass window of the church of the Sfiaimes at Chaillot : although 
the building was not erected tiU the time of Charles VIII. Yet 
it might have been a copy of some coeval production. In regard 
to oil puntings, I take it that the portrut of Judith, with a 
■word in one hand, and the head of Holofemes in the other, has 
been usually copied (with the omission of the latter accompani- 
ment) as that of Jeanne d'Abc. I hardly know a more inte- 
resting collection of books than that which may be acquired res- 
pecting the fate of thb equally brave and unfortunate heroine. 
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cution, almost adored upon that very spot where her 
body hod been consigned with execrations to the flames. 
The square, in which this statue stands, contains pro- 
bably one of the very oldest houses in Rouen — and as 
iDteresting as it is ancient. It is invisible from with- 
out : but you open a wooden gate, and quickly find 
yourself within a small quadrangle, having three of its 
sides covered with basso-rilievo figures in plaster. 
That wle which &ce8 you is evidently older than ^e 
left : indeed I have no hesitation in assigning it to the 
end of the xvth century. The clustered ornaments of 
human figures and cattle, with which the whole of the 
exterior is covered, reminds us precisely of those nume- 
rous little wood-cut figures, chiefly pastoral, which we 
see in the borders of printed missals of the same pe- 
riod. The taste which prevails in them is half French 
and half Flemish. Not so is tfae character of the 
plaster figures which cover tbe le/i side on entering. 
These, my friend, are no less than the representation 
of the procession of Henry VIII. and Francis I. to the 
famous CuAHF db ]>B4F d'Or : of which Montfaucon* 
has pubUshed engravings. Having carefiilly examined 

* Far be it from me to depreciate the labours of Moot- 
foncon. But those who have not the meaoB of getting at 
that learned aDtlquarian's Monarchie Fran^oiMe may possibly 
have an opportonity of examining predaely tbe game repre- 
sentations, of the procession above alluded to, in Davarel't 
Attglo-Normait AtUiquUiet, Plate XII. TiU the year 1726 this 
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this very curious relie> of the beginning of the rixteenth 
century, I have no hesitation in pronouncing the copy 
of Montfaucon (or rather of the artist employed by 
him) to be most egregioualy foithless. I visited it agun 
and again, considering it to be worth all the " huge 
clocks" in Rouen put together. I hardly know how to 
take you from this interesting spot — from this exhibi- 
tion of beautiful old art — especially too when I consi- 
der that Francis himself once occupied the mansion, 
and held a Council here, with both English and French; 
that his bugles once sounded from beneath the gate 
way, and that his goblets once sparkled upon the 
chestnut tables of the great halL I do hope and trust 
that the Royal Academy of Rouen, will not sufier this 
architectural relic to perish, without leaving behind a 
substantial and faithful representation of it.* 

cxtraordinnry series of omameot was Bapposed to represent 
the Council of TVem ; but the Abb6 Noel, hnppening to God a 
salunaHder marked upon the back of one of the figures, m^ 
posed, with greater truth, that it was a repreaentation of the 
sbovementioned procession ; and accordingly sent Montfancon 
■n account of the whole. The Abb£ might have found more than 
one. two, or three aolsmanders, if he had looked close]; into this 
extraordinary exterior ; -and possibly, in hia time, the surfaces of 
the more delicate parts, eflpecially of the human features, mi|^t 
not have sustained the injuries which time and accident now seem 
to have inflicted on them. [A beantifol effort in the graphic way 
representing the entire interior front of this interesting mansion, 
is B«d to be published at Roaen.] 

* [In the previons edition of this work, there appeared a ftc- 
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While upon the subject of ancient edificee, let me 
return ; and, crossing the Hue de la Groue Horloge, 
contrive to place you in the centre of the square which 
is formed by tlie Palais de Justice. The inhabitants 
consider this building as the principal Kon in their city. 
It has indeed claims to notice and admiration, but will 
not bear the severe scrutiny of a critic in Gothic archi- 
tecture. It was partly erected by Louis XII. at the en- 
treaty of the provincial States, through the interest of 
the famous Cardinal d'Amboise, and partly by Franus I. 
This building precisely marks the restoration of Gothic 
taste in France, and the peculiar style of architecture 
which prevailed in the reign of Francis I. To say the 
truth, this style, hovever sparkling and imposing, is 
objectionable in many respects : for it is, in the first 
place, neither pure Gothic nor pure Grecian — ^but an 
injudicious mixture of both. Greek arabesque borders 
are nmcing up the sides of a portal terminating in a 
Gothic arch; and the Gothic ornaments themselves 
are not in the purest, or the most pleadng, taste. Too 
much is given to parts, and too little to the whole. 
The external ornaments axe frequentiy heavy, from 

simile of a small portion of this bas-relief, representing — u I 
■mi^ne — the setting out of Francis to meet Henry. Nothing, as 
far Bs correctness of detui goes, can give a more faitbful resem- 
blance of the PBBCisa statb in which the original appears i the 
defoeed and the entire parts being represented with equal fidelity. 
Mons. Lauglois has given a plate of the entire fk^ade or front — 
in outline — with great ability ; but so small as to give little or no 
notion of the character of the orifpnal. 
VOL. I. P 
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their size and elaborate execution ; and they seem to 
be stuck on to the main building without rhyme or 
reason. 

The criminal offences are tried in the hall to the 
right, and the prisoners are confined in the lower part 
of the building to the left : above which you mount by 
a flight of stone steps, which conducts you to a singu- 
larly curious hall,* about one hundred and seventy-^ve 
English feet in length — roofed by wooden ribs, in the 
form of an arch, and displaying a most curious and 
exact specimen of carpenter's work. This is justly 
shewn and commented upon to the enquiring traveller. 
Parts of the building are devoted to the courts of assize, 
aiid to tribunals of audience of almost every descrip- 
tion. The first Presidents of the Parliament lived 
formerly in the building which faces you upon en- 
trance, but matters have now taken a very different 
turn. Upon the whole, this Town Halt, or call it what 
you will, is rather a magnificent structure ; and cer- 
tainly superior to most provincial buildings of the kind 

■ • la Ducard'a time, "the ground story consisted of a great 
quadrangle Burrounded with booksellers shops. On one side of it 
a atone staircase led to a large and lofty room, which, in its inter- 
nal OS well as external appearance, resembled, though in minia- 
ture, Westminster Hall. Here (continues Ducarel) I saw several 
gentlemen of the long robe, in their gowns and bands, walking 
up and down with briefs in their hands, and making a great show 
of business." j4nglo-NoTmim AnliquiHei, p. 32. [According to 
Hans. Ucqnet, this " singiUarly curious Iiall" was begun to be 
built in 1493. It was afterwards, and is still called, ta SaUe tiei 
Proeurewt.^ 
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which we possess in England. I should teQ you that 
the courts for conunercial causes are situated near the 
quays, at the south part of the town: and Monsieur 
Riaux, who conducted me thither, (and who possesses 
the choicest library* of antiquarian books, of all de- 
scriptions, relating to Rouen, which I had the good 
fortune to see) carried me to the Hall qf Commerce, 
which, among other apartments, contains a large cham- 
ber (contiguous to the Court of Justice) covered with 
fieurt de lys upon a light blue ground. It is now how- 
ever much in need of reparation. Fresh lilies and a 
new ground are absolutely necessary to harmonise with 
a large oil-painting at one end of it, in which is repre- 
sented the reception of Louis XVI. at Rouen by the 
Mayor and Deputies of the town, in 1786. All the 
figures are of the size of life, well painted after the 
originals, and appear to be strong resemblances. On 
enquiring how many of them were now living, I was 
told that — ALL WERE DEAD ! The fate of the principal 
figure is but too well known. They should have this 
interesting subject — interesting undoubtedly to the 
inhabitants — executed by one of their best engravers. 
It represents the unfortunate Louis quite in the prime 
of life; and is the best whole length portrait of him 
which I have yet seen in pamting or in engraving. 

* the ehoicetl lidrarg.'] MoDBienr lUanx, ArcMnste ie la 
Chambre de Commerce. This amiable man unites ft love of lite- 
rature with that of arcliitectartil sntiquittea. The library of M. 
Le Prevoat is however as copious as that of Mons. R. 
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It is right however that you should know, that, in 
the Tribunal for the determination of commercial 
causes, there sits a very respectahle Bench of Judges: 
among whom I recognised one that had perfectly the 
figure, air, and countenance) of an Englishman. On 
enquiry of my guide, I found my supposition verified. 
He viaa an Engliahman ; but had been thirty years a 
resident in Rouen. The judicial costume b appropriate 
in every respect ; but I could not help smiling, the 
other morning, upon mee^g my fHend the judge, 
standing before the door of his house, in the open 
street — with a hairy cap on — ^leisurely smoking his pipe- 
And wherein consisted the harm of such a delasse- 
ment? 
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LETTER VII. 

THE QUATS, BRIDGE OF BOATS. B0E DU BAG. RUE DB 
ROBEC EAOX D£ BOBEC ET d'aUBBTTE. UOMT STB. 
CATBARIHE. HOSPICES — GENERAL ET D'HUHANiri. 

Still tarrying within this old fashioned place I I 
have indeed yet much to impart hefore I quit it, and 
which I have no scruple in avowing will be well deserv- 
ing of your attention. 

Just letting you know, in few words, that I have 
visited the iamous chemical laboratory of M. Vitalis, 
(Rue Beaavoitine) and the yet more wonderiiil spec- 
tacle exhibited in M. Lemere's machine for sawing 
wood of all descriptions, into small or large planks, by 
means of water works — I must take you along the 
QUAYS for a few minutes. These quays are flanked by 
an architectural front, which, were it finbhed agreeably 
to the original plan, would present us with one of the 
noblest structures in Europe. This stone front was 
begun in the reign of Louis XV. but many and pros- 
perous must be the years of art, of commerce, and of 
peace, before money sufficient can be raised for the 
successful completion of the pile. The quays are long, 
broad, and full of bustle of every description ; while in 
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some of the contiguous squares, ponderous bales of 
goods, shawls, cloth, and linen, are spread open to 
catch the observing eye. In the midst of this varied 
and animated scene, walks a well-known character, in 
his large cocked hat, and with his tin machine upon 
his back, iilleil with lemonade or coffee, sunnounted 
by a bell — which " ever and anon" is sounded for the 
6^e of attracting customers. He is here copied to the 
life. 



As you pass along this animated scene, by the side of 
the rapid Seine, and its Bridge of Boats, you caoDOt 
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help glancing now and then down the nBirrow old- 
fashioned streets, which run at right angles with the 
quays — with the innumerable small tile-fashioned pieces 
of wood, like scales, upon the roofs — which seem as if 
they would be demolished by every blast. The nar- 
rowness and gloom of these streets, together with the 
bold and overwhelming projections of the upper stories 
and roofs, afford a striking contrast to the animated 
scene upon the quays: — where the sun shines with 
fiill freedom, as it were ; and where the glittering 
streamers, at innumerable mast-heads, denote the 
wealth and prosperity of the town. If the day happen 
to be fine, you may devote half a morning in contem- 
plating, and mingling with, so interesting a scene. 

We have had frequent thunder-storms of latej and 
the other Sunday evening, happening to be sauntering 
at a considerable height above the north-west Boule- 
vards, towards the Faubourg Cauchoise, I gained a 
summit, upon the edge of a gravel pit, whence I looked 
down unexpectedly and predpitously upon the town 
below. A magnificent and immense cloud was rolling 
over the whole ci^. The Seine was however visible 
on the other side of it, shining like a broad diver 
chord: while the barren, ascending pl^s, through 
which the road to Caen passes, were gradually becom- 
ing dusk with the overshadowing cloud, and drenched 
with rain which seemed to be rushing down in one 
immense torrent. The tops of the Cathedral and of 
the abbey of St. Ouen were almost veiled in darkness. 
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by tfae passing storm ; but the lower part of the tover, 
and the whole of the nave of each building, were in 
one stream of golden light — from the last powerful 
rays of the setting sun. In ten minutes this msgicallj- 
varied scene settled into the sober, uniform tint of 
evening ; but I can never forget the rich bed of purple 
and pink, fringed with burnished gold, in which the 
sun of that evening set! I descended — absorbed in 
the recollection of the lovely objects which I had just 
contemplated — and regaled by the sounds of a thou- 
sand little gurgling streamlets, created by the parsing 
tempest, and hastening to predpitate themselves into 
the Seine. 

Of the different trades, especially retiul, which are 
carried on in Rouen with the greatest success, those 
connected with the cotton manttfactoriea cannot ful to 
claim your attention ; and I fancied I saw, in some of 
the shop-windows, shawls and gowns which might pre- 
sume to vie with our Manchester and Norwich produc- 
tions. . Nevertheless, I learnt that the French were 
extremely partial to British manufactures : and cotton 
stockings, coloured muslins, and what are called ging^ 
hams, are coveted by them with the same fondness aa 
we prize their cambric and their lace. Their best 
articles in watches, clocks, ulver ornaments, and trin- 
kets, are obtained from Paris. But in respect to up- 
holstery, I must do the Rouennois the justice to say, 
that I never saw any thing to compare with their eicnt- 
toiret and other articles of furniture made of the wal- 
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nut tree. These upright escrutoires, or wridng desks, 
are in almost every bed-room of the more respectable 
hotels : but of course their polish is gone when they 
become stationary furniture m an imi — for the art of 
rubbing, or what is called elbow-grease with us — ^is 
almost unknovQ on either side of the Seine. You 
would be charmed to hare a fine specunen of a side 
board, or an eacnitoire, (the latter five or six feet high) 
made by one of their best cabinet^nakers from choice 
walnut wood. The polish and tone of colour are 
equally gratifying ; and resemble somewhat that of rose 
wood, but of a gayer aspect. The or-molu ornaments 
are tastefully put on ; but the general shape, or con- 
tour, of the several pieces of furniture, struck me as 
being in bad taste. 

He who wishes to be astonished by the singularity of 
a scene, connected with trade, should walk leisurely 
down the Rue de Robec. It is surely the oddest, and 
as some may think, the most repulsive scene imaginable: 
But who that has a rational curiosity could resist such 
a walk ! Here live the dyers of clothes — and in the 
middle of the street rushes the precipitous stream, 
called UEau de Hobee* — receiving colours of all hues. 
To-day it is nearly jet black : to-morrow it is bright 

" Botu^tuerille describes this river, in the sixteenth century, 
u being "aucune fob iauhie, autrefois roug%, verte, blefie, viol^ 
& autres couleurs, selon qu'vn gnad nombre de tdnturiers qui 
innt deasiia, la diueraifient par interuatlea en fusant leura ma- 
neurea." Antiqutief de Caen, p. 36. 
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scarlet : a third day it is blue, and a fourth day it is 
yellow I Meanwhile it ia partially coDcealed by little 
bridges, cotnmuiiicating with the manufactories, or with 
that side of the street where the work-people live : and 
the whole has a dismal and disagreeable aspect— espe- 
cially in dirty weather : but if you go to one end of it 
(I think to the east — as it runs east and west) and look 
down upon the descending street, with the overhan^g 
upper stories and roofs — the foreshortened, numerous 
bridges — the differently-coloured dyed clothes, sus- 
pended from the windows, or from poles — the constant 
motion of men, women, and children, running across 
the bridges — ^with the rapid, eamelion stream beneath 
— you cannot fiul to acknowledge that this is one of 
the most singular, grotesque, and uncommon sights in 
the wonder-working city of Rouen. I ought to tell 
you that the first &mous Cardinal d'Amboise(ofwhom 
the preceding pages have made such frequent honour- 
able mention) caused the Eau de Robec to be di- 
rected through the streets of Rouen, from its original 
channel or source in a little valley near St. Martin da 
Vnien. Formerly there was a much more numerous 
clan of these " teinturiers" in the Rue de Robec — but 
they have of late sought more capauous premises in 
the feuxbourgs de St. Hilaire and de Martaittvilh. 
The neighbouring sister-stream, FJSau d^Aubette, ia 
destined to the same purposes as that of which I have 
been just discoursing ; but I Ao not at this moment 
recollect whether it be also dignified, in its course, by 
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turning a few com mills, ere it empties itself into the 
Seine. Indeed the thundering noise of one of these 
mills, turned by the Robec river, near the church of 
St. Maciou, will not be easily forgotten. Thus you see 
of what various, strange, and striking objects the atj 
of Rouen is composed. Bustle, noise, life and activity, 
in the midst of an atmosphere unsullied by the fumes 
of sea coal : — ^hilarity and apparent contentment : — the 
spruce bourgeoise and the slattern fille de chambre : — 
attired in vestments of deep crimson and dark blue— 
every thing flits before you as if touched by magic, and 
as if sorrow and misfortune were unknown to the inha- 
bitants. 

" Paullo majora canamus." In other words, let us 
leavfl the Town for the Country. Let us hurry through 
a few more narrow and crowded alleys, courts, and 
streets — and as the morning is yet beautiful, let ds 
hasten onwards to enjoy the famous Panorama of 
Rouen and its environs from the Mont Ste. Catha- 
rine . . . Indeed, my friend, I sincerely wish that you 
could have accompanied me to the summit of this en- 
chanting eminence : but as you are &r away, you must 
be content with a brief description of our Uttle expedi- 
tion thither,* The Mont Ste. Catharine, which is 

* expedition Ihilher.'] — When John Evelyn visited this neigh- 
bourhood, in 1644, " the country so abounded with viotvei, that k 
shepherd, whom he met, told tiim that one of his companions wai 
strangled by one of them the da^ before — and that, in the midst 
of the flock I The fields (continues he) are mostly planted witk 
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entirely chalk, is considered the highest of the hills in 
the immediate vicinity of Rouen ; or rather, perhaps, is 
considered the point of elevation from which the city 
is to he viewed to the greatest possible advantage. It 
lies to the left of the Seine, in your way from the town ; 
and the ascent begins considerably beyond the barriers. 
Indeed it is on the route to Paris. We took an ex- 
cellent ,)!acr? to carry US to the beginning of the ascent, 
that our legs might be in proper order for scrambling 
up the acclivities immediately above ; and leaving the 
mtun road to the right, we soon commenced our ambu- 
latory operations in good earnest. But there was not 
much labour or much di£BcuUy : so, halting, or stand- 
ing, or sitting, on each little eminence, our admiration 
seemed to encrease — till, gaining the highest ppint, 
looking towards the west, we found ourselves imme- 
diately above the town and the whole of its environs .... 
" Heavens, what a goodly prospect spread around !** 
The prospect was indeed " goodly — " being varied, ex- 
tensive, fertile, and luxuriant ... in spite of a compa- 

pears and applea and other cider fruits. It is plentifully fur- 
nished with quurieB of stone and slate, and hath iroa in abun- 
dance." Memoirs of the L^e and JFritingt of John Evelyn, 
Tol. i. p. 60. Edit. 1818. My friend Mr. J. H. Markland yiaited 
Mont St. Catharine the ;ear after the visit above described. He 
was of coime enchanted with the riewt and told me, that a 
friend whom he met there, and who had travelled pretty much in 
Italy, asBured him there was nothing like it on the banks of either 
the Amo or the Po. In abort, it is quite peculiar to itself — and 
cannot be surpassed. 
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ratively backward spring. The city was the main 
object, not only of attraction, but of astonbhinent 
Although the point from vhich we viewed it is consi- 
dered to be exactly on a level with the summit of the 
spire of the Catliedral, yet we seemed to be ban^g, 
as it were, in the lur, immediately over tbe streets them- 
selves. We saw each church,- each public edifice, and 
almost each street ; nay, we began to think we could 
discover almost every individual stirring in them. The 
soldiers, exercidng on the parade in the Champ de 
Mars, se»ned to be scarcely two stones'throw from us ; 
while the sounds of their music reached us in the most 
distinct and gratifying manner. No " Diable botteux" 
could ever have transported a " Don Cleophas LSan- 
dro Perez Zambutlo" to a more favourable situation 
for a knowledge of what was passing in a city ; and if 
the houses had been unroofed, we could have almost 
discerned whether the escrutoiret were made of maho- 
gany or walnut-wood! This wonder-working effect 
proceeds from the extraordinary clearness oftheatmofh 
phere, and the absence of sea-coal fume. The sky 
was perfectly blue — the generality of tbe roofs were 
also composed of blue slate : this, added to the inci- 
pient verdure of the boulevards, and the darker hues 
of the trunks of the trees, upon the surrounding hills 
— the lengthening forests to tbe left, and the numerous 
white " maisons de plaisance"* to the right — while the 

" II is thus prettily observed in the little /(inwoire <k Rouen — 
" Ces agr^ables maisons de^laisanee appartiennent ^dea habitants 
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S«ine,witli its hundred TeBGels,iinmediatelybelow, to the 
left, and in face of you — ^witb its cultivated litde islands 
— and the sweeping meadows or race-ground* on the 
other side — all, or indeed any, of these objects could 
not fail to excite our warmest admiration, and to make 
us instinctively exclaim "that such a panorama was 
perfectly unrivalled 1" 

We descended Mont Ste. Catharine on the side fac- 
ing the Hospice G^a^al: a building of a very hand- 
some form, and considerable dimensions. It is a noble 
establishment for foundlings, and the aged and infirm of 
both sexes. I was told that not fewer than twenty-five 
hundred human beings were sheltered in this asylum ; 
a number, which equally astonished and delighted me. 
The descent, on this side the hill, is exceedingly pleas- 
ing ; being composed of serpentine little walks, through 
occasional alleys of trees and shvabs, to the very base 
of the hill, not many hundred yards from the hospital. 
The architecture of this extensive building is more 
mixed than that of its neighbour the Hospice d^Hu- 
tnaniti, on account of the diffetent times in which por- 

de Rouen qui y neDiient en ftmille, d«oa U belle saison, se d^ 
baser des embttmts de la rille et des fi>tt)^es du commerce." 
p. 163. 

t mM^ifrmtnrf.]— When the EngUslL cavalry were quartered 
here in 1814-6, the officers were in the frequent habit of raung 
with eactL other. These races were guly attended by the inhabi* 
tants; and I heard, from more than one mouth, the warmest 
commendations bestowed upon the fleetnesB of the coursers uid 
the skill of the riders. 
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tions of it were added : but, upon the whole, you are 
rather struck with its approach to what may be called 
magnificence of style. I was indeed pleased with the 
good order and even good breeding of its motley inha- 
bitants. Some were strolling quietly, with their arms 
behind them, between rows of trees : — others were 
tranquilly sitting upon benches : a third group would 
be in motion within the squares of the building : a 
fourth appeared in deep consultation whether the 
potage of to day were not inferior to that of the pre< 
ceding day ? — " Que cherchez vous. Monsieur ?" sud 
a fine looking old man, touching, and half taking ofl; 
his cocked hat ; " I wish to see the Abb^ Turquier," 
— rejoined I. " Ah, il vient de sortir — par ici. Mon- 
sieur." " Thank you." " Monsieur je vous souhaite 
le bon jour — au plaisir de vous revoir !" And thus I 
paced through the squares of this vast building. The 
" Portier" had a countenance which our Wilkie would 
have seized with avidity, and copied with inimitable 
spirit and fidelity. 
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LETTER VIII. 

EARLT TTPOGKAPHT AT ROUEN. MODERN FBINTER9. 
CHAP BOOKS, BOOKSELLERS. BOOK COLLECTORS. 

Now for a little gossip and chit-chat about Paper, 
Ink, Boohs, Printing-Officet, and curiosities of a gra- 
phic description. Perhaps the most regular method 
would be to speak of a few of the principal Presses, 
before we take the productions of these presses into 
consideration. And first, as to the antiquity of print- 
ing in Rouen.* The art of printing is supposed to 
have been introduced here, by a citizen of the name 
of Maufer, between the years 1470 and HSO. Some 
of the specimens of Kouen Missals and Breviaries, 

* The reader may poastbly not object to consult two or three 
pages of the Bibliographical Decameron, beginDlof; at page 137, 
vol. ii. respecting a few of the early Rouen printers. The name 
of Maufbb, howcTer, appears ia a fine large folio volume, enti- 
tled Gaielauui de TiemM Fincenlim in Quatt. Ariitot. Metheor. Li- 
brot, of the dote of 1476 — in the poageaeion of Earl Spencer. See 
^d. AUhorp to), ii. p. 134. l^Vom the colophon of which we can 
only infer that Maufer was Aciliteao/Itouen. [According to M. 
Licquet, the firat book printed at Rouen — a book of the greateet 
rarity — was entitled Lft Croniquet de Normnndie, par Guillaamg 
Le 'fallear, 1487, folio] 
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especially of those by Morin, who was the second 
{tnnter in this tnty, ^e very splendid. His device, 
Trhicb is not common, and rather striking, is here en- 
closed for your gratification. 



Few provindal towns have been more fertile in ^o- 
graphical productions ; and the reputation of Tal> 
LEUR, GuALTiBB, and Valentin, gave great respect-, 
ability to the press of Rouen at the commencement of 
the sixteenth century: 

' VOL. I. G 
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Yet I am not aUe to ueertun whether thew presset 
were very fruitful in Ultmttatt^ 4L^tVCatitii and tlfl 
l^ettcgt I raAN think, however, that they were not 
deficient m this popular claes of literature, if I am to 
judge from the Bpecimene which are yet lingering, as 
it were, in the hauds of the curioua. The gravify even 
of an archiepiscopal see could never repress the natural 
love of the French, &om time immemorial, for light 
and &nciful reading. 

You know with what pertinata^ I grope about old 
alleys, tAd courts, byJanes, and unfrequented comers — 
in search of what is curious, or pretnous, or rare in the 
book way. But ere vre touch that enchanting chord, 
let us proceed according to the plan laid down, first 
therefore for printing-offices. Of these, the names of 
PiRiAUZ, (In^rimeur tie PAcadSmie,) Baudrt, f/m- 
primeur du Roi) M£oard, (Rue MartainviUe) and 
Leckene-Labbet, (Imprimear-IAbraire et Marchand 
de Papiers) axe masters of the principal presses ; hut 
such is the influence of Paris, or of metropolitan 
feshions, that a publisher will sometimes prefer getting 
his work printed at the capitaL* Of the foregoing 

* [^Since the publication of the first edition of Aa Tour, I have 
had parlicvlar rcMOn to hecome further ftcqiuunted with the pOr- 
tialitj of the Bonemtou for I^uisi&u printing. When M, Licquet 
did me the honour to tnuulate my IXth Letter, BabjoiniDg noteSi 
(whkh cut Aeir own throats inetead of that of the author anno* 
tated upon) he employed the press of H«ns. Citpekt, at Paiii ; 
a press, as eminently diatingaiahed for its beaaty and accnncy, 
u its Director has proved himself to be for his surow-mtDded- 
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printers, it i>eboves me to make some mention ; and 
yet I can speak personally but of two : Mesaeura Pe- 
riaux and Megard. M. Periaux is printer to the 
AcaiUmie des Sciences, Beliet-Lettres et Arts de Rotten, 
of which academy, indeed, he ia himself an accom- 
plished member. He is quick, intelligent, well-bred, 
and obliging to the last degree ; and may be consi- 
dered the Henry Stephen of the Rouen Printers. He 
urged me to call often : but I could visit him only twice. 
Each time I found him in his counting house, with his 
cap on — shading his eyes : a pen in. his right hand, 
and a proof sheet in his left. Though he rejoiced at 
seeing me, I could discover (much to his praise) thal^ 
like Aldus, he wished me to "say my saying quickly,"* 
and to leave him to his delea and stels ! He has a great 
run of business, and lives in one of those strange, old- 
fashioned houses, in the form of a square, with an out- 
Mde spiral staircase, so common in this extraordinary 
city. He introduced me to his son, an inteUigent young 
man — well qualified to take the labouring oar, either 

nest and acrimoD; of feeling. M. L. (as I learnt from a friend 
who conversed with him, and as indeed I natnraUy expected) 
seemed to be sorrf for whet he had done.] 

■ tike Aldat, " tag my laying" quicUy.'] Coniult Mr. Roscoe'i 
lAfe o/LeoX. vol. i. p. 169-70, 8vo. edit. Unger, in his Lifeof 
Ahhu, edit, Gerel. p. xxKui. has spleassnt notice of an inscrip- 
tion, to the ftame effect, put over the door of his printing-office 
by Aldus. [It has been quoted to satiety, and I therefore omit 
it here.] 
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upon the temporary or permanent retirement of hit 
parent.* 

Of Monsieur M£oard, who may be called the an- 
ient Jenson, or the modern Bulmer, of Rouen, I can 
speak only in terms of praise— ~both as a civil gentle- 
man and as a successful printer. He is doubtless the 
most elegant printer in this city ; and being also a 
publisher, his business is very considerable. He makes 
his regular half yearly journeys among the neighbour- 
ing towns and villages, and as regularly brings home 
the fruits of his enterprise and industry. On my first 
visit, M, Megard was from home ; but Madame, " son 
£pouse, I'attendoit a chaque moment 1" There is a 
particular class of women among the French, which 
may be said to be singularly distinguished for their 
intelligence, dvility, and good breeding. I mean the 
wives of the more respectable tradesmen. Thus I 
found it, in addition to a hundred similar previous in- 
stances, with Madame Megard. ""Mais Monsieur, 
je Tous prie de V0U8 asseoir. Que voulez vous?" "I 
wish to have a little conversation with your husband. 
I am an enthusiastic lover of the art of printing. I 
search every where for skilful printers, and thus it is 
that I come to pay my respects to Monsieur M€gard.* 
We both sat down and conversed together ; and I 

■ [Mona. P&riaux has lately published a Dlctiooary of the 
Stretts of tlonen, in alphabetical order ; in two small, nnosten- 
tatioiu, and useM octavo volumes.] 
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found in Madame Megard a eommunicatiTe, and weB< 
instructed, representative of the said ancient Jenson, 
or modern Bulmet. " EnSn, voila mon mari qoi ar- 
rire" — said Madame, turning round, upon the opening 
of the door :— when I looked forward, and obGerved a 
atout man, rather above the middle size, with a coun* 
tenance perfectly English— hut accoutred in the dresa 
of the national guard, with a grenadier cap on bii 
bead. Madame saw my embarrassment : laughed i 
and in two minutes her husband knew the purport of 
my visit. He began by expressing his dislike of the 
military garb : but admitted the absolute necessity of 
adopting such a measure as that of embodying a na- 
tional guard. " Soyez le bien venu ; Ma foi, je ne suii 
que trop sensible, Monsieur, de I*honneur que vous me 
fiutes — ^vu que vous £tes antiquaire typographique, et 
que vous avez public des ouvrages relatifs i notre art< 
Mais ce n'est pas ici qu'il faut en chetcher de bellw 
^preuves. C'est a Paris." 

I parried tins delicate thrust by observing that I was 
well acquainted with the fine productions of Didot, 
and had also seen the less as{Hring ones of himself ; of 
which indeed I had reason to think his towmunen 
might be proud. This I spoke with the utmost sin-> 
cerity. My first visit concluded with two elegant UttJe 
book-presents, on the part of M. 31egard-*onQ being 
Hearet de Rouen, a I'tuage du Diocite, ISH, l^o. 
and the other Etrennea noueeHes commodes et utilet, 
1815, ISmo. — the former bound ia green morocco; 
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and the latter in calf, with gilt leaves, but printed on a 
sort of apricot-tinted paper — producing no unpleasing 
ef{bct. Both are exceedingly well executed. My 
visits to M. Megard were rather frequent. . He has a 
son at the College Royale, or Lycee, whither I accom- 
panied him, one Sunday morning, and took the church 
of that establishment in the way. It is built en&«ly 
in the Italian style of architecture : is exceedingly spa- 
oous : has a fine organ, and is numerously attended. 
The pictures I saw in it, although by no means of first- 
rate merit, quite convince me that it is in churches of 
Rommi, and not of Gothic architecture, that paintings 
produce the most harmonious efiect. This college 
and church form a noble establishment, situated in one 
of the most conunanding eminences of the town. From 
some parts of it, the flying buttresses of the nave of 
the Abbey of St. Ouen, with the Seine at a short dis- 
'tanee, surmounted by the hills and woods of Canteleu 
as a back ground, are seen in the most gloriously pic- 
turesque manner. 

But the printer who does the most business — or 
rather whose business lies in the lower department of 
the art, in bringing forth what are called chap iooit — 
is Lbckene-Labbey — imprimeta--libraire et marchand 
de papiera. The very title imports a sort of Dan 
Neteberrt/'t repomtory. I believe however that Le- 
crSne-Labbey's business is much diminished. He once 
lived in the Rue de la Grotae-Horloge, No. IS : hut 
at present carries on trade in one of the out-skirting 
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streetBof the town. I was told tbat the premieeB he 
now occupiea were once an old church oi monastery, 
and that a thousand fluttering sheets are now sus- 
pended where formerly was seen the solemn proces- 
sion of silken banners, with reli^us emhlems, *enihla-* 
xoned in colours of all hues. I called at the old shop, 
and supplied myself with a dingy copy of the Cata- 
logue de la Biblioihique Bleue — from which catalogue 
however I could purchase but little ; as the greater 
part of the old books, several of the Ctixtonkm stamp, 
had taken then: departures. It was from this Cata- 
logue that I learnt the precise character of the works 
destined for common reading ; and from hence inferred, 
what I stated to you a little time ago,' ^a.X RoToancei, 
Rondelaya, and chivalrous stories, are yet read with 
pleasure by the good people of France. It is, in short, 
from this lower, or lowest species of literature-^if it 
must be so designated — that we gather the real genius, 
or mental character; of the ordinary classes of society. 
I do assure you that some of these chap publications 
are singularly droll and curious. Kven the very'rudt^ 
ments of learning, or the mere alphabet-book, meets 
the eye in a very imposing manner — as in the following 
facsimile. 
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t la nomine Patris, 8c Filii. 

^ & fpiritus fancti. Amen. 
A abed 
e f g h i k 
1 m n o p 
q r f s t u 
V X y z & 
aeioumnftct 11 fi 

: fl fl ffl ffi ffi a oe. 

L'Oiaifou Dominicale. 

p Ater nofter , 
qui es in coe- 
lis , fanctifice- 

l tur nomen tuum 



Love, Marriage, and Cot^estion, are fertile themes 
in tiiiese little farthing chap booka. Yonder site a fille 
de chambre, after her work is done. She is intent 
upon some little manual, taken from the BilUothique 
Bleue. Approach her, apd ask her for a sight of it 
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She smiles, and readily shews you CaUchitme a Faaage 
deg Grdndea FiUea pour itre MarUeg ,• ememble la 
manih-e tTatlirer les Amans. At the first glance of i^ 
you suppose that this is entirely, from beginning to 
end, a wild and probably somewhat indecorous manual 
of instruction. By no means ; for read the Litaniet 
and Prayer with which it concludes, and which I here 
send : admitting that they exhibit a strange mixture of 
the simple and the serious. 

LTTANffiS. 
Pfur loulet ie* FVle* qui dMrent entrer en menage. 

Kfrie, je vondrois, 

Ckntte, toe mari^ 

Kftie, je prie toiu les Sunts, 

Chritte, que ce loit demain. 

Sainte Marie, tout Ie Monde se marie. 

Saint Jeieph, que tdus ai-je fait I 

Saint Nicolat, at m'oubliei pas. 

Saim M^d^e, que j'ue un boa mari. 

SaiM Matthieu, qu'il cnigae Dieu. 

Saint Jean, qu'il m'aime teudremeot. 

Saint Bruno, qu'il soitjuli &beau. 

Sabu Franeoii, qu'il me eoic fidele. 

Saint Andrd, qu'il aoit k mon grf. 

SabU jyidier, qu'il aime h trsniUer. 

Saint Honors, qu'il n'sime paa ii jouer. 

Saint Seeerin, qu'il u'aime pM Ie rin. 

Saint Client, qu'il Boit diligent. 

Saint Saueeur, qu'il ait bon coeur. 

Saint Nicaiie, que je eoi^ 4 mon uae. 

Saint JotK, qull me donne un carroiM. 

Smnt Boniface, que moa mariage se fuse. 

Saint Augmiin, d^ demain matin. 
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Okaicom. 

Seigneur, qui tvei fanai Adam de U terre, «t «|ai lid 4m 
doDnd Eve pour m rompagnei eoToyez-inoi, s'il vous pl^t, na 
Iton mari pour compagaoD, aoa pour k voluptf, mais pour voui 
bonorer & avoir dcs enfants qui voua bfiiiieaeut. Ainsl soit il. 

Among the books of this class, before alluded to, 
I purchased a fiingularly amusing little manual called 
** La Confession de la Bottne Femme" It is really not 
divested of merit. Whether however it may not have 
been written during the Revolution, with a view to 
ridicule the practice of auricular confession which yet 
obtains throughout France, I cannot take upon me to 
pronounce j but there are undoubtedly some portions 
of it which seem so obviously to satirise this practice, 
that one can hardly help drawing a conclusion in the 
affirmative. On the other hand it may perhaps be 
inferred, with greater probability, that it is intended to 
shew with what extreme facility a system of self-decep- 
Hon may be maintained.* Referring however to the 
little manual in questitin, among the various choice mor- 
ceaus which it contains, take th% following extracts : 

* [Mods. Licquet tranalateB the latter part of tlie above pag- 
lage thus :— " avec quelle focilit^ nous p&rvenons & nous abuser 
nouS'ingmefi," — adding, in a note, ta follows : *' J'avais d'aliord 
vn un tout autre sens duns la phrase angldse. Si celui que j'a- 
dapte n'£talt pas encore le veritable, j'en demande aine^ement 
pardon i I'auleur." In turn, I may not be precisely informed of 
the meaniDg and force of the verb " abuier" — used by my trans- 
lator : but I bad been better satisfied with the verb trompef—^ 
more closely conveying the sense of the original.^ 
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exemplificator; of a woman's evading the mam point* 
of confession. 

Confeueur. Ne Toulez vons pae mer^poodre; en on mot, com- 
bien y a-t-il de temps que voiu ne voub Stes confeufe \ 

La P^niiente. Ilf a unmou tout juste, carc'£toitlequitritoe 
jour du mois possi, & nous sommes mi Ginquifcrne du moil coo- 
raut i or coinptez, moo pfere, (t tous trouverez justemcnt que. . . . 

C. Cestassez, neparlez point taut, Scditesmoi en peudemott 

EUeraeonie letp^hA tPautmi. 

Lit P^nitente. J'u un enfant qui est le plus mfebant gar^on 
que vous eyez Jamali vu i il jure, bat sa steur, il fuit I'^cole, d^ - 
robe tout ce qu'il peut pour jouer; il suit de mfcfaans fripons: 
I'autre jour en courant il perdil son chapcau. Eiifin, c'eat un 
mfehfknt gftr^on, je veux tous I'amener aQn que voua me I'cndoC' 
triniez un pen s'il vous plait. 

C. Dltea-moivoB pfchfa. 

P. Mais.mon pfere,j'aiune fille qui est encore pire. Jenels 
peux faire lever le matin: Jel'appelte cent fois: Margaerlle: 
plaif-il ma Mere T tiee-loi promptement el deicenii : /i/ vail. Elle 
ne bou^e pas. Si tu ne eiem maintenant, lu terat battue. Elle 
s'en moque. QuBndjel'enToiedla Ville.jc Iwi Axarevientprompte' 
ment, ne t'amute pai. Opcndant, elle s'arr6te k toutes les ]>ortes 
comme I'flne d'un meClnier, elle babille avec tous ceux qu'elle 
rencontre ; & quand elle me fait cela, je la bata i ne fais-je pai 
bien, mon pfere I 

C. Dites-moi vot ficbh et non pas ceux de voi en/ant. 
, P. n se trouve, mon p^, que nous avons dans notre rue une 
voiaine qui est b plua m&shante de toutes les femmes : elle jure, 
elle querelle tous ecus qui passent, personnn ne la peat aonfiiiT, 
ni sou mari, ni les enfaus, & bien sourent elle s'enivre, & toui 
me dites, mon pbre, quelle est ccIle-U } c'est. . . . 

C. Ah f^ardez-TOus bien de la nommer j cor h la confession U ne 
fant jamus fair conuoitre les personnes dont vous d^larex les 
picl>£s. 
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P. Cut elle qui vient le confeswropr^ moi: gTondet-labieD, 
cur voua ne lui en sauriez trop dire. 

C. Taieez-vouB done, & oe parlez que de vot fickia, hod pas 
de ceux liet autret, 

Ette I'accuie de ce gvi n'etl point p^h/. 

Penitenle. — Ah ! mon pfere, J'ai fait nn grand picbi, ah ! le 
grsad pichil H^las je serai dama^, qnoique mon confeueur 
m'aitdjfendu de le dire j'amaie, n£anmDins monpbrejenut fotu 
it declarer. 

C. Ne ledites point, puiaque votre confeBBenrvouBradefeodu, 
je ae veuz point t'enteodre. 

P. Ah ! D'importe ; je veuz voue le dire, c'eat nn trop grand 
■pichi: J'ti battu inn m^re. 

C. VouB avez baitu votre mere] Ah! mia^ble, c'est on cas 
r^rr^ & un crime qui mfirite la potebce. El quand l'ft»ei-vous 
battue ? 

P. Qnaad j'^tois petite de I'ftge de quatre ana. 

C. Ah 1 aimple, ne savez-rous paa que tout ce que lea enfons 
font avant I'fige de raison, qui est enriron Vige de sept ans, ue' 
aauroit fitre un p£ch£. 

There ia however one thing, which I must frankly 
declare to you as entitled to dbtinct notice and espe- 
cial commendation. It ia, the method of teaching " ca- 
techisms^ of a different and higher older : I mean the 
CHURCH cATECHisHS. Both the Cathedral and the 
Abbey of St. Ouen have numerous side chapels. 'With- 
in these side chapeb are collected, on stated days of 
the week, the young of both sexes. They are arranged 
in a circle. A priest, in his white robes, is seated, or 
stands, in the centre of them. He examines, questions, 
corrects, or commends, as the opportunity calls for it. 
His manner is winning and persuasive. His action is 
admirable. The lads shew him great respect, and are 
rarely rude, or seen to laugh. Those who answer well. 
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and pay the greater attention, receiye, with words of 
commendation, gentle pats upon the head — and I could 
not but consider the blush, with which this mark of 
favour was usually received, as so many presages of 
future excellence in the youth. I once witnessed a 
most determined catechetical lecture of girls ; who 
might be called, in the language of their matrimonial 
catechism, " de grandes filles." It was on an evening, 
in the Chapel of Our Lady in St. Onen's Abbey, that 
this examination took place. Two elderly priests 
attended. The responses of the females were as quick 
as they were correct ; the eye being always invariably 
fixed on the pavement, accompanied with a gravity 
and even piety of expression. A large group of mo- 
thers, with numerous spectators, were in attendance. 
A question was put, to which a supposed incorrect 
response was given. It was repeated, and the same 
answer followed. The priest hesitated : something 
like vexation was kindling in his cheek, while the 
utmost calmness and confidence seemed to mark the 
countenance of the examinant. The attendant mothers 
were struck with surprise. A silence for one uunute 
ensued. The question related to the " Holy Spirit." 
The priest gently approached the girl, and sofUy arti- 
culated — " Mais, ma chSre considerez un peu," — and 
repeated the question. " Mon pere, ^et more softly, 
rejoined the pupil) j'ai bien consideree, et je crois que 
c'est conune je vous I'ai d€ja dit." The Priest crossed 
his hands upon his breast , , . brought down his eye- 
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brows in a thoughtful mood . ■ . and turning quickly . 
round to the gitl, addressed her in the most affec- 
tionate tone of voice — " Ma petite, — tu as bien dit ; et 
j'avois tort" The conduct of the ^rl was admirable.- 
She curtsied, blushed . . . and with eyes, from which 
tears seemed ready to start, surveyed the circle of 
spectators . . . caught the approving glance of her 
mother, and sunk triumphantly upon her chair — with 
the united admiration of teachers, companions, parents 
and spectators ! The whole was conducted with the 
most perfect propriety ; and the pastors did not with- 
draw till they were fitirly exhausted. A love of truth 
obliges me to confess that this reciprocity of zeal, on 
the part of master and pupil, is equally creditable to 
both parties ; and especially serviceable to the cause of 
religion and morality. 

Let me here make honourable mention of the kind 
offices of Monsieur Longchamp, who volunteered his 
friendly services in walking over half the town with me, 
to shew me what he justly considered as the most wor- 
thy of observation. It is impossible for a generous 
mind to refuse its testimony to the ever prompt kind- 
ness of a well-bred Frenchman, in rendei-ing you all 
the services in his power. Enquire the way,— and 
you have not only a finger quickly pointing to it, but 
the owner of the finger must also put himself in motion 
to accompany you a short distance upon the route, and 
that too uncovered! "Mais, Monsieur, mettez votre 
chapeau . . je voua en prie . . mille pardons." " Mon- 
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aieur oe dites pas un eeul mot . . pour mon chapeau, 
qu'il reste a eon aise." 

Among book-collectors, Antiquaries, and Men of 
Taste, let me speak with becoming praise of the amia- 
ble and accomplished M. Auguste Le Pbevost — ^who 
is considered, by competent juflgea, to be the best anti- 
quary in Rouen.* Mr. Dawson Turner, (a name, in 
our own country, synonymous with all that ia liberal 
and enlightened in matters of virtu) was so obliging as 
to give mc a letter of introduction to him ; and he 
shewed me several rare and splendid works, which 
were deserving of the commendations that they received 
from their owner. 

M. Le Prevost very justly discredits any remains of 
Roman masonry at Rouen ; but he will not be dis- 
pleased to see that the only exLiting relics of the castle 
or town walls, have been copied by the pencil of a 
late travelling friend. What you here behold is pro- 
bably of the fourteenth century. 

* M. Lb Frevoat is a bellei-lettreg Antiquflrj of tlie Ugliest 
order. Hig " M^moire laisant suite k TEduii ear lee Roman! 
hietoriques du moyen flge" may tfach modera Normane not to 
despair when deaih shall have laid low their preeeDt oracle the 
Abbe' de la Rve. [I am proud, in Ibia eecond edition of my 
Tour, to record the uninterrupted correspondence and friendship 
of thisdislinguisfaed Individual; and lean only regret, id common 
with several friends, that M. Le Prevost will uol eummoo courujce 
nifficient to visit a country, once in such close connexion with his 
own, where a heaktv keception has long awaited him.] 
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The next book-collector in commendation of whom I 
am bound to speak, is Monsieur Duputel ; a member, 
OS well as M. Le Prevost, of the Academy qf Belles- 
Lettres at Kouen. The Abbe Turquier conducted 
me thither; and I found, in the owner of a choice col- 
lection of books, a well-bred gentleman, and a most 
hearty bibliomaniac. He has comparatively a small 
library; but, withal, some very curious, scarce, and 
interesting volumes. M. Duputel is smitten with that 
amiable passion, — the love of printing for private 
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tUatribtdion — thus meriting to become a sort of Rox- 
burghe Associate. He vas so good as to beg my 
acceptance of the " nouvelle edition" of his " Baga^ 
teUea Poitiques^ printed in an octavo volume of about 
112 pages, at Rouen, in 1816. On taking it home, I 
discovered the following not infelicitous version of our 
Prior's beautiful httle Poem of the Garland. 



Ttaduclhn de PAnglau de Prior. 

Pour orner de Chlo^ les chevenx ondoytmB, 
I^mni les fleura nouTeUement Closed 
J'btus choiei les lis les plus briUaoa, 

Les (silletB les plus be&ux, et lea plus frateheB roaes. 

Ma Chloi BUT Bon iiront lea plei^a la matin : 
Alora ODvit c£der ttnn pdne, 
Lenr vif £clat ^ celui de son teiiit, 
Leur doux parfum \ ceux de aon halebe. 

De BCB Bttmta cea fleurs partdeauent a'cmbelUr, 
£t siir eee blonda cheveui les bergera, lea berg-^s 
Lea Toyaieot ae faner avec pins de plaiaii 
Qu'ila Qe lea Toyaient naitre au milieu dea pftrterrea. 

Mida, le BOir, qoand lenr aein flAri 
£ut cesB^ d'ezhaler aon odeor sMiuaaDte, 

Elle flxa, d'on regard attendri, 
Cette guirlande, h^a ! n'agu^H gi brillante. 

Dea larmea auaai-t6t coulent de aea beaux yeux. 

Que d'floquence dana cea larmea 1 
Jamaia pour I'sxprimer, le luigage dea dienx. 
Tout sublime qn'il eat, n'aurait asaez de charmes. 
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En fei^nant d'ifpioKr ce tendnt sentiment ; 

" Pourquoi," lui dis-je, " 6 ma sensible emie, 
" Pourquoi vereer dea pleure i et par quel changement 
" AbandonoA ton nine it la melancholie i" 

" Voie-tii comme cea fleur j languiGsent IriGtement ?" 

Me dit, en Eoupirant, ce moraliate atmable, 

" De leur fratchelir, en un moment, 
" S'est helipad le ebarme pen durable. 

" Tel est, li^las ! notre destiD ; 
" Fleur de beauts reBsemble A eellea dea prairies i 
" On lea voit louies deux nidtre avec le matin, 

" Et ihi le soir ^tre fl^tries. 

" Estelle hier encor brillait dans noa bameaux, 

" Et I'araour attirait lea berKcra aur aea traces i 

" De ta moTt, ai^ourd'but, I'iinpitoyabie laolx 

" A moiesDun^ sa jeunesse et ses j^racea. 

" Soumlse anx mSmea loii, peut-£tre que demsdn, 
" Comme elle anasi, Damon, j'aUTiu ixss6 de vi?re..., 
" Coneacre dans tea vers la canse du chagrin 
" Anquel ton amanle se livre." 

p. 93. 

The last and not the least of book-collectors, which 
I have had an opportunity of visiting, is Monsieur 
RrAUx. With respect to what may be called a Rouen- 
noise Library, that of M. Riaux is greatly preferable 
to any which I have seen ; although I am not sure 
whether M. Le Prevost's collection contain not nearly 
as many books. M. Riaux is himself a man of first- 
rate book enthusiasm ; and unites the avocations of hb 
business with the gratification of his hterary appetites, 
r which does him infinite honour. A city 
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like Roaen should hare a host of such inhabitants; 
and the government, when it begins to breathe a. little 
from recent embarrassments, will, I hope, cherish and 
support that finest of all patriotic feelings, — a desire 
to preserve the belics, manners, and customs of past 
AGES. Normandy is fertile beyond conception in ob- 
jects vhich may gratify the most unbounded passion 
in this pursuit. It is the country where' formerly the 
harp of the minstrel poured forth some of its sweetest 
strains ; and the lay and the fabliaux of the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, which delight us in the text 
of Sainte Palaye, and in the versions of Way, owed 
their existence to the combined spirit of chivalry and 
literature, which never slumbered upon the shores of 
Normandy. 

Farewell now to Rouen.* I have told you all the 

* [The omiesiQn, in this place, of tbe entire IXth Letter, relating 
ta the PtTBUc Library at Rouen, must be accounted for, and it 
II hoped, approved, on the principle Iniil down at the outset of 
thb undertaking ; namely, to omit much that was purely biblio- 
g;raphical, and of a secondary iutereat to the funeral Reader. 
The bibliography, in the original IXth Letter, being of a partial 
and comparaliraly dry description— as relating almost entirely 
to ancient volumes of Church Rituals — was. thought to be better 
omitted than abridged. Another reason might be successfully 
urged for its omission. 

This IXth Letter, which comprehends 22 pages in theprev)oai 
iiDpression, and about 36 pages in the version, having been trans- 
lated and teparatetg publbhed in 1S21, by Mons. Licquet (who 
■ucceeded M. Gourdin as Principal Librarian of the Library 
in question) I had bestowed upon it particolar attention, and 
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teUings which I thought worthy of communicatioo. I 
have endeavoured to make you saunter with me in the 

entered into several points by way of answer to his remarks, and 
in jusliScation or enplanatioD of the origiukl matter. In coose- 
<]uence, any abridgemeiU at that original matter muBt have led to 
constant notti:e of the minute remarlcB, and pigmy attacks, of taj 
critical truislator : and thestream ofintclligence in the tent might 
have been diverted, or rendered unpalatable, by the observationt. 
In the way of controTCrsy, in the notes. If M. Licqiiet conudert 
this avowal as the proclaiming of his triumph, he ia welcome to 
the laurels of a Conqueror ; but if he can persuade any cohhou 
FBiiNDa that, in the translation here referred to, he has defeated 
the original author in one essential position — or corrected him in 
one flagrant inaccuracy — I shall be as prompt to thank him for 
his labours, as I am now to express my aatonishment and pity at 
his undertaking. When M. Licquet put forth the brochure in 
question — Uo splendidly executed in the press of M. Crapelet— 
to harmonise, in all respects, with the large paper copies of the 
original English text) he had but recently occupied the seat of 
his Predecessor. lean commend the zeal of the newly-appointed 
Librarian in Chief; but must be permitted to question aUke hb 
judgment and his motives. 

Out more brief remark in this place. My translator sbouM 
seem to commend what is only laudatory, in the original author, 
reipec^ghis countrymen. Sensitively alive to the notice of their 
amillest defects, he has the most unbounded powers of digestion 
for that of their excellences. Thus, at the foot of the above 
FASSAOE, in the text, M ons. Licquet is pleased to add as follows — 
in a note : " Si M. Dibdin ne s'St^t livr£ qu'A des digressions de 
cette nature, il aurait trouv^ en France un chorus universel, un 
concert de t<bux unanimes :" vol. i. p. 239. And yet few travellers 
haveexperiencedamore cordial reception, and muDbuued a more 
karmonioit* intercourse, than hb, who, from the foregoing ijnota- 
tion, is more than indirectly supposed to have provoked opposi- 
tion and diieord!'] 
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streets, in the cathedral, the abbey, and the churches. 
We have, in imagination at least, strolled together 
along the quays, visited the halls and public buildings, 
and gazed with rapture from Mont Ste. Catharine 
upon the enchanting view of the city, tlie river, and 
the neighbouring hills. We have from thence breathed 
almost the pure air of heaven, and surveyed a country 
equally beautified by art, and blessed by nature. Our 
hearts, from that same height, have wished alt manner 
of health, wealth, and prosperity, to a land thus abound- 
ing in com and wine, and oil and gladness. We have 
silently, but sincerely prayed, that swords may for 
ever be " turned into plough-shares, and spears into 
pnining-hooks :" — that all heart-buminga, anIipathteB, 
and animosities, may be eternally extmguished ; and 
that, from henceforth, there may be no national rival- 
ries but such as tend to establish, upon a firmer footing, 
and upon a more comprehensive scale, the peace and 
happiness of fellow-creatures, of whatever persuasion 
they may be : — of such, who sedulously cultivate the 
arts of individual and of national improvement, and 
blend the duties of social order with the higher calls of 
morality and religion. Ah ! my friend, these are nei- 
ther foolish thoughts nor romantic wishes. They arise 
naturally in an honest heart, which, seeing that all 
creation is aiumated and upheld by one and the same 
POWER, cannot but ardently hope that all may be 
equally benefited by a reliance upon its goodness and 
bounty. 

VOL. I. u 
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From this eminence we have descended somewhat 
into humbler walka. We have visited hospitals, 
strolled in flower-gardens, and assodated with pub- 
lishers and collectors of works — both of the dead and 
of the living. So now, fare you weU. Commend me to 
your fiunily and to our common friends, — especially to 
the fittf^nr^n^ should they perchance enquire after 
their wandering Vice President. Many will be the days 
passed over, and many the leagues traversed, ere I meet 
them again. Within twenty-foui hours my back will be 
more decidedly turned upon " dear old England" — for 
that country, in which her ancient kings once held 
dominion, and where every square mile (I bad almost 
said acre) is equally interesting to the antiquary and 
the agriculturist. I salute you wholly, and am yours 
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LETTER IX. 

DEPARTURE FROM ROUEK. ST. OEORQE DB B03CHER- 
VILLE. DUCLAIR. MARIVAUX. THE ABBET OP JUU- 
EQES. ARRIVAL AT CAUDEBEC. 

Mag, ISIS. 

HT DEAR FRIEND. 

\v spite of all its grotesque beauties and andquariaQ 
attractions, (he citt of eouek musf be quitted — aod 
I am about to pursue piy route more in fbe cbaractex 
of an ifidependent traveller. Np more pUigenee, ot 
Conductear. I have hired a decent catfriolet, a decent 
pair of horses, and a yet mote prp|uising ppjitilion: 
and have ahea^y made a delightfully rtiral migration. 
Adieu therefore to dark avenues, gloomy courts, over- 
hanging roofe, narrov streets, cfacking whips, the 
Dever-ceasing noise of carta and carriage?, and neverr 
ending movements pf countless inass^ of popolafion': 
' — Adieu ! — and in their stead, welcogie b^ thg ivindiog 
road, the &r^ ineadow, die thickly-plimted orchard) 
and the broad anid sweeping 3eine I 

Accordingly, on the .4th of this pionth, between the 
hours of ten and eleven, A. M. the rattling of horses' 
hoofs, and the echoes of a postilion's whip, were hf atd 
within the court-yard of the H^el Vatel. Monsieur, 
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Madame, Jacques— and the whole fraternity of domes- 
tics, were on the alert — " pour &ire les adieux a Mes- 
sieurs les Anglois." This Jacques deserves' somewhat 
of a pardcular notice. He is the prime minister of the 
Hdtel Vatel.* A somewhat uncomfortable detention 
in England for five years, in the character of " prisoner 
of war," has made him master of a pretty quick and 
ready utterance of common-place phrases in our lan- 
guage ; and be is not a Bttle proud of his attainments 
therein. Seriously speaking, I consider him quite a 
phenomenon in his way ; and it is right you should 
know that he aSbrds a very fair specimen of a sharp, 
clever, French servant. His bodily movements are 
nearly as quick as those of his tongue. He rises, as 
well as his brethren, by five in the moining ; and the 
testimonies of this early activity are qmckly discovered 
in the unceasing noise of beating coats, singing French 
airs, and scolding the boot-boy. He rarely retires to 
rest before tmd-night ; and the whole day long he is 
in one eternal round of occupation. When he is bor- 
dering upon impertinence, he seems to be conscious of 
it — declaring that " the English make him saucy, but 
that naturally he is very civil." He always speaks of 
human beings in tiie neuter gender ; and to a question 
whether such a one has been at die Hotel, he replies, 
" I have not seen it to-day." I am persuaded he is a 



* [I am ignonuit of hia present deatination ; but learn that he 
haa quitted the above sitnstion a Long time.] 
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thoroughly honest creature ; and considering tbe pains 
which are taken to spoil him, it is surprising with what 
good sense and propriety he conducts himself. 

About eleven o'clock, we sprung forward, at a smart 
trot, towards the barriers by which we had entered 
Kouen. Our postilion was a thorough master of lus 
calling, and hb spurs and whip seemed to know no 
cessation from action. The steeds, perfectly Norman, 
were somewhat fiery ; and we rattled along the streets, 
(for the chatusi never causes the least abatement of pace 
with the French driver) in high expectation of seeing a ' 
thousand rare sights ere we reached Havre — equally 
the limits of our journey, and of our contract with the 
owiier of the cabriolet. That accomplished antiquary 
M. Le Frevost, whose name you have often heard, 
had furnished me with so ddnty a bOl of fare, or carte 
de voyage, that I- began to consider each hour lost 
which did not bring us in contact with some architec- 
tural relic of antiquity, or some elevated position — 
whence the wandering Seine and wooded fadgfats of 
the adjacent country might be surveyed with equal 
advantage. 

You have often, 1 make no doubt, my dear friend, 
started upon something like a sinular expedition: — 
when the monung has been fitir, the sun bright, the 
breeze gentle, and the atmosphere clear. In such 
moments how the ardour of hope takes possession of 
one!— How the heart warms, and the conversation 
flows!' The' barriers are approached; we turn to the' 
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left, and commence out journey in good e&mdrt. Pre- 
vioB^y to gaining tbe first cooaiderable height^ you 
pass the irillage of Bapeanme. This viDage is exceed- 
ing^ picturesque. It is studded with water-nuUs, and 
is enlitened by a rapid livuk^ which empties itself, in 
a serpentine direction, into the Sdne. You now be^ 
to ascend a very cwnmanding eminence -, at the top of 
wliich are scattered some of those country houses which 
are Been from Mont Ste. Catharine. The road is of a 
noble breadth. The day warmed ; and dismounting, 
we let our steeds breathe freely, as we continued to 
ascend leisurely. Our first h^ting-place, according 
to tbe instructions of M. Le Frevost, was St. George 
de BotcherviUe ; an ancient abbey established in the 
twcdftb century, This abbey is situated about three 
Fcench leagues fi<6m Rouen. Olir route thither, &om 
tbe BuntnA of Uie Ull which we bftd just ascended, lay 
aloag a roAd skirted 1^ interminable orchards now ui 
full bfbom. The aii was perfumed to excess by the 
fragrancia of these blossoms. Tbe apple and pear 
wettt beautifully conspicuous ;. and As the sky biecame 
still more serene, and the temperature yet more mild 
by tbe unobstructed sun beam, it is- impossible to con- 
C«*B any Aing More balmy and genial than wais this 
lovdy day. The ■ minutes seemed to fly away tcio 
quickly-— when we reached the Village oi BosckertnUe ; 
where stands the chokch ; the chief remaining reBcbf 
this once beautiful abbey. We surveyed the west 
front very leisurely, and thought it an extremely beau- 
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ST. GEORGE DE BOSCHERVILLE. 10? 

tifiil specimrai of the architecture of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries ; for certainly there are some por- 
tions more ancient than others. A survey of the 
chapter-house filled me with mingled sorrow and de- 
light : sorrow, that the Revolution and a modem cot- 
ton manufactory had metamorphosed it from its original 
character ; and delight, that the portions which re- 
mained were of such beautiful forms, and in such fine 
preservation. The stone, being of a very close-gr^ed 
quality, is absolntely as white and sound as if it had 
been just cut from the quarry. The room, where a 
parcel of bare-legged girls and boys were working the 
respective machineries, had a roof of the most delicate 
construction. 

The very sound of a Monastery made me curious to 
examine the disposition of the building. Accordingly, 
I followed my gmde through suites of apartments, up 
divers stone stair-cases, and along sundry corridors. 
I noticed the dormitories with due attention, and of 
course inquired eagerly for the Library: — ^but the 
shelves only remMned— either the fear or the fury of 
the Revolution having long ago dispossessed it of every 
thing in the shape of a book. The whole was painted 
white. I counted eleven perpendicular divisions ; and, 
from the small distances between the upper shelves, 

* Mr. CoTHAif has published views of the West Froat, the 
Soutli East, the West Entrance, and the South Transept, with 
aculpturftd capitab and hasEO-relie?os, &c. In the whole, seFen 
plates. 
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there must have been a very considerable number of 
duodecimos. The titles of the respective classes of the 
library were painted in white letters upon a dark-blue 
ground, at top. Bibles occupied the first division, and 
the Fathers the second : but it should seem that equal 
importance was attached to the works of Heretics as 
to those called lAtteree Humaniores — for each had a 
division of equal magnitude. 

On looking out of window, especially from the hack 
part of the building, the eye rests entirely upon what 
had once been fruitful orchards, abundant kitchen 
gardens, and shady avenues. Yet in England, this 
spot, rich by nature, and desirable from its proxinuty 
to a great city, would, ere forty moons had waned, have 
grown up into beauty and fertility, and expanded into 
luxuriance of condition. 

The day was now, if possible, more lovely than be- 
fore. On looking at my instructions I found that we 
bad to stop to examine the remains of an old castle at 
Delafoidaine — about two English miles from St, 
George de BoscherviUe. These remains, however, are 
but the fragments of a ruin, if I may so speak ; yet 
they are interesting, but somewhat perilous : for a few 
broken portions of a wall support an upper chamber, 
where appears a stone chimney-piece of very curious 
construction and ornament. On observing a large 
cavity or loop-bole, about half way up the outer wall, I 
gained it by means of a plentiful growth of ivy, and 
from thence surveyed the landscape before me. Here, 
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having for some time past lost eight of the Seine, I 
caught a fine bold view of the sweep of that majestic 
river, now becoming broader and broader — while, to 
the left, sofUy tinted by distance, appeared the beau- 
tifiil old church we had just quitted : the verdure of 
the hedges, shrubs, and forest trees, affording a rich 
variety to the ruddy blossoms of the apple^ and the 
white bloom of the pear. I admit, however, that this 
delicious morceau of landscape was greatly indebted, 
for its enchanting effect, to the blue' splendour of the 
sky, and the soft temperature of the air; while the 
fragrance of every distended blossom added much to 
the gratification of the beholder. But it is time to 
descend from this elevation, and to think of reaching 
DucWr. 

DucLAiR is situated close to the very borders of the 
Seine, which has now an absolute lake-like appearance. 
We stopped at the auberge to rest our horses ; and I 
commenced a discourse with the' master of the inn 
and his daughter; the latter, a very respectable-look- 
ing and well-behaved young woman of about twenty- 
two years of age. She was preparing a large crack- 
ling wood-fire to dress a fish called the Aloae, for the 
passengers of the diligence — who w^re expected within 
half an hour. The French thmk they can never butter 
their victuals sufficiently ; «aA it would have produced 
a spasmodic affection in a thoroughly bilious spectator, 
could he have seen tlie enonnqus piece of butter whidi 
this active young cvmnt^e thought necessary to put 
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kitothepot in which the ' Alose^ was to be boiled. 
She laughed at the surprise I expressed ; and added 
"qu'on ne pent rien faire dans la cuifiine sans le beurre." 
You ought to know, by the by, that the Aloae, some- 
thing like our mackerel in flavour, is a large and deli- 
cious fish ; and that we were always anxious to bespeak 
it at the table-dliSte at Rouen. Extricated from the 
lake of butter in which it floats, when brought upon 
table, it forms not only a rich, but a very substantial 
dish. 

I took a chair and sat in the open air, by the side of 
the door — enjoying the breese, and much disposed to 
gossip with the master of die place. Perceiving this, 
the landlord approached, and addressed me with a 
pleasant degree of familiarity. " You are from Lon- 
don, then. Sir ?" " I am." " Ah Sir, I never think 
of London but with the most p^unful sensadons." 
" H0W80!" " Sir, 1 am the sole heir of a rich banker 
who died m that city before the Revolution. He was 
in partnership with an English gentleman. Can you 
possibly advise and assist me, upon the snbject?" I 
told him that my advice and assistance were literally 
not worth a sous ; but that, such as they were, he was 
perfectly welcome to both. "Your daughter Sir, is 
not married ?" — " Non, Monsieur, elle n'est pas encore 
4pous€e : mais je lui dis qu'elle ne sera jamais heureme 
avant qu'elle le soit." The daughter) who had over- 
heard the conversation, came forward, and looking 
archly over her shoulder, replied — " ou malAeureuge, 
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mon p^re !" A sort of truiEm, expressed by her with 
smgular epigranunatic force, to which there was no 
makjog any reply. 

Do you remember, my dear friend, that exceedingly 
cold winter's nigh^ when, for lack of other book-enter- 
tainment, we took it into onr heads to have a mmmage 
among the Scriptores HUtorite Normamionan of Du- 
CHKSHE? — and finding therein many pages occupied 
by GvHelfBus Oemeticeniis, we bethought ourselves 
that we would have recourse to the valuable folio 
volume ycleped NeuHria Pia .-—where we presently 
seemed to hold converse with Uie ancient founders and 
i^yal benefactors of certain venerable establishments ! 
I then little imagined that it would ever fall to my lot 
to be eiriler walking or musing within the precincts of 
the Abbey of Jumieges ; — or rather, of the ruins of 
tthat waa once not less disMnguisht^ as a school of 
learning, thui admired for its wealth and celebrity as a 
monastic establishment. Yes, my friend, I have seen 
and visited the ruins of this Abbey ; and I seem to live 
" mihi iyirior" in consequence. 

But I know your love of method — and that you will 
be in wrath if I skip from Dudair to Juuieoes ere the 
horses have carried us a quarter of a league upon the 
route. To the left of Duclair, and also washed by 
the waters of the Seine, stands Manvaux,- a most 
picturesque and highly cultivated spot. And across the 
Seine, a little lower down, is the beautiful domain of 
La MaiUeraye ,— where are hanging gardens, and jets 
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d'eaux, and flower-woven arbours, and dfusy-sprinkled 
meadows — for there lives and occasionally levels La 
Marquise * • * *. I might have been not only a spec- 
tator of her splendor, but a participator of her hospi- 
tality ; for my often-mentioned valuable friend, M. Le 
Prevost, volunteered me a letter of introduction to her. 
What was to be done ? One cannot be every where 
in one day, or in one journey .* — so, gravely balancing 
the ruins of still hfe against the attractions of animated 
society, I was unchivalrous enough to prefer the for- 
mer — and working myself up into a sort of fantasy, of 
witnessing the spectered forms of Dagobebt and Cto- 
vjs, (the fabled founders of the Abbey) I resolutely 
turned my back upon La MaiUeraye, and as steadily 
looked forwards to Jumieqss. We ascended very 
sensibly— then striking into a sort of bye-road, were 
told that we should quickly reach the place of our- 
destination. A fractured capital, and broken shaft, of 
the late Norman time, left at random beneath a hedge, : 
seemed to bespeak the vicinity of the abbey. We 
then gfuned a height ; whence, looking strught for- 
ward, we caught the first glance of die spires, or rather 
of the west end towers, of the Abbey of Jumieges.* 

• Mr; Cotman has publistied etclungs of the West Front : the 
Towers, somewhat fore-shortened ; the Eleratioa of the Nar^— 
and doorway of the Abbey ; the :httter an extremely interesting 
specimen of art. A somewhat particular and animated descrip- 
tion of it will be found in Lieut. HalPi Trmdt in France, 6to. 
p. 67, 1619. [In the first edition, I had called the west end 
towereof the Abbey-7" small." Mons. Licquethas suggested. 
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" La voila, Monsieur," — excUimed the postiKon — in- 
creasing his speed and multiplying the flourishes of hia 
whip^" voila la belle Abbaye !" 

"We approached and entered the village of Jumieges. 
Leaving some neat houses to the right and left, we' 
drove to a snog auberge, evidently a portion of some 
of the outer buildings, or of the chapter-house, attached 
to the Abbey. A large gothic roof, and central pillar, 
upon entering, attest the ancient character of the 
place.* The whole struck us as having been fonnerly 
of very great dimensions. It was a glorious sun-shiny 
afternoon, and the villagers quickly crowded round the 
cabriolet. " Voila Messieurs tes Anglois, qui viennent 
voir I'Abbaye — mais effectivement il n'y a rien a voir." 
1 told the landlady the object of our visit. She pro- 
cured us a guide and a key : and within five minutes 
we entered the nave of the abfaey. 

that 1 roust have roeant "comparatively" sroall , — in cODtradis- 
tinction to the centre-tower, which would have been larger. We 
leam also froiu M. Licquet that the apire of this central tower 
was demolished in sl573, by the Abbfi le Veneur, Bishop of 
Evreux." What earthly motive could have led to such a brutal 
act of demolition ?] 

* [" I know perfectly weU, says M. Licquet, the little Ion of 
which the author here speal^s. I can assure him that it never 
formed any portion of the " chapter house." It was nevertbe- 
leaa une dependaace eieterieure (I will not attempt a version of 
this phrase) of the abbey. Dare I venture to say it was the cout' 
koutef Citable aux vaches). Thank you, good Mona. Licquet; 
but what is a cow-house but " an ouler building attached to the 
Abbey I" Vide aiipra.] 
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I can never forget that entrance. The interior, it is 
true, has not the magical effect, or that sort of artifi- 
cial burst, which attends the first view of Jint&it 
abbey : but, as the ruin is larger, there is necessarily 
more to attract attendon. Like Tintem also, it is 
unroofed — yet this unroofing has proceeded firom a 
difierent cause : of which presently. The side aisles 
present you with a ehort flattened arch : the nave has 
none : but you observe a long pilaster-like, or alto-ri- 
lievo column, of slender dimensions, running &om bot- 
tom to top, with a sort of Roman capital. The arched 
deling and roof are entirely gone. We proceeded 
towards the eastern extremity, and saw more frighthd 
ravages both of time and of acddent. The latter 
however had triumphed over the former : but for acci- 
dent you must read revoluiion. 

The day had been rather oppressive for a May 
morning ; and we were getting far Into the afternoon, 
when clouds began to gather, and the sun became 
occasionally obscured. We seated ourselves upon a 
grassy hillock, and began to prepare for dinner. To 
the left of us lay a huge pile of fragments of pillars and 
groinings of arches— the effects of recent havoc : to 
the right, within three yards, was the very spot in which 
the celebrated Aones Sorel, Mistress of Charles Vll, 
lay entombed r^-^-not a relic of mausoleum now mark- 

* {The heart uid entraila only of this once celebrated woman 
were, according to M. Licquet, buried ia the above spot. The 
body was carried to Loches : and Bellbporbst (Cotmog. vol. i. 
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ing the place where, formerly, the sculptor had exhi- 
bited the choicest efforts of his art, and the devotee 
had repaired to 

Breathe a prayer for her soul— and pass on ! 
What a contrast to the present aspect of things ! — 
to the mixed rubbish and wild flowers with which every 
spot is now well nigh covered! The mistress of the 
inn having furnished us with napkins and tumblers, we 
partook of our dinner, surrounded by the objects just 
described, with no ordinary sensations. The air now 
became oppressive ; when, looking through the few 
remaining unglazed mullions of the windows, I obsei-ved 
that the clouds grew blacker and blacker, while a faint 
rumbling of thunder reached our ears. The sun how- 
ever yet shone gaUy, although partially ; and as the 
storm neared us, it floated as it were round the abbey, 
affording — by means of its purple, dark colour, con- 
trasted with the pale tint of the walls, — one of the most 
beautiM painter-like effects imaginable. In an instant 
almost — and as if touched by the wand of a nughty 
necromancer — the whole scene became metamorphosed. 
The thunder growled, but only growled ; and the 
threatening phalanx of sulphur-charged clouds rolled 
away, and melted into the quiet uniform tint whidi 
usually precedes sun-set. Dinner being dispatched, I 

Part 11. col. 31-32. edit. 1675, folio) gives a deecriptioa of die 
muuoleum where it was there entombed : a, description, adds 
M. Licquet, which may well serve for the mausoleum that tyas at 
Jumieges.] 
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rose to make a thorough examination of Uie ruins 
which had survived .... not only the Kevotution, but 
the cupidity of the present owner of the soil — who is a 
rich man, living at Rouen — and who loves to dispose 
of any portion of the stone, whether standing or pros- 
trate, for the sake of the lucre, however trifling, which 
arises from the sale. Surely the whole corporation of 
the city of Rouen, with the mayor at their head, ought 
to stand bettreen this ruthless, rich man, and the 
abbey — the victim of his brutal avarice and want of 
taste.* 

The situation of the abbey is deUgfatiiil. It lies at 
the bottom of some gently undulating hills, within two 
or three hundred yards of the Seine. The river here 
runs gently, in a serpentine direction, at the foot of 
wood-covered hills — and all seemed, from our elevated 
station, indicative of fniitjulness, of gaiety, and of pros- 
perity, — all — save the mournful' and magnificent re- 
mdns of the venerable abbey whereon we gazed I In 
fact, this abbey exists only as a shelL X descended, 
strolled about the village, and mingled in the convert 
sation of the villagers. It was a lovely approach of 
evening — and men, women, and children were seated, 
or sauntering, in the open air. Perceiving that I was 
anxious to gam information, tbey flocked around me — 

* [Not the smallest portion or particle of a sigh escapes ns. od 
b«iii)^ told, as my tr&nalator has told us, that the " soil" in ques- 
tion has become the property of another Owner. " Luua e8t 
mort" — are the emphatic words of M, Licquet.] 
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and irom one man, in particular, I obtiuned exact intel- 
ligence about the havoc which had been conunitted 
daring the Revolution upon ihe abbey. The roof had 
been battered down for the sake of the lead — to make 
bullets; the pews, altare, and iron-work, had been 
converted into other destructive purposes of war&re j 
.and the great bell had been sold to some speculators in 
a cannon-found ery at Rouen.* The revolutionary 
mania had even brutalized the Abbot. This man, 
who must be considered as 

damned to everlasting feme, 

had been a monk of the monastery ; and as soon as he 
had attained the headship of it, he disposed of every 
movable piece of furniture, to gratify the revolutionary 
pack which wer6 duly howling at the gates of the 
abbey for entrance ! Nor could he plead eompaUion 
as an excuse. He seemed to enjoy the work of de- 
struction, of which he had the uncontrouled direction. 
But enough of this wretch. 

The next resting-place was Caudebec : a very con- 
siderable village, or rather a smalt town. You go 
down a steep descent, on entering it by the route we 
came. As you look about, there are singidar appear- 
ances on all sides — of houses, and han^ng gardens, 
and elaborately cut avenues — upon sununits, declivi- 
ties, and on the |^n. But the charm of the view, at 

* [Otie of the belU of the Abbey of Jumiegea \i now io the 
Tower of that of St. Ouen, at Rouen. Licoubt.] 
VOL, I. I 
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least to my otd-faebioned feelings, was a fine old gothic--. 
church, and a very fine eiHre of -what appeared to 
belong to another. As the evening had completely 
set in, I resolved to reserve my admiratiDn of the place 
till the monow. 
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LETTER X. 

CAUDEBEC. LILLEBONNE. BOLBEC. TANKARVILLE. 
UONTHOBENCI CASTLE. HAVRE DE QBACE. 

My last concluded with our entrance into Caudebec. 
The present opens with a morning scene at the same 
place. For a miracle I was stirring hefore nine. The 
church was the first object of attraction. For the size 
of the place, it is really a noble structure : perhaps of 
the early part of the sixteenth, or latter part of the 
fifteenth century.* I speak of the exterior generally, 
and of a great portion of the interior. A little shabby 
green-baise covered door (as usual) was half open, and 
I entered with no ordinary expectations of gratifica- 
tion. The painted glass seemed absolutely to warm 
the place— so rich and varied were its colours. There 
is a great abundance of it, and especially of figures of 
family-groups kneeling — rather small, but with great 
appearance of portrait-like fidelity. They are chiefly 
of the first half of the sixteenth century: and I own 
that, Upon gazing at these charming specimens of an- 
ient painting upon glass, I longed to fix an artist 
before every window, to bear away triumphantly, in a 

■ [The nave was begun in 1416. Licqubt.] 
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portfolio of elephantine dimensions, a futhfiil copy of 
almost every tbing I saw. In some of the counte- 
nances, I fancied I traced the pencil of Lucas Cra- 
VACH — and even of Hans Holbein. 

This church has numerous side chapels, and figures 
of patron-saints. The entombment of Christ in white 
marble, (at the end of the chapel of the Virgin,) is 
rather migular ; inasmuch as the figure of Christ itself 
is ancient, and exceedingly line in anatomical expres- 
sion ; but the usual surrounding figures are modem, 
and propordonably clumEy and inexpressive. I noted 
one mural monument, to the memory of Gatilaume 
TelUer, which was dated 1484.* Few churches have 
more highly interested me than this at Caudebec-j- 
From the church I strolled to the Place, where stood 

* [Corrected by Mons. Licquet : with tbanka from the Aothw. 
It wai, before, 1184.] 

t Lieutenant Hall has well described it. I did not see his 
description till more than a twelvemonth after m^ own had been 
written- A part may be worth extracting, ..." The priocipd 
object of attraction is the Chuhcb, the gothic spire of which is 
encircled by fillets of roses, beautifully carved in stone, and con- 
tinued to the very summit of the steeple. The principal portal 
too is sculptured with no less richnees and delicacy than that of 
St. MbcIou at R«uen. Its interior ]en)(th is about 250 feet by 
72 of width. The central aisle [nave] is flanked on either side by 
ten massive circular columns, the capitals of which represent 
vine leaves and other decorations, more fandful, and not less 
rich, than the Corintbiaa acanthus. . In one of the chapels thue 
is a rude monumental effigy of the original architect of this 
cliurch. It consists of a small skeleton, drawn in black lines, 
against a tablet in the wall ; a mason's level and trowel, with the 
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the b&Se, by the banks of the Seme. The mornmg 
view of this scene perfectly delighted mei. Nothing 
can be more picturesque. The river cannot be much 
less than a mile in vidth, and it makes a perfect 
bend in the form of a crescent. On one ade, that 
on which the village stands, are walks and gardens 
through which peep numerous white villas — and on 
the other are meadows, tenmnating in lofty rising 
grounds — feathered with coppice-wood down to the 
very water's edge. This may be considered, in fact, 
only a portion of the vast Forest de Srototme, which 
rises in wooded majesty on the opposite heights. The 
spirit and the wealth of our countrymen would make 
Caudebec one of the most enchantbg summer-resi- 
jences in the world. The population of the town is 
estimated at about five thousand. 

Judge of my astonishment, when, on going out of 
doors, I saw the river in a state of extreme agitation : 
the whole mass of water rising perpendicularly, as it 
were, and broad rippling waves rolling over each other. 
It was the coming in of the tide .... and within a 
quarter of an hour it appeared to have risen upwards 

plan of a building, are beaide it, and an inscription in gothic cha- 
racters, relating that the architect endowed the church he had 
built with certain lands, and died Anno 1484." TVaeels ia France, 
p. 47. 1819, 870. 1 take this to be Guillauhe TsbbiER — men- 
tioned above: bnt in regard to the lands vrith which Tellier en- 
dowed the church, the bscription says nothing. Licoubt. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



1S3 ROUEN TO HA\'RE. 

of three feet. You may remember- Aat, in our own 
country, tbe Severn-tides exhibit the same phenoske- 
non ; and I have seen the river at Glocester rise ai 
once to the height of eight or ten feet, throwing iq> a 
shower of foam from the gradually narrowing bed of 
the river, and causing all the craft, great and small, to 
rise up 09 if by magic, and to appear upon a level with 
the meadows. The tide at Caudebec, although similajr 
in kind, was not so in degree ; for it rose gradually yet 
most visibly— and within half an hour, the elevation. 
could not have been less than seven or e^ht feet. 

Having walked for some time on the heights of the 
town, with which I was much gratified, I returned to 
my humble auberge, ordered the cabriolet to be got 
ready, and demanded the reckoning: — which, consi- 
dering that I was not quite at an hotel-royale, struck 
me as being fai- from moderate. Two old women, of 
similar features and age, presented themselves as I was 
getting into the carriage : one was the mistress, and 
the other the fille de chambre. "Mais, Monsieur 
(observed one of them) n'oubliez pas, je vous prie, la 
fille-de-chambre — rappetlez-vous que vos souliers ont 
ete superieurement d^crottes." I took out a franc to 
remunerate the supposed fille-de-chambre—- but was 
told it was the mistress. " N'importe, Monsieur, c'est 
a ce moment que je suis fille-de-chambre — quand 
vous serez parti, je serai la maitresse." The postiUon 
seemed to enjoy this repartee as much as ourselves. 
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I was scarcely out of the .town half a mile, when I 
began to ascend. I found myself quickly in &e middle 
of those rising grounds which are seen from the pro- 
menade or Place du Caffi, and could not look without 
extraordinary gratification upon the beautiful character 
of spring in its advanced state. The larch was even yet 
picturesque : the hazel and nut trees were perfectly 
clothed with foliage, of a tender yet joyous tint : the 
chestnut was gorgeously in bloom ; the Ume and beech 
were beginning to gne abundant promise of their 
ftiture luxuriuice — while the lowlier tribes of labumtmi 
and box, with their richly clad branches, covered the 
ground beneath entirely from view. The apple and 
pear blossoms still continued to variegate the wide 
sweep of foliage, and to fill the air with their delicious 
perfume. It might be Switzerland in miniature — or it 
might not. Only this I know — that it seemed as though 
one could live embosomed and enchanted in such a 
wilderness of sweets — reading the yafi^c^ of the old 
Norman bards till the close of human existence ! 

I foimd myself on a bard, strait, chalky old road — 
evidently Roman : and in due time perceived and 
entered the town of Lillebonne. But the sky had 
become overcast : soft and email rain was descending, 
and an unuEual gloom prevailed ... when I htdted, 
agreeably to my instructions, immediately before the 
gate of the ancient Castle. Venerable indeed is this 
Norman castle, and extensive are the ruins which have 
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BurriTed. I have a perfect recollection how it peeped 
oat upon me — through the light leaf of the poplar, and 
the pink blossom of the apple. It UeG close to the 
road, on the left. An old round tower, apparently of 
the time of WiBiam the Conqueror, very soon attracts 
your attention. The stones are large, and the inter* 
stices are also very considerable. It was here, says a 
yet current report, that William assembled the Barons 
of Normandy, and the inranon of England was deter- 
mined upon. Such a, spot therefore strikes an English 
beholder with no ordinary emotions. I alighted ; sent 
the cabriolet to the inn, and wished both postilion and 
horses to get their dinners without delay. For myself, 
I had resolved to reserve my appetite till I ceached 
Solbec ; and there was food enough before me of a 
- different description, to exercise my intellectual diges- 
tion for at least the next hour. Knocking at the mos- 
uve portak, I readily obtained admittance. 

The area, entirely a grass-plat, was occupied by 
several cows. In front, were evidently the ruins of a 
large chapel or church — perhaps of the xivth century. 
The outer face of the walls went deeply and perpen- 
dicularly down to the bottom of a dry fosse ; and the 
right angle portion of the building was covered with 
garden ground, where the owner showed us some peas 
which he boasted he should have at his table within five 
days. I own I thought he was very likely to carry his 
boast into execution ; for finer vegetables, or a finer 
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bed of earth, I had scarcely ever beheld. How things, 
my dear friend, are changed &om their ori^nal cha- 
racter and destination! "But the old round tower," 
say you ! — ^To " the old round tower" then let ua go. 
The stair-case is narrow, dark, and decayed. I reached 
the first floor, or circular room, and no^ced the con- 
struction of the window seats — all of rough, soUd, and 
massive stone. I ascended to the second floor ; which, 
if I remember rightly, was strewn with a portion of the 
third floor — that had &llen in from sheer decay. Great 
must have been the crash — as the fragments were huge, 
and widely scattered. On gEuning a firm footing upon 
the outer wall, through a loop-hole window, I gazed 
around with equal wonder and delight. The wall 
of this castle could not be less than ten feet in tliick- 
ness. A young woman, the shepherdess of the spot, 
attended as guide. 

" What is that irregular rude mound, or wall of 
earth, in the centre of which children are playing?" 
"It is the oAf Roman Theatre, Sir." I immediately 
called to mind M, Le Prevost's instructions — and if I 
could have borrowed the wings of a spirit, I should 
have instantly ahghted upon the spot — ^but it was utu- 
ated without the precincts of the old castle and its ap- 
purtenances, and a mortal leap would have been at- 
tended with a mortal result. " Have you many Eng- 
lish who visit this spot V swd I to my guide. — " Scarce- 
ly an^, Siv — it is a frightfLd place — fiill of desolation 
and sadness . . " replied she. Again I gazed around. 
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and in die diatance, through an aperture in the orchard 
trees, saw the little fishing village of QuUlebeuf,* quite 

• Small as may be this rillage, and iusignificant as may be its 
aipect, it U one of the most important places, with respect to 
navigation, in the whole course of the rirer Seine. Seven yews 
ago there were not fewer than four-icore pilots settled here, by 
order of government, for the purpose of f^arding against acci- 
dents which arise from a want of knowledge of the navigation of 
the river. In time of peace this number would necessarily be 
increased. In the year 1789 there were apwards of 260 English 
veseele which parsed it — avcragiDg, in the whole, 19,000 tons. It 
is from Quillebeu/lo Havre that the accidenta ariue. The author 
of a pompous, but very instructive memoir, " >ur la Topogra- 
pbie et la Stalutique de la FUle de QuiRebeu/et de tembwchure 
de la Seine, ayant pour objef-prineipal la nevigatitm H la pieht," 
(published in the Transactions of the Rouen Society for the year 
I8I2, and from which the foregoing information has been ob- 
tained} mentions three or four tnrecii which have taken place in 
the immediate vicinity of Quillebeuf : and it should seem that a 
cafrais, ofall things, the most fatal. The currents are strong, 
and the vessel b left to the mercy of the tides in consequence. 
There are also rocia and sand banks in abundance. Among the 
wrecks, was one, in which a young girl of eighteen years of age 
fell a victim to the ignorance of the pilot. The vessel made a 
false tack between Hode and Taacarville, and running upon a 
bank, was upset in an instant. An English vessel once shared the 
same calamity. A thick fog suddenly came on, when the sloop 
ran upon a bank near the Ness de TanearvUle, and the crew had 
just time to tlirow themselves into die boat and escape destruc- 
tion. The next morning, so sudden and so deciaive waa the 
change wrought by the sand and current, that, of the sloop, there 
remained, at ebb-tide, only ten feet of her mast visible ! It ap- 
pears that the Quillebou, owing to their detached situation, and 
(heir peculiar occupations, speak a very barbarous French. They 
liave a sort of sing-song method of pronunciation i and the^ and 
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burietl, as it were, in the waters of the Seine. An arm 
of ti^e river meanders towards Lillebonne. Having 
gratified my picturesque and antiquarian propensities, 
from this elevated situation, I retrod, with more diflS- 
cuhy than toil, my steps down the stair-case, A second 
stroll about the area, and along the skirts of the wall, 
was sufficient to convince me only — how slight and 
imperfect had been my survey ! 

On quitting the portal through which I entered, and 
bidding adieu to my Shepherdess and guide, I imme- 
diately hastened towards the Roman Theatre.* The 

j are strangely perverted by them. Consult the memoir here 
referred to ; which occupies forty octavo pages .- and which forms 
a sequel to a previous communicatiOo (in ISIO) " upon the Topo- 
f^aphy and Medical properti^ of Quillebeuf and its adjacent 
parts." The author is M. Boismare. His exordium is a speci- 
men of the very wor^t possible taste in composition. One would 
suppose it to be a prelude to aa account of the discovery of ano- 
ther America '. 

' [" The Roman Circus (says M.Licquet) is now departmeotal 
property. Many excavations have already taken place under the 
directions of Mons. Le Baron de Vanesay, the present Prefect of 
the Department. The most happy results may be anticipated. 
It was in a neighbouring property that an antique bronzr gilt 
STATUE, of the size of life, was lately found," vol. i. 194. Of 
this statue, Mr. Samuel Woodbum, C>*ith that spirit of liberality 
and love of art which have uniformly characterised his purchases) 
became the Owner. The sum advanced for it ivas very conside- 
rable ; but, in one sense, Mr. W. may be said to have stood as 
the Representative of his country ; for the French Government 
declining to give the Proprietor the sum which he asked, Mr. 
Woodburn purchased it — solely with the view of depositing it, on 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



128 ROUEN TO HAVRE. 

town of Lillebonne has a very picturesque appearance 
from the old mound, or raised terrace, along the outer 
walls of the castle. In five minutes I mingled with the 
school boys who were amusing themselres within the 
ruins of aD that b left of this probably once vast and 
magnificent old theatre. It is only by clearing away a 
great quantity of earth, with which these ruins are 
covered, that you can correctly ascertun their cha- 
racter and state of preservation. M. Le Prevost bade 
me remark that the walls had much swerved irom their 
original perpendicularity, — and that there was much 
irregularity in the laying of the bricks among the stones. 

the same terma of purchtue, io a National Oallert of Art, 
of ivhich the bequest of Mr. Payne Knight's ancient bronzes and 
coins, uid the purchase of Mr. Angerstdn's pictures, might be 
supposed to la; the foundatioD. ' 

This statue was accordingly brought over to England, and 
freely exhibited to the curious admirers of andent art. It is the 
figure of an Apollo — the left arm, extended to hold the lyre, 
bdng mutilated. A portion of the limbs is also mutilated ; but 
the torso, bead and legs, are entire : and are, of their kind, of the 
highest class of art. Overtures were made for its purchase by 
govenunent. The Trustees of the British Mnseum were unaui' 
mouB both in thdr admiration and recommendation of it : it was 
indeed " etrongly recommended" by tbem to the Treasury. 
Several months however elapsed before an answer could be ob- 
tuoed ; and that answer, when it did come, was returned in the 
NBOATiVE. The disappointmeut of reasonably indulged hopes of 
success, was the least thing felt by its owner. It was the neces- 
atj of transporting it, in consequence, to enrich a rieal capital — 
which, were its means equal to its wishes and good taste, it must be 
confessed, makes us frequently blush for the comparatire want of 
energy and liberality, at home, in matters relating tc 
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But Ume, design, and accident, have each in turn (in 
all prohability) so contributed to decompose, de&ce, 
and alter the original aspect of the building, that there 
is no forming a correct conjecture as to its ancient 
form. Earth, grass, trees, flowers, and weeds, have 
taken almost entire posseesion of some low and massive 
outer walls ; so that the imagination has fiill play to 
supply all deficiencies which appear to the eye. 

From the whole of this interesting spot I retreated — 
with mixed sensations of melancholy and surprise— to 
the little auberge of the Three Moors, in the centre of 
the town. It had begun to rain smartly as we took 
shelter in the kitchen ; where, for the first time since 
leaving England, I saw a display of utensils which 
might have vied with our own, or even with a Dutch 
interior, for neatness and order of disposition. Some 
of the. dishes might have been as ancient as — not the 
old round Tower — but as the last English Duke of 
Normandy who might have banquetted tiiere. The 
whole was in high polish and full display. On my 
complimenting the good AubergUle upon so creditable 
a sight, she laughed, and replied briskly — " Ce h'est 
rien, ceci : Pentecdte est tout pres, et done vous verrez, 
Monsieur !" — It should seem that Whitsuntide was the 
season for a general household purification. Some of. 
her fiimiture had once belonged to the Castle: but 
she had bought it, in the scramble which took place at 
the dispersion and destruction of the movables there, 
during the Revolution. I recommend all travellers to 
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take a lunch, and enjoy a bottle of vin ordinaire, at 
Les TVois Nigres. I was obliged to Bummon up all 
my etock of knowledge in polite phraseology, in order 
to decline a plate of soup. " It was delicious above 
tvery thing" — "but I had postponed taking dinner 
till we got to Bolbec*'* " Bon— vous y trouverez un 
hotSl siiperbe." The French are easily pleased ; and 
civility is so cheap and current a coin abroad, that I 
wish our countrymen would make use of it a little 
more frequently than they appear to do. I started 
about two for Bolbec. 

The rain continued during the whole of my route 
thither ; but it did not prevent me from witnessing a 
land of plenty and of picturesque beauty on all sides. 
Indeed it is scarcely possible to conceive a more rich 
and luxuriant state of culture. To the left, about half 
a league from Lillebonne, I passed the domun of a 
once wealthy, and extremely extensive abbey. They 
call it the Abbey of Valaase. A long rambling bare 
stone wall, and portions of a deserted ruin, kept in 
sight for full half an English mile. The immediate 
approach to Bolbec is that of the entrance to a modem 
and flourishing trading town, whieh seems to be begin- 
ning to recover from the effects of the Revolution. 
After Rouen, and even Caudehec, it has a stiff moder- 
razed air. I drove to the principal inn, opposite the 
church, and bespoke dinner and a bed. The church 
is perfectly modern, and equally heavy and large. 
Crowds of people were issuing from Vespers, when. 
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ascending a flight of steps, . (for it is buUt on ground 
considerably above the ground-floor of the inn) I 
resolved to wait for the final departure of the congre- 
gation, and to take a leisurely survey of the interior, 
while dinner vraa getting ready, 

The sexton was a perfect character in his way ; old, 
shrewd, communicative, and civil. There were several 
confessionals. "What — you confess here pretty much ?" 
" Yes, Sir ; but chiefly females, and among them many 
widows." I had said nothing to provoke this ungal- 
lant reply. " In respect to the sacrament, what is the 
proportion between the communicants, as to sex!" 
" Sir, there are one hundred women to twelve men." 
I wish I could say that this disproportion were con- 
fined to France. 

Quitting this heavy and ugly, but large and com- 
modious fabric, I sought the inn and dinner. The 
cook was in every respect a learned professor in his 
art, and the produce of his skill was equally excellent 
and acceptable; I had scarcely finished my repast, 
and the Gruyere cheese and nuts yet lingered upon 
the table, when the soft sounds of an organ, accompa- 
nied by a youthful voice, sahited my ears in a very 
pleasing manner. " C&A iB paxivke petit Savoyabd, 
Monsieur" — exclaimed the waiter — " Vous allez en- 
tendre un air touchant ! Ah, le pauvre petit !"— " Com- 
ment 5a?" " Mondeur, il n'a ni perenimfere; mMs 
pour le chant — oh Dieu, il n'y a personne qui chante 
«omme le pauvre petit Savoyard !" I was well dis- 
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posed to hear the song, and to admit the truth of 
the waiter's obeeiration. The little iHnerant stopped 
opposite the door, and sung the following air : — 

Bon Jour, Bon toir, 

Je peindrai tna detour 
Tout I'empli^ de in& vie : 
C'eet de dire bonjoar 
Et 6on toir tour-^tour. 
Bon Jour it mon amie, 
LorKque Je tub la voir. 
Mkia an fat qui m'eaniiie, 

Bonmr. 

Bon jour franc troubadour. 
Qui I'tisotez la bombance ; 
La ptux et lea beaux jours ; 
Bacchua et les amours. 
Qu'un rimeur en d^mence 
Vienne avec voua a'asseoir. 
Pour chanter la Romance, 

Bon toir. 

Bonjour, mon cher voisin, 
Chez Tone la soif m'eutTatne : 

Est de Beaiine ou dn Rhin ; 
Man f^ier va gana peine 
Lui serrir d'entonnoir ; 
Mds B'il est de Snrbie, 

Bon toir. 

I know not how it was, but had the " petit Savoyard" 
possessed the cultiTated voice of a chorister, I could 
not have listened to his notes with half the satisfaction 
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vithwUch I dwelt upon his history, as stated by the 
waiter. He had no sooner concluded and made his 
bow, than I bouj^ht the slender volume from which his 
Bongs had been chanted, and had a long gossip with 
him. He slung hia organ upon his back, and ''ever 
and anon" touching hia hat, expressed his tbankiiilness, 
as ranch tot the interest I had taken in his welfare, as 
for the trifling piece ofsilver which I slipt into his hand 
at parting. Meanwhile all the benches, placed on the 
outsides of the houses, were occupied — cluefly by 
females — to witness, it should seem, so novel and inte- 
resting a sight as an Englishman holding familiar dis- 
course with a poor wandering Savoyard ! My friend 
the sexton was among the spectators, and from his 
voice and action, appeared especially intei-ested. "Que 
le bon Dieu vous benisse 1" exclaimed the Savoyard, as 
I bade him farewell. On pursuing my route for a 
stroll upon the heights near the town, I had occasion 
to pass these benches of spectators. The women, 
almost without any exception, inclined their heads by 
way of a gracious salute ; and Monsieur le SacrUtmn 
pulled off his enormous cock'd hat with the conse- 
quence of a drum-major. He appeared not to have 
forgotten the donation which he had received in the 
church. Continuing my pursuit, I gained an elevated 
situation 1 whence, looking down upon the spot where 
1 had left the Savoyard, I observed him surrounded by 
the females — each and every one of them apparently 
VOL. I. K 
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convulsed with laughter 1 Even the little musimn 
appeared to have forgotten hb " orphan state." 

The environs oiBolbec, especially in the upper part, 
are sufficiently picturesque. At least they are suffi- 
ciently fruitflil: orchards) corn and pasture land — 
intermixed with meadows, upon which cotton was 
spread for hleaching— produced altogether a very inte- 
resting effect. The little han^ng gardens, attached 
to labourer's huts, contributed to the heauty of the 
scene. A warm crimson sun-set seemed to envelope 
the coppice wood in a flame of gold. The road was 
yet reeking with moisture — and I retraced my steps, 
through devious and slippery paths, to the h6tel. 
Evening had set in : the sound of the Savoyard's voice 
was no longer heard : I ordered tea and candles, and 
added considerably to my journal before I went to bed. 
I rose at five ; and before six the horses were har- 
nessed to the cabriolet. Having obt^uned the neces- 
sary instructions for reaching Tancarville, (the ancient 
and proud seat of the Mokthorencis) I p^d my reck- 
oning, and left Bolbec. As I ascended a long and 
rather steep hill, and, lookiag to the right and left, 
saw every thing in a state of verdure and pronuse, I 
did all I could to persuade myself that the journey 
woiUd be agreeable, and that the castle of Montmo- 
rend could not fail to command admiradon. I was 
now in the high and broad ", route royal^' to Havre le 
Grace ; but had scarcely been a league upon it, when, 
looldng at my instructiong, we struck out of the high 
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road, to the left, and followed a private one through 
flat and unintereBting arable hind. I cannot teU how 
tyany turns were taken, or how many pretty litde vil- 
lages were passed — till, after a long and gradual ascen^ 
we came upon a height, flanked the greater part by 
coppice wood, through one portion of which — ^pur- 
posely kept open for the view — was seen at a distance 
a marvellously fine group of perpendicular rocks (whose 
grey and battered sides were lighted up with a pink 
colour from the morning sun) in the middle, as it were, 
of the Seme — which now really assumed an ocean-Hke 
appearance. In fact, these rocks were at a conside- 
rable distance, and appeared to be in the broadest part 
of the embouchure of that river. I halted the ca- 
briolet j and gazed with unfeigned delight on thb truly 
magnificent and fasdnating scene ! . . for the larks 
were now mounting all around, and their notes, added 
to those of the "songsters of the grove," produced-an 
effect which I even preferred to that from the organ 
and voice of the " pauvre petit Savoyard." The post- 
boy partook of my rapture. " Voila, Monsieur, des 
rockers terriblement perpendiculiers — eh, quelle belle 
vue de la ririere, et du paysage 1" 

Leaving this brilliuit picture, we turned rather to 
the left, and then found our descent proportionably 
gradual with the ascent. The Seine was now right 
before us^ as hasty gUmpses of it, through partial vistos, 
had enabled us to ascertain. Still Tancarville was 
deemed a terrible way off. First we were to go up. 
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and then we were to go down — now to turn to die 
rigbt, and afterwards to the left — a sort of voXXd 
^avavra Koruvra route — when a prepoeaesung young 
paysanne told the postXon, that, after pasnng through 
such a wood, we should reach an avenue, irom the 
further end of which the castle of Montmorenci would 
he visihie . . " une petite liene de distance." ETery 
thing is " une petite lieue !" It is the answer to every 
question relating to distance. Though the league be 
double a German one, still it is " une petite !" Here 
bowerer the paysanne happened to he right. We 
passed through the wood, gadned the avenue, and ftxim 
the further end saw — even yet towering in impouKg 
magnitude — the far-^araed Chateau de Montmorenci. 
It might be a small league ofiT. I gwned spirits and 
even strength at the sight : told the postilit^n to mend 
his pace — of which he gave immediate and satisfactory 
demonstration, while the echoes of his whip resounded 
along the avenue. A closer road now received us. 
Knolls of grius interwoven with moss, on the summits 
of which the beech and lime threw up their sturdy 
stems, now enclosed the road, which began to widen 
and to improve in condition. At length, turning a 
corner, a group of country people appeared — " Est-ce 
ici la route de Tancarville ?" — " Tancarville eat toot 
prSs : c'est la, oii on voit la ftunee des cheminSes.'' 
Joyful intelligence ! The post-hoy increased his speed ; 
The wheels seemed to move with a readier play : 
and in one minute and a half I was upon the beach of 
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die river Seine, and alighted at the door of the only 
auberge in the village. 

I know you to be both a lover of and connoiseeur in 
Rembrandt's pictures : and especially of those of his 
old characters. I wish you could have seen the old 
voman, of the name of Bucan, who came out of this 
same auberge to receive us. She had a sharp, quick, 
constantly moving black eye ; keen features, project- 
ing from a sur&ce of flesh of a subdued mahogany 
tint ; about her temples, and the lover part of her 
cheeks, were alt those harmonizing wrinkles which be- 
come old age — upon eanvaa — ^while, below her chin, 
communicating with a small and shrunken neck, was 
that sort of concavity, or dewlap, which painters delight 
to express with a minuteness of touch, luid mellowness 
of tint, that contribute largely to picturesque e£^t! 
This good old woman received as with perfect elasticity 
of spirits and -of action. It should seem that we wore the 
first EngU^men who had visited her solitude this year. 
Her husband approached, but she soon ordered him 
" to the right about" — to prepare fuel, cofiee, and eggs. 
I was proinised the beet breakfast that could be got in 
Normandy, in twenty minutes. The inn being suffici- 
ently miserable, I was mucious for a ramble. The tide 
was now coming up, aS'at Caudebec; but the sweep 
and breadth of the river being upon a considerably 
larger scale, its increase was not yet so obvious — al- 
though I am quite sure that all the flats, which I saw 
on my arrival as a bed of mud, were, within a quarter 
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of an hour, whoHy covered widi the Ude : and, looking 
up to the right, I perceived the perpendicular walls of 
MoiUmorenei Cattle to be washed by the refluent wave. 
It waB a sort of ocean in miniature before me. A few 
miserable fishing boats were moored upon the beach ; 
while a small number of ill-clad and straggling villagers 
lingered about the same spot, and seemed to look upon 
the postboy and myself as beings dropt from the sky ! 
On ascending a considerable elevation, I had the 
gratification of viewing QuiUebet^ a little more nearly. 
It was almost immediately opposite : while, to the right, 
contemplating the wide sweep of the river towards its 
embouchure, I fancied that I could see Havre, The 
group of rocks, which bad so charmed us on our jour- 
ney, now assumed a difieient character. On descend- 
ing, I could discover, although at a considerable dis- 
tance, the old woman standing at the door of the 
auberge — apparently straining her eyes to catch a 
gUmpse of us ; and she was almost disposed to scold 
for having put her reputation of giving good break&sts 
to so hazardous a trial. The wood was blazing, and 
the room was almost filled by smoke — but a prolonged 
fast, and a stage of sixteen or eighteen miles, in a keen 
morning mi, made Mr. Lewis and myself only think of 
allaying our hunger. In every public house, however 
mean, you see the white metal fork, and the napkin 
covering the plate. A dozen boiled eggsj and a coffee 
|iot and cups of perfectiy Brobdignagdian dimensions, 
with tolerable bread and mdiflTnent. butter, formed the 
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inatSriU of our breakfast. The postboy, having etabled 
and refreshed his horsea, was regaling himself in the 
kitchen — but bow do you think he was regaling htm- 
self^—TruJy, in stretching himself upon a b«ich, and 
reading, as old Ascham expresses it, " a merry tale in 
Boccsce." In other words, he was rea^Jing a French 
version of the Decameron of that celebrated author. 
Indeed, I had already received sufficient proof of the 
general propensity of the conmion people to read — 
whether good or bad books . , , but let ua hope and 
believe the former. I left the bibliomaniacal postboy 
to his Boccaccio, and prepared to visit the castle . . . 
the once proud and yet commanding residence of the 
family of Mojstmorenci. 

I ascended — with fresh energies imparted from my 
breakfast. The day grew soft, and bright, and exhi- 
larating . . but alas ! for the changes and chances of 
every thing in this transitory world. M'bere was the 
warder ! He had ceased to blow bb horn for many a 
long year, "Where was the harp of the minstrel! 
It had perished two centuries ago, with the hand 
that bad struck its chords. Where was the atten- 
dant guard 7 — or pursuivants — or men at arms ? They 
bad been swept from human existence, like the leaves 
of the old limes and beech trees by which the lower 
part of the building was surrounded. The moat 
was dry ; the rampart was a ruin : — the rank grass 
grew within the area . . . nor can I tell you how many 
relics of halls, banqueting rooms, and bed-rooms, 
with all the magnificent appurtenances of old castel- 
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Isted architecture, stmck the eager eye with mixed 
melancholy and surprise! The singular half-drcular^ 
and half square, corner towere, hanging over the ever- 
reatlesa wave, interested me exceedingly. The guide 
ahewed me where the prisoners used to be kept — in a 
dungeon, apparently imperrioug to every glimmer of 
day-light, and every breath of air. I cannot pretend 
to say at what period even the oldest part of the Castle 
of Montmorenci was built: but I saw nothing that 
seemed to be more ancient than the latter end of the 
fifteenth century.* Perhaps the greater portion may 
be of the beginning of the sixteenth ; but, amidst the 
unroofed rooms, I could not help admiring the painted 
borders, chiefly of a red colour, which nm along the 
upper part of the walls, or wainacoats — giving indi- 
cation not only of a good, but of a splendid, taste. 
Did I tell you that this sort of ornament was to be seen . 
in some parts of the eastern end of the Abbey of Ju- 
miegesJ Here, indeed, they afforded evidence — an 
evidence, ndngled with melancholy sensations on re- 
flection — of the probable state of magnificence which 
once reigned throughout the castle. Between Ae 
comer towers, upon that part which runs immeduitely 
parallel with the Seine, there is a noble terrace, now 
converted into garden ground — which commands an 
immediate and extensive view of the embouchure of 
the river. It is the property of a speculator! rending 
at Havre. 

• Mr. Cotraan htu n view of the guteway of Tancarrille, or 
Montmorenci Castle. 
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The cabriolet meeting me at the bottom of the 
mound upon which, the castle is built,. (having paid the 
reckoning before I left the inn), I had nothing to do 
but to step in, and push forward for Havre. Retrac- 
ing the road through which we came, we darted into 
the Route Royale, and got upon one of the noblest 
high roads in France. Between TancarviUe and Ha~ 
vre lie Hocher and Harfleur; each almoit at the 
water's edge. I regretted I could not see the former ; 
but on our approach to Harfleur I observed, to the 
right, some delightfully situated, and not inelegantly 
built, country villas or modem chateaux. The imme- 
diate run down to Harfleur is exceedingly pleasing ; 
and though we trotted sharply through the town, the 
exquisite little porch of the church was not lost upon 
me. Few places, I believe, for its dimensions, have 
been more celebrated in the middle ages than Har- 
fleur. The Seine to the left becomes broader and 
bolder ; and, before you, beneath some wooded heights, 
lies Havre. Every thing j^ves indication of commerce 
and prosperity as you gain upon the town. The houses 
increase in number and respectability of appearance-;- 
" Voyez-Tous la. Monsieur, a droite, ces belles maisons 
de plaisance ? — (exclaimed the charioteer) — " C'est la 
ou demeurent Messieurs vos compatriotes: mafoi,ils 
ont un jpli gout." The first glance upon these stone 
houses confirmed the sagacity of the postilion. They 
are gloriously situated — facing the ocean ; while the 
surrounding country teems with fish and game of every 
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spedee. Isaac Walton might have contrived to inter- 
weave a pretty ballad in hia description of such trout- 
streams as were those before us. 

But ve approach the town. The hulls of hundreds 
of vessels are seen in the commodious docks ; and the 
flogs of merchantmen, irom all quarters of the globe, 
appear to stream from the mast-heads. It is a scene 
of bustle, of business, and variety ; and perfectly 
English. What a contrast to the gloomy solitude of 
Montmorenci! The outer and inner gates are passed, 
DiUgencea issue from every quarter. The centinels 
reheve guard. The sound of horns, from various 
packet-boats immediately about to sail, echoes on aD 
sides .... Driving up the high street, we approached 
the hdtel of the Aigle d'Or,* kept by Justin, and con- 
tddered to be the best. We were just in time for the 
table d'hote, and to bespeak excellent beds. Tra- 
vellers were continually arriving and departing. What 
life and animation ! . . We sat down upwards of forty 
to dinner : and a good dinner it was. Afterwards, I 
settled fbi the cabriolet, and bade the postboy adieu I — 
nor can I suppress my feeUngs in saying that, in wish- 
ing him farewell, I felt ten times more than I bad ever 
felt upon taking leave of a postilion, 

■ I am not sure whether thia inn be called the Armet de 
Fname, or tu above. 
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LETTER XI. 

HAVRE DE GRACE. HONFLEDR. /OURHET TO CAEN. 
Caen. Mag, 1819. 

Well, my inend ! . . . I have Bt length visited the 
interior of the Abbey of St. Stephen, and have walked 
over the grave of Willum the Conqueror and of 
Mathilda his wife. But aa you dearly love the gossip 
of a travelling journal, I shall take up the thread of my 
narrative from the place in which I last addressed you : 
— particularly as our route hither was marked by some 
circumstances worthy of recital. First, however, for 
Havre. 

I stud there only long enough to express my regret 
that the lime of my residence could not be extended. 
It happened to be a fine afternoon, and I took a lei- 
surely stroll upon the docks and ramparts.* The 

* Erelfn, who viaited Havre in 1644, when the Duke de Rich- 
lieu nas goTemor, deuribes the citadel ta " strong uid regulu', 
well stored with ulillery, &c. The worlu furnished with fure 
brasB canon, having a motto, " Ratio ultima Reguin." The haven 
ii very spacious." L\feand Writing$ of John Evetgn, edit. 1818, 
vol. i. p. 61. Havre seems always to have been a place of note 
and distinction in more senses than one. In Zeiller's Topographia 
Gallm, (vol. iit.) there is a view of it, about the period in which 
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town was faU of animation — whether relating to busi- 
nesa or to pleasure. For the former, you must visit 
the quays ; for the latter, you must promenade the 
high street, and more espedally the Boalevardt, to- 
wards the heights. The sun shone merrily, as it were, 
upon the thousands of busy, bustling, and bawling 
human creatures , . who were in constant locomotion 
in this latter place. 

What a difference between the respective appear- 
ances of the quays of Dieppe and Havre! Although 
even here things would assimie a rubbishing and lit- 
tered aspect compared with the quays at Liverpool or 
at Hull, yet it must be admitted, for the credit of Gal- 
lico-Norman commerce, that the quays of Havre make 
a very respectable appearance. You see men fiddling, 
dancing, sleeping, sitting, and of course talking dpleine 
gorge, in groups without end — but no drunkenness ! 
. . not even an English oath saluted my ear. The 
Southampton packets land their crews at Havre. I 
saw the arrival of one of these packets ; and was cruel 
enough to contrast the animated and elastic spirits of a 
host of French lagnais de place, tradespeople, &c.— 
attacking the passengers with cards of their address — 
with the feeble movements and dejected countenances 
of the objects of their attack. 

Evelyn B&w it, by Jacques Qombenat, Ingfoieur du Roy, from 
which it appears to have been a very considerable pUce. . Forty- 
two principal bnitdin^ uid placei are referred to ia the direc- 
tions i and among tbem we observe the BocLBTAaos db Ricbb- 
uxv. 
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From the quays, I sauntered along the ramparts, 
which are flanked by broad ditches — of course pleoti-- 
fully supplied with water ; and passing over the draw- 
bridge, by which all carriages enter the town — and 
which absolutely trembles as if about to nnk beneath 
you, as the diUgenee rolls over it. — I made for the bou- 
levards and tea-gardens ; to which, business being well 
nigh over, the inhabitants of Havre flock by hundreds 
and by thousands. A fine afternoon throws every thing 
into " good keeping" — as the artists say. The trees, 
and meadows, and upper lands, were not only bright 
with the sun-beam, but the human countenance was 
lighted up with gladness. The occupations partook of 
this joyful character. Accordingly there was dancing 
and singing on all sides ; a little beyond, appeared to sit 
a group of philosophers, or politicians, upon a fiintasti- 
cally cot seat, beneath laburnums streaming with gold ; 
while, still further, gradually becoming mvimble from 
the foliage and winding path, strolled pairs in more 
gentle discourse ! Meanwhile the whoop and halloo, 
of school-boys, in rapid and ceaseless evolutions, re- 
sounded through the ur, and heightened the gratifica- 
tion of the scene. . . . 

And young and old came out to play 

Upon a sun-shine holiday. 

Gaining a considerable ascent, I observed knolls of 
rich verdure, with fine spreading trees, and elegant 
I, to be in the foreground — in the middle- 
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ground, stood the town of Havre ; — in- th6 distance, 
rolled and roared the -expanaiTe ocean ! The sun was 
visibly going to rest; but his departing beams yet 
sparkled upon the more prominent points of the pic- 
ture. There was no time for finishing Che subject. 
AiWr a stroll of nearly a couple of hours, on this inter- 
esting spot, I retraced my steps over the draw-bridge, 
and prepared for objects of ttill life ; in other words, 
for the examination of what might be curious and pro- 
fitable in the shape of a faofie. 

The lapips were lighted when I commenced my 
BibSomaniacal Voyage of discovery among the book- 
sellers. But what poverty of materials, for a man edu- 
cated in the schools of Fust and Caxton! To every ques- 
tion, about rare or old books, I was told that I should 
have been on the Continent when the allies first got pos- 
session of Paris, In fact, I had not a single trouvaiilei 

The packet was to sail by nine the nest mornings 
precisely. For a wonder, (or rather no wonder at all, 
considering what had occurred during the last twenty- 
four hours) I had an excellent night's rest, and was 
prepared for breakfast by eight. Having break&sted, 
I accompanied my luggage to the inner harbour, and 
observed the Honflear packet swarming with passen- 
gers, and crammed with every species of merchandize : 
especially tubs, casks, trunks, cordage, and earthen- 
ware. We went on board, and took our stations near 
the helm ; and after experiencing a good deal of kscoct- 
fortahle heaving of the ocean, got clear from the 
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mouth of the harbour, and stood out to sea. The tide 
was runDing briskly and strongly into the harbour. 
We were in truth closely stowed ; and as these packets 
are built with fiattish bottoms, and low sides, a rough 
sea would not fail to give to a crew, thus exposed, the 
appearance of half-drowned rata. Luckily the wind 
began to subside, and by degrees old ocean wore a 
face of undisturbed serenity. Our crew was a motley 
one ; but among them, an Abbess, with a visage of 
parchment-like rigidity, and with her broad streaming 
bands, seemed to experience particular distress. She 
was surrounded by some hale, hearty ouurket women, 
whose robust forms, and copper-tinted countenances, 
formed a striking contrast to her own. A little beyond 
was an old officer or two, with cocked hats of the 
usually capat^ous dimensions. But the poor Abbess 
was cruelly afflicted ; and in a gesture and tone of voice, 
of the most piteous woe, implored the steward of &e 
vessel for accommodation below. 

Fortunately, as I was not in the least annoyed by 
uckness, I had leisure to survey the heights of Hon- 
fleur before we landed ; and looking towards the course 
of the River Seine, as it narrowed in its windings, I 
discovered Harjlewr and Hocker nearly opposite ; and, 
a good deal lower down, the little fishing town of 
Qmllebeuf, apparently embedded in the water. Hon- 
fleur itself is surely among the most miserable of fish- 
ing towns* — or whatever be the staple commodity that 

* It was 90 in Evelyn's time : in 1644, " It is a poore Sshur 
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aupports it. But the eoTiroRs make amends for the 
squalidness of the town. A few years of peace atul 
plenty would work wonders even in the impioTements 
of diese environs. Perhaps no situation is more fa- 
vourable for the luxury of a summer retirement.* I 
pud only eight sous for my passage ; and having no 
passport to he viiid (which indeed was the case at 
Havre,) we selected a stout lad or two, from the crowds 
of lookers on, as we landed, to carry our luggage to 
the inn from which the diligence sets off for Caen. 
It surprised us to see with what alacrity these lads 
carried the baggage up a steep hill in their trucks, or 
barrows; but we were disgusted with the miserable 
forms, and miserable clothing, of both sexes, whieh we 
encountered as we proceeded. I was fortunate to be 
in time to secure my place in the Diligence. The 
horses were in the very act of being put to, as I paid 
my reckoning beforehand. 

towne (sayB he) remarkablB for nothio); so much as the odd yet 
luefull habites which tbe good women weare, of beares and other 
■kinns, aS of rafrgg at Dieppe, and all along these coasts." Ljfe 
md fFritingto/J.Eeetgn: 1818, 4to. rol. i.p. 51. 

* [It is near a chapel, on one of the heights of this town, that 
Mr. Washington Irving fixes one of his most exquisitely drawn 
characters, Annbttb D>i.AniiE, as absorbed in meditation and 
prayer respecting the fete of her lover ; and I have a dis^ct 
recollection of a beautiful piece of compoution, by one of our 
most celebrated artists, in which the Heightt of Honfieur, with 
women kneeling before a crucifix in the foreground, formed 
a most beautiful compusitiou. The name of the artiii (was it the 
younger Mr. CbalonO I have forgotten.] 
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- Judge of our surprise and gratification on seeing two 
well-dreesed, and apparently nell-bred Englishmen, 
securing their places at the same time. It is not always 
that, at first sight, Englishmen associate so quickly, 
and apparently so cordially, as did these gentlemen with 
ourBclves. They were the Messrs. D* • * oft**** 
Hall in Yorkshire : the elder brother an Oxford man 
of the same standing with myself. . The younger, a 
Cantah. We were all bound for Caenj and right 
gladly did we coalesce upon this expedition. 

We proceeded at a good sharp pace ; and as we 
ascended the very high hill on the direct road to Caen, 
with fine leafy trees on each side, and upon a noble 
breadth of road, I looked out of the diligence to enjoy 
the truly magnificent view of the Seine— with glimpses 
of Harfleur and Havre on the opposite coast. The 
cessation of the rain, and the quick movement of the 
vehicle, enabled me to do this in a tolerably commo- 
dious manner. The ground however seemed saturated, 
and the leaves glistened with the incumbent moisture- 
There was a sort of pungent freshness of scent abroad 
— and a rich pasture land on each side gave the most 
luxuriant appearance to the landscape. Nature indeed 
seemed to have fructified every thing in a manner at 
once spontaneous and perfect. The face of the coun- 
try is pasture-land throughout ; that is to say, there 
are comparatively few orchards and little arable. I 
was told to pay attention to the cattle, for that the 
fanners prided themselves on their property of diia 
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kind. They may pride themselves — if they please : 
but their pride is not of a lofty cast of character. I 
have been in Lincolnshire, Herefordahire, and Glou- 
cestershire — and have seen and enjoyed, in these 
counties, groups of cattle which appeared calculated 
for the land and the table of giants, compared with the 
Lilliputian objects, of the bucoline species, which were 
straying, in thin flocks, through the luxuriant pastures 
of Normandy. That triumphant and immutable maxim 
of " small bone and large carcase" seems, ales ! to be 
unknown in these re^ons. 

However, od we rode — and gazed on all sides. At 
length we reached Pont L'Evegue, a pretty long stage ; 
where we dined (says my journal) upon roast fowl, 
asparagus, trout, and an excellent omelette, with two 
good bottles of vin ordinaire— which latter, for four 
Englishmen, was commendably moderate. During 
dinner the rain came down again in yet heavier tor- 
rents — the gutters foamed, and the ground smoked 
with the unceasing fall of the «ater. In the midst of 
this aquatic storm, we toasted Old England right mer- 
rily and cordially ; and the conducteur, seeing us ui 
good humour, told us that " we need not hurry, fi>r 
that he preferred a dry journey to a wet one." We 
read^y assented to this position ; but within half an 
hour, the weather clearing, we remounted : and by 
four o'clock, we all got inside — and poGtics, religion, 
literature, and the fine arts, kept us in constant dis- 
coune and good humour as we rolled on for many a 
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iMgue. All the wsy to Troara (the last Btbge on thu 
8id« of CKen) the country presenti a truly loyely pio- 
tnrs of pasture land. There are occasionally some 
wooded heights, in which English wealth and English 
taste woidd hare rused rillas of the prettiest format 
and with most commanding views. Yet there is no* 
thing to be mentioned in the lame breath with th« 
country about Rodwell in Glocestershire. Nor we 
the trees of the same bulk and luxuriant foliage as ant 
those in our owii country. A fine oak is as rare as an 
uncut Wynkyn de Worde .■* but creeping rivulets, rich 
coppice wood, sTennea of elms and limes, and meadows 
begemmed with butter-cups — these are the characte- 
ristics of the country through which we were passing. 
It is in Tabi however you look for neat villas or conse- 
quential fiuvi houses ; and as rarely do you see groups 
of villagers repodng, ornn action. A dearth of popu- 
lation gives to French landscape a melancholy and solio 
tary cast of character. It is in cities that you must 
look for human beingtf^andyor aties the French 
seen to have been created. 

It was at Troam, I think, or at some baiting place 
beyond, that our passports were demanded, and the 
examination of our trunks solicited. We surrendered 
our keys most willingly. The gendemen, with thek 
eadced hats and bluejackets — Shaving a belt from whidl 
a- sword was suspended — consulted together for a 

• [My trantlstiir wys, " un Wynkyn de Worde non am^i ^' 
Qa. Would DOtthe Deimre Vocabnlur httve lud "wm rvgwiF"] 



:,qJcdbvGoOgle 



158 HAVRE TO CAEN. 

tninute only— returned our keys — and teUing us that 
matters would be thoroughly looked into at Caen, said 
they would give us no trouble. We were of course 
not sorry at this detemiination — and the Messrs. D* * f 
and myself getting once more into the cabriolet, (a 
postboy being secured for the leaders) we began to 
screw up our spirits ' and curiosity for a view of the 
steeples of Caen. Unluckily the sun had set, and the 
horizon had become gloomy, when we first diacovered' 
the spires of St. St^hen's Abbey — the principal eccle- 
siastical edifice at Caen. It was hard upon nine 
o'clock ; and the evening being extremely dusky, we 
had necessarily a very indistinct view of the other 
churches — but, to my eye, as seen in a lengthened 
view, and through a deceitful atmosphere, Caen' had 
the appearance of Oxford on a diminutive scale. The 
town itself, like our famous Unirernty, is built in a 
slanting direction ; though the surrounding country is 
yet flatter than about Oxford. As we entered it, all 
the population seemed collected to witness our arrival. 
From soUtude we plmiged at once into tumult, bustle, 
and noise. We stopped at ibe Hotel iTEspagne — a 
large, but black and begrimed mansion. Here our 
luggage was token down ; and here we were assailed 
by gar90ns de place, with cards in their hands, intreat- 
ing us to put up at their respective hotels. We bad 
somehow got a recommendation to the Hotel Royaie, 
Place Rot/ale, and such a union of royal adjuncts was 
irresistible. Accordingly, we resolved upon moving 
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thither. In a trice our tninkB were placed upon bar- 
rows ; and we marched behind, " in double quick time," 
in order to secure our property. The town appeared 
to improve as we made our different turnings, and 
gained upon our hotel. " Le Toila, Messieurs" — ex- 
claimed our guides and baggage-conductors — as we 
got into a goodly square, and saw a fair and comely 
mansion in jront. The rush of landlord, waiting maids, 
and gar^ons de place, encountered us as we entered. 
" Messieurs, je tous salue," — said a huge, ungracious 
looking figure : — which said figure was nothing less 
than the master of the hotel — Mons. Lagouelle. We 
were shown into a small room on the ground floor, to 
the right — and ordered tea ; but had scarcely begun 
to enjoy the crackUng blaze of a plentiful wood fire, 
when the same ungracious figure took his seat by the 
side of us ... to tell us " all about the duel," 

I had heard (from an English gentleman in the 
packet boat from Havre to Honfieur) something res- 
pecting this most extraordinary duel between a young 
Englishman and a young Frenchman : but as I mean 
to reserve my Caen budget for a distinct dbpatch, and 
as I have yet hardly tarried twenty boiu-s in this place, 
I must bid you adieu ; only adding that I dreamt, last 
mght, about some English antiquaries trying to bend 
the bow of William the Conqueror I — Can this be sur- 
prising i Again farewell. 
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LETTER XII. 

CAEN. BOIL. aOCIETT. EDUCATION. A DIHEL. OLD 
HOUSES. THE ABBEY OF ST. STBPHBN. CHXmCH OP 
ST. PIERRE DE SARNETAL. ABb£ OB LA SAIMTE TRI- 
NIt£. OTHER PUBLIC EDIFICES. 

I HATE now resided upnards of a week at Lagouelle's, 
the Hotel Royale, and can tell you something of the 
place and of the inhabitants of Caeh. Caen however 
is still-life after Rouen : but it has been, and yet is, a 
town exceedingly well-deserving the attention of the 
lounging traveller and of the curious antiquary. Its 
ecclesiastical edifices are more ancient, but less vast 
and splendid, than those of Rouen ; while the streets 
and the houses are much more wide and comfortable. 
This place is the capital of the department of CaI/- 
VADOs, or of Lower NomiANDT : and its population 
is estimated at forty thousand souls. It has a public 
library, a school of art, a college, mayoralty, and all 
the adjuncts of a corporate society.* But I must first 

* [" Besides her Dumeroiu public schools, Caen posaeaaet two 
Schools of Art— one for design, the other for Architecture and 
Ornament— where the Students vn gratuitotulg inetructed." 

LtCQDET.] 
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give you something in the ahape of politicat economy 
intelligence. Caen with its arrondissemena otBatfeus, 
^r0, Falaiae, lAtieux, Pont UEveque, is the country 
of paetursge and of cattle. It is also fertile in the 
apple and pear ; and although at Argencet there have 
been vineyards from time immemorial, yet the produce 
of the grape, in the character of vAne,* is of a very 
secondary description. There are beautiful and most 
abundant market gardens about Caen; and for the 
last seventy years they have possessed a garden for 
the growth and cultivation of foreign plants and trees. 
It is said that more than nine hundred species of plants 
and trees are to be found in the department of Cal- 
vados, of whi<^ some (but I know not how many or 
how few) are considered as indigenous. Of forests 
and woods, the number is comparatively small; and 
upon that limited number great injuries were inflicted 
by the Revolution. In the arrondissement of Caen 
itself, there are only 344 hectares.^ The truth is, that 
in the immediate neighbourhood of populous towns, 
the French have no idea of flantikq. They suffer 
plfun after plain, and hill after hill, to be denuded of 
trees, and make no provision for the supply of those 

[• It is called FinHuel — wA it the last wine which n traveller 
will be diepoBed to aak for. When Hear; IV. passed thrODf[b 
the town, he could not conceiTe why such excellent grepei ghonld 
produce such execrable wine. I owe this iDtelli^encc to Mom. 

bl<?l).UKT.] 

t Somewhere nbout 150 English acres. 
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who are to come after them. Thua, not only a great 
portbn of the country ahout Rouen — (especiaUy in the 
direction of the road leading to Caen — ) is gradually 
left desolate and barren, but even here, as you approach' 
the town, there is a dreary flatness of country, unre-' 
freshed by the verdure of foliage : whereas the soil, 
kind and productive by nature, requires only Ae 
slightest attention of man to repay him a hundred 
fold. Mliat they will do some fifty yean hence for 
Jiiel, IB qitite inconceivable. It is true that the river 
Ome, by means of the tide, and of its proximity to the 
sea, brings up vessek of even SOO tons burthen, in 
which they m.-iy stow plenty of wood ; but still, the 
expenses of carriage, and duties of a variety ofdescrip-' , 
tioD^together with the dependence of the town upon 
such accidental supply — would render the article of 
fuel a most expensive concern. It is also true that' 
they pretend that (he soil, in the department of Cal- 
vados, contains coal ; but the experiments which were 
made some years ago at IMtry, in the arondissement 
oi Bayeux, should forbid the Caennois to indulge any 
very sanguine expectaUons on that score. 

In respect to the trade of the town, the two princi- 
pal branches are lace and cap making. The former 
trade is divided with Bayeux ; and both places toge- 
ther give occupation to about thirty thousand pairs* of 

* [I bad before laid Iteenl^ — bat Mona. Licquet observei, 1 
might hftve raid — thirty thousand pain of h&nde.] 
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hands. People of all ages may be so employed ; and 
the annual gross receipts have been estimated at four 
millions of francs. In cap making only, at Caen, four 
thousand people have been constantly engaged, and a 
gross produce of two millions of francs has been the 
result of that branch of trade. A great part of this 
manufacture was conaumed at home ; but more than 
one half used to be exported to Spain, Portugal, and 
the colonies belonging to France. They pretend to 
say, however, that this article of commerce is much 
diminished both in profit and reputation : while that 
of table linen is gaining proportionably in both.* 
There were formerly great tanneries in Caen and its 
immediate vicinity, but lately that branch of trade has 
suffered extremely. The revolution first gave it a 
violent check, and the ignorance and inattention of the 
masters to recent improvements, introduced by means ' 
of chemistry, have helped to hasten its decay. To 
balance this misfortune, there has of late sprung up a 
very general and judiciously directed commercial spirit 
in the article ofporcelaine; and if Caen be inferior to 
its neighbouring towns, and especiaUy to Rouen and 
Lisieux, in the articles of cloth, stuffs, and lace, it takes 
a decided lead in that which relates to pottery and 
china : no mean arHcles in the supply of domestic 
wants and luxuries. But it is in matters of higher 
" pith and moment" that Caen may chum a superiori^ 

* Caen inis celebrated for its table Jinen three ceDturies ago. 
Consult BouROUBViLLB ; Antiquitez de Caen; 1588, 8vo. p. 26. 
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over the towna juBt noticed. There U a better spirit 
of education abroad ; and, for its size, more suence 
and more literature will be found in it. 

This place has been long famous for the education 
of Lawyers. There are two distinct academies— one 
for " Science and the BelleE-LettreB" — the other for 
agriculture and commerce. The Z^c& is a noble build- 
ing, close to the Abbey of St. Stephen : but I wish it« 
&9ade had been Gothic, to harmonise with the Abbey. 
Indeed, Caen has quite the air of Oxford, from the 
prevalent appearance of stone in its public biuldings. 
The environs of the town afford quarries, whence the 
stone is taken in great blocks, in a comparatively soft 
state — and is thus cut into the several forms required 
with the greatest faulity. It is then exposed, and 
every succeeding day appears to add to its white tint 
and durable quality. I saw some important improve- 
ments making in the outskirts of the town,* in which 



* The fausboorga of Caen, in the preieut day, wear a melan- 
choly contnut to what they appear to have done in the middle of 
the xTith century. Goiuult the pleaiantly penned deiciipti(m 
of these fanxbourgB by the first topographer of the place. Bona* 
avMYthUt : in hi* AnHqBileg de Gten, pp. 6, 6, 26. 

It may be worth aubjoining, from the same interesting aoAo- 
rlty, that long after the time even of the publication jnit referred 
to, the town of Caen was surrounded by lofty and thick stone 
walls— upon the tops of which three men could walk a-breut : 
and from thence the inhabitants could discern, across those lu^e 
and beantifiil gardens, " the vessels sailing in the river Ome, and 
nnloading their cargoes by the sides of widls." It appears indeed 
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they were Bnishing shafts and capitals ot columns in a 
maimer the most correct and gratifying. SdU farther 
from the immediate vicinity of Caen, they find stone of 
a closer grain ; and with this they make stair-cases, 
and pavements for the interior of buildings. Indeed 
the Btone stur-cases in this place, which are usually 
circular, and projecting from the building, struck me 
as being equally curious and uncommon. It is assert- 
ed that they have different kinds of marble in the 
deparbnent of Calrados, which equal that of the south 
of France. At Beul^ and Vieux vhite marble is found 
which has been judged worthy of a compiuison with 
Parian ; but this is surely a little presumptuous. How- 
ever, it is known that Cardinal Richelieu brought from 
Yieux ail the marble with which he built the chapel 
in the college of the Sorbonne. 

to bare been a sort of lounge, or feahtonable proraentde— by 
means of varioiis ladders for the purposes of ascent and descent. 

Among the old prints and bird's-eye views of Caen, which I 
caw in the collectioo of De Bozr at the Royal Library at Puie, 
there is one accompanied by three pages of printed description, 
which begins with the lines of Ouillaume Breton " ^Tlla potens, 
opulenta, situ apatioaa decora." See First Edition, vol. i. p. 274. 
Evdyn, in 1644, thns describes the town of Caea. " The whole 
town is haudsomdy built of that excellent itme so well knowne 
by that name in England. I was lead to a pretty garden, planted 
with hedges of Alatemus, having at the entrance, at an exceeding 
height, accurately cut in topiary worie, with well understood 
ardiitecture, consisting of piUars, niches, freezes, md other onia- 
ments, with greate curiosity, &c. Li/e and ^rilingi itfJ. Ene- 
lifn, 1818, 4to. vol i. p. 52. 
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.. Upon the whole, as to general appearance, and as 
to particular sodety, Caeri may be preferable to Rouen. 
The cOBtume and manners of the , common people are 
pretty much, if not entirety, the eame ; except that; as 
to dress, the cauckoise is here rather more simple thm 
at Dieppe and Rouen. The upper fille-de-chambre 
at oiir hotel displays not only a good correct model of 
national dress, but she is well-looking in her person, 
and well-bred in her manners. Mr. Lewis prevuled 
upon this good-natured young woman to dt for her 
likeness, and for the sake of her costume. The girl's 
eyes sparkled with more'than ordinary joy at the pro 
posal, and even an expression of gratitude mingled 
itself in her manner of compliance. I send you the 
figure and dress' of the fille-dew:harabre at the Hotel 
Royale of Caen.* 

Caen is called tfae d€p6t of the English.f In truth 
there is an amazing number of our countrymen here, 
and irom very different causes. One family comes to 
reside irom motives of economy ; another from those of 
education; a third from those of retirement; and a 
fourth from pure love of sitting down, in a strange place, 
with the chance of making some pleasant connection, 
or of being engaged in seeking some strange advetiture: 
Good and cheap living, and novel sodety, are doubt- 
less the miun attractions. But there is desperate ill 
blood just now between the Caennois (I will not make 

* See the Opposite Plate. 

t It mu s similar d^pdt in Ductrel't time. 
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use of the enlarged term Francois) and the EngUsh ; 
and I will tell you the cause. Do you remember the 
emphatic phrase in my last, "all about the duel?" 
Listen. About three weeks only before our arrival,* 
a duel was fought between a young French Iaw>atu- 
dent, and a young Englishman ; the latter the son of a 
nayal captiun. I will mention no names ; and so far 
not wound the feelings of the friends of the parties 
concerned. But this duel, my friend, has been " the 
DUEL OF duels" — ou the score of desperation, and of a 
fixed purpose to murder. It is literally without prece- 
dent, and I trust will never be considered as one. You 
must know then, that Caen, in spite of all the " boule- 
Tersemens" of the Revolution, has niaintained its an- 
ient reputation of possessing a very large seminary, or 
college for students at law. These students amount to 
nearly 600 in number. Most young gentlemen under 
twenty years of age are at times riotous, or frolicsome, 
or foolish. Generally speaking, however, the students 
conduct themselves with propriety : hut there had 
been a law-suit between a French and English suitor, 
and the Judge pronounced sentence in favour of our 
countryman. The hall was crowded with spectators, 
and among them was a plentiful number of law-students. 

* The Etory wu in fact told ua the very first ugfat of our ar- 
rival, by M. Lagouelle, the master of tiie hotel royale. He went 
thiough it with a method, emphuis, and energy, rendered iha 
more striking; from the obesity of liis figure and the vulgarity of 
hia countenance. Bnt he frankly allowed that " Monsieur I'Anf- 
lois le conduiaalt Men." 
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As they were retiring, one young Frendunan aiher 

nude frightAil faces, or contemptible gestures, in s 
very fixed and insulting manner, at a young Engliah- 
nuu) — the son of this naral captain. Our countryman 
had no means or power of noticing or resenting t^e 
insult, as the aggressor was surrounded by bis compa- 
nions. It so happened that it was fur time at Caen; 
and in the evening of the same day, our countryman 
recognised, in the crowd at the iair, the physiognomy 
of the young man who had insulted him in the hall of 
justice. He approached him, and gave him to under- 
stand that his rude behaviour should be noticed at a 
proper time and in a proper place : whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to him, shook him violently by 
the ann, and told him to " fix his distance on the en- 
suing morning." Now the habit of duel&ng is very 
common among these law-students ; but they measure 
twenty-five paces, fire, and of course . . . hiss — and 
then fiincy themselves great heroes . . . and there ia an 
end of the afi&ir. Not so upon the pres^it occasion. 
" Fifteen paces," if you"p'«8se — said the student, sar- 
castic^ly, with a conviction of Ae backwaidhess of his 
opponent to meet him. "Five, rather" — ezdaimed 
the provoked Englishman — "I will fight you at riVB 
paces :" — and it was agreed that they should meet and 
fight oa the morrow, at five paces only asunder. 

Each party was under twenty ; but I believe the 
English youth had scarcely attuned his ninetaenth 
year. "What I am about to relate will cause your fleafa. 
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to creep. It was determined by the seconds* as one 
must necessarily^^, from firing at so shorta distance, 
that only one pistol should be loaded with ball: the 
other having nothing but powder : — and that, as - 
the Frenchman had challenged, he was to have the 
choice of the pistols. They parted. The seconds 
prepared the pistols according to agreement, and the 
&tal morning came. The combatants appeared, vith- 
oat one jot of abatement of spirit or of cool courage. 
The pistols lay upon the grass before them : one loaded 
only with powder, and the other with powder and ball. 
The Frenchman advanced : took up a pistol, weighed 
and balanced it most carefUly in his hand, and then . . . 
laid it down. He seized the other pistol, and cocking 
it, fixed himself upon the spot from whence he was to 
fire. The English youth was necessarily compelled 
to take the abandoned pistol. Five paces were then 
measured . . and on the signal being given, they both 
fired . . . and the Frenchman fell . . . dead upon the 
SPOT 1 The Frenchman had in fact taken up, but 
afterwards laid down, the very pistol which was loaded 
with the &tal ball— on the supposition that it was of 
too light a weight ; and even seemed to compliment 
lumself upon his supposed sagacity on the occasion. 
Bat to proceed. The ball went through his heart, as 
I understood. The second of the deceased on seeing 
bis friend a reeking corpse at his feet, became mad and 
outrageous . . and wbb for fighting the survivor imme- 
diately I Upon which, the lad of mettle and courage 
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replied, diathe would not fight a man without a wcomI 
— " But go," s^d he, (drawing his watch coolly from 
hia fob) I win give you twenty minutes to come back 
Bgun with your second." He waited, with his watch 
in hb hand, and by the dead body of his antagoust, 
for the return of the Frenchman; but on the expira- 
tion of the time, his own second conjured him to con- 
suit his safety and depart ; for that, from henceforth, 
his life was in jeopardy. He left the ground ; obtained 
hiB passport, and quitted the town instantly . . The 
dead body of his antagonist was then placed on a bier : 
and his funeral was attended by several hundreds of 
his companions— who, armed with muskets and swords, 
threatened destructioD to the civil and military autho^ 
rities if they presumed to interfere. All this has 
necessarily increased the ill-blood which is admitted to 
e^st between the English and French . . . but the 
a&ir is now beginning to blow over.* 

A truce to such topics. It is now time to furnish 
you with some details relating to your fiiTourite subjects 

of ABCmXECTURAL ANTIQUITIES and BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

The former shall take precedence. First of the streets ,- 

* [The Bfiur U now Bcurcely remembered; and the sncceasful 
champion died a Datiml death within about three yearB afCerwaidB. 
MouB. Licquet slenderly doubts portioiiB of this tragical tale : but 
I ht,vt good reason to believe that it Ib not an exaggerated one. 
At to what occurred tf/ter the death of one of the combatants, I 
am unwilling to revive unpleasant seuBationi by itB recapiluU- 
tion.] 
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secondly of the houtet ; and thirdly of the fMbUc build' 
inga ; ecclesiastical and civil. 

To begin with the Streets. Those of Si. Pierre, 
Notre Dame, and St. Jean are the principal for bustle 
and business. The first two form one continuous line, 
leading to the abbey of St. Stephen, and afford in fact 
a very interesting stroll to the observer of men and 
manners. The shops are inferior to those of Rouen, 
but a great shew of business is discernible in them. 
The sta-eet beyond the abbey, and those called Quil- 
bert, and des Chanoines, leading towards the river, 
are considered among the genteelest. Ducarel pro- 
nounced the houses of Caen " meiui in general, though 
usually biult of stone ;" but I do not agree with him in 
this conclusion. The open parts about the Lycie and 
the Abbey of St. Stephen, together with the Place 
Royale, where the Ubrary is situated, form very agree- 
able spaces for the promenade of the ladies and the 
exerdse of the National Guard. The Courts are fiJI 
of architectural curiosities, but moetiy of the time of 
Francis I. Of domestic architecture, those houses, 
with elaborate carvings in wood, beneath a pointed 
roof, are doubtless of the greatest antiquity. There 
are a great number of these ; and some very much 
older than others. 

A curious old house is to the right hand comer of 
the street St, Jean : as you go to the Post Office. 
But I must ii^orm you that the residence of the femous 
Malherbe yet exists in the street leading to the Abbey 

VOL. 1. U 
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of St. Stephen. This house is of the middle of the 
sixteenth century: and what Corneille is to Rouen, 
Malherbe is to Caen. " let naquit Malherbe," &c. 
as you wil] perceive from the annexed view of this 
house, inscribed upon the front of the huilding. Mal- 
herbe has been doomed to receive greater honours. 
His head was first struck, in a series of medals,' to per- 
petuate the resemblances of the most eminent hterary 
characters (male and female) in France : and it is due 
to the amiable Pierre-Aime Lair to designate him as 
the Father of this medallic project. 



In perambulating this town, one cannot but he sur- 
piised at the absence of Fomttaim — those channing 
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pieces of architecture and of street etDbellisbment. In 
this respect, Kouen has infinitely the advantage of 
Caen: where, instead of the trickling current of trans- 
lucent water, we observe nothing but the partial and 
perturbed stream issuing from ugly wells,* as tasteless 
in their structure as they are inconvenient in the pro- 
curing of water. Upon one or two of these wells, I 
observed the dates of 1560 and 1588. 

The Public Edifices, however, demand a particular 
and appropriate description : and first of those of the 
ecclesiastical order. • Let us begin therefore with the 
Abbey of St. Stephen ; for it is the noblest and most 
interesting on many accounts. It is called by the name 
of that Saint,' inasmuch as there stood formerly a cha- 
pel, on the same site, dedicated to him. The present 
building was completed and solemnly dedicated by 
William the Conqueror, in the presence of his wife, his 
two sons Robert and William, his favourite Archbishop 
Lanfranc, John Archbishop of Rouen, and Thomas 
Archbishop of York — towards the year 1080 : but I 
strongly suspect, from the present pievuling character 

* BouT^evUle Beems bitterly to lameDt the substitutioo of 
wells for fouDtains. He proposes a plan, quite feasible in his 
own eftimation, whereby this desirable object might be effecled : 
and then retorts upva his tomumea by reminding- them of the 
commodious fountuna at Luieax, Falaite and Fire — of which 
the inhabitants " n'ont rien espargn^pour auoir ceste decoration 
et commodity en leurs villea." — spiritedly addinf^ — " A j'estoig 
encore en auctoriti, j'y teroia mon pouuoir, et ie y oflFre de mes 
bienj." p. 1?. 
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of the architecture, that nothing more than the west 
front and die towers upon which the spires rest, re- 
main of its amuent structure. The spires (as the Abbe 
De La Rue conjectures, and as I should also have 
thought) are about two centuries later than the towers. 
The outsides of the side lusles appear to be of the 
thirteenth, rather than of the end of the eleventh, cen- 
tury. The first exterior view of the west front, and of 
the towers, is extremely interesting ; from the grey and 
clear tint, as well as excellent quality, of the stone, 
which, according to Huet, was brought partly from 
Vaacelle and partly from Allemagne.* One of the 
comer abutments of.one of the towers has fallen down ; 
and a great portion of what remuns seems to indicate 
rapid decay. The whole stands indeed greatly in need 
of reparation. Ducarel, if I remember rightty,-|- has 

* [I am most prompt to plead guilty to a species of Hippopo- 
tamos error, in heitiiig liere translated the word Allemagne into 
GERUAxy ! Now, although thia translation, per ae, be correct, 
yet, aa applicable to the text, it is most incorrect — as the 
Allemagne in question happeps to be a ParUh in the neigh- 
boarhood of Caen I My translator, in turn, treats me somewhat 
tenderly when he designates this as "unem^prisefbrt singulifere." 
vol. ii. p. 26.] 

t The plate of Ducarel, here alluded to, forms the fourth plate 
in his work ; affording, from the starch myiaer in which it is 
engraved, an idea of one of the most disproportioned, ugly biuld- 
bgs imaginable. Mr. Cotman has favoured us with a good bold 
etching of the West Front, and of the elevation of compartments 
of the Nave ; The former is at once faithful and magiuficent ; 
but the lower part wants characteristic markings. 
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made, of this whole front, a sort of elevation, as if it 
were intended for a wooden model to work by : having 
all the stiffiiees and precision of an erection of forty- 
eight hours standing only. The central tower is of 
very stunted dimensions, and overwhelmed by a roof 
in the form of an extinguisher. This, in fact, was the 
consequence of the devastations of the Calvinists ; who 
absolutely sapped the foundation of the tower, with 
the hope of overwhelming the whole choir in ruin — 
but a part only of their malignant object was accom- 
plished. The component parts of the eastern extre- 
mity are strangely and barbarously miacellaneoaB. 
However, n« good commanding exterior view can be 
obtained &om the place, or confined square, opporite 
the towers. 

But let us return to the west-tront ; and opening the 
unfastened green-baize covered door, enter softly and 
silently into the venerable interior — sacred even to the 
feeUngs of Englishmen ! Of this interior, very much 
is changed from its original character. The side aisles 
retain their flattened arched roofs and pillars ; and in 
the nave you observe those rounded pilasters — or alto- 
rilievo-like pillars — running from bottom to top, which 
are to be seen in the abbey of Jumieges. The capi- 
tals of these long pillars are comparatively of modem 
date. To the left on entrance, within a side chapel, is 
the burial place of Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror. 
The tombstone attesting her interment is undoubtedly 
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of the time. Generally speaking, the interior is cold, 
and dull of effect. The side chapels, of which not 
fewer than sixteen encircle the choir, have the dis- 
cordant accompaniments of Grecian balustrades to 
separate them from the choii and nave. There ia a 
good number of Confeg»i<mah within them ; and at one 
of these I saw, for the first time, two women, kneeling, 
in the act of confession to the same priest. " C'estun 
pen fort," observed our guide in an under-voice, and 
with a humourous expression of countenance ! Mean- 
while Mr. Lewis, who was in an opposite direction in 
the cathedral, was exercising his pencil in the follow- 
ing delineation of a similar subject. 
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To the right of the choir (in the sacristy, I think,) is 
hung the huge portrait, in oil, within a black and gilt 
frame, of which Ducarel has pubhshed an engraving, 
on the Bupposition of its being the portrait of William 
THS Conqueror. But nothing can be more ridicu- 
lous than such a conclusion. In the first place, the 
picture itself, which is a palpable copy, cannot be older 
than a century ; and, in the second place, were it an 
original performance, it could not be older than the 
time of Francis I. : — when, in &ct, it purports to have 
been executed — asaftuthfiil copy of the figure of King 
William, seen by the Cardinals in \522, who were 
seized with a sacred phrenzy to take. a peep at the 
body as it might exist at that time ! ' The costume of 
the oil-painting is evidently that of the period of our 
Henry VIII. '; and; to suppose that the body of Wil- 
liam — even had it remained in so surprisingly perfect a 
state as Ducarel intimates, after an interment of up- 
wards of four hundred years — could have presented 
such a costume, when, from Ducaret's own statement, 
another whole-length representation of the same person 
b totally different — and more decidedly of the cha- 
racter of William's time — is really quite a reproach to 
any antiquary who plumes himself upon the possession 
even of common sense. 

In the middle of the choir, and just before the high 
altar, the body of the Conqueror was entombed with 
great pomp ; and a monument erected to his memory 
of tiie most elaborate and costly description. Nothing 
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now remains biit a flat black marble slab, with a ehort 
inscription, of quite a recent date. 

In the present state of the abbey,* and even in that 
of Ducarel's time, there is, and was, a great dearth of 
aepulchral monuments. Indeed I know not whether 
you need be detained another minute within the inte- 
rior ; except it be, to add your share of admiration to 
that which has been long and justly bestowed on the 
huge organf at the vest end of the nave, which is 

* It ghould be noticed that, " besides the immense bene&ctioai 
which Wiiliam in his life time conferred upon this abbey, he, on 
his death, presented thereto the crown which he oaed to wearat 
all higli festivals, together with hia ic^re androd: aciq>set 
with precious stones ; his candleeticks of gold, and all his regalia ; 
as also the ivory bugle-hora which usuall; hung at his bacL." 
Anglo-Norman Antiqukiet, p. 51. note. The story of the breaking 
open of the coffin by the Calvinists, and finding the Conqueror's 
remains, is told by BourgueviUe— who was an eye totHMM of these 
depredations, and who tried to " soften the obdurate hearts" of 
the pillagers, but in Tain. This contemporaneous historian ob- 
serves that, in hb time " the abbey was filled mth beautiful and 
curious slained-glasB windows and harmonious organs, whidi 
were all broken and destroyed — and that the seats, chairs, &c. 
and all other wooden materials were consumed by fire," p. 1 71. 
Haet observes that a " Dom Jean de Bullehache and Dam Mat- 
thieu de ta Dan^e," religious of St. Stephen's, took care of the 
monument of the Conqueror in the year 1642, and rqtlaced it in 
the state in which it appeared in Huet's time." Origintt dt Caen ; 
p. 248. The revolution was still more terrible than the Calvinistic 
fury ; — for no traces of the monument are now to be seen. 

t The west window is almost totally obscured by a most gi- 
gantic organ built close to it, and allowed to be the finest in all 
France. This organ Is so big, as to require eleven large tiel- 
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conndered to be the finest in all France. But Not< 
maady abounds in churcb decorations of this kind. 
Leaving therefore this venerable pile, endeared to the 
British antiquary by a thouEand pleasing associations 
of ideas, we strike off into an adjoining court yard, 
and observe the ruins of a pretty extensive pile of build- 
ing, which is called by Ducarel the Palace of the Con- 
queror. But in this supposed palace, in its present 
state, most assuredly William I. never resided : for it 
is clearly not older than the thu-teenth century : if so 
ancient. Ducarel saw a great deal more than is now 
to be seen ; for, in fact, as I attempted to gam entrance 
into what appeared to be the principal room, I was 
stopped by an old woman, who assured me "qu'il n'y 
avoit rien que du chauflfage." It was true enough : 
the whole of the untenanted interior contained nothing 
but wood fuel. Returning to the principal street, and 

Iowa, &c. Ducarel, p. 57. He theo goes on to observe, ttutt 
" amongBt the plate preserved in the treasury of thto church, is a 
curious SILVER SALVER, about ten inches in diameter, gilt, aod 
inlaid with antique medab. TreditioD assures us, that it was on 
this salver, that kiog ^^illiani the conqueror placed the founda- 
tion charter of the abbey when he presented it, at the high altar, 
on the dedication of the church. The edges of thU salver, which 
stands on a foot stalk of the same metal, are a little turned up, 
and carved. In the centre b inlaid a Greek medal; on the ob- 
verse whereof is this legend, XvaavStp Awnoiwc; but it being fixed 
in its socket, the reverse is not visible. The other medals, forty 
in number, arc set round the rim, in holes punched quite through ; 
so that the edges of the holes serve as frames for the medals. 
These medals are Roman, and in the highest preservation." 
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making a slight digression to the right, you descend 
somewhat abruptly by the side of a church in ruins, 
called St. Ettenne le Vieil, In Ducarel's time thb 
church is described as entice. On the exterior of one 
of the remaning buttresses is a whole length figure, 
about four English feet in height (as far as I could 
guess by the eye) of a man on horseback — ^mutilated — 
trampling upon another man at its feet. 

It is no doubt a curious and imcoromon ornament. 
But, would you believe it? this figure also, in the opi- 
nion of Boiurgueville,* was intended for William the 
the Conqueror — representing his triumphant entry intp 
Caen ! Aa an object of art, even in its present muti- 

* Yet Bouipierille's description of the f^oup, u it appeared 
in hb time, trips up the heels of his own conjecture. He says 
that there were, besides the two figures above mentioned, "m 
autre hommeetfemmebgenonx, commes'ilg demandoient ruaon 
de la mort de leur enfant, qui est rne antiqnit^ de );rond remarqne 
dont je ne puis donner antre certitnde de I'histoire." Att^quitez 
de Caen ; p. 39. Now, it \% this additional portion of the group 
Cat present no longer in eiiBtence) which should eeem to confirm 
the conjecture of my friend Mr. Douce — that it is a representa- 
tion of the received story, in the middle ages, of the Emperor 
Trajan bung met by a widow who demanded justice against the 
murderer of her son. The Emperor, who hod just mounted his 
horse to set out upon some hostile expedition, replied, that "he 
would listen to her on his return." The tvoman said, " What, if 
you never return f " " My successor will Baiisfy you" — he re- 
plied — "But how will that benefit you," — resumed the widow. 
The Emperor then descended from his horse, and eoqniring into 
the woman's case, caused justice to he done to her. Some of the 
stories say that the murderer was the Emperor's own ton. 
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lated state, it is highly interesting ; and I rejoice that 
WDr, Cotman is likely to preserve the little that remains 
from the hazard of destruction by the fidelity of his 
own copy of it* It is quite clear that, close to the 
figure, you discover traces of style which are unequi- 
vocally of the time of Francis I. The interior of what 
remains of this consecrated edifice is converted " hor- 
resco referens" into a receptacle for . . carriages for 
hire. Not far from this spot stood formerly a magni- 
ficent Cross — demolished during the memorable visit 
of the Calvini3ts.-t- In the way to the abbey of the 
Trinity, quite at the opposite or eastern extremity of 
the town, you necessarily pass along the Rue St. 
Pierre, and enter into the market-place, afibrding an 
opening before the most beautiful church in all Nor- 
mandy. It is the church of St. Pierre de Dametal of 
which I now speak, and from which the name of the 
street is derived. The tower and spire are of the moat 
admirable form and workmanship^ The extreme 

• [Since the publication of the first edition of tlua work, the 
figure in queetion tuta appeared from the pendl and burin of Mr. 
Colman ; of which the only fault, as it strikes me, ia, that the 
Bur&ce is too rouj^h — or the effect too sketchy.] 

t BouTgucTille luu minutelf described it in )us Aniiquittet ; 
and his description is copied in the preceding edition of this 

I Bourgueville is extremely particular and even eloquent in 
his account of the tower, &c. He says that he had "seen towers 
at Paris, Rouen, Toulouse, Avignon, Narboune, Montpelier, 
Lyons, Amiens, Chartrea, Angiers, fiayenx, Constances, (qu. 
Coutances?) and those of St. Stephen at Caen, and others, in 
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deHcacy and picturesque effect of the stone tiles, with 
which the spire is covered, as well as the lightness and 
imposing consequence given to the tower upon which 
the spire rests, are of a character peculiar to itself 
The whole has a charming effect. But severe criti- 

divere parts of France, wUch are built in a pyramidal form — but 
THIS TowBR OT St. Peter exceeded all the others, as well in 
ita height, as in iu curious form of construction." Antig, de Caen ; 
p. 36. He regrets, however, that the name of the arckilect has 
not descended to us. [It is right to correct an error, in the pre- 
ceding edition, which has been committed on the authority of 
Ducarel. That Antiquary supposed the tower and spire to have 
been built by the generosity of one Nicholas, an ENouaBMAH." 
Mons. Idcquet has, I think, reclaimed the true author of such 
muniGcence, as his eien countryman. — Nicolas Lanqloib -, — 
whose name thus occurs in his epitaph, preserved by Bourgue- 
viUe. 

Le f^endraU, detiaal tout droki 

La SainI Qer que le tempi n'ett fruit, 

Tre^aua Nicolle L'anglois, 

L'an Mil Troit Ceni el Dia SeptJ] 
&c. &c. 
Reverting, to old Bocbgceville, I cannot take leave of him 
without expressing my hearty thanks for the amusement and in- 
formation which his unostentatious octavo volume — entitled Le§ 
ReehercAet el Antiqvitte de la Fille el Unieernii de Caen, t(e. (Ji 
Caen, 1588, 8vo.) has afforded me. 

The author, who tells as he was bom ui 1504, lived through 
the most critical and not unpeiilous period of the times in whicli 
he wrote. His plan is perfectly artless, and his style as com- 
pletely simple. Nor does his fidelity appear impeachable. Such 
ancient volumes of topography are invaluable — as preserving the 
memory of things and of objects, which, but for such record, 
had perished without the hope or chance of recovery. 
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ciatn compels one to admit that the body of the church 
is defective in fine taste and unity of parts. The style 
is not only florid Gothic, but it is luxuriant, even to 
rankness, if I may so speak. The parts are capri- 
ciously put together : filled, and eren crammed, with 
ornaments of apparently all ages : concluding with the 
Gredan mixture introduced in the reign of Francis I. 
The buttresses are, however, generally, lofty and airy. 
In the midst of this complicated and corrupt style of 
architecture, the tower and spire rise like a structure 
built by preternatural hands ; and I am not sure that, 
at this moment, I can recollect any thing of equal 
beauty and efi*ect in the whole range of ecclesiastical 
edifices in our own country. Look at this biulding, 
from any part of the town, and you must acknowledge 
that it has the strongest claims to unqualified admira- 
tion.* The body of the church is of very considerable 
dimensions. I entered it on a Sunday morning, about 
eleven o'clock, and found it quite filled with a large 
congregation, in which the cauchoite, as usual, ap- 
peared like a broad white mass — ^firom one end to the 
other. The priests were in procession. One of the 
most magtuficent organs ima^abte was in full intona- 



* [Ten yean have elapsed aince thii aentence was written, and 
the experience gained in thoae years only codStius the truth 
(according to the conception of the author) of the above asser- 
tion. Such a tower and spire, if found in England, mutt be 
looked for in Salisbury Cathedral j but though this latter be 
much loftier, it is stiff, cold, and formal, comparatively with that 
of which the text makes mention.] 
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tion, with every stop opened ; the voices of the congre- 
gation were lustily exercised ; and the ofBces of reli- 
gion were carried on in a manner which would seem to 
indicate a warm sense of devotion among the worahip- 
pevB. There is a tolerably good set of modem paint- 
ings (the best which I have yet seen in the interior of 
a church) of the Life of Christ, in the side chapels. 
The eastern extremity, or the further end of Our 
Lady's Chapel, is horribly bedaubed and over-loaded 
with the most tasteless specimens of what is called 
Gothic art, perhaps ever witnessed ! The great bell of 
this church, which has an uncommonly deep and fine 
tone, is for ever 

Swinging, slow with solemn roar \ 
that is to say : — it is tolling from five in the morning 
till ten at night ; so incessantly, in one side-chapel or 
another, are these offices carried on within this mater- 
nal parish church.* 

I saw, with momentary astonishment, the leaning 
tower of a church in the Rue St. Jean,^ which is one 
of the principal streets in the town : and which is ter- 
minated by the Place des Cazemes, flanked by the 
river Ome. In this street I was asked, by a book- 
seller, two pounds two shillings, for a thumbed and 

* [For Ax. months in the year — that is to say, from Lady Day 
till Michaelmas Day — this great Bell tolls, at a quarter before 
ten, as a curfew.] 

t Aplateofit may be foand in the publication of Mr. Dawaon 
Turner, and of Hr. Cotmiui. 
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cropt copy of the Elxevtr-Heintitu Horace of 1639 ; 
but with which demand I did not of course comply. 
In tact, they have the most extravagant notions of the 
prices of Elzevirs, both here and at Rouen. 

You must now attend me to the most interesting 
public building, perhaps all things considered, which 
is to be seen at Caen. I mean, the Abbey of the Holy 
Tnnity, or L'Abbaye aux Dames.* This abbey was 
founded by the wife of the Conqueror, about the same 
time that William erected that of St. Stephen. Du- 
carel's description of it, which I have just seen in a 
copy of the Anglo-Norman Antiquitieg, in a book- 
seller's shop, is sufficiently meagre. His plates are 
aUo sufficiently miserable : but things are strangely 
altered since his time. The nave of the church is 
occupied by a manufactory for making cordage, or 
twine; and upwards of a hundred lads are now busied 
in their flaxen occupations, where formerly the nun 
knelt before the cross, or was occupied in auricular 
confession. The entrance at the western extremity is 
entirely stopped up : but the exterior gives manifest 
proof of an antiquity equal to that of the Abbey of St. 
Stephen. The upper part of the towers arc palpably 
of the fifteenth, or rather of the early part of the six- 

■ Of this building Mr. Cotman lias published the West front, 
east end, exterior and inleriori great arches under the tower; 
crypt ; east side of south transept ; elcTation of the North side 
of the choir; eleration of the window; South side exterior; 
view down the nave, N. W. direction. 
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teenth century. I had no opportunity of judging of 
the neat pavement of the floor of the nare, in white 
and black marble, aB noticed by Ducarel, on account 
of the occupation of thb part of the building by the 
jnanufacturing children j but I saw some very ancient 
tomb-stones (one I think of the twelfth century) which 
had been removed from the nave or side usies, and 
were placed against the sides of the north transept. 
The nave is entirely wailed up from the transepts, 
but the choir is fortunately preserved ; and a more 
perfect and interesting specimen of its kind, of the 
aune antiquity, is perhaps no where to be seen in Nor- 
mandy. All the monuments as well as the altars, 
described by Ducarel, are now taken away. Having 
ascended a stone staircase, we got into the upper part 
of the choir, above the first row of pillars — and walked 
along the wall. This was rather adventurous, you 
will say : but a more adventurous spirit of curiosity 
had nearly proved fatal to me : for, on quitting day- 
light, we pursued a winding stone sturcase, in our way 
to the central tower — to enjoy from hence a view of 
the town. I almost tremble as I relate it. There 
had been put up a sort of temporary wooden staircase, 
leading absolutely to . . . nothing : or, rather, to a dork 
void space. I happened to be foremost in ascending, 
yet groping in the dark — with the guide luckily close 
behind me. Having reached the topmost step, I was 
raimng my foot to a supposed higher or succeeding 
step . . . but there was nong, A depth of eighteen feet 
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at least was belov me. The guide caught my coat, aa 
I was about to lose my balance — and roared out " Ar- 
rStez — t^ez !" The least balance or inclination, one 
way or the other, is sufficient, upon these critical occa- 
sions: when luckily, from bis catching my coat, and 
pulling me in consequence slightly backwards, my fall 
. . and my ltfe . . were equally saved ! I have reason 
from henceforth to remember the Abbaye aux Dambs 
at Caen. 

I gained the top of the central tower, which is not of 
equal altitude with those of the western extremity, and 
from tlience surveyed the town, as weD as the drizzling 
rain would permit. I saw enough however to convince 
me that the site of this abbey is fine and commanding. 
Indeed it stands nearly upon the highest ground in the 
town. Ducarel had not the glorious ambition to mount 
to the top of the tower ; nor did be even possess that 
most commendable of all species of architectural cu- 
riosity, a wish to visit the ckypt. Thus, in either 
extremity — ^I evinced a more laudable spirit of enter- 
prise than did my old-fiuhioned predecessor. Accord- 
ingly, from the summit, you must accompany me to the 
lowest depth of the building. I descended by the 
same (somewhat intricate) route, and I took especial 
care to avoid all " temporary wooden stair-cases." The 
crypt, beneath the chou-, is perhaps of yet greater 
interest and beauty than the choir itself. Within an 
old, very old, stone coffin— at the fiirther circular end 
— are the pulverized rem^Uis of one of the earliest 

VOL. I. N 
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Abbesses.* I gazed arouad with mixed senBationa of 

veneration and awe, and threw myself back into centu-> 
ries past, fascying that the shrouded figure of Ma- 
tilda herself glided hy, with a look aa if to approve of 
my antiquarian enthusiasm ! Having gratified my cu- 
riosity by a careftd survey' of this subterraneous abode, 
I renKted the re^ona of day-light, and made towarda 
tiie large buikUng, now a manufaotory, which in Dun 
carel's time bad been a nunnery. The revolution haa 
swept away evei? human being in the character of a 
Bua ; biirt die duector of the manufactory ^ew«d me, 
with great civility, some velics of old crosBes, rii^«, 
veils, lachpymatoriei^ &c. which had been taken fi:om 
the crypt I had recently visited. These relics savoured 
efconud^able antiqmty. Tom Heame would have 
set about proving that they must have belonged to 
Matilda herself; but I will have neither the presutap^ 
tioB noi the merit of attempting this proof. They 
seemed indeed to have undergone half a dozen decot»^ 
portions. Upon the' whole, if our Antiquariaa So- 
ciety, after having exhausted the cathedrals of their 
own country, should ever think of perpetuating tiie 

" BourgUjeville deecribeB the havoc which took place within 
this abbey at the memorable visit of the ColvinUts in 1562. Prom 
plondering' the church of St. Steph^i (as before described p. 173,> 
they pioce«d«<l to coiiiqiit eimilar nuvages here i-^-" ubb anoijF 
respect ni rauerence ii la Dame Abbesse, ni & la religion et dou.- 
ceuT feminine dee Dunes Religieiuee." — " pluueura des officicn 
de la mtueoD s'y trouuerent, veans de gnicieuses penuaaiona, 
poiirpeD8erflechailecceurdeceBplaequebnitaux}"p. 174, 
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principal ecclesiasUcal edifices of Nomuudy, by meftae 
of the Art qf Engraving, let them begin their labours 
with the Abbayb aux Dames at Caen. 

The foregoing, my dear friend, are the prt»(»pal 
ecdeaiasdcal buildings in this place. There are other 
public edifices, but comparatdrely of a modem date. 
And yet I should be guilty of a gross omisraoB were I 
to neglect giving you an account, however superfidal, 
of the remains of an apparently castellated builp- 
IMG, a little beyond the Abbaye aux Dames — or rather 
to the r^ht, upon elevated ground, as you enter thet 
town by the way we came. As far aa I can discover, 
this appears to have escaped Ducarel.* it is doubt- 
less a very curious relic. Running aloag the ixpfet 
part of the walls, there is a series of basso^^lievo 
heads, medaltion-vrise, cut in stone, evidently intended 
for portraits. They are assuredly not older than the 
r<ngn of Francis I. and may be even as late as that of 

■ Unless it be wbat he caUa " the fort of thk Holt Tbinitt 
of Caen; in which was conatantly kept a garrisoo. commanded 
by a ci^tain, whose annual pay (vas 100 sinj^le crowns, Thia waa 
demolished b; Charles, king of NaTarre, ia the year 1360, duriag 
the war which he carried on agaiast Charles the Dauphin, after- 
wards Charles V., &c." Anglo-Norman Antiqvitiei, f. 6?. Tbia 
castle, or the bmlding once flanked by the walla above described, 
was twice taken by the English ; once in 1346, when they made 
aa immense booty, and loaded their ships with the gold and silver 
vessels found tb»dn i and the second time in 1417, when they 
eslahliehed IhemselTes aa masters of the place for 33 years. 
■edu Calvadot; I80M i p. 63. 
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Heory n. Among these nide medaUions, is a fieroale ' 
head, with a ferocious-looking man on each side of it, 
either saluting the woman, oi whispering in her ear. 
But the most striking objects are the stone figures of 
two men, upon a circular tower, of which one is in the 
act of shooting an arrow, and the other as if holding a 
drawn sword. I got admittance within the building ; 
and ascending the tower, found that these were only 
the trtatlet of figures, — and removable at pleasure. I 
cavid only stroke their beards and skake their bodies - 
a little, which was of course done with impunity. 
'Whether the present be the original place of their 
destination may be very doubtful. The Abbe de la 
Rue, with whom I discoursed upon the subject yes- 
terday morning, is of opinion that these figures are of 
the time of Louis XI. : which makes them a litde 
more andent than the other ornaments of the bmld- 
ing. As to the interior, I could gather nothing with - 
certunty of the ori^nal character of the place from 
the present remfuns. Tbe earth- is piled up, here and 
there, in artificial mounds covered with grass : and an 
orchard, and rich pasture land (where I saw several 
women milking cows) form the whole of the interior 
scenery. * However the Caermoia are rather proud of 
this building. 

Leaving you to your own conclusions respecting 
the date of its erection, and " putting the colophon" 
to this disquisition respecting the principal public 
buildings at Caen, it is high time to assure you bow 
faithfully I am always yours. 
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tLiterary society. abb£ its i;,A rue. hsssrs. pisrre- 

AIm£ lair and LAHOUROUX. UEDAL of MALHSHHe. 
BOOKSELLERS. HEHOIR OF THE LATE H. HOT8ANT, 
PUBLIC LIBRARIAN. COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

From the dead let me conduct you to the liring. In 
-other words, jK'epare to receive some account <^ So- 
ciety, — and of things appertaimng to the formation of 
the uitellectual character. Caen can boast of a pubtic 
Literary Society, and of the publication of its memoirs,* 
But these " memoirs" consist at present of only six 
volumes, and are in our own country extremely rare. 

Among the men whose moral chstacter and literary 
reputation throw a sort of lustre upon Caen, there ie 
no one perhaps that stands upon quite so lofty an emi- 
n^ice as the Abb£ oe la Rub ; at this time occupied 

* Mimoiret 4e PAeademie det Bellet Leilret de Caen. Cket 
Jaeque$ Manovry, 1767, 4 ooi*- crown Suo. Btgtpori g^n^mie tur 
let tracaux de PAeademie da Sctentee, ArU, et Bellei Letiret de 
la ville de Caen, jvigi/au premier Janvier, IBll. Par P.F. T. 
Delariviere, Secretaire. A Caen, chez Chalojun. An. 1811 — 16. 
If vols, on different paper, with different typet, tuid proTolunglr 
of a larger form than its precnrtor. 
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in pubHshing a History of Caen.* Aa an archteolo- 
^t^ he has no superior among his countrymen ; while 
his essays upon the Bayeux Tapestry and the Anglo- 
Norman Poeta, published in our Archaologia, prove 
that there are few, even among ourselves, vho could 
have treated those interesting subjects with more dex> 
terity or better success. The Abbe is, in short, the 
great archseological oracle of Normandy. He was 
pleased to pay me a visit at Lagouelle's. He is &st 
advandng towards his seventieth year. His figure is 
rather stout, and above the mean height: his com- 
plexion is healthful, his eye brilliant, and _a plentifiil 
quantity of waving white hair adds much to the ex- 
pression of his counteQBace.'t' He enquired kindly 
after our mutual friend Mr. Douce ; of whose talents 
and character he spoke in a manner which did equal 
honour to both. But he was inexorable, as to — not 

* [On conBultuig the Addenda of the preceding edition, it will 
be seen that this work appeared in the yew 1820, under the title 
ef Etitdt HUtoriqiies tio' la filk 4e Caen el tan Arondiitement, in 
3 (null oetsTo Tolnnea. With the exception of two or three in- 
dtfferejit plates of relics of Bcnlpture, and of titles with armoiial 
bearing, this work is entirely diveeted of ornament. There are 
some usefnl historical detailg in it, taken from tlie examination of 
lecordi and the public aicluTes ; but a Histort of Caem is yet 
a dedderatum.] 

t [By the favour of our common friend Mr. Douce, I have ob- 
tained pennission to enrich tliese pi^es with the poktrait of this 
diitingoislied Archseologist, from an original Drawing in the poo- 
seuion of the same fnend. See the Opposite Plate.] 
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dining with me ; oboerraig that hia Order vaa forbid- 
den to dine in taverns. He gav« me a list of places 
which I ought to visit in my further progress through 
Normandy, and took leave of me more abruptly than 
I could have wished. He rarely visits Caen, although 
a great portion of his library is kept there : his abode 
being chiefly in the country, at the reddence of a noble- 
man to whose son he was tutor. It is delightful to see 
a man, of his venerable aspect and widely extended 
reputation, enjoying, in the evening of hfe, (after bravi- 
ing such a tempest, in the noon-day of it, as that of 
the Revolution) the calm, unimpaired ^>o8Besnon of hi6 
&cid^e, and the respect of the virtuous and the wise. 
The study of Natural Hutoty obtains pretty gene- 
rally at Caen ; indeed they have an Academy in which 
this branch of learning is expressly taught — and of 
which Monsieur Lamourocx* is at once the chief 
ornament and instructor. This gentleman (to whom 
our fnend Mr. Dawson Turner furnished me with s 
letter of introduction) has the most unaffected manners, 

* He liaa recently (1816) publuhed an octavo Tolume entitled 
" ffiitohv det Polgplert, Coralliginei FUmblet, vulgairement 
itonuaA Zoophyte*. Par J. V. F. Lamownma. FVom one of hIa 
Epistles, I Bubjoio a foc-umile of Ub autogn^h. 
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and a countenance particularly open and winning. He 
ia "a very dragon" in his pursuit. On my second call, 
.1 found him busied in unpacking some baskets of sea- 
weed, yet reeking with the briny moisture ; and which 
he handled and separated and classed with equal ea- 
gerness and &cility. The library of M. Lamouroux 
is quite a worktnan-like library : filled with sensible, 
solid, and instructive books — and if he had only'ac- 
cepted a repeated and strongly-pressed invitation to 
dine with me at LagoueUe's, to meet his learned bro- 
tiier Fisrbe-Aih£ Lair, nothing would have been 
wanting to the completion of his character ! 

You have just heard the name of Pierre-Aime L(d^. 
Prepare to receive a sketch of the character to which 
diat name appertains. This gentleman is not only the 
Bfe and soul of the society — but of the very town-^in 
which he moves. I walked with him, arm in arm, 
more than once, through very many streets, passages, 
and courts, which were distinguished for any rdic (^ 
architectural antiquity. He was recognised and saluted 
by nearly one person out of three, in our progress. " Je 
V0U8 salue" — " voua voila avec Monsieur I'Anglois" — 
" bon jour," — " comment ca va-t-i! :" — The activity of 
Pierre-Aime Lair is only equalled by his goodness of 
heart and friendliness of disposition. He is all kind- 
ness. CaQ when you will, and ask for what you please, 
the object solicited is sure to be granted. He never - 
seems to rise (and be is a very early riser) with spleen, 
ill-hmnour, or untoward propensities. With htm, the 
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sun Beems always to shine, and the lark to tune her 
carol. And this cheerftilness of feeling is carried by 
him into every abode however gloomy, and every 
society however dull. 

' But more substantial praise belongs to this amiable 
man. Not only is Pierre- Aime Lur a lover and col- 
lector of tangible antiquities — such as glazed tiles, 
broken busts, old pictures, and fractured capitals — all 
seen in " long array" up the vrindings of his atalrcage — 
but he is a critic, and a patron of the literary antiqui- 
ties of his country. Caen (as I told you in my last 
despatch) is the birth-place of Malherbe; and, in the 
character now under discussion, it has found a perpe- 
tuator of the name and merits of the father of French 
verse. Iii the year 1806 our worthy antiquary put 
forth a project for a general subscription "for a medal 
in honour of MalAerbe"* which project was in due 
time rewarded by the names o(^0ieen Atowft-tftJefficient 
subscribers, at five francs a piece. The proposal was 
doubtless flattering to the literary pride of the French ; 
and luckily the execution of it surpassed the expecta- 
tions of the subscribers. The head is undoubtedly of 

* The medallic project here alluded to is one wluch does both 
the projector, and the arts of France, infinite honour ; and I ain- 
cerely wish that Bome second Simon may rise up among onraelvee 
to emulate, and if posgible to inrpua, the performuicea of Gap- 
TKAOX and Aodribu. The former is the artist to whom we are 
indebted for the medal of Malherbe, and the btter for the aeries 
of the Bonaparte medals. [Haa m; &iend Mr. Hawkins, of the 
Husemn, abandoned all thoughts of his magnificent project con- 
nected with Buch a national work?] 
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the most perfect execolJon. Not only, howerer, did 
thU head of Mallierbe succeed — but a feeling was ex- 
pressed that it might be followed up by a iSeries ef 
Heads of the most illustrious, of both sexes, in lit^a- 
ture and the fine arts. The very hint was enough for 
Xaax : though I am not sure whether he be not the 
father of the latter design also. Accordingly, there 
has appeared, periodically, a set of heads of tliis de- 
scription, in bronze or other metal, as the purchaser 
pleases — which has reflected infinite credit not only 
on the name of the projector of this scheme, but on 
Uie present state of the fine arts in France. 

Yet another word about Pierre-Aim^ Lair. He is 
not so inexorable as M. Lamouroux : lor he has dined 
with me, and quafled the burgundy and champagne 
of Lagouelle, commander in chief of this house. Better 
wines cannot be qua^d ; and Malherbe and the Duke 
of Wellington formed the alternate subjects of dis- 
course and priuse. In return, I have dined with our 
guest. He had prepared an abundant dinner, and a 
very select society : but although there was no wand, 
as in the case of Sancho Fanza, to charm away the 
dishes, &c. or to interdict the tasting of them, yet it 
was scarcely pos^ble to partake of one in fi>u^ . . so 
unmercifully were they steeped and buried in htOter I 
The principal topic of discourse, were the merits of the 
poets of the respective countries of France and Eng- 
land, from which I have reason to think that Pope, 
Thomson, and Young, are among the greatest &vou- 
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rites with the French. The white brandy of Fierre- 
Aime L^r, introduced after dinner, is hardly to be 
described for its strength and pungency. " VoUs 
n'avez rien comme ca chez vous ?" " Je le crois bien, (I 
replied) c'est la hqu€faction mSme du feu." We broke 
up before eight ; each retiring to his respective avoca- 
tions — but did not dine til] five. I borrowed, howev^', 
" an hour or twain" of the evening, after the departure 
of the company, to enjoy the more particular conver- 
satJon of our host ; and the more I saw and conversed 
with him, the greater was my gratification. At part- 
ing, he loaded me with a pile of pamphlets, of all sizes, 
of his own publication ; and I ventured to predict to 
him that he would terminate his mullifkrious labouia 
by settling into consolidated Bibliomantacish- " On 
pent faire pire !"-"was hia reply — on shaking hands 
with me, and telling me he should certunly meet me 
agun at Bayeax, in my progress through Normandy,* 
My acquaintance with this amiable man seemed to be 
my security from inaidts in the streets. 

Education here commences early, and with incite- 
ments as alluring as at Rouen. Poisson in the &ie 
Froide is the principal, and indeed a very excellent 
printer; hut Bonneserre, in the same street, has 
put forth a vastly pretty manual of in&ntine devotion, 
in a brochure of eight pages, of which t send you the 
first, and which you may compare with the specimen 
transmitted in a former ietter.f 

■ Seepoit — under the runiuii); title Bayeux. 
t See page 172 ante. 
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Chapolin, in the Rue-Froide-Rue, has recently pub- 
lished a most curious little manual, in the cursive secre- 
tary gothic, entitled " La Civility honnite pour les en- 
fans qui comiaence par la maniere (Tapprendre et bien 
lire, prononcer et Scrire." I call it " curious," because 
the very first initial letter of the text, representing C, 
introduces us to the bizarrerie of the early part of the 
xvith century in treatises of a similar character. Take 
this first letter, with a specimen also of those to which 
it. appertains, 

€'«? ^i 

I*"- r** 

Be- >lf- 

This work is full of the old iashioned (and not a bit 
the worse on that account) precepts of the same period; 
such as we see in the various versions of the "lie 
Moribus Juvenum," of which the " Contenance de la 
Table," in the French language, is probably the most 
popular. It is executed throughout in the same small 
and smudged gothic character ; and, as I conceive, can 
have few purchasers. The printers of Caen must not 
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be dismiflaed without respectfiil mention of the typo- 
graphical talenta of Le Koy ; who ranks after PoiBBon. 
Let both these be considered as the Buhner and Bens- 
ley of the place, 

But among these venders of in&ntine hterature, or 
of cheap popular jueces, there is no man who " drives 
Buch a trade" as Picabd-Guerin, Imprnaeur e» taHie- 
douce et Fabrie€mt ^Images," who hves in the Rue ie$ 
TeaUurien, n*. 175. I paid him more than one visit ; - 
as, from his "fabrication," issue the thousands and 
tens of thousands of broadndes, chap~books, &c. &c. 
which inundate Lower Normandy. You give irom 
one to three sous, according as the subject be simple 
or compound, upon wood or upon copper : — S^nts, 
martyrs, and scriptural subjects ; or heroes, chieftains, 
and monarcbs, including the Duke of Wellington and 
I^uis XVIII. le Desire — are among the taill&-douces 
specified in the imprints. Madame did me the honour 
of shewing me some of her choicest treasures, as her 
husband was from home. Up stturs was a parcel of 
mirthful boys and ^Is, with painting brushes in their 
hands, and saucers of various colours before them. 
Upon enquiry, I found that they received four soi^ per 
dozen, for colouring ; but I will not take upon me to 
say that they were over or under paid — of so e^u^ 
aocal a character were thf»r performances. Only I 
hoped to be excused if I preferred the plain to the 
coloured. In a foreign country, our notice is attracted 
towards thmgs perhaps the most mean and minute. 
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With this feeling, I examined carefully what was put 
before me, and made a Belection sufficient to shew that 
it was the produce of French soil. Among the serious 
aubjects were two to which I pud particular attention. 
The one was a metrical cantique of the Prodigai Son, 
with six wood cuts above the text, exhibiting the lead- 
ing points of the Gospel-narratire. I will cut out and 
send you the second of these six : in which you will 
clearly perceive the miUtary turn which seems to pre- 
TEul throughout France in things the most minute. 
The Prodigal is about to mount his horse and leave his 
father's house, in the cloke and cock'd hat of a French 
<^cer. 



The fourth of these cats is droll enough. It is enti- 
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tied, "V Enfant Prodigae eat chassS par tet mai- 
treases." The expulsion consists in the women driv- 
ing him out of doors with besoms and hair-brooms. It 
is very probable, however, that all this character of 
absurdity attaches to some of our own representations 
of the same subject; if, instead of examining (as in 
Pope's time) 

.... the walls of Bedlam and Soho, 

we take a surrey of the graphic broadtddes which 
dangle from strings upon the wall at Hyde Part 
Comer. 

Another subject of a serious character, which I am 
about to describe to you, can rarely, in all probability, 
be the production of a London artist. It is called 
" Notre-Dame de la bonne D6livrande" and is neces- 
sarily confined to the religion of the country. You 
have here, first of all, a reduced form of the original : 
probably about one-third — and it is the more appro- 
priate, as it will serve to give you a very correct notion 
of the dressing out of the figures of the Virqin and 
Child which are meant to grace the altars of the 
chapels of the Virgin in most of the churches in Nor- 
mandy. Is it posdble that one spark of devotion can 
be kindled by the contemplation of an object so gro- 
tesque and so absurd in the House of God? 
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To describe all the trumpery vhich is immediately 
around it, in the original, would be a waste of time ; 
but below are two good figures to the right, and two 
wretched ones to the left. Beneath the whole, is the 
following accredited consoling piece of intelligence : 

L'an 830, det Barbarei deieendent dan* lei Gaulet, maitacrent 
let fldileg, pro/aaeat el btHlent lee EglUeM. Raoul, Due de Nor- 
maadie, le joint h etia ; Nma^e de la Ste. Fierge demeure enie- 
velie too* let ruinei de I'ancienne ehapdle jutqu'au r^gne de 
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Henri I. Pan 1331. Beaudoui^, Baron de DtMiere; aitertipar ton 
herger qu'vn moulon de ion trotqieau fouiHait loiijouri dam le 
mtme endroil. Jit ounrir la terre, et Irouva ce tr^ior cacM depuU 
tanl d'aan^ei. II Jit porter proceiaonhellement cette *ainte image 
dan* I'EgliMe de Dfnmrei .- vudt Dieu permit qu'elle fiit trant- 
port^epar un Ange dam Pendroit de la chapelle oil eUe ett mainte- 
nant rAi&^e. C'eil dam eette che^ette que, par Pinlercemon de 
Marie, les p^cheurt regoivent ievr convertion, lei affiig^t levr con- 
toialion, lei injirmei la laat^, let c^t\ft leur delivrance, que ceux 
qui lont en mer ^happetU aiw ten^etei et au nau/rage, et que de* 
miraclei I'epirent Joumellement tur let pieuw Mdilea. 

A word now for Bibliofolists — including Bougui- 
mates, or venders of " old and second-hand books." 
The very morning following my arrival in Caen, I 
walked to the abbey of St. Stephen, before breakfast, 
and in the way thither stopped at a book stall, to the 
right, — and purchased some black letter fohos : among 
which the French version of Ctetar'a Comtaentaries, 
printed by Verard> in I4SS, was the most desirable 
acquisition. It is reserved for Lord Spencer's library ;* 
at a price which, freight and duty included, cannot 
teach the sum of twelve shillings of our money. Of 
venders of second hand and otd books, the elder and 
younger Manouby take a decisive lead. The former 
lives in the Ktte Froide ; the latter in the Rue Notre 
Dame. The father boasts of having upwards of thirty 
thousand volumes, but I much doubt whether his stock 
amount to one half of that number. He unhesitatingly 

* It la described in the 2d vol. of the jEdbb Althorfiana ; 
forminjc the Supplement to the Bibi:.iothbca Sfbnokkiana : see 
page 94. 
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asked me two lotiis d'or for a copy of the Vaudevtrea 
of Olitier Basselin, which is a modern, but privately 
printed, volume ; and of which I hope to give you 
some amusing particulars by and by. He also told 
me that he had formerly sold a paper copy of Fusfs 
Bible of 146^ with many of the illuminated imtials cut 
OV&, to the library of the Ars^ial, at Paris, for 100 
louis d'or. I only know that, if I had been hbraiian, 
he should not have had one half the money. 

Now for Manoury the younger. Old and young 
are comparadve terms : for be it known that the son is 
" age de soixante fuis." Over his door you read an 
ancient inscription, thus : 

" Battu, percS, lU, Je veux changer de main." 

This implies either (like Aladdin's old lamps for new) 
that he wishes to give new books in exchange for old 
ones, or that he can smarten up old ones by binding, 
or otherwise, and ^ve them a renovated appearance. 
But the solution is immaterial : the inscription being 
as above. The interior of the younger Manoury's 
book repository almost appalled me. His front shop, 
and a corridor communicating with the back part of 
the hotiee, are rank with moisture ; and his books are 
consequently rotting apace. Upon my making as 
pitiable a statement as I was able of this melancholy 
state of things — and pleading with all my energies 
against the inevitable destruction which threatened the 
btai boall^— the obdurate bibliopolist displayed not 
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one scintillation of sympathy. He was absolutely in- 
different to' the whole concern. In the back parlour, 
almost impervious to day-light, his daughter, and a 
stout and handsome bourgeoise, with rather an unu- 
sually elevated cauchoise, were regaling themselves 
with soup and herbs at dinner, I hurried through, in 
my way to the upper regions, with apologies for the 
intrusion ; but was told that none were necessary — 
that I might go where, and stay as long, as I pleased — 
and that any explanation would be given to my inter- 
rogatories in the way of business. I expressetl my 
obligations for such civility ; and g^ning an upper 
room, by the help of a chair, made a survey of its 
contents. What piles of interminable rubbish ! I se- 
lected, as the only rational or desirable volume— half 
rotted with moisture — Belon's Marine Fishes, 1551, 
4to ; and placing six francs (the price demanded) upon 
the table, hurried back, through this sable and dismal 
territory, with a sort of precipitancy amountuig to 
horrour. What struck me, as productive of a very 
extraordinary effect — was the cheerfulness and gaieU 
de ccBvr of these females, in the midst of this region of 
darkness and desolation. Manoury told me that the 
Revolution had deprived him of the opportunity of 
having the finest bookselling stock in France ! His 
own carelessness and utter apathy are likely to prove 
yet more destructive enemies. 

But let us touch a more " spirit-stirring" chord in the 
book theme. Let us leave the Bouquiniste for the 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY : and I invite you most esmestly to 
accompany me thither, and to hear matters of especial 
import. This hbrary occupies the upper part of a fine 
large stone building, devoted to the public offices of 
government. The plan of the library is exceedingly 
striking ; in the shape of a cross. It measures one 
hundred and thirty-four, by eighty, French feet ; and 
is supposed, apparently vrith justice, to contain ^,000 
volumes. It is proportionably wide and lofty. M. Hu- 
bert is the present chief librarian, having succeeded 
the late M. Moysant, his uncle. Among the more 
eminent benefactors and Bibliomaniacs, attached to 
this library, the name of Francois Martin is singu- 
larly conspicuous. He was, from all accounts, and 
especially from the information of M. Hubert, one of 
the most raring of book-madmen : but he displayed, 
withal, a spirit of kindness and liberality towards his 
favourite establishment at Caen, which could not he 
easUy shaken or subdued. He was also a man of let- 
ters, and evinced that most commendable of all literary 
propensities — a love of the Literature of his Coun- 
TBT. He amassed a very large collection of books, 
which was cruelly pillaged during the Revolution ; but 
the public library became possessed of a great number 
of them. In those volumes, formerly belonging to 
him, which are now seen, is the following printed in- 
scription : " Franciscus Martin, Doctor Theologua 
Parisiensis, comparavit. Oretur pro eo." He was 
head of the convent of Cordeliers, and Prefect of the 
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Province : but his mode of collecting was not always 
that which a public ma^etrate would call legitimate. 
He sought books every where ; and when he could not 
buff them, or obtain them by fiiir means, he would steal 
them, and carry them home in the sleeves of his gown ! 
Me flourished about a century ago ; and, with very few 
exceptions, alt the best conditioned books in the library 
belonged to this magisterial book-robber. Among 
them I noted down with siuguUr satiafiiction the AldJne 
edition of Stephanus de Urbibtu, 1502, folio — in its 
old vellum binding : seemly to the eye, and comfort- 
able to the touch. Nor did his copy of the Reperta- 
rium Statutomm Ordinis Carlusiensts, printed by 
Amerbach, at Batii, in a glorious gotbic character, 
1510, folio, escape my especial notice — also the same 
Bibliomaniac's beautiful copy of the Mentz Herbal, of 
14^in4{o. 

But the obliquities of Martin assume a less question- 
able aspect, when we contemplate a noble work, wbicb 
he not only projected, but left behind ready for publi- 
cation. It is thus entitled : Athente Normatatorum 
veteres ae reeentea, seu syllabtu Auctorum qui oriundi 
i Normtmnia, ^. It consists of one volume, in MS., 
having the authority of government, to publish il^ pre- 
fixed. There is a short Latin preface, by Martin, 
followed by two pages of Latin verses beginning thus: 
Ih Auctorum Normanmcorum SyUabum. 
Proluaio metrica. 
En Syllabus prodit paldm 
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Contextas arte sedula 
Ex Utteratte Neustriee 
Auctoribua celebribus. 
&c. &c. 

Among the men, the memories of whom throw a 
lustre upon Caen,* was the famous Samuel Bochart; 
at once a botanist, a scholar, and a cridc of distin- 
guished celehrity. He was a native of Rouen, and his 
hooks (many of them replete with valuable ms. notes) 
are among the chief treasures of the public library, 
here. Indeed there is a distinct catalogue of them, 
and the funds left by their illustrious owner form the 
prindpal support of the library establishment. Bo- 
chart's portrait, with those of many other benefactors 
to the library, adorns the walls -, suspended above the 
books: afibrding a very agreeable coup-d'oeil. Indeed 
the principal division of the library, the further end of 
which commands a pleasant prospect, is worthy of an 
establishment belonging to the capital of an empire. 
The kindness of M. Hebert, and of his assistant, ren- 
dered my frequent sojouriungs therein yet more delec- 
table. The portriut of his uncle, M. Moysant, is 
among the ornaments of the chief room. Though 
Moysant was large of stature, his lungs were feeble, 

* Ooiibe, ID bis Hiiloke du DucM de Normandie, 1816, 8to. 
has devoted upwards of thirty pageB to an eunmeration of these 
worthies i vol. iii. p. 295. But in Hueft Originet de ta Ville de 
Caen; p. 491-6S2, there will b< found much more copious and 
satisfactory details. 
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and bis constitution was delicate. At the mge of 
nineteen, he was appointed professor of grammar and 
rhetoric in the college of Lineux. He then went 
to Patis, and studied under Beau and Batteox ; when, 
applying himself more particularly to the profession of 
physic, he returned to Caen, in his thirtieth year, and 
put on die cap of Doctor of medicine ; but he wanted 
either nerves or stamina for the successful exercise of 
his profession. He had cured a patient, after painful 
and laborious attention, of a very serious illness ; but his 
patient chose to take liberties too soon with his conva- 
lescent state. He was imprudent : had a relapse ; and 
was hurried to his gi'ave. Moysant took it seriously 
to heart, and gave up his business in precipitancy and 
disgust. In fact, he was of too sanguine and irritable 
a temperament for the display of that cool, cautious, 
and patient conduct, which it behoveth all young phy- 
sicians to adopt, ere they can possibly hope to attain 
the honours or the wealth of the Haifords and Matotu 
of the day ! Our Moysant returned to the study of his 
beloved belles-lettres. At that moment, luckily, the 
Society of the Jesuits was suppressed ; and he was 
called by the King, in 1763, to fill the chur of Rhe- 
toric in one of the finest establishments of that body 
at Caen. He afterwards successively became perpe- 
tual Secretary of the Academy of Sciences, and Vice- 
President of the Society of Agriculture. He was next 
dubbed by the University, Dean of the faculty of arts, 
and was selected to pronounce the pubUc oration upon 
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the marriage of the unfortunate Louis XVI. with 
Marie Antoinette. He was now a marked and distin- 
guished public character. The rituadon of Public 
Librarian was only wanting to render his reputation 
complete, and that he instantly obtiuned upon the death 
of his predecessor. With these occupations, he united 
that of instructing the English (who were always in the 
habit of visiting Caen,) in the French language ; and 
he obtained, in return, from some of his adult pupils, a 
pretty good notion of the laws and liberties of Old 
England. 

The Revolution now came on : when, like many of 
his respectable brethren, he hailed it at first as the 
harbinger of national reformation and prosperity. But 
he had soon reason to find that b^ had been deceived. 
However, in the fervour of the moment, and upon the 
suppression of the monastic and other public libraries, 
he received a very wide and unqualified comtnission to 
search all the libraries in the department of Calvados,. 
and to bring home to Caen all the treasures he might 
discover. He set forth upon this mission with truly 
public spirited ideas : resolving (says his nephew) to 
do for Normandy what Dugdale and Dodsworth had 
done for England — and a Monatticum Neuttriacum 
was the commendable object of his ambition. He pro- 
mised much, and perhaps did more than he promised. 
His curious collection (exclusively of the cart-loads of 
books which were sent to Caen) was shewn to his 
countrymen ; but the guillotine was now the order of 
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the day — when Moysant " reeolved to visit England, 
and submit to the English nobiUty the plan of his 
woA, as that nation always attached importance to the 
preservation of the monuments, or hterary materials, of 
the middle ages." — He knew (continues the nephew) 
how proud the English were of their descent from the 
Norman nobles, and it was only to put them in posses- 
ion of the means of preserving the unquestionable 
proofe of their origin. Moysant accordingly came over 
with his wife, and they were both quickly declared 
emigrants ; their return was interdicted ; and our 
bibliomaniac learnt, with heart-rending regret, that 
they had resolved upon the sale of the national pro- 
perty in France. He was therefore to Uve by his wits ; 
having spiritedly declined all offer of as^tance from 
the English government. In this dilemma he pub- 
lished a work entitled " BibUothigue des Ecnvains 
Frdn^ait, ou choix des meiUeurs morceaux en prose et 
en vers, extraits de leurs outrages,"— a collection, 
which was formed with judgment, and which was at- 
tended with complete success. The first edition was 
in four octavo volumes, in 1800 ; the second, in six 
volumes 1803 ; a third edition, i think, followed, with 
a pocket dictionary of the English and French lan- 
guages. It was during his stay amongst us that he 
was deservedly admitted a member of the Society of 
Antiquaries; but he returned to France in 180^ 
before the appearance of the second edition of his 
Bibiiothique ; when, hawk-like, soaring or saiUng in 
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suspense between the book-atmospheres of Paris and 
Caen, he settled within the latter place — and agun 
perched himself (at the united call of his townsmen) 
upon the chair destined for the Public LiBBAalAH I 
It was to give order, method, and freedom of access, 
to the enormous mass of books, which the dissolution 
of the monastic Ubraries had caused to be accumulated 
at Caen, that Moj^sant and his colleagues now devoted 
themselves with an assiduity as heroic as it was unio- 
termitting. But the health of our generalissimo, which 
had been impaired during his re^dence in England, 
began to give way beneath such a pressure of fatigue 
and anxiety. Yet it pleased Providence to prolong 
his Ufe till towards the close of the year 181S: when 
he had the satisfaction of viewing his folios, quartos, 
octavos, and duodecimos, arranged in regular succes- 
sion, and fur array ; when his work was honestly done } 
and when future visitors had only to stretch forth their 
hands and gather the fruit which he had placed within 
their reach. His death (we are told)* was gentle, and 
like unto sleep. Rehgion had consoled him in hia 
latter moments; and after having reposed upon its 
efficacy, he waited with perfect composure for the 
breathing of his last sighl Let the name of Moysamt 
be mentioned with the bibliomaniacal hoaoors which 
are doubtiess its due 1 . . 

From Librarians, revert we to books : to the books 

• I am furnUhed with the above particulars from a Notice His- 
lorique of Moyeaiit. 
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in the public library of Caen. The oldest printed 
volume contained in it, and which had been bound with 
a MS, oh the supposition of its being a manuscript 
also, 18 Numeister's impression of Aretinus de Bella ad- 
verms Gothoa, 1470, tblio; the first book from the 
press of the printer. I undeceived M. Hebert, who 
had supposed it to be a MS. The lettering is covered 
with horn, and tlie book is bound in boards ; " all 
proper." The oldest Latin Bible they possess, is of 
the date of 1485; but there ia preserved one volume 
of Sweynhejrm and Pannartz's impression of De Lyvds 
Commentary upon the Bible, of the date of 1471-S, 
which luckily contains the list of books printed by 
those printers in their memorable supplicatory letter to 
Pope Sixtus rV. The earliest Latin Classic appears 
to be the Juvenal of 1474, with the Commentary of 
Cald&rinus, printed at Rome ; unless a dateless impres- 
sion of Lucan, in the earliest type of Gering, with the 
verses placed at a considerable distance from each 
other, claim chronological precedence. There is also 
a Valerius Maximus of 1475, by Caesaris and Stol, but 
without their names. It is a large copy, soiled at the 
beginning. Of the same date is Gering's impression of 
the Legenda Sanctorum ; and among the f tEtecnccff I 
almost coveted a very elegant specimen of Jehan dtt 
Pr€s printing (with a device used by him never before 
seen by me,) of an edition of Im Vie des Peres, 1484, 
folio, in its original binding. I collected, from the 
written catalogue, that they bad only forty-five works 
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printed in the fifteenth century ; and of these, none 
were of Brst-rate quality. 

Among the MSS., I was much struck with the beau- 
tiful penmanship of a work, in three folio volwnes, of 
the middle of the sixteenth century, entitled ; Diver- 
titsemetis touckant le faict de la guerre, extraita des 
Uvres de Polybe, Frontin, Vegece, Cornaxxan, Ma- 
chiavel, et autres bons aulkeurs." It hae no illumina- 
tions, but the scription is beautiful. A Breviary of 
the Church Service of Liaieux, of the fifteenth cen- 
tury, has some pretty but common illuminations. It ts 
not however free from injury. Of more intrinsic worth 
is a MS. entitled Du Costentin, (a district not far from 
Caen,) with the followbg prefix in the hand-writing of 
Moysant. " Ces memoires sont de M. Toustaint de 
Billy, cure du Mesnil au-parc, qui avoit travaille toute 
aa ne a I'histdire du Cotentin. Us sont rares et m'ont 
ete accordea par M. Jourdan, Notaire, auquel ils ap- 
partenoient. Le p. (Fere) le Long et Mons. Tenet de 
fontette ne les ont pas connu. Moysantz." It is a small 
folio, in a neat hand-writing. Another MS., or rather 
a compound of ms. and printed leaves, of yet conside- 
rably more importance, in 3 folio volumes, is entitled 
Le Moreri des Normans, par Joseph Andrii Guiat de 
Rouen : on the reverse of the title, we read, "Supple- 
ment au Dictionnaire de Moreri pour ce qui conceme 
la province de Normandie, et sea illuatres." A short 
preface follows ; then an ode " aux Grands Hommes 
de Normandie." It is executed in the manner of a 
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dicUonary, ninnuig in alphabetical order. The first 
volume extends to the letter I, and is iilustrated with 
ecraps from newspapers, and a few portraits. It is 
written pretty fully in double columns. The portrait 
and biography of Bouxard form an admirable specimen 
of biographical literary memoirs. The second volume 
goes to Z. The third volume is entitled " Les trot* 
SUcles paUnodigues, ou Histoire GSaSrale dea Paiinodt 
de Rnuen, Dieppe, Sfc,—hy the same hand, with an 
. equal quantity of matter. It is right that such labours 
should be noticed, for the sake of all future BLiss-like 
editors of provincial literature. There is another simi- 
lar work, in 2 folio ms. volumes, relating to C&utanee. 
Before we again touch upon printed books, but of a 
later period, it may be right to inform you that the 
treasures of this Library suffered materially from the 
commotions of the Calvinists. Those hot-headed in- 
terpreters of scripture destroyed every thing in &e 
shape of ornament or elegance attached to book-covers ; 
and piles of volumes, however sacred, or unexception- 
able on the score of good morals, were consigned to 
the fiiry of the fiamea. Of the remuning volumes 
which I saw, take the following very rapid sketch. Of 
Hourt, or Church Serviees, there is a prodigiou^y fine 
copy of ah edition printed by Voatre, in 4to., upon 
paper, without date. It is in the ori^nal ornamented 
cover, or binding, with a forest of rough edges to the 
leaves — and doubtless the finest copy of the kind I ever 
saw. Compared with this, how in&rior in every res- 
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pect is a cropt copjr of Kerver's impression of a similar 
work, printed upon vellum ! This latter is indeed a 
very indifferent book ; but the rough usage it has met 
nith 13 the sole cause of such inferiority. I was well 
pleased with a fair, sound copy of the Speculum StuU 
torum, in 4to., bl. letter, in hexameter and pentameter 
verses, without date. Nor did I examine without inte- 
rest a rare Uttle volume entitled " Let Origines d« 
quelgues Coutumes anciermefi, et de plusieurs fa^ona de 
parler triviales. Avec un vievx Manmcrit en vers, 
touchant FOtigine des Chevaliers Barmerets ; printed 
at Caen in 1&J2, ISmo, : a curious little vork. They 
have a fine (royal) copy of Waho^s Polyglot, with an 
excellent impression of the bead ; and a large paper 
copy of Stephen's Greei Glostary, in old vellum 
binding, with a great number of ms. notes by Bochart. 
Also a fine large paper Photius of 1654, folio. But 
among theii iaboe papeks, few volumes tower with 
greater magnificence than do the three folios of Im 
Sainte Bible, printed by the Elzevirs at Amsterdam, 
in 1669. They are absolutely fine creatures ; of the 
stateliest dimensions and most attractive format They 
also pretend that their large paper copy of the first 
edition of Hue(s Pr/sparatio EvangeHca, in folio, is 
unique. Probably it is, as the author presented it to 
the Library himself. The Batil Euatathius of 1559, 
in 3 volumes fofio, is as glorious a copy as is Mr. Greit- 
ville's of the Roman edition of 1542.* It is in its pris- 
* [A copy of this Romtm Edition of 1542, of equal purity and 
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tine membranaceous attire — the vellum lapping over 
the fore-edges, in the manner of Mr. Heber's cop; of 
the first Aldine Aristotle, — most comfortable to be- 
hold ! There is a fine large paper copy of Montaigne's 
Eaaayt, 1635, foUo, containhig two titles and a portrait 
of the author. It is bound in red morocco, and con- 
sidered by M. Hebert a most rare and desirable book. 
Indeed I was told that one Collector in particular vas 
exceedingly anxious to obtain it. I saw a fine copy of 
the folio edition oi Rontard, printed in 1584, which is 
considered rare. There is also a copy of the well 
known lAber Nanceidoa, from Bochart's library, with 
a few ms. notes by Bochart himself. Here I saw, for 
the first time, a French metrical version of the works 
of Virgil, by Robert and Anthony Chevaliers iTAg- 
neaux freres, de Vire, en Normandie ; published at 
Paris in 158S, in elegant italic type ; considered rare. 
The same translators published a version of Horace ; 
but it is not here. You may remember that I made 
mention of a certain work Qn one of my late letters) 
called Les Vaudevires d'OUvier BasseUn. They pre- 
serve here a very choice copy of it, in 4to., large paper; 
and of which size only ten copies are said to be in exis- 
tence. The entire tide is " Let Vaudevires Poesies du 
Tcvme. Steele, par Olivier Basselin, avec un Discours 
tur ta Vie et des Notes pour FexpUeation de quelquea 
anciens Mots : Vire, 1811." 8vo, There are copies 

anplitude, is in the library of the Il«v. Mr Hawtrey of Eton 
College: obtainecl of Messn, Payneand Foss.] 
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iqwn pink paper, of which thii is one — and which was 
in fact presented to the Library by the Editors. Pre- 
fixed to it, is an indifferent drawing, in india ink, re- 
presenting the old casde of Vhre, now nearly demo- 
lished, with Bassdin seated at a table along with three 
of his boosing companions, chaunting his verses " a 
pleine gorge." This BasseGn appears in short to have 
been the French Dbvnken Barkaby of his day. 

" What I (say you :) " not tme single specimen fmva 
the library of your favourite Diane db Poictibbs ? 
Can this be possible ?" — No more of interrogatory, I 
beseech you : but listen attentively and grate^ly to 
the intelligence which you are about to receive — and 
fancy not, if you have any respect for my taste, that X 
have forgotten my favourite Diane de Poictiers. On 
looking sharply about you, within this library, there 
will be found a magnificent copy of the Commentariet 
of Chrytostom tipon the EpUtles of St. Paul, printed 
by Stephaatu et Fratres a Sabio, at Verona, in 1539, in 
three folio volumes. It is by much and by far the finest 
Greek work which I ever saw &om the Sabii Press.* 
No wonder Colbert jumped with avidity to obtain such 
a copy of it : for, bating that it is " nn peu rognS," the 
condition and colour are quite enchanting. Aiid then 

• [When I wu at Paris in tlie ye»r 1819, I strove hard to 
obtun from Meaen. Debure the copy of this work, upon vbi>- 
LOM, which they had purchased at the Bale of the Macarthf Li- 
brary. But it was deitined for the Royal library, and ii detcribed 
ia the Cat. Jet Livre* Imp. tur r^i», vol. L p. 263.] 

VOL. I. P 
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for the iHDding ! — which either Colbert, or his libra- 
rian Ba1u2e, had the good sense and good taste to 
leave untouched. ■ The first and second volumes are in 
reddish calf, with the royal arms m the centre, and the 
half moon (ya tarnished silver) beneath : the arabesque 
ornaments, or surrounding border is in gilt. The 
edges are gilt, stamped ; flush with the fore edges of 
the binding. In the centre of the sides of the binding, 
is a large H, with a fleur de lis at top : the top and 
bottom borders presenting the usual D and H, united, 
of which you may take a peep in the BibliograpMeal 
Decameron. The third volume is in dark blue leather, 
with the same side ornaments ; and the title of the 
work, as with the preceding voluiAes, is lettered in 
Greek capitals. The H and crown, and monogram, , 
as before; hut the edges of the leaves are, in this 
volume, stamped at bottom and top with an H, sur- 
mounted by a crown. The ades of the binding are 
also fuller and richer than m the preceding volumes. 
This magnificent copy was given to the Library by P. 
Le Jeune. It is quite a treasure in its way. 

Another specimen, if you please, from the library of 
our favourite Diana. It is rather of a singular cha- 
racter : consisting of a French version of that once 
extremely popular work (originally published in the 
Latin language) called the Cosmography of Sebastian 
Munater. The edition is of the date of 1556, in Iblio. 
This copy must have been as splendid as it b yet cu- 
rious. It contains two portraits of Henry the Second 
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(" Hehbicvs U. Galuabtm Rbx intictiss. pp.") ^d 
four of Hdofernes' (" Olofabne") on each aide of thp 
binding. Jji the centre of the sides we recognise the 
lunar omatoents of Diuie de Poicliers; but on tl^ 
back, are five portraite pf her, in gilt, each within ib/s 
bands — and, like all the other ornamente, much rubbed. 
Two of these five heads are facing a different head of 
Henry. There are also on the sides two pretty medal-, 
iions of a winged figure blowing a trunjiet, and stand- 
ing upon ^ chaijot drawn by four faor^a : there are 
also snudl fieur de lis scattered b«tween the ornameotB 
of the sides of the binding. The date of the medallion 
seems to he 1553. The copy is crueUy cropt^ and llie 
volume is sufficiently badly printed ; which makes it 
the more surprising that such pains should have been 
t^en with its bibliopegistic embellishments. Upon 
the idiole, this copy, for the sake of its ornaments, 19 
vehemently desiraUe. 

And now, my dear friend, you must make your bow 
witb me to M. Hebert, and bid farewell to the fubuc 
UBRAKY at Caen. Indeed I am AiUy disposed to lud 
farewell to every thing the in the same town: not 
however without being conscious that very much, both 
of what I have, and of what I have not, seen, merits a 
detail well calculated to please the inteUectual appetitea 
of travellers. What I have seen, has been indeed 
bat sununarfy, and even superficially, described; but 
I have done my best ; and was fearful of exciting enmu 
by a more pari^-re^^st^-like description^ 
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For the lerrice performed in places of pubtic Wor- 
ship, I can add nothing to my Rouen detuls — except 
that three is here an agreeable Protestant Church, 
of which M. Martin Rollim, is the Pastor. He has 
just published a " M6moire Hittoriqve tur FEtat Ec- 
ctiaiattique det Protestant Franfou depttis Franfoit 
In- Jutqt^d LotUa XVIII ^' in a pamphlet of some 
fourscore pages. The task was equally delicate and 
difficult of execution ; but having read it, I am free to 
confess that M. RoUin has done his work very neatly 
and very cleverly. I went in company with Mrs. and 
Miss I * * * to hear the author preach ; for he is a 
young man (about thirty) who draws hb congregation 
as much fVom his talents as a preacher, as from his 
moral worth as on individual. It was on the occa- 
sion of several young ladies and gentlemen taking 
the sacrament for the first time. The church is 
strictly, I believe, according to the Geneva persua- 
sion-, but there was something so comfortable, and 
to me so cheering, in the avowed doctrine of Pro- 
testantism, that I accompanied my friends with ala- 
crity to the spot. Many English were present ; for 
M. Rollin is deservedly a favourite with our coun- 
trymen. The church, however, was scarcely half 
filled. The interior is the most awkwardly adapted 
imag^able to the purposes either of reading or of 
preaching : for it consists of two aisles at right angles 
with each other. The desk and pulpit are fixed in 
the rsctiding angle of their junction ; so that the voice 
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ffies fnr^ to the right and left immediately as it escapes 
the preacher. A£ter a very long, and a very tediously 
sung psalm, M. Kollin commenced his discourse. He 
is an extemporaneous preacher. His voice is sweet 
and clear, rather than sonorous and impressive ; and 
he is perhaps, occasionally, too metaphorical in his 
compodtion.- For the first time I heard the words 
" Oh Dieu /" pronounced with great effect : hut the 
sermon vas made up of better things than mere excla- 
madons. M. Rt^n was frequently ingenious, logical, 
and convincing ; and his address to the young commu- 
nicants, towards the close of his discourse, was impres- 
sive and efficient. The young people were deeply 
touched by his powerful appeal, and I believe each 
countenance was sufiused with tears. He guarded 
them against the dangers and temptations of that 
world upon which they were about to enter, by, setting 
before them the consolations of the religion which they 
had professed, in a manner which indicated tliat he 
had really their interests and happiness at heart. 

A word only about Courts of Justice. " A smack 
of the whip" will tingle in my ears through Ufej* and 

* [Twenty-eight yean have puud awfty since I kept my terms 
at Lincoln's Ina with a view of being' called to the bar ; and at 
ttdi moment 1 liave a perfect recollection of the coantenanceg and 
manner of Meaan. Bearcroft, Erskine, and Minpiy, — the pitted 
champions of the King's Bench — whom I was in the repeated 
habit of attending within that bustling and erer agitated arena. 
Their mi, their repartee-~the broad humour of Mingay, and the 
lightning-like quiekaess of Erskine, with the more caustic and 
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I shaD always attend " Niai PHui' exifibWons with 
more than ordinary curiosity. I strofled one morning 
to the iVac£ de Jiatice — wMcIi is well situated, in an 
ury and respectable neighbourliood. I saw two 6t 
three barristers, en pleine costume, pretty nearly in Ae 
English fashion, walking qiiiclily to and fro with th^ 
clients, in the open aa before the hall ; and could hot 
help contrasting the quick eye and unconcerned ex- 
pression of countenance of the Ibrmer, with the nmple 
look and yet earnest action of the latter. I entered 
the Hall, and, to my astonishmtot, beard only a low- 
muttering sound. Scarcely fiileen people were present. 
I approached the bench ; and what, think you, were 
the intellectual objects upon which my eye alighted ? 
Three Judges . . all fast asleeiit ! Vive barristers, two 
of whom were nodding : one was literally addressing 
the bench . ; . and the remaining two were talking to 
their clients in the most unconcerned manner imagi- 
nable. The entire effect, on my nnnd, was ridiculous 

suAoriMtive dicta of Beareroft — delighted and instructed me by 
toma. Id tbe year 1797 I.publiihed, in onelaigc cbaii, an Ana- 
lgia of the JU-tt volume of Blackttone't Commemariet — called Thb 
BiQHTS OP Pbrsoms. It was dedicated to Mr. (attennrdB L(wd) 
Enkioe ; and published, &■ will be euily concdved, with more 
xeal than diacretion. I got out of the scrape by Befling the cop- 
per plate for fiO shUlinga, after haviDg gireo 40 guineat for the 
engraving of the Analysis. Some fifty copies of the work were 
sold, and S60 were itnick off. Where the suiplua hare lun, and 
rotted, IcBonot pretend to coigecturei but I know it to be a Tzar 
RAaa production !] 
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in the extreme. Far be if from me, however, to deaig- 
nate the foregoing as a generally true picture of the 
administration of Justice at Caen. I am induced to 
hope and believe that a place, so long celebrated for 
the study of die law, yet continues occasionally to ex- 
hibit proofs of that logic and eloquence for which it 
has been renowned of old. I am willing to conclude 
that all the judges are not alike somniferous ; and that 
if the acuteness of our Giffobds, and the rhetoric of 
our Denhans, sometimes instruct and enliven the au- 
dience, there will be found Judges to argue like Gibbs 
and to decide Uke Scott.* Farewell. 

* [So tn the preceding^ Edition. He who writes notes on hii 
bwn perfonnuicei after a Upee of ten yean, will ^nenlly have 
somethiD); to add, and Bomethinf; to correct. Of the above nameSj 
thenasTwataftenrarda attached to the Matter of the Rolls, t,nd 
to a Peerage : with the intervening' hononr of having been di^ 
Jtulhe of the Common Plea*. My admiration of this rapid eleva- 
tion in an honourable profesaion will not be called singular ; for, 
after an acqnuntance of twenty years with Lord Gifibrd, I can 
honestly say, that, while hie reputation aa a Lawyer, and his ad- 
vancement in hia profession, were only what his friends predicted, 
his character as a Man continued the same : — kind hearted, un- 
affected, gentle, and generous. He died> 'ere he had attained his 
48th year, in 1826.] 
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BATSUZ. CATHEDRAL. ORDINATION OF PRIESTS AND 
DEACONS. CRYPT OF THE CATHEDRAL. 

Bayew, Mag 16, 1818. 

Two of the most gratifying d&ys of my Tour hare 
been spent at tim pkce. The Cathedral (one of the 
most ancient religious places of worship in Nonnandy)* 
has been paced with a teverential step, and surveyed 
with a careful eye. That which scarcely warmed the 
blood of Ducarel has made my heart heat with an 
increased action ; and although this town he even 
dreary, as well as thinly peopled, there is that about it 
which, from associations of ideas, can never fail to 
afford a lively interest to a British antiquary. 

The Diligence brought me here from Caen in t^ut 
two hours and a half. The country, during the whole 
route, is open, well cultivated, occauonaDy gently un- 

* [Mons. Licquet suppMes the «7pt and the arcade* of the 
nave to be of the hitter end of the ekrenth coitiiry,— built by 
Odo, Biihop of Bayeux.andBrotherofWiUiamtheCoaquerort 
and that the other portiong were of the tivelfth, thirteenth, and 
fourteenth centuries. I have very great doubts indeed of soy por- 
tion being of a date even so early as 1170.} 
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duUting, but generally denuded of trees. Many 
pretty little cburchea, with delicate spires, peeped out 
to the right and left during the journey ; but the first 
view of the Cathedral of Bayeux put all the others 
out of my recollection. I was conveyed to the H6tel 
de Luxembourg, the best inn in the town, and for a 
wonder ra&er pleasantly situated. Mine hostess is b 
smart, lively, and shrewd woman ; perfectly mistress of 
the art and craft of innkeeping, and seems to have never 
known sorrow or disappointment Knowing that Mr. 
Stotbard, Jun. had, the preceding year, been occupied 
in making a fac-simife of the " famous tapestry" for our 
Society of Antiquaries, I enquired if mine hostess had 
been acquainted with that gentleman: ''Monsieur," 
"je le connois bien; c'est un brave hommei: il de- 
meura tout pres ; ausai trav^la-t-il comme quatre 
diables!" I will notdisguise that this eulogy of our 
amiable countryman* pleased me " right well"— though 
I was pretty sure that such language was the current 
(and to me somewhat coarse) coin of compliment upon 
all occasions ; and instead of " vin ordinaire" I ordered, 
rather in a gay and triumphant manner, "unebouteiUe 

* {^Anotlier demons tratioD of the ticltleitesB ODd chsngeablenesB 
of tJl numdane afi^ra. Mr. Stotliard, after a succeaaful execu- 
tion of tiis great talk, hu ceased to be amontr ob. His widow 
published his life, with an account of his labours, in a quarto vo- 
lume in 1833. Mr. Stothard's Monumental E^et, now on.the 
eve of completion, is a woHc which will carry his name down to 
(he latest posterity, aa one of the most intereitin;, tastefti), and 
accurate of antiquariut productions. See a subsequent note.] 
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du Tin de Beaune" — "Ah! 5a," (replied the lirely 
landlady,) " tous )e tiouverez ezcelleat, Monseur, il 
n'y a pas du vin comme le vin de Beaune." Bespeak- 
ing my dinner, I strolled towarda the cftthedral. 

There is, in fact, no proper approach to this inters 
esting edifice. The western end is suffocated with 
houses. Here stands the post-office ; and with the 
most unsaepecting frankness, on the part of the owner, 
I had permisffion to examine, with my own hands, 
within doors, every letter — nnder the expectation that 
there were some for myself. Nor was I disappointed. 
But you must come wi^ me to the cathedral : and of 
coarse we must enter together at the western front. 
There are five porticos : the central one being rather 
Urge, and the two, on eidier side, comparatiTely small. 
Formerly, these were covered with sculptnred figures 
and ornaments; but the Cahrinists in the sixteenth, 
and the B^voludonistB in the eighteenth century, have 
contrived to render their present aspect mutilated and 
repuMve in the extreme. On entering, I was struck 
with the two large transverse Norman arches which 
bestride the area, or square, for the bases of the two 
towers. It is the boldest and finest piece of masonry 
in the whole building. The interior disappointed me. 
It is plain, solid, uid divested of ornament. A very 
large wooden crucifix is placed over the screen of the 
choir, which has an effect — of its kind : but the monu- 
ments, and mural ornaments, scarcely deserve men- 
tion. The nchly ornamented arches, on each side of 
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the nave, ipringing from nOMidTe single pillars, have 
ratlier an imposing e£Fect: above them are Gothic 
ornaments of a later period, but too thickly and inju- 
didonsly applied. liCt me now suppose that the din- 
ner is over, and the " vin de Beaune" approved of — 
and that on a second visit, immediately afterwards, 
there is bodi time and inclination for a leisorely survey. 
On loolung up, upon entering, within the nde aisle to 
the left, you observe, with infinite regret, a dark and 
filthy green tint indicative of premature decay — ariung 
from the lead (of that part of ^e roof,) having been 
stript for the purpose of making bullets during the 
Revolution. The extreme let^h of the interior is 
afaclut SSIO English feet, by 76 bigh, and the same 
immber of feet in width. The transepts are abont ISS 
feet long, by 36 wide. The western towers, to the 
very top of the spires, are about S50 English feet in 
height. 

One of the most curious objects in the Cathedral, is 
the CRYFT ; of which, singularly enough, all knowledge 
had been long lost till the year HIS. The circum- 
stance of its discovery is told in the following inscrip- 
tion, cut in the Gothic letter, upon a brass plate, and 
placed just above the southern entrance : 

En Ian mil qucUre cen$ et doutie 
Tiers ioar iTAuril quepluye arrouse 
Let biens de la terre, lajoumee 
Que la Ptuques/ut celebree 
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Nobk komme et Reverend Pere 

Jehan de Boitsey, de la Mere 

Mglue de Bayeux Paeteur 

Rendi Fame a ton Createur 

Et lore en/bieaant la place 

Devant la grand Autel de grace 

Trova Fon la batte Chapelle 

Dont il n'avoii ete nouveUe 

Oh, il eat nut en lepuUure 

Dieu ueuille avoir ton tmie en cure. Amen. 

It was my good fortune to visit this ciypt at a very 
particular juncture. The day after my arrival at 
Bayeux, there was a grand Ordination. Before I had 
quitted my bed, I heard the mellow and measured 
notes of human voices ; and starting up, I saw an al- 
Bioat interminable procession of priests, deacons, &c., 
walking singly behind each other, in two Hnea, leaving 
a considerable space between them. They walked 
bareheaded, chanting, with a hook in their bands ; and 
bent their course towards the cathedral. I dressed 
quickly ; and, dispatching my breakfast with equal 
promptitude, pursued the some route. On entering 
the western doors, thrown wide open, I shall never 
forget the effect produced by the crimson and blue 
draperies of the Norman women : — a great number of 
whom were clustered, in groups, upon the top of the 
screen, about the huge wooden crucifix ; — mtnessing 
the office of ordination going on below, in the choir. 
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They seemed to be suspended in the ur ; and consi- 
dering the piece of sculpture around which they ap- 
peared to gather themselves — with the elevation of th6 
screen itself-— it was a combination of objects upon 
trhich the pencil might have been exercised with the 
happiest possible result. An ordination in a foreign 
country, and especially one upon such an apparently 
extensive scale, waa, to a prolcssional man, not to be 
slighted ; and accordingly I determined upon making 
the most of the spectacle before me. Looking acci- 
dentally down my favourite crypt, I observed that some 
reli^ous ceremony was going on there. The northern 
grate, or entrance, being open, I descended a flight of 
steps, and quickly became an inmate of this subterra- 
neous abode. The first object that struck me was, 
the warm glow of day light which darted upon the 
broad pink cross of the surpHce of an officiating priest : 
a candle was burning upon the altar, on each side of 
him : aqother priest, in a black vesture, officiated as 
an assistant ; and each, in turn, knelt, and bowed, and 
prayed . . to the admiration of some few half dozen 
casual yet attentive visitors — while the full sonorous 
chant, from the voices of upwards of one hundred and 
fifty priests and deacons, from the choir above, gave a 
pe^culiar sort of solemnity to the mysterious gloom 
below. 

I now ascended; and by the help of a chair, took a 
peep at the ceremony through the intercolumniations 
of the choir : my diffidence, or rather apprehension of 
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refusal, having withheld me from striding to gun ad' 
mittance within the body. But my dtualioB was a 
ungulaily good one : oppo»te the altar. I looked, 
and beheld tbia vast clerical coi^regation at times 
kneeling, or standing, or sitting : partially, or whoOy : 
while the swell of t^ir voices, accompanied by the full 
intonations of the organ, and the yet more penetr»dng 
notes of the serpent, seemed to breathe more than 
earthly solemnity around. The ceremony had now 
continued full two hours ; when, in the midst of the 
most impressive part of it, and while the young candi- 
dates for ordination were prostrate before the high 
altar (the diapason stop of the organ, as at Dieppe,* 
sending forth the softest notes) the venerable Bishop 
plated the glittering mitre (apparently covered with gold 
gauze) upon his head, and with a large ^t crorier in 
his right hand, descended, with a measured and ma^ 
jestic step, fi:om the floor of the altar, and proceeded 
to the execution of the more mysterious part of his 
ofiBce. The candidates, with closed eyes, and out- 
gtretched hands, were touched with the holy oU— and 
thus became consecrated* On rising, each received a 
small piece of bread between the thumb and forefinger, 
and the middle and third fingers ; their hands being 
pressed together — and, still with closed eyes, they re- 
tired behind the high altar, where an offidating priest 
made use of the bread to rub off the holy oil The 
Bishop is an elderly man, about three score and ten ; 
* See page 12, ante. 
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he has the usual sallon tint of his countrymen, hut his 
eye, somewhat sunk or retired, beneath black and 
OTerhangiDg eyebrows, b sharp and expressive. His 
whole mien has the indication of a well-hred and well- 
educated gentleman. When he descended with his 
full robes, crosier, and mitre, from the high altar, me- 
thought I saw some of the venerable forma of our 
Wykehaus and Wayneflktbs of old — coimiianding 
the respect, and receiving the homage, of a gratefiil 
congregation! At the very moment my mind was 
deeply occupied by the e£^ts produced from this 
magnificent spectacle, I strolled into Our Ladies Chw 
pel, behind the choir, and beheld a sight which con- 
verted seriousness into surprise — bordering upon mirth. 
Above the altar of this remotely situated chapel, stands 
the IMAGE OF THE ViBQiK with the infant Jesus in her 
arms. This is theusualchiefornamentof Our Lady's 
Chapel. But what drapery for the mother of the 
sacred child ! — stiflj starch, rectangularly-folded, white 
muslin, stuck about with diverse artificial flowers — like 
unto a shew figure in Brook Green F^r ! This ridi- 
culous and most disgusting costume began more parti- 
cularly at Caudebec. Why is it persevered in? Why 
b it endured ? The French have a quick sensibility, 
and a lively apprehension of what is beautiful and 
brilliant in the arts of sculpture and punting . . . but 
the terms " joli," " gentil," and " propre," are made use 
of, like charity, to " cover a multitude of sins" . . or 
aberrations from true taste. I scarcely stopped a rson 
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nute in tbis chapel, but proceeded to a lide one, to the 
right, which yet aflfbrde proof of its. pristine splendour; 
It is covered with gold and colours. Two or three 
supplicants were kneeling before the crucifix, and ap- 
peared to be so absorbed in their devotions as to be 
insensible of every surrounding object. To them, the 
particular saint (I have forgotten the name) to whom 
the little chapel was dedicated, seemed to be dearer 
and more interesting than the general voice of " praise 
and thanksgiving" with which the choir of the cathe* 
dral resounded. Before we quit the place you must 
know that fourscore candidates were ordained : that 
there are sixty clergy attached to the cathedral ;* and 
that upwards of four hundred thousand souls are under 
the spiritual cognizance of the Bishop of Bayeux. 
The treasures of the Cathedral were once excessive,* 
and the episcopal stipend proportionably large : but; 
of late years, things are sadly changed. The Calvi- 
nists, in the sixteenth century, began the work of havoc 
and destruction ; and the B,evolutionists in the eigh- 
teenth, as usual, put the finish to these devastations. 
At present, firom a very respectable source of informa- 
tion, I learn that the revenues of the Bishop scarcely 

* [" That was tme, when M. Dibdin wrote hU account ; now, 
the number mtut be reduced one half." Licuvkt, vol. il. p. 131.] 

t Cette ighse. . 6t<At aaiu contredit une des pliu riches de 
^aoce en vases d'or, d'ar^nt, et de pierreries ; en reliqnea et en 
omemens. Le procfea-verbnl qui avoit iti dress£ de toutes sea 
richesseB, en 14?6, contient un d£tail qui n preeque it I'infini." 
Beiiires, HUl. Smmaire, p. 51. 
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exceed 7001. per annum of our own money. I cannot 
take leave of the cathedral without commending, in 
strong terms of admiration, the lofty flying buttresses 
of the exterior of the nave. The perpendicular por- 
tions are crowned with a sculptured whole length 
figure, flrom which the semi-arch takes its spring ; and 
are in much more elegant taste than any other part of 
the building. 

Hard fcjy the cathedral stood formerly a magnificent 
EPISCOPAL PALACE. Upon this palace the old writers 
dearly loved to expatiate. There is now however 
nothing but a good large comfortable family mansion ; 
sufficient for the purposes of such hospitality and en- 
tertfunment as the episcopal revenues will afford. I 
have not only seen, but visited, this episcopal residence. 
In other words, my &iend Pierre-Aime Lair having 
promised to take his last adieu of me at Bayeux, as he 
had business with the Bishop, I met him agreeably to 
appointment at the palace ; but his host, with a strong 
corps of visitors, having just sate down to dinner — it 
was only one o'clock — ^I bade him adieu, with the hope 
of seeing the Bishop on the morrow — to whom he had 
indeed mentioned my name. Our farewell was un- 
doubtedly warm and sincere. He had volunteered a 
thousand acts of kindness towards me without any pos- 
sible motive of self interest ; and as he lifted up his 
right hand, exclEuming " adieu, pour toujours !" I 
will not dissemble that I was sensibly affected by the 
touching manner in which it was uttered . . and PifiasB 

VOL. I. Q 
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Ami Lair shall always claim from me the varmest 

wiflhea for hia proaperity and happinesa.* I harried 
back through the court-yard — at the iiak~ of loaing a 
Umb firom the ferocious spring of a tremendous (chained). 
maatiff— and without retunung the aalute of the por- 
ter, shut the gate violently, and departed. For five 
minutes, pacing the south ude of the cathedral, I was 
lost in a variety of pfunfiil sensations. How was I to 
see the Library ? — where could I obtain a glimpse of 
the Tapestry? — and now, that Pierre Aime Lair was 
to be no more seen, (for be told me be should quit the 
place on that same evening) who was to stand my 
fiiend, and smooth my access to the more curious and 
coveted objects of antiquity ? 

Thus absorbedinavariety of contending- reflecdonSf 
a tall figure, clad in a loose long great coat, in a very 
gracious manner approached and addressed me. " Your 

• [But OWE letter has passed between ua since this eeparatioo. 
That letter, however, only serred to cement the friendliness of 
our feelings towards each other. M. Herre Alin^ Lair bad heard 
of the manner in which his name had been introduced into these 
pjiges, and ivished a copjr of the work to be deposited in the 
public library at Caen. Whether it be so deposited, 1 hate never 
leamt. In 1837, this amiable man visited England ; and I saw 
him only during the time of an ordinary morning visit. His stay 
was neceasmly short, and his residence was remote. I returned 
bis visit — but he was away. There are few things in life more 
gratifying than the conviction of living in the grateful remem- 
brance of the vrise and the good ; and that gratification it is 
doubtless my happiness to enjoy — as far as relates to MonB. 

PlKRRK AiUB' LaIB !] 
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name, Sir, is D • • * ?" *' At your service. Sir, that is 
my name." " You were yesterday evening at Mon- 
sieur Phiquet's, purchasing books ?" " I was, Sir." 
" It seems you are very fond of old books, and espe- 
eially of those in the French and Latin languages V 
" I am fond of old books generally ; but I now seek 
more particularly those in your language — and have 
been delighted with an illuminated, and apparently 
coeval, MS. of the poetry of your famous Olivier 
Basselin, which ..." " You saw it. Sir, at Monsieur 
Pluquet's. It belonged to a common friend of us both. 
He thinks it worth ..." " He a/iks ten louts d'or for 
it, and he shall have them with all my heart." " Sir, 
I know he will never part with it even for that large 
sum." I smiled, as he pronounced the word " large." 
" Do me the honour, Sir, of visiting my obscure dwel- 
ling, in the country — a short league &om hence. My 
abode is humble : in the midst of an orchard, which 
my father planted : hut I possess a few books, some of 
them curious, and should like to t'^aif double the num- 
ber I j}o««?f«." I thanked the stranger for his polite 
attention and gracious offer, which I accepted readily 
. . " This evening, Sir, if you please," " With all my 
heart, this very evening. But tell me. Sir, how can I 
obtain a sight of the Chapter Library, and of the 
famous Tapestry ?" " Speak soflly, (resumed the 
unknown) for I am watched in this place. You shall 
see both — but must not say that Monsieur • • • • 
vas your adviser or fnend. For the present, farewell. 
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I Bhsll expect you in the evening." We took leave ; 
and I returned hastily to the inn, to tell my adventures 
to my companion. 

There is something so charmingly mysterious in this 
little anecdote, that I would not for the world add a 
syllable of explanation. Leaving you, therefore, in 
fiill possession of it, to turn and twist it as you please, 
consider me as usual, Yours. 
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LETTER XV. 

VISIT NEAK ST. LOUP. U. PLUQCET, APOTHECARY AND 
BOOK-VENDER. VISIT TO THE BISHOP. THE CHAPTER 
LIBRARY. DESCRIPTION OF THE BAYEUX TAFESTBY. 
TRADE AND HANUFACTDRB. 

Well, my good fiiend 1 the stranger has been 
visited: his library inspected: his services accepted : 
and his character partly unfolded. To this I muBt 
add, in the joy of my heart, (as indeed I mentioned 
slightly in my last) that both the Chapter Library 
and the famous Tapestry have been explored and 
examined in a manner, I trust, worthy of British cu- 
riosity. I hardly know what sort of order to adopt in 
this my second and last epistle from Bayeux ; which 
will be semi-bibliomaniacal and semi-archsolof^cal : 
and sit down, almost at random, to impart such intelli- 
gence as my journal and my memory supply. 

The last was almost a purely eixclesiastical dispatch : 
as I generally first take off my cap to the towers and 
turrets of a cathedral Now then for the siranoer ! 
* * for it would be cruel to prolong Uie agony of 
expectation. Mr. Lewis having occupied himself, 
almost exclusively, with his pencil during the whole 
morning, I persuaded him to accompany me to St. 
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Lovp. After dinner ve set out upon oar expedition. 
It had rainedin the inteTini,and every tree was charged 
with moisture as we passed them . . their blossoms ex- 
haling sweets of the most pungent fragrance. The 
road ran in a straight line from the west front of the 
eathedral, which, on turning round, as we saw it irra- 
diated by partial glimpses of sunshine, between masses 
of dark clouds, assumed a very imposing and vene- 
rable aspect. I should tell you, however, that the 
obliging Monsieur • • • • • came himself to the 
H6tel de Luxembourgj to conduct us to his humble 
abode ; for " humble" it is in every sense of the word. 
About two>thirds of the way thither, we passed the 
little church ofiS'^. Lot^ : a perfect Gothic toy of the 
xiith century — with the prettiest, best-proportioned 
tower that can be imagined.* It has a few slight clus- 
tered columns at the four angles, but its height and 
breadth are truly pigmy. The stone is of a whitish 
gi^y. We did not enter ; and with difficulty could 
tmCe our way to examine the exterior through the high 
grass of the church yard, yet laid with the heavy rsm. 
What a gem would the pencil of Blobe make of this 
tiny, ancient, interesting edifice ! At length ve struck 
off, down a lane slippery with moisture — when> open^ 
mg a large swinging gate — " here (exclaimed our 
guide) — hved and died my father, and here his son 
hopes to live and die also. Gentlemen, yonder is my 
hermitage." 

• [Mr. Cottnan has an excellent engraving of it.] 
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It was a retirement of tlie most secluded kind : abso- 
lutely surrounded 1^ trees, shrubs^ hay-stacks, and 
corn-stacks — fiw Monsieur • * • • • hath a fajKj 
for fanning as well as for reading. The stair-case, 
though constructed of good hard Norman stone, was 
much worn in the middle from the irequent tread of 
half a century. It vas also fatiguingly steep, but 
luckily it was short We followed our guide to the 
left, where, passing through one boudoir-like apart* 
ment, strewn with books and papers, and hung with a 
parcel of mean omamenta called pictures, we entered 
a second — of which portions of the wiunscoat were 
taken away, to shew the books which were deposited 
behind. Row after row, and pile upon pile, struck my 
wondering eye. Anon, a closet was opened — and 
there ^gain they were stowed, " thick and threefold." 
A few smidl busts, and fractured vases, were meant to 
grace a table in tiie centre of the room. Of the booksj 
it is but justice to say that rarity had been sacrificed 
to utility. There were some excellent, choice, critical 
works ; a good deal of Latin ; some Grreek, and a 
sprinkle of Hebrew — for Monsieur • * • • ia both a 
general and a sound scholar. On pointing to Houbi- 
ganfa Hebrew Bible, in four foho volumes, 1753, "do 
you think this copy dear at fourteen &ancs ?" said he ! 
— " How, Sir," (replied I, in an exstacy of astonish- 
ment)— you mean to say fourteen huia V " Not at all. 
Sir. I purchased it at the price just mentioned, nor 
do 1 think it too dear at that sum" — resumed he, in die 
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most UBsuspecting maimer. I then told him, as a aort 
of balsamic consolation, that a late friend (I alluded to 
poor Mr. Ormerod) rejoiced on giving £12, for a copy 
b; no means superior. " Ab, le bon Dieu ! . . ." was 
his only observation thereupon. 

When about to return to the boudoir, through which 
we had entered, I observed with mingled surprise and 
pleasure, the four prettily executed English prints, after 
the drawings of the present Lady Spencer, called "New 
Shoes" — " Nice Supper" 8k. Monsieur • • * • • 
was pleased at my stopping to survey them. " Ce sent 
la. Monsieur (observed he), les dames qui me font tou- 
jours compagnie :" — nor can you conceive the very soft 
and gentlemanly manner, accompanied by a voice sub- 
dued even to sadness of tone, with which he made this, 
and almost every observation. I found, indeed, Irom 
the whole tenor of his discourse, that he had a mind in 
no ordinary a state of cultivation : and on observing 
that a great portion of his library was theological, I 
asked him respecting the general subjects upon which 
he thought and wrote. He caught bold of my left 
arm, and stooping (for he is much taller than myself, 
. . . which he easily may be, methinks I bear you add . .) 
" Sir, stud he, I am by profession a clergyman . . al- 
though now I am designated as an ex-CuH. I have 
lived through the Revolution . : and. may have par- 
taken of some of its irregularities, rather, I should hope 
than of its atrocities. In the general hue-and-cry for 
reform, I thought that our church was capable of very 
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great improTement, and I think so still. The part I 
' took was influenced by conaciendous motives, rather 
than by a blind and vehement love of reform ; . . but it 
has never been forgiven or forgotten. The established 
clergy of the place do not associate with me ; but 1 
care not a farthing for that — since I have here (point- 
ing to his books) the very best society in the world. It 
was from the persuasion of the clergy having a con- 
stantly-fixed eye upon me, that I told you I was watched 
. . when walking near the precincts of the cathedral. 
I had been seeking you during the whole of the office 
of ordination." In reply to my question about his 
archaeological researches, he said he was then occu- 
pied in wridng a disquisition upon the Bayeux Tapes- 
try, in which he should prove that the Abbe de la 
Rue was wrong in considering it as a performance of 
the xirth century. " He is your great antiquarian 
oracle" — observed I. " He has an over-rated reputa- 
tion" — replied he — " and besides, he is too hypotbe- 
ticaL" Monsieur » • • * • promised to send me a 
copy of his dissertation, when printed ; and then let 
our fnend N * * * be judge " in the matter of the 
Bayeux Tapestry." Frbm the open windows of this 
hermitage, into which the branches absolutely thrust 
themselves, I essayed, but in vain, to survey the sur- 
rounding country ; and concluded a visit of nearly two 
hours, in a manner the most gratifying imaginable to 
honest feelings. A melancholy, mysterious air, seemed 
yet, however, to mark this amiable stranger, which had 
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Dot been quite cleared up by the account he had given 
of himself. " Be assured (said he, at parting) that I 
will see you again, and that every facility shall be 
afforded you in the exanunation of the Bayeux Tapes- 
try. I have an uncle who is an efficient member of the 
corporation." 

On my way homeward from this ramble, I called 
again upon M. Pluquet, an apothecary by profesuon, 
but a book lover and a book vender* in his heart. The 
scene was rather singular. Below, was hb Phartna- 
copeia ,- above were his bed-room and books ; with a 
broken antique or two, in the court-yard, and in the 
passage leading to it. My first visit had been hasty, 
and only as a whetter to the second. Yet I contrived 
to see from a viutor, who was present, the deurable 
MS. of the vulgar poetry of Olivier. Basselin, of 
which I made mention to M. * * *. The same stran- 
ger was agun present. We all quietly left the, drugs 
below for drugs of a different description above — books 
being called by the ancients, you know, the " Medi- 
cine of THE Soul." We mounted into the bed-room. 
M. Pluquet now opened bis biblioinamacal battery 

* He lias since eatablislied himself at Faris, near the Luxem- 
botiix palace, as a bookaetter -, and it is ecbtccI; three moathi 
iince I i^cdved a letter from him, id which he told me that he 
eoutd no longer r^iat the more powerful impulses of his heart.— 
sod that the phiala of phasic were at length abandoned for the 
volumes of Verard and of Oourmout. My friend, Mr. Dawson 
Turner, who knew him at Bayeux, baa purchased booka of him 
at Paris. (The preceding in 1^0.] 
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up(Hi US. " Genttemen you see, in this room, all the 
treasiu^s in the world I possess: my wife— my child — 
my books — ^my antiquities. " Yea, gentlemen, these 
are my treasures. I am enthusiastic, even to madneaS) 
in the respective pursuits into which the latter hrancfa 
out ; but my means are slender— and my aversion to 
my btainess is just about in proportion to my fondness 
for bookt. Examine, gentlemen, and try your for- 
tunes." 

I scarcely needed such a rhetorical incitement : but 
alas ! the treasures of M. Fluquet were not of a nature 
quite to make one's fortune. I contrived, with great 
difficulty, to pick out something of a reehercM kind { 
and expended a napoleon upon some scarce little gram- 
matical tracts, chiefly Greek, printed by Stephen at 
Paris, and by Hervagius at Basil ; among the latter 
was the Belittm grammaticale of £. Hessus. M. Flu- 
quet wondered at my rejecting the folios, and sticking 
so closely to the duodecimos ; but had he shewn me a 
good Verard Romance or a Eustace Froiasart, he 
would have found me as alert in running away with the 
one as the other, I think he is really the most enthu- 
siastic book-lover I have ever seen: certainly as a 
Bibhopoliat. We concluded a very .animated conver- 
sation on all sides : and upon the whole, this was one 
of the most variously and satisiactorily spent days of 
my " voyage bibliographique." 

On the morrow, the mysterious and amiable M, 
• * * was With me betimes. He saiA he had brought 
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a baiket of boots, from his hermitage, which he had 
left at a Mend's hoase, and he entreated me to come 
and examine them. In the mean while, I had had not 
only a peep at the Tapestry, but an introduction to 
the mayor, who is chief magistrate for life : a very 
Ctesar in miniature. He received me sdffly, and ap- 
peared at first rather a prig^h sort of a gendeman ; 
obserring that " my countryman, Mr. Stothard,* had 
been already there for six months, upon the same 
errand, and what could I want fiurther?" A short 
reply served to convince him " that it would be no 
abuse of an extended indulgence if he would allow 
another English artist to make a fac-simile of a di£^ 
rent description, from a very small portion only."f 

* Mr. Stothard, Jim. See p&ge 221 ante. Mr. S'a owD'accannt 
of the tapestry may be geen in the xixth volume of the ArcIuBO- 
li^ia. It u brief, penpicuona, and BBtia&ctory. His iiiC'Simile 
is one half the size of the original ; executed with ji^eat neatness 
and fidelity ; bat probably the toaches are a lillte too artist-like 
or noaterly. 

f [The facsimile of that portion of the tapestry which is sup- 
posed to be a portrait of Harold, and wliich Mr. Lewis, who tre- 
velled with me, executed, is perhaps of its kind, one of the most 
perfect tMngsextsni. In saying this, I only deliver the opinions 
of very many competeot Judges. It must however be noticed, 
that the Sodety of Antiquaries published the whole aeries of this 
exceedingly curious and andent Representadon of the Conquest 
of our Country by William I. Of this publication, the figures 
measure about four inches in height : but there is aUo a complete, 
and exceedingly successful fee-simile of the Grat two figures of 
this series — of the size of the originals (William I. and the Mes- 
senger coming to anuoiuice to bint the liuidiDg of Harold in Eag- 
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I now called upon the Abbe F^tit, with a view to 
gain admisaion to the Chcipter Library, but he was 
from home — dining with the Bishop. In consequence, 
I went to the palace, and wrote a note in pencil to the 
Bishop at the porter's lodge, mentioning die name of 
M. Lair, and the object of my visit. The porter ob- 
served that they had just Bat down to dinner — but 
would I call at three ? It seemed an age to that hour ; 
but at length three o'clock came, and I was punctual 
to the minute. I was immediately admitted into the 
premiseB, and even the large mastiff seemed to know 
that I was not an unexpected visitor — for he neither 
growled, nor betrayed any symptoms of uneasiness. 
In my way to the audience chamber I saw the crosier 
and robes which the Bishop had worn the preceding 
day, at the ceremony of ordination, lying picturesquely 
upon the table. The audience chamber was rather 
elegant, adorned with Gobeleins tapestry, quite fresh, 
and tolerably expressive : and while my eyes were fas- 
tened upon two figures enacting the parts of an Arca-^ 
dian shepherd and shepherdess, a servant came in and 
announced the approach of MoNSEiONStrR I'Eveque. 
I rose in a trice to meet him, between doubt and ap- 
prehension as to the result. The Bishop entered with 
a sort of body-guard ; being surrounded by six or 

land)aho published from the ume quarter. Thewbole of these 
Dratviagg were from the pencil of ttte late ingenious and justly 
lamented Thob. Stotbard, Esq. Draftsmsu to the Society of 
AaliquarieB.] 
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seven canoiu who had been dining with him, and who 
peeped at me over hia shoidder in a very significant 
manner. The flush of good cheer was visible in their 
countenances — but for their Diocesan, I must say that 
be is even more interesting on a familiar view. He wore 
a close purple dress, buttoned down the middle from 
top to bottom. A cross bung upon bis breast. Hia 
countenance had lost nothing of its expression by the 
absence of the mitre, and he was gracious even to lo- 
quacity. I am willing to hope that I was equally pru- 
dent and biief in the epecificaUon of the object I had 
in view. My request was as promptly a& it was cour- 
teously granted. *' You will excuse my attending you 
in person ; (sud the Bishop) but I will instantly send 
for the Abbe Fetit, who is our librarian ; and who will 
have nothing to do but to wait upon you, and facilitate 
your researches." He then dispatched a messenger 
for the Abbe Fetit, who quickly arrived with two more 
trotting after him — and enlivened by the jingling music 
of the Ubrary keys, which were dangling from the 
Abbe's fingers, I quickened my steps towards the Chap- 
ter Library. 

We were no sooner fairly within the Ubrary, than I 
requested my chief conductor to give me a brief out- 
line of its history. " Willingly" he replied. " This 
library, the remains of a magnificent collection, of from 
SO, to 40,000 volumes, was originally placed in the 
Chapter-house, hard by. Look through the window 
to your left, and you will observe the ruins of that 
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building. We bare here about 5000 Tolumes : but the 
original collection consisted of the unit^ libraries of 
defiiDCt, and even of liring, clergymen — for, during the 
revolution, the clergy, residing both in town and coun- 
try, conveyed their libraries to the Chapter-house, as a 
proteerion against private pillage. Well! in that 
same Cbapteishouse, the books, thus collected, were 
[uled one upon another, in layers, flat upon the floor — 
reaching absolutely to the cieling . . . and for ten long 
years not a creature ventured to introduce a key into 
the library door. The windows also were rigidly kept 
shut. At length the Revolutionists wanted lead for 
musket balls, and they unroofed the chapter-house with 
their usual dexterity. Down came the rain upon the 
poor books, in consequence ; and when M . Moysant 
received the orders of government to examine this 
library, and to take away as many books as he wanted 
for the pubhc hbrary at Caen ... he was absolutely 
horror-struck by the obstacles which presented them- 
selves. From the close confinement of every door and 
window, for ten years, the rank and fetid odour which 
issued, was intolerable. Fpr a full fortnight every 
door and window was left open for ventilation, ere M. 
Moysant could begin his work of selection. He se- 
lected about 5000 volumes only ; but the infuriated 
Revolutionigtfi, on his departure, wantonly plundered 
and destroyed a prodigious number of the reminder 
. . "et enfin (concluded he) vous voyez, Monsieur, ce 
qu'ils nous ont laisse." You will give me credit for 
having listened to every word of such a tale. 
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The present library, vbicb is on the first floor, is 
apparently about twenty-five feet square. The AbbS 
made me observe the Xlllth. volume of the Gallia 
Christiana,* in boards, remarking that " it was of 
excesEiive rarity ;" but I doubt this. On shewing me 
the famous volume of Sanctius or Sanchex de Matri- 
momo Sacramentario, 1607, folio, the Abbe observed 
— " that the author wrote it, standing with his bare 
feet upon marble." I was well pleased w^th a pretty 
illuminated tns. Missal, in a large thick quarto volume, 
with borders and pictures in good condition ; but did 
not fail to commend right heartily the proper biblio- 
maniacsl spirit of M, Fetit io having kept concealed 
the second volume of Gering's Latin Sible— being the 
first impression of the sacred text in France — when 
M. Moyeant came armed with full powers to carry off 
what treasures he pleased. No one knows what hag 
become of the first volume, but this second is cruelly 
imperfect — it is otherwise a fair copy. Upon die 
whole, although it is almost a matter of conscience, as 
well as of character, with me, to examine every thing 
in the shape of a library, and especially of a public 
one, yet it must be admitted that the collection under 
consideration is hardly worthy of a second visit : and 
accordingly I took both a first and a final view of it. 

From the Chapter I went to the College Library. 
In other words, there is a fine public school, or Lycee, 

* A complete copy is of rarity in our own country, but not so 
abroad. It is yet, however, nn imperfect work. 
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or college, where a great number of lads and yoang 
men are educated " according to art." The building 
is extensive arid well-situated : the play-ground ia large 
and commodious ; and there is a well-cultivRted gar-^ 
den " tempting with forbidden fruit." Into this garden 
I strolled in search of the President of the College, 
who wag not within doors. I found him in company 
with some of the masters, and with several young men 
either playing, or about to play, at skittles. On com- 
municating the object of my visit, he granted me an 
immediate passport to the library — " mais, Monsieur, 
(added he) ce n'est rien : il y avoit autrefois guelgue 
chose : maintenant, ce n'est qu'un amas de Uvrea trSs 
communs." I thanked him, and accompanied the 
librarian to the Library; who absolutely apologized 
all the way for the Uttle entertainment I should receive- 
There was indeed little enough. The room may be 
about eighteen feet square. Of the books, a great 
portion was in vellum bindings, in wretched condition; 
Here was Jay't Polyglot, and the matrimonial Sane- 
Hvx ag^n ! There was a very respectable sprinkling 
of Spanish and French Dictionaries ; some few Hot 
wholly undesirable Alduses ; and the rare Louvain 
edition of Sir Thomas More's Works, printed in 1566j 
felio.* I saw too, with horror-mingled regret, a fright- 

* There have been bibliograplierB, and there are yet knomiog 
book-coUecIon, who covet this edition in preference to the liclp- 
lic impreision of Sir T. More's Works of 1693 ; ia folio. Bat this 
aiust proceed ftom aheer obBtinacy ; or rather, perbatpi, from 
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&% imperfect copy of the Service of Bayeux Cathe- 
dral, printed in the Gothic letter, vvos telluh. But 
the great curiosity is a small brass oi hrouze crucifix, 
about nine inches high, standing upon the mantle- 
piece ; very andent, from the character of the crown^ 
vbich savours of the latter period of Roman art — and 
which is the only crown, bereft of thorns, that I ever 
saw upon the head of our Saviour so represented. The 
eyes appear to be formed of a bright brown glass. 
Upon the whole, as this is not a book, nor a fragment 
of an old illumination, I will say nothing more about 
its age. I was scarcely three quarters of an hour in 
the library ; but was fully sensible of the politeness of 
my attendant, and of the truth of his prediction, that I 
should receive little entertainment from an examina- 
tion of the books. 

It is high time that you should be introduced in 
proper form to the famous Bateux Tapestbt. Know 
then, in as few words as possible, that this celebrated 
piece of Tapestry represents chiefly the Ikvasic»< of 
England by William the Conqueror, and the sub- 
sequent death of Harold at the battle of Hastings. It 
measures about 214 English feet in length, by about 
nineteen inches in width; and is supposed to have been 
worked under the particular sUperintendance and di- 
rection of Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror. It was 

^Diance that the latter edition contains the Uiepia — nheresa in 
the former it is un accountably omitted to be reprinted — which 
h might have been, from varions prerious editions. 
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formerly excluuvely kept and exhibited in the Cathe< 
dral ; but it is now justly retained in the Town Hall, 
and treasured as the most precious relic among the 
archives of the city. There is indeed every reason to 
consider it as one of the most valuable historical monu- 
ments which France possesses. It has also given rise 
to a great deal of archsolo^cal discussion. Mont- 
faucon, Ducarcl, and De La Rue, have come forward 
successively — but more especially the first and last : 
and Montfaucon in particular has favoured the world 
with copper-plate representations of the whole. Mont- 
faucon's plates are generally much too small : and the 
more enlarged ones are too ornamental. It is right, 
first of all, that you should have an idea how tlus piece 
of tapestry is preserved, or rolled up. You see it 
here, therefore, precisely as it appears after the person 
who shews it, takes off the cloth with which it is usually 
covered. 
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The first portion of the needle-wock, representing 
the embasE^ of Harold,' from Edward the Conftisaqc to 
William Duke of Normandy, is comparatively maeh 
defilced — that is to saj*, the stitches are worn away. 
Mid little more than the ground, or fine close tinea 
doth, remains. It is not far from the b^inning — aoA 
where the colour is fresh, and the stitches are, compar 
ratively, preserved — that you ohserve the Postbaix 
OF Harold.* 

You are to understand that the stitches, if they may 
be BO called, are threads laid nde by side— and bound 
. down at intervals l^ cross stitdies, or fastenings — upon 
rather a fine linen cloth ; and that the parts intended 
to represent ^aA are left untouched by the needle. I 
obtained a few straggling shreds of the vsortted with 
which it is worked. The colours are generaQy a faded 
or bluish green, crimson, and pink. About the last 
five feet of this extraordinary roll are inay!etmor« 
decayed and imperfect state than the first portion. 
But the designer of the subject, whoever he was, had 
an eye throughout to Roman art — as it appeared 
in its later stages. The folds of the draperies, and 
the proportions of the figures, are executed with this 
feeling. 

I must ohserve that, both at top and at bottom of 

* This figure b introduced with punuiranti and doj^ : bttt 
great liberties, as a nice eye will readily discern, bave been taken 
by Montfaucon, nben compared with tbe origiDoI — of which the 
fac-aimile, in the previous edition of tbii work, may be pro- 
noDQced to be fexfect. 
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the principal subject, there ia a miming aflegoiical 
onuuoent ;• of which I will not incur the preeumption 
to suppose myself a successful interpreter. The con- 
stellations, and the symbols of agriculture and of rural 
occupation, form the chief subjects of this running 
ornament. All the inscriptions are executed in capital 
letters of about an inch in length ; and upon the whole, 
whether this extraordinary and invaluable relic he of 
the latter end of the xith, or of the be^nning or middle 
of the xiith centuryf seems to me a matter of rather a 

* Something aimflar may be seeii round tlie border of the bap- 
tismal TiBe of Si. Louis, in MStiaVAtttiguUitNathtuilet. A part 
of the bonier in the Tapestry is a representation of subjects from 
£eop'H Fkbles. 

i" Of a monument, which has been prononn ced by ooe of onr 
ablest antitjoariea to be " Taa noblest in the wob'ld hkl&t- 
ISO TO ODB old Enolibb Hibtohi," (See Siuhelt^t Pataog. 
Britm. Number XI. 1746, 4to. p. 2-3) it may be expected that 
lome archaeological discnseion should be here subjoined. Yet I 
am frte to confess tbat, after the essays of Messrs. Oumey, Sto- 
thard, and Amyot, (and more especially Chat of the latter gen- 
fleman) the matter — as to the period of its execution — may be 
considered as well uigh, if not niiolly, at rest. These essays ap- 
pear in the XVlIIth and XlXth volumes of the ArchEeolo|;;ia. The 
Abhi de la Rue contended that this Tapestry was worked in the 
time of the second Uatilda, or the Empress Maud, which would 
bring it to the earlier part of the xiith century. The antiqua- 
ries above mentioned contend, with greater probability, that it is 
a performance of the period nhich it professes to commemorate j 
namely, of the defeat of Harold at the battle of Hastings, and 
consequently of the acquiring of the Crown of Euf^land, by 
conquest, on the part of William. This latter therefore brings 
)t to the period of about 1066, to 10S8— so that, after all, the 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



feecbndary coriBideratiori. Tbat it u at once'umqae 
and important, must be con^dered as a position to be 

diftercDce of opialon is only whether this Tapeetrr be fiftf yean 
older or younger, thui the reapectiye adTocates contend. 

But the most copioua, particular, and in my humble judgment 
the most iitisfactory, digquisition upon the date of tbia ungolar 
hiBtorical raonumeDt, u entitled, " ji Defrace of Ike early Anti- 
quity of the Bayeuif Tapetlry," by Thoma* Amyot, Esq. imine- 
diately following Mr. Stothard's commuDlcatioD, in the work just 
. referred to. It ia at direct issue with all the hypotbeaea of the 
Abb£ de la Rae, and in my opimon the resntta are triumphaiitly 
established. Whether the Normatu or the Englith worked it, ia 
perfectly a secondary consideration. The chief objections, taken 
by the Abb£, against its being a production of the xith century, 
consist in, first, its not being menUoned among the treasurea 
possessed by the Conqueror at his decease ; — secondly, that, if 
the Tapestry were deposited in the church, it must have suffered, 
if not have been annihilated, at the storming of fiayeux and the 
destruction of the Cathedral by fire in the reign of Henry I., A. 
D. 1106: — thirdly, the silence of ^ace upon the subject, — who 
wrote hb metrical histories nearly a century after the Tapestry 
ii supposed to have been executed." The latter is chiefly insisted 
upon by the learned Abb^ ; who, which ever champion come off 
victorious in this archieological warfare, must at any rate receive 
the best thanks of the antiquary for the methodical and erudite 
manner in which he has conducted bis attacks. 

At the first blush it cannot fail to strike us that the Abb^ de U 
Rue's positions are all of a negative character ; and that, accoi^ 
ing to the strict rules of logic, it must not be admitted, that be- 
cause such and such writer? have not noticed a circumstance, 
therefore that circumstance or event cannot have taken place. 
The first two grounds of objection have, I think, been fairly set 
adde by Mr. Amyot. As to the third objection, Mr. A. re- 
marks — "But it seems that Wace has not only nof quoted the 
ti^wstry, but has varied from it in a raaBuer which proves &aX be 
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neither doubted nor denied. I have leftrnt, eveii herc^ 
of what importance this tapestry-roll was considered in 

had never seen it. The inBtancea given of this variation are, 
howerer, a little luifortunatd. The firat of them is very luim- 
portaot, for the difference merely consists in placing a figure at 
the item instead of 'Ax prow of a ship, anil in giving him a bow 
instead of a tnimpet. From an authority quoted by the Abbri 
bimself, it appears that, with regard to this latter fact, the Tapes* 
try was riglit, and Wace waa wrong ; and thus an argument is 
unintentionally furniabed in favour of the superior antiqiuty of 
the Tapestry. The second instance of variation, namely, that 
relating to Taillefer's sword, may be easily dismissed ; since, after 
all, it now appears, from Mr. Stotbard's examination, that neither 
Taillefer nor hia sword b to be found m the Tapestry," &c. Bnt 
it b chieBy from the names of ^LFcrvAand Wadard, inscribed 
over some of the figures, that I apprehend the conclusion in 
Af onr of the Tapestry's being nearly a contemporaneous produc- 
tion, maybe safely drawn. 

It la quite clear that these names belong to persons living whes 
the work waa in progress, or within the recollection of the workers, 
and that they were attached to persons of some particular note 
or celebrity, or rather perhaps of loeal importance. An eye* 
witness, or a contemporary only would have introduced them. 
They would not have lived in the memory of a person, wheUier 
mechanic or historian, who lived a century after the event. No 
antiquary haa yet fairly appropriated these names, and more espe- 
cially the second. It followa therefore that they would not have 
been introduced bad they not been in existence at the time ; and 
in confirmatioo of that of Wadard, it seems that Mr. Henry 
Ellis (Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries) " confirmed Mr. 
Amyot's conjecture on that subject, by the references with which 
he furnished him to Domesdaj/ Book, where his name occurs in no 
less than six counties, as holding lands of large extent under Odo, 
Bishop of Bayeux, the tenant In capite of thoae properties &om 
the crown. That he was not a gwrd or eentintl, as the Ahbi de 
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the time of Bonaparte's threatened inTarion of our 
country : and that, after displaying it at Paris for two 
or three months, to awaken the curiogity and excite 

U Rue supposes, but th&t he held an office of rank in the house- 
hold of either William or Odo, seems dott decided beyond » 
doubt" Hr. Am^oi thus spiritedly coDcludes: — oUudiogtodis 
successful coinpletion of Mr. Stothud')! copy of the eulire origi- 
nal roll — " Yet if the Baybbx Tapebtby tie Dot history of the 
first class, it ia perhaps something better. It exhibits general 
traiu, elsewhere sought in vftin, of the costume end maoDers of 
that age, which, of all others, if we except the period of the Re- 
formation, oug-ht to be the most interesting' to us ; — that aRe, 
which gave ua a new race of inonarchs, bringing with them new 
landholders, new lawa, and almost a new language." 

Mr. Am^ot has subjoined a specimen of his own poetical 
powers in describing " the Minstrel TaiUiKFEb's achieTementa," 
in the battle of Haitiogs, from the old Norman lays of Gaimah 
and Wace. I can only find room for the first few verses. The 
poem is entitled. 

The Onskt of TailiiEfer. 
Foremost in the bands of France, 
Arm'd with hanberk and with lance. 
And helmet glittering in the air. 
As if a warrior knight he were, 
Rush'd forth the Minstrel Taiu,sfbb 
Borne on hb courser swift and strong, 

He gajiy bounded o'er the plain. 
And raised the heart-inspiring song 
(Loud echoed by the warlike throng) 

Of Roland and of Charlemagne, 
Of Oliver, brave peer of old. 

Untaught to fly, unknown to yield. 
And many a Knight and Vassal bold. 
Whose hallowed blood, in crimson flood. 
Dyed Rowevalle'i field. 
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the love of conquest among the citizens, it was ctm- 
yeyed to one or two sea-part towns, and exhibited 
Dpon the Btage aa a most important materiel in dra- 
matic eflfect.* 

I think you have now had a ptetty good share of 
Bayeux intelligence ; only that I ought not to close my 
despatches without a word or two relating to habits, 
manners, trade, and population. Thu will scarcely 
occupy a page. The men and women here are tbo- 
roughly Norman, Stout bodies, plump countenanoes, 
wooden shoes, and the cauchoise — even to exceed- 
ingly tall copies of the latter ! The population may 
run hard upon ten thousand. The chief articles of 
commerce are butter and lace. Of the former, there 
are two sorts : one, delicate and well flavoured, ia 
made during winter and spring; put up into small 
pots, and carried Irom hence in huge paniers, not only 
to all the immediately adjacent parts of the country, 
but even to Paris — and is shipped in large quantitieB 
for the coloiues. They hare made as much a> 
ISOjOOOlb. weight each season; but Istgny, a neigh- 
bouring Tillage, is rather the chief place for its pro- 
duction. The otber sort of butter, which is eaten by 

* M. Deuon told me, iti one of my viiits to him «t Paris, that 
by the commands of Bonaparte, he wbb charfced with the custody 
of tUs Tapestry for three months : that it was displayed in das 
form and ceremony in the Museum j and that after ha?ing taken 
a hasty sketch of it, (which he admitted could not be considered 
as very faithful) he returned it to Bayeux — as it was considered to 
be the peculiar property of that place. 
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the common people, and which in fact ia made through- 
out the whole of Lower Normandy, (the very butter, 
in short, in which the huge iilote was floating in the 
pot of the lively cuisiniere at Duclair*) is also chiefly 
made at laigny ; but instead of a delicate dnt, and a 
fine flavour, it is very much the contrary : and the 
mode of making and transporting it accords with its 
qualities. It is salted, and packed in large pots, and 
even barrels, for the sake of exportation ; and not less 
than 50,0001b. weight is made each week. The whole 
profit arising from butter has been estimated at not 
less than two millions of firancs : add to which, the 
circulation of specie kept up by the payment of the 
workmen, and the purchase of salt As to laee, there 
are scarcely fewer than three thousand females con- 
stantiy employed in tiie manufacture of that article. 

The mechanics here, at least some ' of tbem, are 
equally civil and ingeoioas. In a shop, in the high or 
principal street, I saw an active carpenter, who had 
lost the fore finger of his right hand, hard at work — 
alternately whistling and singing — over a pretty piece 
of ornamental furniture in wood. It was the full face 
of a female, with closely curled hair over the forehead, 
surmounted by a wreath of flowers, having side curls, 
necklace, and platted hair. The whole was carved in 
beech, and the form and expression of the countenance 
were equally correct and pleasing. This merry fellow 
had a man or two under him, but he worked double 
* See p. 109 ante. 
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tides, compared with his dependants. I interrupted 

him singing a French fur, perfectly characteristic of the 
taste of his country. The title and song were thus : 

TOUJOURS. 

ToujovRB, toujoura, je te aeru fiddle ; 

Disut Adolphe it chaque instant du jour i 

Toujours, toujourg je t'lumenu, ma belle, 

Je veux le dire aus £cho3 d'alentour; 

Je grererai cur VicoTix d'un hStre, 

Ce daax termeat que le dieu des amoun, 

Vient me dieter, en me faiaant conoaltre ; 

Que mon bonheur est de t'aimer toujoura. Bi*. 

Toujonra, toDJonre, lui i^pondit Adde, 
Tu tigatras dans le fond de mon cceuT; 
Toujours, toujoura, corame une tourterelle, 
Je prometa bien t'aimer avec ardeur ; 
Je peBBe ii toi quaod le soleil ae Ifere, 
J'j pease encore k la fin de son courBi 
Dans le sommeil si quelquef ois je re?ei . 
C'estau bonheur de te cbfirir toujours. 

He was a carver on wainscoat wood : and if I would 
give myself " la peine d'entrer," he would shew me all 
sorts of curiosities. I secured a favourable reception, 
hy purchasing the little ornament upon which he was 
at work — for a napoleon. I followed the nimble me- 
chanic ((3-devant a soldier in Bonaparte's campaigns, 
from whence he dated the loss of his finger) through a 
variety of intricate passages below and up stairs ; and 
saw, above, several excellently well finished pieces of 
furniture, for drawers or clothes-presses, in wainscoat 
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wood : — the otitsides of which were cturved sonetiined 
with clustered roees, surrounding a pair of fond doves ; 
or with representations of Cupids, sheep, bows and 
arrows, and the various emblemata of the tender pas- 
(don. They would have reminded you of the old 
pieces of ftimiture which you found in your grandfa- 
ther's mansion, upon taking possession of your estate: 
and indeed are of themselves no despicable oma- 
ments in their way. I was asked &bm eight to twelve 
napoleons for one of these pieces of massive and ela- 
borately carved fiu-nituie, some six or seven feet in 
height. 

In all other respects, this is a town deserving of 
greater antiquarian research than appears to have been 
bestowed upon it ; and I cannot help thinking that its 
ancient ecclesiastical history is mere interesfing than is 
generally imagined. In former days the discipline and 
influence of its See seem to have been felt and acknow- 
ledged throughout nearly the whole of Normandy. 
Adieu. In imagination, the spires of CduTANCba Ca- 
thedral begin to peep in the horizon. 
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BAYEUZ TO COVTAHCES. ST. LO. THE CATHEDBAI. OF 
COUTANCES. ENVIRONS. AQUEDUCT. MARKET-DAY. 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. ESTABLISH BIENT FOR THE CLERGY. 

I SEND yoQ this despatch close to the very Cathe* 
dral, whose spires, while yet at Bayeux, were already 
glimmering in the horizon of my imagination. The 
journey hither has been in every respect the most 
beautiful and interesting that I have experienced on 
this side the Seine. I have seen something like undu* 
lating pasture-lands, wooded hills, meandering stceams, 
and well-peopled villages; and an lur of gaiety and 
cheerfulness, as well as the charm of picturesque 
beauty, has accompanied me from one cathedral to 
the other, 

I left the H6lel de Luxembowg, at Bayeux, in a 
hired cabriolet with a pair of horses, about five in tlic 
aftemomi, pushing on, at a smart trot, for St. Lo; 
which latter place I entered by moon-ligbt. The i^d, 
us Qsual, was broad and bold, and at times undulating i 
fianked by beech, elm, and fir. As I just observed to 
you, I entered St. Lo by moon-Ught: the double 
towers of the g^eat cathedral-like looking church hay- 
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ing a grand and eren Tomantic effect on approaching 
the town. An old castle, or rather a mere round-tower 
relic of one, appeared to the left, upon entering it. 
Passing the porch, or west end of the church, some- 
tintes descending, at others ascen<Ung — midst close 
streets and overhanging roofs of houses, which cast a 
deep and solemn shadow, so as to shut out the moon 
beams for several hundred yards — and pursuing a wind- 
ing route, I at length stopped at the door of the prin- 
cipal hdtel — au Grand Cog ! I laughed heartily when 
I heard its name ; for with the strictest adherence to 
truth the adjecHve ought to have been petit ! 

However, the beds seemed to be in good order, and 
the cofi^, with which I was quickly served, proved to 
be excellent. I strolled out, on a reconnoutance, about 
half-past nine ; but owing to the deep shadows from 
the moon, arising from the narrowness of the streets, 
I could make out nothing sadsfactory of the locale. 
The church, however, promised a rich treat on the 
morrow. As soon as the morrow came, I betook my- 
self to the church. It was Sunday morning. The 
square, before the west front of the church, was the 
rendezvous both of townsmen and countryfolks : but 
what was my astonishment on observing in one comet 
of it, a quack doctor vending powder for the effectual 
poUaAing of metal*. He had just beaten his drum, in 
order to collect his audience ; and having got a good 
assemblage, was fiill of the virtues of his wares — which 
were pronounced to be also " equally efficacious for 
complaints in the stomach .' " 
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■ This man had been preceded, in the situation which 
he occupied, by a rival charlatan, on horseback, with 
powders to kill rat». The latter stood upon the same 
eminence, wearing a hat, jacket, and trowsers/all white 
— upon which were painted bluci ratt of every aaa 
and desolation ; and in his harangue to the populace 
he took care to tell them that the rats, painted upon 
his dress, were exact portraits of those which had been 
destroyed by means of his powders ! ThU, too, on a 
Sunday moming. But remember Dieppe.* 

Having' despatched my breakfast, I proceeded to 
survey the church, from which the town takes its name. 
First, for the exterior. The attached towers demand 
attention and admiration. They are so slightly attached 
as to be almost separated from the body or nave; 
forming something of that particular character which 
obtfuns more decidedly at the cathedral of Coutances. 
I am not sure whether thb portion of the church at 
St. Lo be not preferable, on the score of regularity 
and delicacy, to the similar portion at this latter place. 
The west front is indeed its chief beauty of exterior 
attraction ; and it was once rendered doubly interest- 
ing by a profusion of alto-rilievo statues, which disap' 
peared during the commotions of the revolution. You 
ascend rather a lofty flight of steps to this entrance ; 
and into which the whole town seemed to be pouring 
the full tide of its population. I sufiered myself to be 
carried away along with the rest, and almost startled 
* Sm page 13 ante- 
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as I entered the nave.* To the left, is a hwriUy- 
painted statue of the Virgin, with the child in her 
anni. The countenance is even as ugly, old, and 
repuUiTit as the colouring is most deepicable. I never 
•aw such a daub : and what emotions, connected witb 
tenderness of feeling, or ardour of devotion, can Uie 
eontemplation of such an object excite ? Surely the 
parish must hare lost its wits, as well as its taste, to 
endure such a monstrous exhibition of art. 

As I advanced towards the choir, I took espeinal 
notice of the very singular, and in my opinion very 
ugly, formation both of the pillars and arches which 
sustiun the roof. These pillars have no capitaU, and 
the arch springs from them in the most abrupt manner. 
The areh itself is also very short jmd sharp pointed ; 
Kke the tops of lancet windows. This mode obtains 
pretty generally here ; but it should be noted that, in 
the right side aisle, the pillars have capitab. Tliere is 
something unusual also iu the row of pillars which 
spring up, flanking the choir, half way between the 
walls of the choir and the outward wall of the church. 
Nor am I sure that, destitute of a graceful, superadded 
arch, such massive perpendicular lines have either 
meaning or effect. Whether St. Lo were the jSrrf 
church upon which the architect, who built both thai 
and the cathedral at Coutances, tried his talents — or 
whether, indeed, both churches be the effort of the 

* Mr. Cotman l>aa a view of tlua cburcb, in bis work on Nor- 
mudy. 
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Bome hatid — I cannot pretend to determine ; but, both 
outwardly and inwardly, these two churches/hare a, 
strong resemblance to each other. Like many other; 
similar buildings in France,'tbe church of St. Lo ii 
closely blocked up by surrounding houses.. 

I prepared to leave St. Lo about mid-day, after 
agreeing for a large heavy machine, with a stout pair 
of horses, to conduct me to this place. There are 
Boine curious old houses near the inn, with exterior 
omamentB like those of the xTith century in our own 
country. But on quitting the town, in the road to 
Coutances, — after you come to what are called the old 
castle walls, on passing the outer gate — ^your eye is 
struck by rather an extraordinary combination of ob- 
jects. The town itself seems to be built upon a rock. 
Above, below, every thing appears like huge scales of 
iron ; while, at the bottom, in a sei'pentine direction, 
runs the peaceful and fnutful river Aure.* The coun- 
try immediately around aboimds in verdant pasture, 

' I suspect that tUe " peaceful" w&ters of this BtreEiin were fre- 
quently died with the blood of Hugonota and Roman Catholics 
during the fierce contests between Montgohebt and Matignov, 
towarda the latter half of the aixteeDth century. At that period 
St. Lo was one of the stroDg«Bt towns in the Boc^e % and the 
very pass ahore described, waa the avenue by which the soldiers 
of the capita, just mentioned, alternately advanced and retreated 
ia their respective attachs upon St. Lo : which at length sur- 
rendered to the victorioos aimy of the latter ; the leader of the 
Catholics. Skouim : Httloire Mililaire det Bocmai ; p. 340-384i. 
1816, l2mo. 
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and InxuriEmtly wooded heights. Upon the whole, oar 
BorUe &om St. Lo, heneath a bright blue sky and a 
meridian bud, was extremely cheerful and gratifying. 

A hard road (but bold and broad, as usual) soon 
convinced me of the uncomfortableness of the con- 
veyance ; which, though roomy, and of rather respect- 
able appearance, wanted springs : hut the increa»ng 
beauty of the country kept my attention perfectly occu- 
pied, till the beaudf\il cathedral of Coutances caught 
my notice, on an elevated ground, to the left. The 
ntuation is truly striking, gaze from what quarter you 
wilL From that of St. Lo, the immediate approach to 
the town is rendered very interesting from the broad 
route roycUe, hned with birch, hazel, and beech. The 
delicacy, or perhaps the peculiarity of the western 
towers of the cathedral, struck me as singularly pictu- 
resque ; while the whole landscape was warmed by the 
full effulgence of an unclouded sun, and animated by 
^e increasing numbers and activity of the pat/aannes 
and bourgeoiseg nungling in their sabbath-walks. Their 
bright dark blues and erimsons were put on upon the 
occasion ; and nought but peace, tranquillity, and fruit- 
ftilness seemed to prevail on all aides. It was a scene 
wherdn you might have placed Arcadian shepherds — 
worthy of being copied by the pencil of Claude. 

We entered the town at a sharp trot. The posti- 
lion, flourishing his whip, and causing its sound to 
re-echo through the principal street, upon an ascent, 
drove to die chief inn, the Hdtel d^Angleterre, vrithin 
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about one hundred yarda of the cathedral. Yespexs 
were just over ; and I shall not readily forget the rush 
and swarm of the clergy who were pouring out, from 
the north door, and covering the street with one exten- 
sive black mass. There could not have been fewer 
than two hundred young Ecclesiastics — thus retumiog 
irom vespers to their respective homes; or rather to 
the College, or great clerical establishment, in the 
neighbourhood. This College, which has suffered 
from violence and neglect, through the revolution and 
Bonaparte's dynasty, is now beginning to raise its 
head in a very distinguished and commanding manner. 
It was a singular sight— to see such a crowd of young 
men, wearing cocked hats, black robes, and black bands 
with white edging ! The women were all out in the 
streets ; sitting before their doors, or qiuetly loun^ng 
or walking. The afternoon was indeed unusually 
serene. 

I ordered a late dinner, and set out for the cathe- 
dral. It was impossible to visit it at a more fevorable 
moment. The congregation had departed ; and a fine 
warm sun darted its rays in every surroiuiding direc- 
tion. As I looked around, I could not fail to be struck 
with the singular arrangement of the columns round 
the choir : or rather of the double aisle between the 
choir and the walls, as at St. Lo ; but here yet more 
distinctly marked. For a wonder, an unpainted Vir- 
gin and child in Our Lady's chapel, behind the choir ! 
There is nothing, I think, in the interior of tfais church 
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that merits particular notice and conunendation, except 
it be some beautifully-stuned glass windows ; with the 
arms, however, of certain noble families, and the regal 
arms (as ait Bayeux) obliterated. There is a deep well 
in the north transept, to supply the town with water 
in case of fire. The pulpit is large and handsome ; 
but not so magnificent as that at Bayeux. The organ 
is ^comparatively small. Perhaps the thirteenth cen- 
tury is a period sufficiently remote to assign for the 
completion of the interior of this church, for I cannot 
subscribe to the hypothesis of the Abbe de la Rue, 
that this edifice was probably erected by Tancred 
King of Sicily at the end of the eleventh, or at the 
beginning of the twelfUi century. 

The exterior of this Church is indeed its chief at- 
traction.* Unquestionably the style of architecture 
is very peculiar, and' does not, as far as I know, extend 
beyond St. Lo, in Normandy. My great object was 
to mount upon the roof of the central tower, which' is 
octagonal, containing fine lofty lancet windows, and 
commanding from its summit a magnificent panorama.- 
Another story, one half the height of the present erec- 
tion from the roof of the nave, would put a glorious 
finish to the central tower of Notre Dame at Cou- 
T&NCEs, As I ascended this central tower, I digressed 
occasionally into the lateral galleries along the aisles. 

• The reader will be donbtless gratified by tbe artbt-like view 
of dui cftthedral, by Mr. Cotman, in hie Arehiteetwal AntiquUiet 
^Normandy. 
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-To look down, was aomawhat terrific ; but who could 
help bewailing the' wretched, rotten, green>tinted ap- 
pearance of the roof of the north aisle ? — which arose 
here, as at Bayeux, from its being stripped of the lead 
(during the Revolution) to make bullets — and from the 
rain's penetrating the interior in consequence. As I 
continued to ascend, I looked through the apertures 
to notice the fine formation and almost magical erec- 
tion of the lancet windows of the western towers : and 
the higher I mounted, the more .foeautiful and magical 
seemed to' be that portion of the building. At length 
I reached the summit ; and concentrating myself a little, 
gazed around. 

The new was lovely beyond measure. Coutances 
lies withiti foiir miles of the sea, so that to the west 
and south there appeared an immense expanse of 
ocean. On the opposite points was an extenure 
landscape, well-wooded, undulating, rich, and thickly 
studded with farm-houaes. Jersey appeared to the 
north-west, quite encircled by the sea ; and nearly to 
the south stood out the bold insulated little rock of 
Grantille, defying the eternal washing of the wave. 
Such a view is perhaps no where else to be seen in 
Normandy ; cert^ly not firom any ecclesiastical edi- 
fice with which I am acquunted. The sun was now 
declining apace, which gave a wanner glow to the 
ocean, and a richer hue to the landscape. It is impos- 
sible to particularize. All was exquisitely refreshing 
and joyous. The heart beats with a fuller pulsation 
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as the eye darte over such an expansive and exhilarat- 
ing scene ! Spring was now clad in her deepest-co- 
loured vesture : and a prospect of a fine summer and 
an abundant harvest infused additional delight into the 
beholder. Immediately below, stood the insulated and 
respectable mansion or Palace of the Bishop ; in the 
midst of a formal garden— begirt with yet more for- 
mally dipt hedges. As the Prelate bore a good cha- 
racter, I took a pleasure in gazing upon the roof which 
contained an inhabitant capable of administering so 
much good to the community. In short, I shall alwaya 
remember the view from the top of the central tower 
of the cathedral of Coutances \ 

I quitted such a spot with reluctance ; but time was 
flying away, and the patience of the cuisinier at the 
Hotel d'Angleterre had already been put somewhat to 
the test. In twenty minutes I sat down to my dinner, 
in a bed-room, of which the furniture was chiefly of 
green silk. The females, even in the humblest walks, 
have generally fine names ; and Vtctorina was that of 
the £lle de chambre at the Hotel d^Angleterre. After 
dinner I w^ed upon what may be called the heights 
of Coutances; and a more delightful evening's walk I 
never enjoyed. The women of every description — 
ladies, housekeepers, and servant maids~were all 
abroad ; either sitting upon benches, or standing In 
gossiping groups, or straying in friendly pairs. The 
comeliness of the women was remarkable ; a certun 
freshness of tint, and prevalence of the embonpoint. 
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reminded me of those of our own countr; ; and among 
the latter, I startled — as I gazed upon a countenance 
which afforded but too vivid a leBemblance to that of 
a deceased relation ! Certainly the Norman women are 
no where more comely and interesting than they are at 
Coutances. 

The immediate environs of this place are beautiful 
and interesting : visit them in what duredion you 
please. But there is nothing which so immediately 
strikes you as the remains of an anciettt Aqueduct ; 
gothicised at the hiUier end, hut with three or four 
circular arches at the further extremity, where it springs 
irom the opposite banks. Fine as was yesterday, this 
day has not been inferior to it. I was of course glad 
of an opportunity of visiting the market, and of mii^- 
gling with the country people. The boulevards afforded 
an opportunity of accomplishing both these objects. 
Com is a great article of trade ; and they have noble 
granaries for depositing it. Apparently there is a 
great confiux of people, and much business stirring. I 
quickly perceived, in the midst of this ever-moving 
tiirong, my old friend tiie vender of rat-destroying 
powders — ^busied in the exercise of his calling, and 
covered with his usual vestment of white, spotted or 
punted with black rats. He found plenty of hearers 
and plenty of purchasers. All was animation and 
bustle. In the midst of it, a man came forward to the 
edge of a bank — ^below which a great concourse was 
aaeembled. He beat a drum, to announce that a 
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' packet boat would siul to Jene; in the coQrse' of the 
afternoon ; hut the people seemed too intent upon 
iheir occupationi and garohols to attend to huo. I sat 
upon » bench and read one of the little chap books — 
Richard tan* peur — which I had purchaaed the same 
morning. 

While absorbed in reflections upon the heteroge- 
neous scene before me — and wishing for some of my 
dearest fnends in England to be also spectators of it 
. — the notes of an hand-organ more and more dbtinctly 
stole upon my ear. They were solt, and even pleasing 
notes. On looking round, I observed that the musi- 
cian preceded a person, who carried aloft a Virgin, 
with the infant Jesus, in wax ; and who, under such a 
Mgn, exhorted the multitude to approach and buy his 
book-wares. I trust I was too thorough-bred a Rox- 
burgher to remain quiet on the bench : and accord- 
ingly starting up, and extending two sous, I became 
the fortunate purchaser of a little chap article — of 
which my fiiend Beknardo will for ever, I fear, envy 
me the possession! The vender of the tome sang 
through his nose, as the organ warbled the following 



■N L'HONMBUa DU TKSS-aAlNT S, 

Qm eti empoti dam la grande Eglite cathMrale de St. Pierre et 
St. Paul de Rome, pour bnplorer la mitAicvrde de Dieu. 
Air : du Theodore FVangais. 
Affrochez-vovs, Cbr^tieoe fidUet, 
AGd d'entendre reciter i 
Ecoutez touB arec nn grand zhk, 
Arec ferreur et pUt^, 
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Le T(Bu qne nous btoub &it, 
D'oUer tai grand Saint Jacques ; 
Grace & Dieu Doua I'avons accompli. 
Pour I'amour de J&us Christ. 
Dieu cr^ le ciel et la terre, 
Les BStTCS et le firmament ; 
II fit 1b brillante lumifere. 
Ainsi que toua lea antres ^l^ens. 
n a tai tout iu n^ant, 
Ce qui respire sur la terre : 
RendoDs hommage & la grondeur 
De notre divin Cr&kteur. 

■ • Tous les jonra la malice augmente, II y a tr&a-peu de reli- 
gioD ; Lajeunesse eat trop petulante, Les enfsm jureot le saint 
Nom. Et comment a'tionueroil-oa Si tant de fl£aux nous tour- 
meateot i Et u I'oa roit tant de malheuH, C'est Dieu qui puuit lea 
p^heura. 

Souvent on aaaiate i I'Office, C'est comme une mani^ d'ac- 
quit. Sans penaer &u saint Sacrifice, Ou s'est immoli Jeaus- 
Christ.. On parle avec les amig, De ses affiures temporelles. Sans 
faire aucune attention Aux myatbrea de la religion. 

R^fl&hissez bien, p^B et mbrea, Sur ces morales et T&it& : 
C'eat la loi de Dieu notre Phre; C'eat lui qui noua lea a dict^es : 
U fant leg anivre et les pratiquer, Tant que nous serona anf la 
terre, N'oublions point qu'aprb la mort, Nos aroes existeront 



The day was be^ning to wear away feat, and I had 
not yet accomplished the favourite and indispensable 
object of Tifflting the Public Library. I made two 
unsuccesafiil attempts ; but the third was fortunate. ' 

• It cannot fMl to be noticed that the following aentencea are 
in feet rhuming verte, though printed proae-wise. 
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I had no letter of introduction, and every body was 
busied in receiving the viuts of their country friends. 
I was much indebted to the polite attention of a stran- 
ger : who accompanied me to the home of the public 
hbrarian, his friend, who, not being at home, under- 
took the office of shewing me the books. The room 
in which they are contiuned — ^wholly detached — and 
indeed at a considerable distance from the cathedral — 
is about sixty English feet long, low, and rather nar- 
row. It is absolutely crammed with books, in the most 
shameful state of confusion. I saw, for the first time 
in Normandy, and with absolute gladness of heart, a 
copy of the Compbitensian Polyglot Bible ; of which 
the four latter volumes, in vellum binding, were tall 
and good : the eaiUer ones, in calf, not so deaj'able. 
For the first time too, since treading Norman soil, I 
saw a tolerably good sprinkle of Italian books. But 
the collection stands in dreadful need of weeding. In- 
deed, this observation may apply to the greater num- 
ber of public collections throughout Normandy. I 
thanked my attendant for his patient and truly friendly 
attention, and took my leave. 

In my way homewards, I stopped at M. Joubert's, 
the principal bookseller, and " beat about the bush" for 
bibliographical game. But my pursuit was not crowned 
vrith success. M. J. told me, in reply to black-letter 
enquiries, tbat a Monsieur A****, a stout burly man, 
whom he called " un gros papa" — was in the habit of 
paying yearly Tisits iiom Jersey, for the acqui»tion of 
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the same black-letter treasures; and that he swept 
away every thing in the shape of an ancient and equi- 
vocal volume, in his annual rounds. I leamt pretty 
nearly the same thing &om Manoury at Caen. M. 
Jouhert is a very sensible and respectable man ; and is 
not only " Seul Imprimeur de Monseigneur FEvigue" 
(FiEBBB Dufomt-Fouksat), but is in fact almost the 
<miy bookseller worth consulting in the place, I bought 
of bim a copy of the Livre d'EgUse ou Nouveau 
Paroigaien a (usage du Diocise de Coutancet, or the 
common prayer book of the diocese. It is a very thick 
duodedmo, of 700 double columned pages, printed io 
a clear, new, and extremely legible character, upon 
paper of sufficiently good texture. It was bound in 
sheepskin, and I gave only thirty sous for it new. How 
it can he published at such a price, is beyond my con- 
ception. M. Joubert told me that the compositor or 
workman received 90 francs for setHng up S6 pages, 
and that the paper was IS francs per ream. In ovx 
own country, such prices would be at least doubled. 
It is impossible not to be struck here with the great 
number of yodno ecclesiastics. In abort, the estab- 
lishment now erecting for them, will contain, when 
completed, (according to report) not fewer than four 
hundred. It is also impossible not to be struck with 
the extreme simphcity of their manners and deport- 
ment. They converse with apparent familiarity with 
the very humblest of their flock : and seem, from the 
highest to the lowest, to be cordially received. They 
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are indifferent as to personal appearance. One young 
man carries a bundle of linen to his laundieBE, along 
the streets : another carries a round hat in his hand, 
having a cocked one upon his head : a kitchen uteofeil 
is seen in the hand of a third, and a chiur, or small 
table, in that of » fourth. As these ClergTinen pass, 
they are repeatedly saluted. Till the pnncipal building 
be finished, many of them are scattered about the town, 
living quite in the upper stories. In short. It is the 
profession, rather than the particular candidate, which 
seems to claim the respectfiil attention of the towns- 
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LETTER XVII. 

JOUBNET TO GRANVILLE. GRANVILLE. TILLB DIEU. 
ST. SEVER. TOWN AND CASTLB OF VIRE. 

Vtre. 

Since my Ust, I have been as much gratified by the 
channs of nature and of art, as during any one period 
of my tour. Prepare, therefore, for miscellaneous 
intelligence; but such as, I will make bold to predict 
camiot fail to afford you considerable gratification. 
Normandy is doubtless a glorious country. It is fruit- 
ful in its soil, picturesque in the disposition of its land 
and water, and rich in Che architectural relics of" the 
olden time." It is also more than ordinarily interesting 
to an Englishman. Here, in the very town whence. I 
transmit this despatch^— within two hundred and fifty 
yards of the hotel of the Cheval Blanc, which just 
now encloses me within its granite walls — h^e, I say, 
lived and revelled the illustrious family of the Db 
Teres.* Heiice William the Conqueror took the 
famous Aubrey db Verb to be a spectator of bis 

* The reader will find the fullest par^ulars relating to this 
once-distlngiushed family, in Halttead't Genealogical Metnoiri of 
Noble Familiet, SfO. : a book, it is true, of extreme acarcity Id 
lieu of it let him cooiult CoUM* Noble Familiet. 
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prowess, and a sharer of hU spoils, in bis decisive sub- 
jugation of our own country. It is from this place that 
the De Veres derive their name. Their once-proud 
castle yet towers above the rushing rivulet below, 
which turns a hundred mills in its course: but the 
warder's bom has long ceased to be heard, and the 
ramparts are levelled with the solid rock with which 
they were once, as it were, identified. 

I left Coutancea with something approaching to re- 
hictance ; so completely atiglicued seemed to be the 
scenery and inhabitants. The evening was beautiftil 
in the extreme : and upon gmning the height of one 
of the opposite hills, within about half a league of the 
town, on the high Granville route, I alighted — walked, 
stopped, and gazed, alternately, upon the lovely land- 
scape around — the cathedral, in the mean time, becom- 
ing of one entire golden tint from the radiance of the 
setting sun. It was hardly possible to view a more 
perfect picture of its kind ; and it served as a just 
counterpart to the more expansive scene which I had 
contemplated, but die preceding evening, trom the 
heights of that same cathedral. The conducteur of 
the Diligence rousing me from my rapturous abstrac- 
tion, I remounted, and descended into a valley ; and 
ere the gucceedmg height was guned, a Winter light 
floated over the distant landscape . . . and every object 
reminded me of the accuracy of those exquisite lines 
of Collins— descriptive of the approach of evening's 
. . . gradual, dasky veO. 
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For the first time, I had to do with a drunken con- 
ducteur. Luckily the road was broad, and in the 
finest possible condition, and perfectly well known to 
the horses. Every turning was successfully made ; and 
the feai of upsetting began to give way to the annoy- 
ance experienced from the roaring and shouting of the 
cooducteur. It was almost dark when I reached 
Gb&nville — about twelve miles from Coutances; 
when I learnt that the horses had run six miles before 
they started with us. On entering the town, the road 
was absolutely soUd rock: and considering what a 
house we carried behind as (for so the body of Uie 
diligence seemed) and the uncertun footing of the 
horses, in consequence of the rocky surface of the road, 
I apprehended the most sinister result. Luckily it waa 
moon-light ; when, approaching one of the sorriest 
looking inns imagbable, whither our conducteur (in 
spite of the better instructions of the landlord of the 
H6tel d'Angleterre at Coutances) had persuaded us to 
go, the passengers alighted with thankful hearts, and 
bespoke supper and beds. 

Granville is fortified on the land side by a deep 
ravine, which renders an approach from thence almost 
impracticable. On every other side it is defended by 
the ocean, into which the town seems to have dropt 
perpendicularly from the clouds. At high water, 
Granville cannot be approached, even by transports, 
nearer than within two-thirds of a league ; and of 
course at low water it is surrounded by an extent of 
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sharply pcnnted rock and chalk: impenetrable — ter- 
rific — and preBenting both cettun feihire and destruc- 
tion to the ftsaulants. It is a Gibraltar in hihia- 
TVRE. The English sharply cannonaded it a few 
years since, but it was only a political direruon. No 
landing was attempted. In the time of the civil wars, 
and more particularly in those of the League, Gran* 
Tille, however, had its share of misery. It is now a 
quiet, dull, dreary, place ; to be visited only for the 
sake of the view from thence, looking towards St. Malo, 
and Mont St. Michel ; the latter of which I give up — 
as an hopeless object of attainment. Granville is in 
fact built upon rock ;* and the houses and the only 
two churches are entirely constructed of granite. The 
. principal church (I think it was the principal) is rather 
pretty within, as to its construction ; but the decidedly 
gloomy e£fect given to it by the tint of the granite — . 
the pillars being composed of that substance — renders 
it disagreeable to the eye. I saw several confessiooals ; 
and in one of them, the office of confession was being 
performed by a priest, who attended to two penitents 
at the same time ; but whose physiognomy was so 

■ [Mons. Licquet tells ua, that in 1439, 9. Seigneur of Orato^ 
ceded the rock of Granville to an Engtigb Nobleman, on the day 
of St. John the Bsptist, on receiying the homage of « hat. of red 
roses. The Nobleman intended to build a town there; but 
Henry VI. dispossessed him of it, and built fortificatioDS in 1440. 
Chorlea VII. in turn, dispoBsesBed Henry ; but the additional 
fortifications which he built vere demolished by order of Loiiii 
XIV. &c.] 
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repulsively frightful, tliat I could not help concluding 
he was listening to a tale which he was by no means 
prepared toj^ceive. 

An hour's examination of the town thoroughly satis' 
fied me. There was no public conveyance to Vire, 
whither I intended immediately departing, and so I 
hired a voiture to be drawn by one sturdy Norman 
horse. To a question about springe, the conducteur 
replied that I should find every thmg " tr&s propre." 
Having paid the reckoning, I set my face towards Vire. 
The day, for the season of the year, turned out to be 
gloomy and cold beyond measure : and the wind (to 
Uie east) was directly in my face. Nevertheless the 
road was one of the finest that I had seen in France^ 
for breadth and general soundness of condition. It 
had all the characteristics, in breadth and straitness, of 
a Koman route ; and as it was greatly undulating, 
I had firequently some gratifying glimpses of its bold' 
direction. The surrounding couiitry was of a quietly 
picturesque but fruitful aspect ; and had my seat been 
comfortable, or after the fashion of those in my own 
country, my sensations had been more agreeable. But 
in truth, instead of springs, or any thing approximat- 
ing to " tres propre," I had to encounter a handplaui,- 
suspended at the extremities, by a piece of leather, to 
the sides ; and as the road waa but too well bottomed, 
and the conveyance was open, in front to the bitter 
blast of the east, I can hardly describe (as I shall never 
forget) the misery of this conveyance. 

vol. I. T 
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Fortunately the first stage waa Ville Dieu, Here I 
ordered a voituxe luid post horses : but the master of 
the Foste Royale, or rather of the inn, shook his head 
— " Pour les chevaux, tous en aurez des meiUeurs: 
roais, pour la voiture il n'y en a pas. Tenez, Mon- 
sieur ; Tenez Toir." I followed, with miserable fore* 
bodings — and entering a^ shed, where stood an old 
tumble-down-Iooking phaeton — " la Toils, c'est laseule 
que je possede en ce moment" — exclaimed the land- 
brd. It had nerer stirred from its posititm since the 
&U of last years' Iea& It had been — within and with- 
out—the roosting place for fowls and other of the fea- 
tiiered tribe in the farm yard ; and although hterally 
covered with the evidencea of such long and undis- 
turbed possession, yet, as there was no appearance of 
rain, and as I discovered the wished for " rettortt" (or 
tprmgs) I compr(»nised for the repulsiveness of the 
exterior, and declared my intention of taking it 
onward. Water, brooms, hrushea, and cloths, were 
quickly put in requisition ; and two stately and trell 
fed horses, which threatened to fly away with this 
slender machine, being fastened on, I absohitely darted 
forward at a round rattling gallop for St. Sever. Bles- 
ungs ever wait upon the memory of that artisan who 
invented . . . gprings ! 

The postilion had the perfect command of his 
horses, and he galloped, or trotted, or ambled, as his 
fancy — or rather our wishes — directed. The approach 
to our halting place was rather imposing. What 
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seemed to be a monastery, or church, at St. Sever, 
had quite the appearance of Moorish architecture ; 
and indeed as I had occasional glimpses of it through 
the trees, the effect was exceedingly picturesque. This ' 
posting town is in truth very delightfully situated. 
While the horses were being changed, I made our way 
for the monastery ; which I found to be in a state 
rather of dilapidation than of ruin. It had, indeed, a 
wretched aspect. I entered the chape], and saw lying, 
transversely upon a desk, to the left — a very clean, 
large paper, and uncut copy of the folio Rouen Mitsal 
of I7S9. £very thing about this deserted and decay- 
ing spot bad a melancholy appearance ; but the aui- 
rounding country was rich, wooded, and picturesque. 
In former days of prosperity — such as St. Sever bad 
seen before the Revolution — there had been guety, 
abundance, and happiness. It was now a perfect con- 
trast to such a state. 

On returning to the " Potte Royale" I found two 
fi:esh lusty horses to our voiture — but the postilion had 
sent a boy into the field to catch a third. Wherefore 
was this l The tarif exacted it. A third horse " rSci- 
proquement pour I'annee" — parce quTl faut traverser 
ime grande montagne avant d'arriver a Vire" — ^was tJie 
explanatory reply. It seemed perfectly ridiculous, as 
the vehicle was of such slender dimensions and weight. 
However, I was forced to yield. To scold the post- 
boy was equally absurd and unaviuting : " parce que 
la tarif I'ezigea." But the " montagne" was doubtless 
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a reason for tlds additional horse : and I began to 
imagine that something magnificently picturesque 
ought be in store. The three horses were put a-breast, 
and off we started with a phaeton-like velocit; ! Cer- 
tiunly nothing could have a more ridici^us appearance 
than my pigmy voiture thus conveyed by three animala 
— strong enough to have drawn the diligence. I was 
not long in reaching this " huge mountain," which pro- 
voked my unqualified laughter — from its inugnificant 
size — and upon the top of which stands the town of 
ViEB. It had been a /oiV-day ; and groups of men 
and women, returning from the town, in their blue and 
crimson dresses, cheered smnewhat the general gloom 
of the day, and lighted up the features of the land- 
scape. The nearer I approached, the more numerous 
and incessant were these groups. 

Vire is a sort of Rouen in miniature — if bustle and 
population be only considered. In architectural com- 
parison, it is miserably feeble and inferior. The houses 
are generally built of granite, and look extreme^ 
sombre in consequence. The old castle is yet inter- 
esting and commanding. But of this presently. I 
drove to the " Checal Blanch' and bespoke, as usual, a 
late dinner and beds. The first visit was to the ceutU, 
but it is right that you should know, before hand, that 
the town of Vire, which contains a population of about 
ten thousand sonls, stands upon a conunanding emi- 
nence, in the midst of a very beautilul and pi(!turesque 
country called the Bocase. This country was, in 
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former times, as fruitful in civil wars, horrora^ aad de- 
vastations, as the more celebrated Bocage of the more 
western part of France during the late Revolution. In 
shorty the Bocage of Normandy was the scene of 
bloodshed during the CalTinistic or Hugonot persecu- 
tion. It was in the vicinity of this town, in the parts 
through which I have travelled — from Caen hither- 
wards — that the hills and the dales rang with the 
feats of arms displayed in the alternate discomfiture 
and success of Coliont, Count, MontuoqeKy, and 
Matiqnon.* 

But for the Castle. It is situated at the extremity of 
an open space, terminated by a portion of the boule- 
vards ; having, in the foreground, the pubUc library to 
the lefk^ and a sort of municipal hall to the right : nei- 
ther of them objects of much architectural consequence. 
Still nearer in the foreground, is a fountain ; whither 
men, women, and children — but chiefly the second 
class, in the character of blanchUseatet — regularly 
resort for water ; as its bason is usually overflowing. 
It was in a lucky moment that Mr. Lewis pud a visit 
to this spot; which his ready pencil transmitted to his 
sketch-book in a manner too beautiful and faithful not 
to be followed up by a flnished design. I send you a 

* An epltpmiaed account of these civil commotioDs will be 
taxxoA in the HUtoire Militaire de» Bocaitu, par M. RicHAan 
SbguW i a VWt, 161 6 ; 12mo. of which worlt, and of its author, 
■oow notice will be taken in the fdlowing ptift^. 
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portion of this prettily grouped picture ; preminng, 
that the woman to the right, in the foreground, begged 
leave purposely to ait — or rather stand — for her por- 
trait. The artUt, in a short time, was completely sur- 
rounded by spectators of his graphic skill. 



The " Cheval Blanc" — the name of the hotel at 
which I reside — should be rather called the " Cheval 
Noir ;" for a more dark, dingy, and even dirty resi- 
dence, for a traveller of any nasal or ocular sensibility, 
can be rarely visited. My bed room is hung with 
tapestry ; which, for aught I know to the contrary, 
may represent the daring exploits of Montgoheby 
and Matiqhon : but which is so begrimed ^rith filth 
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tha.t there is no decTphering the subjects vorked 
upon it. 

Ob leaving the inn— and making yonr way to the 
top t>f the street — ^you turn to the teft ; bat on lookiiq; 
down, ag^ to the left, you observe, bdow you, th^ 
great high road leading to Caen, wUch has a nol^ 
appearance. Indeed, the manner in which this part of 
Normandy is intersected with the "routes roytdef 
cannot fail to strike a stranger; espedally aa these 
roads run over hill and dale, amidst meadows, and or- 
chards, equally abundant in their respective harrests. 
The immediate vicinity of the town is as remarkable 
for its picturesque objects of scenery as for its hi^ 
state of cultivation ; and a. stroll upon the heights, in 
whatever part visited, will not fail to repay you for 
the certun disappointment to be experienced within 
the streets of the town. Portions of the scenery, from 
these heights, are not unlike those in Derbyshire, 
about Matlock. There is plenty of rock, of shrubs, 
and of fern ; while another Dervaent, less turbid and 
muddy, meanders below. Thus much for a general, 
but hasty sketch of the town of Vire. Mjr next shall 
give you some detui of the interior of a few of the 
houses, of which I may be said to have hitherto only 
contemplated the rooft. 

And yet I must not close my despatch without per- 
fomuDg my promise about the Castlb ; of which m- 
deed (as you will see by the subjoined miniature new) 
only a sort of ruinous shell remuns. Its age may be 
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a litde towirds the end of the thirteeotb century. The 
stone b of a deep reddish tint': and although what 
lanains is only a portion of the keep, yet I can never 
■uppose it, even in its state of ori^bal integrity, to have 
been of very capadoua dimenaons. Its site is most 
conunanding. 
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LETTER XVm. 

BIBLIOaBAPHY. HOIfSIEUR ADAH. HONSISDR DE LA- 
BEKAUDIERE. OLIVIER BASSELIK. H. s£oUIN. THE 
PUBLIC LIBRARY. 

It is 8 sad riuny day; and havii^ no temptation to 
stir abroad, I have shut myself up by the side of a huge 
wood fire — (surrounded by the dingy tapestry, of which 
my hist letter did not make very honourable mention) 
in a thoroughly communicative mood — to make you 
acquainted with all that haa passed since my previous 
despatch. SSoofl^ and the SBiblilinianm be the chief 
" burden of m; present song !" You may remember, 
in my account of the public library at Caen, that some 
mention was made of a certain Olivier Basseuk — 
whom I designated as the drunken Barnabt of Nor- 
mandy. Well, my fidend — I have been at length 
made happy, and comforted in the extreme, by the 
possession of a copy of the Vaadevireg of that said 
Olivier Basselin — and from the hands, too, of one of his 
principal editors . . . Monsieur Lanon de Larenaudiere, 
Avocat, et Maire, de TaUevende-le-Petit. This copy 
I intend (as indeed I told the donor) for the beloved 
library at Althorp. But let me tell my tale my own 
w»y. 
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Hard by die hotel of the Cheeal Blane, (the best, 
bad as it is — and indeed the only one in the town) lives 
a printer of the name of Adah. He is the piindpal, 
and the most respectable of his brethren in the same 
craft. After discour^g upon sundry desultory topics 
— and particularly examining the iooAv qf Education, 
among which I was both surprised and pleased to find 
the Ditticha of Muretui* — I expressed my regret at 
having travelled through so many towns of Normandy 
without meeting with one single copy of the Vaade- 
viret qf Olivier Btuselin for sale. " It is not very snr- 
prinng, Sir, since it is a privately printed book, and 
was never intended for sale. The impression too is 

■ " Lei Diaiquet de Muret, traduiU en vert FYanfau, par 

Aug. A. Se vend \ Vire, chez Ad&m imprimeur-Iib, An. 1809. 

The reader may not be diaplewed to have a ipedmen of tbe axa.- 

ner of reoderiog these dUticha into French vecse : 

1. 

Dam tener ea, Mukete, avidia hsBC auribua hauri : 

Nee memoii modd conde animo, ged et esprime factis. 

2. 
Imprimii venenre Denm ; veuerare parentes : 
Et qaoa ipia loco tiUl dat natnra parentoni. 



Jettne eneort, S moajlit I pour gtre fumme de Hen, 
Ecoute, el daiu ton cteur grave eel entrelien. 

2. 
Ser*, Aenore le Dieu qui eria tout let lirei ; 
SoitJUt retpeelueto), toit docile h lei maitret. 

He. 
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very limited. You know, Sir, that the book was pub- 
lished here — and — " " Then I begin to be confident 
about obt^ning it"— replied I. " Gently, Sir ; — " 
resumed Monsieur Adam — " it is not to be bought, 
even here. But do you know na one ...V " Not a 
creature." " Well, Sir, take courage. You are an 
Einglishman. One of its prinupal editors — a very gal- 
lant Bibliomaniac — who is a great collector and lover 
of the literature of your country— (here I picked up 
courage and g^ety of heart) lives in tlib town. He is 
President of the Tribunal. Go to him." Seeing me 
hesitate, in consequence of not having a. letter ofintro- 
duction — " Ce n'est rien (said he) allez tout-droit. II 
aime vos compatriotes ; et soyez persuade de Taccueil 
le plus favorable." Methought Monsieur Adam spake 
more eloquently than I had yet heard a Norman 
speak.* 

In two seconds I quitted his shop, (premising to re- 
turn with an account of my reception) and five minutes 
brought me into the presence of Monsieur Lanon de 
Larenaudiere, Preddent du Tribunal, &c. It is not 
possible for me to convey to you a notion of the wanntb, 
cordiality, and joyousness of heart, that marked the 
reception which this gentleman instantly gave me : and 
I will frankly own that I was as much " abashed" as 
ever our ancient fiiend Caxton had been — in the 

■ [Smartly and felicitously rendered by my IranBlator Mons. 
licquet; " JamaiB bouche Normonde ne m'avait paru plus £lo- 
quente que eelle de M. Adam." vol. ii. p. 220.] 
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presence of his patroness the Duchess of Burgundy. I 
foUowed niy new bibliomanjacal acquaintance rapidly 
up sturs ; and witnessed, with extreme pleasure, a few 
bundles of books {some of them English) lying upon 
ibe window seats of the first landing-place ; much after 
the &shion foUowed in a certain long, rambling, and 
antique residence, not quite three quarters of a mile 
from the towers of Westminster Abbey. 

On gaining the first floor, mine host turned the keya 
of the doors of two contiguous rooms, Mid exclaimed, 
" VoiLA u& BtBLioTHEQDE 1" The air of consdous 
triumph with which these words were uttered, delighted 
me infinitely ; but my delight was much increased on 
a leisurely survey of one of the prettiest, most usefiil* 
and commendable collections of books, chiefly in the 
department of the Belles-Lettres, which I had ever 
witnessed. Monsieur de Larenandiere has a library of 
about 9000 volumes, of which eight hundred are Eng- 
lish. But the owner is especially fond of poetical 
ftV^^iiBOlogy ; in other words, of collecting every work 
wluch displays the progress of French and English 
poetry in the middle and immediately following ages; 
and talks of Trouveart and Troubadours with an en- 
thusiasm approaching to extacy. Meanwhile he points 
-his finger to our Warton, EUis, Ritson, and iSouthey [ 
teUs you how dearly he loves them ; but yet leads you 
to conclude that he rather prefers Xe Grand, Gin- 
guen^, Sismondi, and Raynouard. Of the yenerable 
hving oiacle in these matters, the Abbe de la Rue, he 
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BaiA he conudered bim as " un peu trop sjetiaaixqae.** 
In short, M . de Larenaudiere has ahnost a complete 
critical collection, in our tongue, upon the subject of 
old poetry; and was most anxious and inquisidve 
about the present state of cultivation of that branch of 
hterature in England : adding, that he himself medi- 
tated a vork upon the French poetry of the xiith and 
xiTith centuries. He s^d he thought bis library might 
be worth about 25,000 francs : nor did I consider such 
a valuation overcharged. He talks rapidly, earnestly, 
and incessantly ; but he talks well : and spoke of the 
renown of a cert^ library in St. Jameis Place, in a 
manner which could not ful to quicken the pulse and 
warm the blood of its Librarian. I concluded an in- 
terview of nearly two hours, by his compliance with 
my wish to dine with me on the following day : although 
he was quite urgent in bargaining for the previous 
measure of my tasting hia p&tage and vol an vent. But 
the shortness and constant occupation of my time 
would not allow me to accede to it. M. de Larenau- 
diere then went to a cabinet-like cupboard, drew forth 
an uncut copy, stitched in blue spotted paper, of his 
beloved Vaudevirea of Olivteb Bassslin :* and pre- 

• The present ttema to be tlie proper place to gire the reader 
lome account of thia once famouB Bacdkanaliaii poet. It is not 
oftea that France reaU her pretensions to poetical celebrity upon 
such dtums. Love, romantic adventures, gaiety of heart and of 
di^osition, form the chief materials of her mwor poems ; but 
we have here before ns, in the person and productions of OLmna 
Babsbuh, a rival to Anacbboh of old j to our own Richard 
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Besting it to me, added " Conaerrez le, pour Vamour 
de moL" You may be assured that I received such a 

Bhaitrwait, Vihcemt Boohnk, and THottAS Moobe. Aa this 
Toltune may not be of general notoiietf , the reader may be pre- 
pared to receive an account of iti conteotB with the j^reaUr rea- 
diness and salisfactioa. First, then, of the life and occupations 
of Otirier Basselin ( which, a» Goujet hat entirely pasaed over all 
noUceof him, we can gather ool; from the editors of thepreiait 
edition of his works. Basselin appears to have been a FiroU ; in 
other words, an inhabitant of the town of Vire. But he had a 
strange propensity to rusticating', and preferreil the immediate 
riranity of Yire — its quiet little ralleya, runnbg streams, and 
rocky recesses — to a more open and more distant residence. In 
inch places, therefore, he carried with him his flasks of cider and 
his flagons of wine. Thither he resorted with his " boon and 
merry companions," and there he poured forth his ardent and 
onpremeditated strains. These "strains" all sBToured of the 
jorial propensities of their author j it being very rarely that ten- 
derness of sentiment, whether connected with friendship or love, 
IB admitted into his compositions. He was the thorough-bred 
Anacreon of France at the close uf the fifteenth century. 

The town of Vire, as the reader may have already had intima- 
tion, U the chief town of that de^tment of Normandy called the 
BocAGK i and in this department few places have been, of old, 
more celebrated than the f^aur de Hre; on account of the num- 
ber of manufactories which have existed there from time imme- 
morial. It derives its name from two principal valleys, in the 
form of a T, of which the base l.if it may be so called — " jam- 
bage") rests upon the Place du Chateau de Fire. It is sufficiently 
contiguous to the town to be considered among the fauxbourgs. 
The rivers fire and Fir/ne, which unite at the bridge of Vaux, 
nm somewhat rapidly through the valleys. These rivers are 
flanked by manufactories of paper and doth, which, from the 
xvth century, have been distinguished for their prosperous con- 
dition. Indeed, Basbblik himself was a sort of cloth manuiac- 
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ptesent in the moat gracious manner I was capable of 
— but inetantly and hoDeatl; added — " pennettez qu'il 
soit depose dans la bibliotheque de Milord S . • . ? 
" C'est la m^me chose" — rejoined he ; and giving me 
the address of the public librarian, we separated in the 
most cordial manner till the morrow. 

turer. In this ralley he paised his lift in fuIUng his cloths, and 
" in composing thoie gay and delightful songi which are con- 
tained in the volume under consideration." Diteoura Pr/limi- 
neire, p. 17, &c. Olivier Basselin is the parent of the title fav- 
ieohre — which haa gince been corrupted into faudeviiie. From 
the obaervatioa of his critica, Basselin afipears to have been 
the Fatbbr of BacchanauanFobtrt in France. He frequented 
public festivals, and was a welcome guest at the tables of the 
rich; where the Vaudevire was in such request, thtt it is sup. 
posed to have superseded the " Conte, or Fabliau, or the Chanson 
ti' Amour."* p. xviij ; 

Sur ce point-li, aoyez tranquille : 
Nos ikeveox, j'6n suia bien certun, 
Se souviendront de Bassblin, 
Perejogeut du yaudevUle: p. xziij. 

1 proceed to submit a few specimens of the muse of this ancient 



* The host, at these public and private festivals, usually called 
upon some one to recite or sing a song, cliiefly of an amatory or 
cluvalrouB chuacler ; and this custom prevailed more particularly 
in Normandy than in other parts of France : 
Usiuge eat en Normandie, 
Que qui hebergiez est qu'il die 
Fable ou Chanson it son oste. 
See the authorities cited at page xr, of this Discours pr^mi- 
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I posted bock to Monsieur Adam, the printer and 
bookseller, and held aloft my blue-covered copy of 
Uie Vattdevireg as an unquestionable proof of the 

Amacrxoit of ^ftnce i and miut neceBBsrily begin with a few of 
those that ue chiefly of a bacchanalian quality. 

FAUDEFIRE II. 
ATiHT le doz aK fen et le ventre it la table, 
Eitant parmi lea pata pleins de Tin ddectabtei 

Aiiui camme ung ponlet 
Je DC me iMBsermy morir de la pepie, 
Qnant en debvroye avoir la face cramdait 

Et le nez nolet. 

Quant mon nez devendra de couleur rooge on perse, 
PoTteray les conleun qne ch^rit ma mutreEie. 

Le Tin rent le teint heaa. 
Vault-il pu mieulx aroir la couleur rouge et Tire, 
Iticfae de beouLc rabia, que si paale et ch£dTe 

Ainii qu'ung beureur d'eau. 

VAUDEFIRE XI. 
CiRTiB hee Dtflum cmI Aenuf ; 
Du maulvais latin ne nous chaille, 
Se bien congru n'eatoit ce jos, 
Le tout ne vonldroit rien que milk. 
Eacolier j'appria que boo Tin 
Aide bien au maolvaia latin. 

Ckstk sentence praticquant, 
De latin Je n'en qipris gu^ ; , 
Y pensant estre assez s^avant, 
Puiaque bon Tin aimoye it boire. 
Lorsqne maulfaii rin on a beu, 
Latin n'est bon, fiut41 congru. 
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successful result of my visit to Monsieur La Renau- 
diere. 

F^ du latin, porlonB fran^oiB, 
Je m'f recongnoia davantuge. 
Je vaeil boire une botine fbis. 
Car Toicy -ang mahtre breuvuge ; 
Certes se j'en benvoye aoubrent, 
Je deviendroye fort Eloquent. 

FAVDEFIRE XXIL 



Hb ! qu'aTona-noue aflaire 
Dn Turc ay du Sophy, 

Don don. 

Pourreu que j'aye i. boire, 

De> grandenra je dig fy, 

Don don. 

Trincqne, Seignenr, le vin est boo ; 

Hoe aeuit ing'tniuvi. 

Qui flonge en vin ou vigae. 
Est img pr^^ge beurenz, 

Don don. 
lie Tin & qni T^higne 
Rent le Ctenr tout joyenx, 
Don don. 
Trincque, Seigneur, le fin ait boB : 
Hoc aeuit in^enium. 
&c. 

The poetry of Basaelin is aliiiost wholly deroted to the celebra- 
tioQ of the physical effects of nine upon the body and animal 
•pirita J and the gentler emotiooi of the TBNoaK passion are 
Tuely described in his numbers. In consequence, he has not 
invoked the Goddess of Beauty to associate with the Ood of 
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lieaTJng the precious cargo vith biin, and telfin^ 
him that I purposed immediately vi^ting the pablic 

" Drop from her myrtle one leaf In his bowl ;" 
or, when lie does rentnre to introduce the Bociety of a female, it 
ii done after tlie following fiishion — wluch discoven however an 
extreme facility and melody of rtiythm. The burden of the soiiff 
teenu wonderfully accordant with a Bacchanalian note. 

yAUDEFIRE XIX. 



En ung judin d'ombraoge tout couvert. 
An chaud du jour, ay treuv^ Madalaine, 
Qni pr^ le pi£ d'nug sicomorre rert 
Dormoit an bort d'une claire foatsine ; 
Son lit estoit de thin et nuujt^ne. 
Son tetin friuB n'estoit pas bien cacb< : 

D'amour touch£. 
Pour contempler u beauti BouTCCune 
Incontinent je in'en snys approcli^. 

Sub, 9US, qn'on Be resTeille, 

V<Mcy rin excellent 

Qui faict lerer I'ordlle ; 

n feict mol qui n'en prent. 

Je n'eoB pouvoir, si belle la voyant, 
De m'absteDir de buzotter sa bouche ; 
Si bien qu'enfin la belle s'eiveilla&t. 
Me regwdant avec nng ffiS farouche. 
Me dit cei mots ; Biberon, ne me touche. 
Belle fillette it son i^ze ne conche 
Avecq celuy qui ne fidct qu'yvrongncr. 
Sec Sec. 
The preceding extncts will soffice. Tlus is avolniM in every 
Mipect HktereB&ig — both to the literary antiquary and to the 
Bbdc-Collector. A Ktw bditiom of this work has appeared 
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Wrary, he seemed astonbbed at my eagerness about 
books — and asked me if I had ever published any 
thiDg bibliographical ? " Car enfin. Monsieur, la plus- 
part des Virois ne savent rien de la literature angloise" 
— concluded he . . . But I had just witnessed a splendid 
exception to this sweeping clause of censure. I then 
sought the residence of the Abbe Dv Mobtueuz, the 
public librarian. That gentleman was from home, at 
a dinner party. I obtained infonnation of the place 
where he might be found j and considering two o'clock 
to be rather too early an hour (even in France) to dis- 
turb a gentleman during the exercise of so important 
a function, I strolled in the neighbourhood of the 
street, where he was regaling, for a full hwir and half: 
when, at the expiration of that time, I ventured to 
knock at the door of a very respectable mansion, and 
to enquire for the bibhographical Abb€. " He is here, 
Sir, and has just done dinner. May I give him your 
name t" *' I am a stranger : an Englishman ; who, 
on the recommendation of Monsieur Larenaudierei 
wishes to see the public library. But I will call again 
in about an hour." " By no means : by no means : 
the Abb£ will see you immediately." And forthwith 
appeared a very comely, tall, and respectable-lo<ddng 
gentleman, with his bur en plein costume, both as to 
form and powder. Indeed I had rarely before wit- 
nessed so prepossessing a figure. His salutation and 

under the editorial care of M. Louis Dubois, published ai Gaeu in 
1821, Bto. obtirinable at ^ very moderate price. 
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address were most gracious and winning ; and be told 
me that I had nothing to do but to accompany him to 
the place which I wished to visit. Without even 
returning to his friends, he took his bat — and in one 
minute, to my surprise, I found myself in the street 
with the Abbe de Mortueux, in the high way to the 
• Public Libraby. In our way thither our discourse 
was constant and unrestruned. " You appear here. 
Monsieur I'Abbe, to be partial to hterature ; . . but 
aliow me first to congratulate you on the beautiiul 
environs of your town." " For literature in general, 
we are pretty well dbposed. In regard to the beauties 
of the immediate neighbourhood of Vlre, we should 
be unworthy inhabitants indeed, if we were not sen- 
sible of them." In five minutes we reached the Li- 
brary. 

The shutters of the room were fastened, but the 
worthy Abbe opened them in a trice ; when I saw, for 
the first time in Normandy, what appeared to be a 
geniune, old, unmutilated, unpillaged library. The 
room could be scarcely more than twenty-two feet 
square. I went instantly to work, with eyes and bands, 
in the ardent hope, and almost full persuasion, of find- 
ing something in the shape of a good old Greek or 
Roman Classic, or French Chronicle, or Romance. 
But, alas, I looked, and handled the tomes in vain! 
The history of the Ubrary is this : — The founder was 
a Monsieur Pichon.; who, on being taken prisoner 
by the English, at the capture of Louisburg in 1758, 
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l-esided a long time in England under the name of 
Tyrbel, and lived in circumstances of respectability 
and even of opulence. There — whether on the dis- 
persion of the libraries of our Meads, Foultes', and 
RawUnaons, I know not— he made his collection ; took 
his books over with him to Jersey, where he died in 
1780 : and bequeathed them, about 3000 in number, 
to his native town of Vire. M. du Mortueux,' who 
gave me tbese particulars, has drawn up a little nemo- 
rial about Pichon. His portrait, executed by an English 
artist, (whilst he lived among us) adorns the library ; 
with which I hope it will go down to a distant and 
grateftil posterity. The colouring of this portrait is 
faded : but it is evident that Monsieur Pichon had an 
expressive and sensible physiognomy. 

Wonderful to relate, this collection of books was 
untouched during the Revolution ; while the neigh- 
bouring Ubrary of the Cordeliers was ransacked with- 
out mercy. But I regret to say that the books in the 
cupboards are getting sadly damp. Do not expect any 
thing very marvellous in the det^ls of this collection ) 
The old-fashioned hbrary doors, of wood, are quite in 
character with what they protect. Among the earUei 
printed books, I saw a very bad copy of Smeynheym 
and Ptatnartx'g edition of the De Cimtate Dei of St. 
Austin, of the date of 1470 ; and a large folio of Ge- 
ring's impression of the Sermont of Leonard de Utino 
printed about the year 1478. This latter was rather a 
fine book. A Bttle black-letter Latm Bible by Frobeni 
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of the date of 1495, somewhat tempted me ; but I 
could not resiat asking, in a manhet half serioaB and 
half jocose, whether a napojeon would not secure me 
the poesesaion of a piquant little volume of black-letter 
tracts, printed by my old friend Guido Mercatoi !* 
The Abbe smiled: observing—" mon ami, on fait voir 
les hvres ici ; on les lit meme : mais on ne les vend 
pas." I felt the force of this pointed reply : and was 
resolved never again to ask an Ecclesiastic to part with 
a black-letter volume, even though it should be printed 
by " my old friend Guido Mercator." 

Seeing there was very little more deserving of inves- 
tigation, I enquired of my amiable guide about the 
" Library of the Cordkliers," of which he had just 
made mention. He told me that it consisted chiefly 
of canon and civil law, and had been literally almost 
destroyed : that he had contrived however to secure a 
great number of " rubbishing theological books," (so he 
called them !) which he sold for three sous a ^ece — 
and with the produce of which he bought many excel- 
lent works for the library. I should like tit hyiyknil 
the sifUng of this " theological rubbish l" itt riHa^iiisd 
only to thank the Abbe most heartily 'jor his patient 
endurance of my questions and searches, and particu- 
larly to apologise for bringing him from his surround- 
ing friends. He told me, hegtmiing with a " soyec 

* Some account of thu printer, together with a fso-simile of 
his device, may be seen in the Bibliographical Deeamenm, vol. ii. 
p. 33.6. 
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tranquiUe," that the matter was not worth either a, 
thought or a syUable ; and ere we quitted the library, 
he bade me obaerre the written entriea of the numbers 
of students who came daily thither to read. There 
were generally (he told me) from fifteen to twenty 
" hard at it" — and I eaw the names of not fewer than 
mnety-tiBO who aspired to the honour and privilege of 
having access to the Bibliotheca Pichoniana. 

For the third time, in the same day, I ^ited Mon- 
sieur Adam ; to carry away, like a bibliomaniacal Jason, 
the fleece I had secured. I saw there s grave, stout 
gentleman — who saluted me on my entrance, and who 
was introduced to me by Monsieur A. by the name of 
SiauiN. He had been waiting (he stud) full three 
quarters of an hour to see me, and concluded by ob- 
serving, that, although a man in business, he had as- 
pired to the honour of authorship. He had written, 
in fact, two rather interesting — but wretchedly, and 
incorrectly printed — duodecimo volumes, relating to 
the BoCAQE,* in the immediate vicinity of Vire ; and 
was himself the sole vender and distributer of his pub- 
lications. On my expressing a wish to possess these 

* The fint publication is entitled " Etiat lur CHuloire de 
I'Indattrie da Borage en GS&al el de la Filie de f^e *a capitate 
ta parliculier, Sfc." Far M. Richard Seodin. A Vire, chez 
Adam, Imprimeur, no 1810, l2mo. It ia not improbable that I 
may have been the only importer of this useful and crowdedly. 
paged duodecimo volume ; whicli preaents ub with so vuied and 
animated a picture of the maiuera, customs, trades, and occupa- 
tioDS of the Bocains and the Virois. 
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booka, he quitted the prenuBei, and begged I would 
wait his return with a copy or two of them. While he 
was gone, M, Adam took the opportunity of telling me 
that he was a rich, respectable tradesman ; but that, 
baring said some severe things of the manufactures of 
Vire in bis first publication,* relating to the «««(' 

' I subjoin an extnct ntiich relatea to the 

Drkss and Character or the Wohbm. 

" Quant Bu COSTUME DBS rEMMEB d'aujoiudliui, comnie il 
filndrait nn Tolmne entier pour le d^rire, Je n'u pas le courage 
de Do'engager dans ce labfrinte de ridiculea et de ArivoUt^s. Ce 
que j'en diru BeuJement en ^fra), c'est qu'autant lea femmea 
du temps pass^, etaient dtontes et chastes, et se faisaient gloire 
d'fitre f^ves et modeatea, autant celles de notre siMe metleat 
tout en OBUvre pour paraltre cyniquea el yolnptueuaes. Nona ne 
tommes plua aq temps oil les plus grandes dames ae Mgueot 
booneur de porter la cordfli^re.* Leura liabiUemena ^tuent 
ausai larges et ferm^, que celui dea femmea de dob joura sont 
ouvertB et I^ers, et d'une finesse que les fonnes du corps, aa 
inoindre mouTement, ee deisineut, de maui^re \ ne laUser rien 
ignorer. A peine se couvrent-elles le sein d'un voile transpwent 
tr^-l^er ou de je ne s^ quelle palatine qu'ellee nomment poitit- 
i-jour, qui, en couvront tout, ne cache rien \ en sortequeai ellea 
n'^talent pas tons leurs charmea \ d^couTcrt, c'est que lea 
hommes les mains acrupuleux, qui se contentent de les persifier, 
en seroient rdvoU^ tout-ii-fiut. D'ailleura, c'est que ce n'est pas 
encore la mode j plusieura poussent mSme I'impudeuce jusqu'^ 
venir dans nos temples sans coifiure, les chevens h£rise& comme 
dea furies t d'antrea, par une bizarrerie qu'on ne peut eipliqoer 

• " Geinture alors regardie eomme le aymbole de la conti- 
neRce. La reiue de France en d^corait les femmea titr^es dont 
]a eonduite ^tait iir^procbable." Ifat. de la r^un. dt Brttagne a 
la France par i'abM /rail. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



history of the Bocains, his townsmen sharply resented 
what they considered as reflections thrown out against 

ae djpouillent, autant qu'il eat en lenr pouToir, des marques tie 
leur propre sese, sembleut'rougir d'Stre femmes, et deviennent 
ridicules en Toulant paraltre clemi-hommes. 

" Apr^ avoir desbonorf I'habit des femmeB, elles ont encore 
voulu progtituer celdi des homhes. On les a Tues adopter suc- 
cessirement lea chapeaux, les rediDgotea, les Testes, les gUets, les 
bottes et jusqu'auK boatons. Enfin si, au lieu de Jupons, elles 
Avtient pa s'accomnioder de I'ueage de la culotle, la m^tamor- 
pbose £tait complette ; mais elles ont pHUri les robes tratnantea t 
c*est dommage que la nature ne leur ait donn^ une troisifeme 
main, qui leur serait n^^ssalre pour tenir cetle longue queue, 
qui souveut patrouille la boue ou balaye la pouaaibre. Fltlt k 
Dieu que les ancieunea ioia fussent encore en viguenr, ou ceuz et 
celles qui portaient des habits ind&enl ^talent oblige d'aller b 
Rome pour en obtenir I'absolution, qui ne pouvait leur 6tre ac- 
cord6e que par le aouverain pontife, &c. 

" Les femmea du Bocage, et sur-tout les Viroises, joignent 4 
un esprit Tif et enjou^ les quality du corps les pins eatimablea. 
Blondes et brunes pour le plua grand nombre, ellea sont de la 
moyenne taille, mais bien fonn6ea : ellea ont le teint fraia et 
fleuri, I'teil Tif, le daage Termeil, la d-marche leate, un air €to(S6 
et tres ^l^antea dana tout leur maintien. Si on dit avec raison 
que les Bayeusines sonC bellea, les filles du Bocage, quisontleurs 
Toiaines, ne leur cbdent en avcune manibre, car en g&i£ral In 
gang est trbs-beau en ce paja. Quant aux talens spirituela, elle* 
les possMent k un d£gr£ 6minent. Elles parlent avec aiaance, 
ont le repartie prompte, et outre les soina du nonage, ou elles 
excellent de lelle aorte qu'il n'y a point de contr^s ou il y ait 
plus de linge, elles entendent k merveille, et font avec sucefes 
tout le d^taU du commerce." p. 23S. 

These passages, notwithstanding the amende honorable of the 
concluding paragraph, raised a storm of indignation agaiuat the 
unauapecting author I Nor can we be surpriaed at it. 
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them; and AL S£guio w«b told thai perhaps hU per- 
•onal safety was endangered 1 . . . He iraated not a 

This publicatloa ii renlly filled with « |[reU vuiety of cruioiu 
hutorical detail— throughout which is iotenperMd much that 
relates to " romunt lore" and romantic adventures. The civil 
vran between Mohtoomikt and Hationok fonu alone a Tery 
important and Interesting portion of the volome ; and it is evi- 
dent that the ciatlior has exerted luniself with equal enenC7 *ud 
anxiety to do justice to both parties— except tliat occasionally he 
betrays hii antipathies agwast the Hngoaots.* I will' quote the 
concluding passage of tliis work. There may be at least half a 
score readers who may think it something more than merely his- 
torically curious: 

" Je finirai done ici mon Hlstoire. Je n'u point parli d'on 
grand nombre des faits d'armes et d'actions glorieuses, qui se Boat 
pttssis dans la guerre de I'inddpendance des Etats-Unis d'Amf- 
rique oh beaucoup de Bocalns ont eu part ; mais mon principal 
dessein a 6t& de traiter des guerres qui ont eu lien dans le Bo- 
cage ; ainsi jecrois avoir atteint mon but, qui ^tutd'&rirel'His- 
loire Militaire des Boc^ns par des faits et non par des phrases, 
je ne peux cqtendant omettre une circonstance gloricuse pour lo 
Socage i c'est la risite que le bon et infortun^ Louis XVI. fit aux 
Bocaina en 1786. Cc grand Monarque dont les vues £twent ausu 
sages que profondes, avalt r&olu de faire construire le beau Fort 
de Cherbourg, unTrage Traiment Royal, qui est uue des phu 
nobles entreprises qui aient 6t6 ^tes depuis I'origine de la Mo- 
narchic. Les BocaiuB sentirent I'svantage d'un si grand bienfut. 
Le Roi Tenant visiter les travaux, fut accueilli avec un enthou- 
siasme presqu' impossible & d^crire, unsi que les Princes qui I'ao- 



• "Les Boldats Huguenots commirent dans cette occasion, 
toutes sortes de cruBut£s, d'iDfamicB et de sacril^es^ jusqn'k 
mfiler les Saintes Hoities avec I'avoine qu'ils donnaient & lenrs 
chenmx ; mais Dieu permit quails n'en voulurent pas manger." 
p. 369. 
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second hint — ^but fled from home with precipitancy : 
and in hia absence the populace suspended his effigy, 
and burnt it before the door of hia house. This, how- 
ever, did not cool the ardour of authorship in AL S&- 
guin. He set about publishing bis military history of 
the Bocalns ; and in the introductory part took occa- 
don to retort upon the violence of his persecutors. 
To return to M. Seguin. In about ten minutes he 
appeared, with two copies in his hand — which I put- 
chased, I thought dearly, at fire francs each volume ; 
or a napoleon for the four books. After the adven- 
tures of this day, I need hardly tell you that I relished 
a substantial dinner at a late hour, and that X was well 
satisfied with Vire. 

Yesterday M. de Larenaudiere made good his en- 
gagement, and dined with me at five, in the salle a 
manger. This is a large inn ; and if good fare de- 

compagnaient. Sa marche rassemblait & un triomphe. Leg 
peuples accouraient en foule du fond des camp^pies, et bordwent 
la route, faiBant reteotir lea airs de chants d'al^eese et descris 
millions de ftiia rSp^fa de Yite le Roi ! Musique, ProceBtiooi, 
Arcs de triomplie, CheminB jonch^ de fleurB i tout fiit prodi^^. 
hes TiUes de Caeji, de Bayeux, de Saint-Lo, de Carentan, de 
Valognea, se aurpaasfirent dans eette occasion, pour prouTcr it S. 
M. leur amour et leur reconnaissance; mais riea ne fitt plus bril- 
lantque I'entrfedece gnmd Roi it Cherbourg. Uapenpleim- 
menK, le derg6, tonte la noblesse du pays, le son des cloches, 1q 
bruit du canon, les acclamations imiierselles prouv^rent au Mo- 
narque mieux encore que la pompe toute Royole et les fStes ma)[- 
nifiquea que la ville oe cesaa de lul donner tous leg jours, que les 
ctenn de tous les Boetuna ttajent A lui." p. 428. 
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pended upon the number and even elegance of female 
cooks, the traveller ought to expect the very best at 
the Cheval Blanc. The afternoon was so inviling — 
and my guest having volunteered hb services to con- 
duct me to the most beautiful points of view in the 
immediate neighbourhood — that we each seemed to vie 
with the other in quickly dispatching what was placed 
before us; and within thirty-five minutes, irom the 
moment of sitting down, we were in the outskirts of 
Vire. Never shall I forget that afternoon's ramble. 
The sun seemed to become more of a golden hue, and 
the atmosphere to increase in clearness and serenity. 
A thousand httle songsters were warbling in the fiill- 
leaved branches of the trees ; while the mingled notes 
of the blanchiiseuses and the milk-maids, near the 
banks of the rippling stream below, reached us in a 
sort of wild and joyous harmony — as we gazed down 
£rom the overhanging heights. The meadows were 
spotted with sheep, and the orchards teemed with the 
coming fruit. You may form some notion of the value 
of this rich and picturesque scenery, when I tell yon 
that M. de Larenaudiere possesses land, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of Vire, which lets per acre at the rate of 
Gl. Ge. English. My guide was all gaiety of heart, and 
activity of step. I followed him through winding patiis 
and devious tracks, amidst coppice-wood and fern — 
not however till I had viewed, from one particular 
spot upon the heights, a most commanding and inte- 
resting panorama of the town of Vire. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



In our perambulation, we discoursed of English poe- 
try ; and I found that Thomson was as great a favou- 
rite with my guide as with the rest of his countrymen. 
Indeed he frankly told me that he had tranalat«d him 
into French verse, and intended to publish his transla- 
tion. I urged him to quote specimens ; which he did 
with a readiness and force, and felicity of version, that 
quite delighted me. He thoroughly understands the 
ori^nal ; and in the description of a cataract, or moun- 
tain. torrent, from the Summer, he appeared to me 
almost to surpass it. My guide then proceeded to 
quote Young and Pope, and delivered his opinion of 
our two great Whig and Tory Reviews. He siud he 
preferred the politics and vivacity of the Edinburgh, 
but thought the Quarterly more instructive and more 
carefully written. " Enfln (he concluded) j'aime infi- 
niment votre gouvemement, et vos ecrivains ; mais 
j'iume moins le peuple Anglois." I replied that he had 
at least very recently ehewn an exception to this opi- 
nion, in his treatment of one among this very people. 
" C'est une autre chose" — replied he briskly, and laugh- 
ingly — " vous allez voir deux de vos compatriotes, qui 
sont mes intimes, et vous en serez bien content !" So 
saying, we continued our route through a delightful 
avenue of beech-trees, upon the most elevated part 
within the vicinity of the town ; and my companion 
bade me view from thence the surrounding country. 
It was rich and beautiiid in the extreme ; and vrith 
. perfect truth, I must aay, resembled much more strongly 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



SOfi VIRE. 

the generality of pur own scenery than what I had 
hitherto witnessed in Nonnandy. But the sun was 
beginning to cast his shadows broader and broader, 
and where was the residence of Monsieur and Madame 

It was ahnost close at hand. We reached it in » 
quarter of an hour — but the inmates were unluckily 
from home. The house is low and long, but respect* 
able in appearance ' both within and without. The 
approach to it is through a pretty copse, tennin^ed 
by a garden ; and the eurrounduig grounds are radier 
tastefully liud out. A pcwtion of it indeed had been 
truned into something in the shape of a labyrinth ; in 
lite centre of which was a rocky seat, embedded as it 
were in moss— and from which some fine glimpses 
were caught of the surrounding country. The fra- 
grance from the orchard trees, which had not yet quite 
died their blossoms, was perfectly delicious ; while 
the sdllness of evening added to the peculiar harmony 
of the whole. We had scarcely sauntered ten minutes 
before Madame arrived. She had been twelve years 
in France, and spoke her own language so knperfecdy, 
or rather so unintelli^bly, that I begged of her te 
resume the French. Her reception of us was most 
hospitable : but we declined cakes and wine, on ac- 
count of the lateness of the hour. She told us that 
her husband was in possession of firom fourscore to a 
hundred acres of the most productive land ; and re- 
gretted that he was from home, on a nait to a ntagitr 
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bouring geotleman ; aesuring us, if we could stay, that 
he would be heartily glad to see us — " eepecially any 
of his countrymen, when introduced by Monsieur de 
Larenaudiere." It was di£ScuIt to say who smiled and 
bowed with the greater complacency, at this double- 
shotted compliment. I now pressed our retreat home- 
wards. We bade this agreeable lady farewell, and 
returned down the beights, and through the derious 
paths by which we had ascended. 

While talk of various kind deceived the road. 
A more active and profitable day has not yet been de- 
voted to Norman ol^ects, whether of art or of nature. 
To morrow I breakfast with my friend and guide, and 
immediately afterwards push on for Falaise. A ca- 
briolet is hired, but doubts are entertained respecting 
the piacticalnUty of the route. My next epistle will 
be therefore from Falaise — ^where the renowned Wil- 
liam tbe Conqueror was bom, whose body we led 
entombed at Caen. The day is clearing up ; and I 
yet hope for a stroll upon the site of the castle. 
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LEriTER XIX. 

DEPAKTURE FBOU VIRE. CONd£. FONT OUILLT. AR- 
RIVAL AT FALAI8E. HOTEL OF THE GRAND TURC. 
THE CASTLE OF FALAISE. BIBLIOMAHIACAL INTEB- 
TIEW. 

Herb I am — or rather, here I have been — my most 
excellent fiiend, for the last four days — and from 
hence you will receive probably the last despatch from 
NoRHANDT — from the " land (as I told you in my 
first epistle) of " castles, churches, and ancient chi- 
valry." An old, Tell-situated, respectably-inhabited, 
and even flourishing, town — the birth-place too of our 
renowned first William: — weather, the most serene 
and inviting — and hospitality, thoroughly hearty, and 
after the English fashion : — these have all conspired to 
put me in tolerably good spirits. My health, too, thank 
God, has been of late a little improved. You wish 
me to continue the thread of my narrative unbroken ; 
and I take it up therefore from the preparation for 
my departure from Vire. 

I breakfasted, as X told you I was about to do, with 
my friend and guide Mons. de Larenaudiere ; who had 
prepared quite a sumptuous repast for our participa* 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOg[c 



VIRE. 309 

tion. Coffee, eggs, sweetmeats, cakes, and all the 
comfortable paraphernalia of an inTiting breakfast- 
table, convinced us that we were in well-fiimished and 
respectable quarters. Madame did the honours of 
the meal in perfectly good taste; and one of the 
loveliest children I ever saw — a lad, of about five or 
six years of age — with a profiision of hiur of the most 
delicate quality and colour, gave a sort of joyous cha- 
racter to our last meal at Vire. The worthy host 
told me not to forget him, when I reached my own 
country ;* and that, if ever business or pleasure brought 
me again into Normandy, to remember that the Maire 
de Tallevende-le-Pctit would be always happy to re- 
new his assurances of hospitality. At the same time, 
he entreated me to pay attention to a list of English 
books which he put into my hands ; and of which he 
stood considerably in need. We bade farewell in the 
true English fashion, by a hearty shake of the hands ; 
and, mounting our voiture, ga^e the signal for depar- 
ture. " Au plaisir de vous revoir !"^ — 'till a turning of 
ihe carriage deprived us of the sight of each other. 
It is not easy — and I trust it is not natural — for me to 
forget the last forty-eight hours spent in the interest- 
ing town of Vire ! 

* [Only oNx letter bas p lu a ed between us since my departure; 
and tlwt enables me to subjoin a Fac-aimite of its author's auto- 
graph. 
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SIO VIRE TO FALAISE. 

Our route to this pUce was equally grand iuid expe- 
riroental; grand, as to the width of the road, and 
beauty of die surrounding country — but experimental, 
inasmuch as a part of the route royale had been broken 
up, and rendered wholly impassable for carriages of 
any weight. Our own, of its kind, was sufficiently 
light ; with a covering of close wicker-work, painted 
after the fashion of some of our bettermost tilted carts. 
One Norman horse, in full condition of flesh, with an 
equal portion of bone and muscle, was to convey us to 
this place, which cannot be less than twenty-two good 
long English miles from Vire. The carriage had no 
springs ; and our seat was merely suspended by pieces 
of leather fastened at each end. At ComU, about one- 
third of the distance, we baited, to let both man and 
horse breathe over their dinners j while, strolling 
about that prettily situated little town, we mingled 
with the inhabitants, and contemplated the various 
faces (it being market-day) with no ordinary degree of 
gratification. Amidst the bustle and variety of the 
scene, our ears were greeted by the air of an itinerant 
ballad-singer : nor will you be displeased if I send you 
a copy of it : — since it is gratifying to find any thing 
like a return to the good old times of the sixteenth 
century, 

VIVE LE ROI, VIVE L'AMOUR. 
FitAif^oiii Premier, nous dil I'histoire, 
Etoit 1& fieur dea Chevaliers, 
Pr^ d'Ecampes aux champi de gloire' 
n recueillit myrtu et lauriera ) 
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Sft mMtKsse to^joure fidUe, 
Le payaDt d*im teudre retour, 
Lui chantsnt cette ritonmelle ; 
Hvg le PM, v'we V Amour. 

Henri, des princeg lemodMe, 
Tod souTenir est dans noa cceun. 
Far la channRnte Oabrielle 
Ton front ftit coutoqd^ de deun; 
De la Ll^e domptant la nge, 
Tu sua tiiompher tour-Monr, 
Tex ta clrimence et ton courage : 
Vive le Roi, vive P Amour. 

Aniant chiri de la Vallifere, 
Des ennemis noble Tunqueur, 
LouiH Bavoit combattre et plaire, 
Guid£ par 1' Amour et I'honnenr ; 
A BOn retour de b Victoire, 
Entour^ d'nne aimable cour, 
n entendoit ce cri de gloire : 
r»M le Roi, vhe F Amour. 
&c 

. There was a freshness of tint, and a comeliness of 
appearance, among the bourgeoises and common peo- 
ple, which were not to be ecUpsed even by the belles 
of Coutances. Our gar^on de ppste and his able- 
bodied quadruped having each properly recruited 
themselves, we set forward — by preference — to walk 
up the very long and somewhat steep hill which rises 
on the other side of Conde towards Pont OuiUy — in 
the route hidier. Perhaps this was the most conside- 
rable ascent we had mounted on foot, since we had 
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left Rooen. The rieir from the summit richly repud 
the toil of using our legs. It was extensire, fruitfiil» 
and variegftted ; but neither rock nor mountain sce- 
nery ; nor castles, nor country seats ; nor cattle, nor 
the passing traTeller— served to marie or to animate it. 
It was still, pure nature, upon a vast and rich scale : 
and as the day was fine, and my spirits good, I was 
resolred to view and to admire. 

Poia OuUly lies in a hollow ; wiUi a pretty winding 
river, which seems to run through its centre. The 
surrounding hills are gendy undulating ; and as we 
descended to the Inn, we observed, over the opposite 
side of the town, upon the sunmiit of one of the hills, 
a long procesfflon of men and women — ^headed by an 
ecclesiastic, elevating a cross — who were about to cdle- 
brate, at some httie distance, one of their annual festi- 
vals. The effect — as the procession came in contact 
with a bright blue sl^, softened by distance — ^was un- 
commonly picturesque . . but the day was getting on 
&st, and there was yet a conriderable distance to per^ 
form,— while, in addition, we had to encounter the 
most impassable part of the road. Besides, I had not 
yet eaten a morsel since I had left Vire. Uptm hold- 
ing a consultation, therefore, it was resolved to make 
for the inn, and to dine there. A more sheltered, rural, 
^pot cannot be conceived. It resembled very many of 
the snug scenes in South Wales. Indeed the whole 
country was of a character similar to many parts of 
Monmouthshke ; although with a miserable dzav-bRck 
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in respect to the important feature of wood. Through 
die whole of Normandy, you miss those grand and 
overshadowing masses of oak, which give to Mon- 
moathshire, and its neighbouring county of Glocester, 
that rich and majestic appearance which so decidedly 
marks the character of those counties. However, we 
are now at the inn at Pont OuiUy. A dish of rivM 
fish, gudgeons, dace, and perch, was speedily put in 
requisition. Good wine, " than which France could 
boast no better !" and a roast fowl, which the daughter 
of the hostess "knew how to dress to admiration" . . 
was all that this humble abode could afford us." " But 
we were welcome:" — that is, upon condition that we 
paid our reckoning . . 

The dfainer would be ready in a " short half hour." 
Mr. Lewis, went to the bridge, to look around, for the 
purpose of exercising his pencil: while I sauntered 
more immediately about the house. Within five mi- 
nutes a well-looking, and even handsome, young wo- 
man — of an extremely fair complexion — her hair cat 
close behind — her face almost smothered in a white 
cap which seemed of crape — and habited in a deep 
black — paeeed quickly by me, and ascended a Sight of 
steps, leading to the door of a very humble mansion. 
She smiled graciously at the aubergiste as she passed 
her, and quickly disappeared. On enquiry, I was toid 
that she was a nun, who, since the suppression of the 
convent to which she had belonged, earned her liveli- 
hood by teaching some of the more respecti^ble diil- 
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dren in the village. Slie had just completed her twen- 
tieth year. I was nov addreBaed bj a tail, blnfi^ 
shabby-looking man — ^who soon led me to onderstand 
tliat he was master of the inn where my " suite" was 
putting up ; — that I had been egregiously deceived 
about the nature of the road — for that it was totally 
fanpossible for one horse — even the very best in Nor- 
mandy — (and where will you find better ? added be, 
parentheticaDy — as I here give it to you) to perform 
the journey with such a voiture and such a w^ht of 
luggage behind." I was struck equally with amaze- 
ment and woe at this intelligence. The unjntying 
landlord saw my consternation. " Hark you, ax . . 
(rejoined he) if you muat reach Falaise this evening, 
there is only one method of doing it. You must have 
another horse." " Willingly," I replied. " Yes, sir — 
but you can have it only upon one condition." " What 
is that V " I have some little business at Falaise my- 
self. Allow me to strap about one hundred weight of 
loaf-sugar at the back of your conveyance, and I 
myself will be your gar^on de poste thither." I own I 
thought him about the most impudent fellow I had yet 
seen in Normandy : but there was no time for rens- 
tance. Necessity compelled acquiescence. Accord- 
ingly, the dinner being dispatched — which, though 
good, was charged at six francs a-head— we prepared 
for our departure. 

But judge of my surprise and increased consterna- 
tion, when the fellow ordered forth a little runt of a 
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quadraped — in the shape of a horse — ^which wae 
hardly higher than the lower part of the cheat of the 
animal which brought ua from Vire ! I remonstrated. 
The landlord expostulated. I resisted — ^but the fd- 
low said it was a bargun ; and proceeded quietly to 
depont at least two hundred weight of hia refined au- 
gar at the back of the carriage. Thia Lilliputian horse 
was made the leader. The landlord mounted on the 
front seat, with our Vire post-boy by the side of him ; 
and sounding his whip, with a most ear-pierung whoop 
and hollow, we sprung forward for Faliuse — which we 
were told we should reach before suneet. You can 
hardly conceive the miseries of this croiB-road journey. 
The route royale was, in &ct, completely impassable ; 
because tbey were repuring it. Alarmed at the rug- 
gedness of the cross-road, where one wheel wae in a 
rut of upwards of a foot deep, and the other elevated 
in proportion — we got out, and resolved to push on 
a-foot. We walked for nearly two leagues, before our 
conveyance overtook us — so haraaung and so appa- 
rently inaunnoutttable seemed to be the road. But 
the cunning aubergiste had now got rid of his leader. 
He said that it was only neceseary to use it for the 
first two or three leagues — which was the most diffi- 
cult part of the route — and that, for the remainder, 
about five English miles, our " fine Norman horse" was 
perfectly sufficient. This fine Norman horse wae 
treated most unroerciAiUy by him. He fiogged, he 
hallooed, he swore . . the animal tript, stumbled, and 
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fell upon his knees — more than once — -from sheer fa- 
tigue. The charioteer hallooed and flogged again : and 
I thought we must have taken up our mght quarters 
in the high-way ; — ^when suddenl;, to the left, I saw 
the fine wann glow of the sun, which had set about 
twenty minutes, lighting up one of the moat perfect 
round towers, of an old castie, that I had yet seen in 
Normandy. Voila Falaise ! — exclaimed the ruthless 
charioteer ; . . and in a quarter of an hour we trotted 
bard down a hill (after the horse bad been twice again 
upon his knees) which terminated in this most interest- 
ing place. 

It will be difficult for me to forget — after sucb a 
long, veanBome, and in part desperate journey— our 
approach to Faluse : — and more especially the appear- 
ance of the castle just mentioned. The etone seemed 
as iresh, and as perfectly cemented, as if it had been 
the work of the preceding year. Moreover, the con- 
tiguous parts were so fine and so thoroughly pictu- 
resque — and the superadded tradition of its being, 
according to some, the birth place — and according to 
others, the usual residence— of William the Ck>N- 
QVEROR . . altogether threw a charm about the first 
glimpse of this venerable pile, which cannot be easily 
described. I had received instructions to put up at 
the " Grand Ture" — as the only hotel worthy an Eng- 
lishman's notice. At the door of the Grand Turk, 
therefore, we were safely deposited : after having got 
rid of our incumbrances of two postilions, and two 
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hundred weight of refined sugar. Our reception vraa 
gracious in the extreme. The inn appeared " toat-a- 
fsit a la mode Angltuae" — and no marvel . . for Ma- 
dame the hostess was an Knglishwoman. Her hus- 
band's name was David. 

Bespeaking a late cup of tea, I strolled through the 
principal streets, — delighted with the remarkably clear 
current of the water, which ran on ea^h ude from the 
numerous overcharged fountains. Day-light had wholly 
declined ; when, sitting down to my souchong, I saw, 
with astonishment — a pair of sugar-tongs and a »alt- 
tpoon — the first of the kind I bad beheld since I left 
England I Madame David enjoyed my surprise ; add- 
ing, in a very droll phraseology, that she bad " not 
forgotten good English customs." Our beds and bed 
rooms were perfectly comfortable, and even elegant. 

The moat which encircles, not only the castle, but 
the town — and which must have been once formidable 
from its depth and breadth, when filled with water — is 
now most pleasingly metamorphosed. Pasture lands, 
kitchen gardens, and orchards, occupy it entirely. 
Here the cattle quietly stray, and luxuriously feed. 
But the metamorphosis of the cattle has been, in an 
equal degree, unfortunate. The cannon balls, during 
the wars of the League — and the fiiry of the populace, 
with the cupidity or caprice of some individuals, dur- 
ing the late revolution — helped to produce this change. 
After break&st, I felt a strong desire to survey care- 
fully the Bcite and structure of the castle. It was a 
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lorelj day ; and in five minutee I obtuned admunon at 
a, temporary outer gate. The first near Tiew within 
the ratnpaits perfectly enchanted me. The situation ia 
at once bold, commanding, and pictoreaque. But as die 
oppOBite, and immediately contiguous ground, is per- 
haps yet a little higher, it should follow that a force, 
placed, uprai such eminence — as indeed was that of 
Henry the Fourth, during the wars of the League — 
would in the end subdue the garrison, or demolish the 
castle. I walked here and there anudst briars and 
brushwood, diversified with lilacs and laburnums ; and 
by the ud of the guide soon got within an old room — 
of which the outer waOs only remained — and which ia 
distingimhed by being caDed the birthplace of Wil- 
liam THE CONQUBBOR. 

Between ourselves, the castle appears to be at least 
a century later than the time of William the Conque- 
ror ; and certunly the fine roiud tower, of which such 
frequent mention has been madC) is rather of the four- 
teenth, if not of the be^ning of the fifteenth century ;* 
but it is a noble piece of masonry. The stone is of a 
close grain and beautiful colour, and the component 
parts are put together vith a hard cement, and with 
die smallest possible interstices: At the top of it, on 

* [It was in fact built by the famoiu Loni Tatbot, about the 
year 1420. A Bimilar castle, but less strong and lofty, may be 
Been at Castor, near Yarmouth in Norfolk— ooce the seat of the 
famous Sir John FA8T0i.r, (a contemporary with Talbot) of whom 
Anstis treats so full; in his Order of the Garter, voL i. p. 142. 
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the left Bide, faang the high road from Vire, — and cor- 
atnicted within the very walls themselreB, is a well — 
which goes from the top apparently to the very bot- 
tom of the foundation, quite to the bed of die moat. 
It is about three feet in diameter, measuring with the 
eye ; perhaps four; but it is douhtless a very curious 
piece of workmanship. We viewed with an inquiaitive 
eye what remained of the Donjon : sighed, as we sur- 
veyed the ruins of the chisel — a very interesting little 
piece of ecclesiastical antiquity : and shuddered as we 
contemplated the enormous and ponderous portcullis — 
which had a drop (^ fiill twenty feet . ■ to keep out the 
invading foe. I was in truth delighted with this first 
recoimoissance of Falaise — beneath one of the bright- 
est and bluest skies of Normandy 1 and — ^within walls, 
which were justly considered to be among the most 
perfect as well as the most ancient of those in Nor- 
mandy. 

Leaving my companion to take a view of the upper 
part of this venerable building, I retreated towards the 
town — -resolved to leave no church and no street unex- 
plored. On descendmg, and quitting the gate by 
which I had entered, a fine, robust, and respectable 
figure, habited as an Ecclesiastic, met and accosted 
me. I was most prompt to return the salutation. "We 
are proud. Sir, of our castle, and I observe you have 
been visiting it. The English ought to take an inte- 
rest in it, since it was the birth-place of William the 
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CoDqueror." I readily adnutted it was veil worth a 
niinite p^m™""*!" " : but u resdilj turned the conver- 
Mtion to the subject of libbarizs. The annable 
stranger (for he was gaining upon me &at, by his ua- 
a£fected manners and sensible remarks) answered, that 
" their omt public library existed no longer — having 
been made subservient to the inquisitorial visit of M. 
Moysant of Caen* : that he had himself procured for 
the Bishop of Bayeux the Mentm Bible of 1462— and 
that the Chapter-Library of Bayeux, before the Revo- 
lution, could not have contained fewer than 40fiOO 
volumes. "But you are doubtless acquainted. Sir, 
with the CoHTE db la Fbesnayb, who resides in yoa- 
der large mansion ?"— -pointing to a house upon an 
elevated spot on the other side of the town. I replied 
that I had not that honour ; and was indeed an utter 
stranger to every inhabitant of Falaise. I then stated, 
in as few and precise words as possible, the particular 
otgect of my visit to the Continent. " Cela suffit" — 
resumed the unknown — " nous irons &ire visite a Mon- 
sieur le Comte apres le dine ; a ce moment il s'occupe 
avec le pStage — cai- c'est un jour maigre. II sna 
charme de vous recevoir. II aime infiniment le« 
Anglois, et il a rest€ long-temps chez vous. C'est nn 
braye homme — et m£me un grand antiquaire." 

My pulse and colour increased sensibly as the stran- 
ger uttered these latter words : and he concluded by 

* See p. 205 ante. 
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telling me tbat he was himself the Cut£ of Ste. Tri- 
mt6 one of the two principal churches of the town — 
and that his name was Mouton. Be assured that I 
shall not lose sight of the Comte de la Fresnaye, and 
Moorieur Mouton. 
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LETTER XX. 

HOHS. HOIITOK. CHURCH OF STB. TRINITi. COHTE DK 
LA 7BEBNAYB. OUIBRAT CHURCH. 8UFP08BD HEAD 
OP WILUAM THE CONQUEROR. H. LANQEVIN, HISTO- 
RIAH OF FAI,AISE. FRIMTING OFFICES. 

I LOSE no time in the fulfilment of my promise. The 
churcb of Saimte Trihit£, of which Monsieur Mou^ 
ton is the Cut6, is the second place of worship in rank 
in the town. During the Revolution, Mons. Mouton 
was compelled, with too many of his profeBsional bre- 
thren, to fly from the general persecution of his order. 
One solitary and most amiable creature only remained ; 
of the name of Lanoevin — of whom, by and by. Mon- 
neur Mouton did me the honour of shewing me the 
interior of his churcli. His stipend (as he told me) 
did not exceed 1 500 francs per annum ; and it is really 
surprising to observe to what apparent acts of gen&- 
rosity towards his flock, this income is made subser- 
vient. You shall hear. The altar consists of two 
angels of the aze of life, kneeling very graceful^, in 
white glazed plaister : in the centre, somewhat raised 
above, is a figure of the Virgin, of the same materials ; 
above which agun, is a representation of the Trinity 
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—in a blaze of gilt. The masBive circular columns 
surroundiug the choir — probably of the fourteenth 
century — were just fresh punted, at the expense of 
the worthy Cur6, m alternate colours of blue and yel- 
low — imitatiTe of marble ; — that is to say, each column, 
alternately, was blue and yellow. It was impossible 
to behold any thing more glaring and more tasteless. 
I paid my little tribute of admiration at the simplicity 
and grace of the kneeling figure of the Virgin — but 
was stubbornly silent about every thing else. Mon- 
sieur Mouton replied that " he intended to grace the 
brows of the angels by putting a garland round each." 
I felt a sort of twinge upon receiving this intelligence ; 
but there is no persuading the French to reject, or to 
qusli^, their excessive fondness for flower ornaments. 
Projecting from the wall, behind the circular part 
of tbe choir, I observed a figure of <^^ Sebastian — 
precise^ of that character which we remark in the 
printed missals of the fifteenth century, — and from 
which the engravers of that period copied them: 
namely, with the head large, the body meagre, and the 
limbs loose and muscular. It was plentifully covered, 
as was the whole surface of the wall, with recent white 
wash. On observing this, my guide added : " oui, et 
je veux le feire couvrir d'une teinte encore plus 
blanche!" Here I felt a second twinge yet more 
power&l than the first. I noticed, towards the south- 
side door, a very fine crucifix, cut in wood, about three 
feet high ; and appatcndy of the time of Goujon. It 
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was by much the finest piece of Bculpture, of its kind, 
which I had seen in Normandy ; hut it was rather in 
a decaying state. I wished to know whether such an 
object of art — apparently of no earthly importance, 
where it was situated — might be obtuned for some 
honourable and adequate compensation. Monaeur 
Mouton replied that he desired to part with it — but 
that it must be replaced by another " fiill six feet high 1 " 
There was no meeting this proportion, and I ceased 
to say another word upon the subject. 

Upon the whole, the church of the Holy Trinity is 
rather a fine and capacious, than a venerable edifice ; 
and although Z cannot conscientiously approve of the 
beautiiying and repairing which are going on therein, 
yet I W}1I do the planner the justice to say, that a more 
gentlemanly, liberally-nunded, and truly amiable cler- 
gyman is perhaps no where to be found, — within or 
without the diocese to which he belongs. Attached 
to the north transept or side door, parallel with the 
street, is a long po1e> "What might this mean?* 
" Sir, this pole was crowned at the top by a garland, 
and by the white flag of St. Louis,* — which were 

* On the return of Loius the XVIII. Ae town of Falusemfmi- 
fested its loyalty in the most nnequivocftl manner. 
COUPLETS. 

Chantdipar let Ethet du ColUge de FalaUe, en arborant e 
Drapeatt Blanc, 

Air : Un Soldat par oa coup Jimetle. 
LofM do noDB U sombre triBtewe, 
Man B iifQti ea furenr ,■ 
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hoisted to receive me on my return from my long ex* 
patriation" — and the eyes of the narrator were sufiused 
with tears, as he made the answer i It is of no conse- 
quence how small the income of an unmarried minister 
may be, when he thus lives so entirely in the hearts 
OF HIS FLOCK. This church bears abundant evidence, 
within and without, of what is called the restoration of 
the CK>tbic order during the reign of Francis I. : al- 
though the most essential and the greater portion is 

Enfin 1a foudr« vengereue 
^«tt de tetraaaer Vopretteur, 

L'ugle BunguiDaire 
Succombe ii I'aspect de cm L». 
Peuple fran^aU, tu vas revoir ton Pbre! 
Vive le Roi ! Vire Lodis 1 

Drapeau, que d'horribles terapStei 
Avoient SoigDi de ces lieux, 
Tu reriens embellir nos F%tei, 
Plus briUant et pIuB radieux I 

Ta douce pr&ence 
Ram^elesjeuxet les rU; 
Sois & jamau I'Etendardde la France, 
Vive le Roi I viye Louis ! 

O Dieul vengeur de I'liuioceuce, 
Prot^[e ces Ltb glorieux 1 
CoDseire long-tempB i k France 
LE ROI que tu rends & nos tieuxI . . 

Si la perfidie 
De noureau troubloit ton bonlieur 
Vien* Dona gidder, 9 BaDiiifere ch&ie 1 

Noui Toleroua an chainit d'bonnenr. 
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endently of the Utter part of the fourteenth ce&tury.^ 
Having expreBsed my admiration of the manutactare 
of wax candles (tor religious pitrposes) which I had 
frequently obserred in the town. Monsieur MoutoD, 
upon taking me into the Bacriaty (similar to our vestiyr 

* The wortliy hutorian of Folaise, quoted in a [wecediDg p^% 
IS ezceedinKly anxious to make us believe that there are pot- 
tiODS of this church — namely, four stonee — in the eaetem and 
westera i^le huIb— which were used in the comecration of it, 
foj Mathilda, the wife of our firat Will^m. Also, that, at the 
gable end of the south transept, outside, an audent grotto, — in 
which the Gallic priests of old purified themselves for the myate- 
ries of their religion — is now converted into the sacristj, or ves- 
try, or robing room. But these are surely mere antiquarian 
dreams. Hke stnw author more sagaciously informs us that the 
exact period of the coqua^ncement of the building of the nave, 
namely in 1438, is yet attested by an existing inacription, in go- 
tMc letters, towards the chief door of entrance. The inscription 
also testifies that in the same year, " there reigned Death, War, 
andFAMiNE." Tba ehtmcel of the cieir, with the principal doors 
of entrance, &c. were constmeted between the years 1520, and 
1540. It may be worth remarking th»t the stalls of the choir 
were brought from the Abbey of St. John — on the destruction of 
that monastic establishment in 1729; and that, aecordihg to the 
(raHia Chrittiana, vol. xi. p. 766, these stalls were carved at the 
desire of Hiomas 11. de Mallebiche, abbot of that eatablisbinent 
in 1&06 — 1616. In a double niche of the south buttress are the 
■tatoes of Hehpin and his Wifb ; rich citizens of Faiaise, who, 
by thur wealth, gnaXij contributed to the building of the choir. 
(Their grandson, HiRPtN Lachbnatb, timber with his mistress 
were killed, side by side, in fighting at one of the gates of lUaise 
to repel the successful troops of Henry IV.) The CAqpW V tkt 
f^^M, behind the choir, was completed about ttie year 1631. 
Lamgbtin, p. 8i-~128— 13t. 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



foam) begged I would do him the honour to accept 
of any which might be lying upon the table. These 
eandles are made of the purest white wax : of a spiral, 
or twisted, or square, or circular form; of conside- 
rable length and width. They are also decorated with 
fillagree work, and tinsel of rarious colours. Upon 
that which I diose, there were little losettea made of 
wax. The moderate sum for which they are obtained, 
startles an Englishman who thinks of the high price of 
this article of trade in his own country. You see fre- 
quently, against the walls and pillars of the choir, frag- 
ments of these larger wax candles, guttering down and 
begrimed from the uses made of them in time of wor- 
ship. In this sacristy there wem two little boya swin^ 
ing moode» censers, by way of practice for the more 
perfect use of them, when charged with frankincense, 
at die altar. To manage these adroitly — as tbe tr^ 
Teller is in the constant habit of observing during 
divine worship — is a matter of no very quick or easy 
attunment. 

From the Cure we proceed to the Comte db la 
Fresnaye ; whose pleasantly »tuated mansion had 
been pointed out to me, as you may remember, by the 
former. Pas^g over one of the bridges, leading 
towards Guibray, and aacmding a gentle eminence to 
the lefl, I approached the outer lodge of this large and 
respectable-looking mansion. The Count and family 
were at dinner : but at three tliey would rise from 
table. " Meauvhile," said the porter, it ought gav nte 
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pleasure to walk in the garden," It was. one of. the 
kiveliest days imaginable. Such a sky — ^bhie, bright 
anjl cloudless — I had scarcely before seen. The gar- 
den was almost suffocated with, lilacs and laburnums, 
gtittering in their respective liveries of. white, purple, 
and yellow. X stepped into a berceau-r-and sitting 
upon a bench, bethought me of the strange visit I was 
about to make — as well as of all the pleasing pastoral 
poetry and painting which I had read in the pages of 
De Lille, or viewed upon the canvas of Watteau. The 
clock of the church of ^'. Gervais struck three ; when, 
starting from my reverie, I knocked at the h^-door, 
and was announced to the {amily, (who had just risen 
from dinner) above stairs. A circle of five gentlemen 
would have alarmed a very nervous visitor ; but the 
Count, addressing me in a semi-British and semi-Gallic 
phraseology, immediately dissipated my fears. In five 
minutes he was made acquainted with the cause of this 
apparent intrusion. 

Nothing could exceed his amiable frankness. The 
very choicest wine was circulated at bis table; of 
which I partook in a more decided nuumer on the 
following day— when he' was so good as to invite me 
to dine. Wlien I touched upon his favourite .theme 
of Norman Antiquities, he almost shouted aloud the 
name of Inqulph, — that "cher ami de GuiUaume le 
ConquSrant !" I was unwillmg to trespass long ; but 
I soon found the advantage of making use of the name 
of " Monsiear Mouton — festimable Cure de la Sainte 
Trinite." 
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In a stroll to Guibray, towards sunset the next day, 
I passed through a considerable portion of tbe Count's 
property, about 300 acres, chiefly of pasture land. 
The evening was really enchanting ; and through the 
branches of the coppice wood the sun seemed to be 
setting in a bed of molten gold. Our conversation was 
animated and incessant. In the old and curious church 
of Guibray, the Count shewed us Ma family pew with 
the care and particularity of an old country squire. 
Meanwhile Mr. Lewis was making a hasty copy of one 
of the very singular ornaments — representing Christ 
bearing his cross — which was suspended against the 
walls of the altar of a side chapel. You have it here. 
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It is frightjully bubarous, and characteristic of the 
capriciouB style of art which frequently prevailed about 
the year 15S0: but the wonder is, how such a wretdi- 
ed performance could obtain admiadon into the sanc- 
tuary where it was deposited. It was however tiie 
jMOUS gift of the vestry woman — ^who shewed us the 
interior — and who had religiously rescued it, during 
the Revolution, from the demohtion of a neighbouring 
abbey. The eastern end of this church is perhaps aa 
old as any ecclesiastical edifice in Normandy;* and it* 

• We have of course nothing to do with the Gnt erection of « 
place of worship at Ouibray in the vuith century. He story 
connected with the earliest erection is this. The foubom^ of 
Ouibray, distant about 900 paces from Falaise, was formerly 
covered with chestnut and oalc trees. A sheep, scratching the 
earth, as if by natural instinct (I quote the words of M. Lange- 
vin the historian of Falaise) indicated, by its bleatings, that some- 
thing was beneath. The shepherd approached, and hollowing out 
the earth with his crook, discovered a statue of the Virgin, with 
a child in its arms. The first church, dedicated to the Virgin, 
under the rdgn of Charles Martel, called the Victorious, was in 
consequence erected— on this very spot — in the centre of this 
widely spreading wood of chestnut and oak, I hasten to the 
Gonatruction of a second cbnrcb, on the same site, nnder the mw- 
pices of Mathilda, the wife of the Conqueror : with the statue of 
s woman with » tUadem upon her head— near one of the pillars -. 
upon which statue Langerin discourses learnedly in a note. But 
neither this church nor the statue in question are now in exis- 
tence. On the contrary, tlie oldest portions of the church of 
Ouibray, now existing— according to the authors of the Gallia 
ChriHiana, toI. si. p. 878, and an oudent MS, consulted by M. 
Laugevin— are of about the date of 1322 ; when the church was 
consecrated by ttie Biihi^ of Coutances. Tht open space to- 
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exterior (to vhich ve could only approach by wading 
through rank grass as high as our knees) is one of the 
most interesting of its kind. During our admiration of 
all that was curious in this venerable edifice, we wer6 
struck by our old friends, the penitents, — busy in mak- 
ing confession. In more than one confessional thett 
were two penitents ; and towards one of these, thus 
doubly attended, I saw a very large, athletic, hord- 
visaged priest hastening, just having sUpt on hia sur- 
plice in the vestry. Indeed I had been cursorily in- 
troduced to him by the Count It was Saturday even- 
ing, and the ensuing Sunday was to be marked by some 
grand procession. 

Tbe viDage-Uke town of Guibray presents a most 
singular sight to the eye of a stranger. There are 

wards tbe soutli, now called La Place mut Ckevatta, wu the old 
burying gronnd of the chorch. Iliere waa aleo a chapel, dedi* 
cated to St. Gerp^, which was pillaged and destroyed by th« 
Hngonots in 1662. I should odd, that the South-Eart exteriof 
(]>ehin(i the chancel) of this very cnrioui old chnrch at Gnibrayi 
resemblei, upon a amall scale, what M. Gotman has pnbliihed of 
the same portion of St. Oeorgei de Bocherrille. Rechereket lur 
falaite, p. 49 — 53. Monsieur le Comte de la FYesnaye, in hia 
tfofice I/uioriqve «w Ftlaite, 1816, 8n>. will have it, that " tlw 
porch of this chnivh, the only unmntilated portion remaining of 
iti ancient Btmcture, demonitrateg the epoch of the origin of 
Christianity among the Gaols." " At least, such is the dedsion of 
M. Deveze, draftainan for Laborde ; the Utter of whom now SC' 
cretary to the Count d'Artoia, instituted a close examination of 
tbe whole fiibric." p. 6—6. I hope there are not many snch oon- 
clnsions to be fbnnd in the magnificent and meritorioiu proddc* 
tions of LABont>E. 
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numerous Kttle narrow Btreeta, with eveiy window 
closed by wooden Bhuttera, and every door fastened. 
It appears as if the plague had recently raged there, 
and that the inhabitants bad quitted it for ever. Not 
■ creature is visible : not a sound is heard : not a 
mouBe sterns to be stirring. And yet Guibray boaBts 
of the LARGEST PAIR in France, save one t* This, my 
fiiend, precisely accounts for the aspect of deBolation 
just described. During the intervals of these triennial 
fairs, the greater part of the village is uiunhabited : 
venders and purchasers flocking and crowding by 

* This foir lasts full fifteeu da;a. The first eight Aa,ja are 
devoted to bosioess of a more importimt nature — wlach they call 
tbe ORBAT wKBKt that is to say, the greatest number of mer- 
chants attMtd during the earlier part of it ; and contracts of 
greater extent necesaariljr take place. The remaimng aeveu daya 
are called the little week — in wluch the; malie amngeineiibi 
to cany their previous bargUns into efibct, and to return home: 
Hen and merchandise, from all i]uarter«, and of all de«criptiona, 
are to be seen at thb fur. Even Holland and Germany are not 
wonting in sending their commerdal representatives. Jeweller; 
and grocery seem to be the chief articles of commerce ; but there 
is a prodigians display of silk, linen, and cotton, &c. : as well as 
of hides, raw and tanned) porcelune and earthenware. Tic 
lire cattle market must not be forgotten. Langerin says that, 
of horses alone, they sometimes sell taH four thoiuand. Thua 
moch for the buyer and eeUer. But this fair is regularly enliiened 
by aa immense coDfloeoce of nobility and gentry from the adja- 
cent oouBtry— to partake of the amusements, which, (as with the 
English,) form the iuTariable appendages of the scene. Langem 
mentions the minor fairs of Sle. Croia, St. Michel, and Si. Ger- 
wu, which help to bring wealth into the pockets of the inhabU 
tacts. Rttherchtt Haloriguei lur Falaiie; p. 199, &c. 
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hundreds when they take place. In a short, narrow 
street — where nothing animated was to be seen — the 
Count assured me that sometimes, in the course of one 
morning, several millions of francs were spent in the 
purchase of different wares. We left this very strange 
place with our minds occupied by a variety of reflec- 
tions : but at any rate highly pleased and gratified by 
the agreeable family which had perfoimed the part of 
guides on the occadon. In the evening, a professor 
of music treated us with some pleasing tunes upon the 
guitar — ^which utterly astonished the Count — and it 
was quite night-fell when we returned homewards, to- 
wards our quarters at the hotel of the Grand Turc. 

A memorable incident occurred in our way home- 
wards ; which, when made known, will probably agi- 
tate the minds and shake the faith of two-thirda of the 
members of our Society of Antiquaries, You may 
remember that I told you, when at Caen, that the Abb€ 
De la Rue had notified to me what were the objects 
more particularly deserving of attention in my further 
progress through Normandy. Among these, he par- 
ticularly mentioned a figure or head of William the 
Conqueror at Falaise. In the Place St. Gervais, this 
wonderful head was e^d to exist — and to exist there 
only. It was at the house of an Innkeeper — certainly 
not moving in the highest circle of his calling. I lost 
httle time in viuting it ; and foimd it utuated at the 
top of a dark narrow staircase, projecting from the 
wall, to the right, just before you reach the first floor. 
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Some sensation bad been excited by the < 
which I had previously set on foot ; and on a secfmd visi^ 
•ereral peo|Je were collected to receive us. Lights, 
warm water, towels, soap and brushes, were quickly 
put in requiution. I commenced operations with a 
kitchen knife, by carehilly scraping away all the layers 
of hardened white and ochre washes, with which 
each generation had embedded and ahnost oblite- 
rated every feature. By degrees, the hair became 
manifest*, then followed the operation of soap and 
water — which brought out the features of the &ce ; 
and when the eyes fully and distinctly appeared, the 
exclamation of " Mon Dieu!" by the spectators, was 
loud and unremitting. The nose had received a se- 
rious injury by having its end broken o£F^ Anon, stood 
forth the mouth ; and when the " whiskered majesty" 
of the beard became evident, it was quite imposuble 
to repress the simultaneous ejaculation of joy and 
astonishment ..." VoUd le tirai portrait de ChaUaunte 
le Conquirant / 

The whiskers apparently denote it to be ta^er 
Saxon than Norman. The head is nearly eleven 
inches in length^ by seven and a half in width : is cut 
upon a very coarse, yet hard-grained stone — and rests 
upon a square, unconnected stone : — embedded within 
the wall. If it ever had shoulders and body, those 
shoulders and body were no part of the present appen- 
dages of the head. What then, is the Abbe da la Rne 
in error ? The more liberal inference will be, that the' 
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Abbe de la Rue bad Derer seen it. As to its antiquity, 
I am prepared to admit it to be very confiiderable ; 
and, if you please, even before the period of the loves 
of the father and mother of the character whom it is 
supposed to represent. In the morning, Madame 
RoUe seemed disposed to take ten loais (which I freely 
offered her) for her precious fragment : but the dis- 
tinct, collected view of whiskers, mouth, nose, eyes, 
and bur, instantaneously raised the quicksilver of her 
expectations to " quinze louis pour le moina 1" That 
was infinitely "trop fort" — and we parted without 
coming to any terms. Perhaps you will laugh at me 
for the previous offer. 

The chiuch of St. Gervais is called the mother 
church of the town : and it is right that you should 
have some notion of it It stands upon a finely ele- 
vated situation. Its interior is rather capacious : but 
it has no very grand effect arising from simplicity or 
breadth of architecture. The pillars to the right of 
the nave, on entering from the western extremity, are 
doubtless old ; perhaps of the hepanmg of the thir- 
teenth century. The arches are a flattened semi^ 
circle ; while those on the oppodte side are compara- 
tively sharp, and of a condderably later period. The 
ornaments of the capitals of these older pillars are,, 
some of them, sufficiently capricious and elaborate; 
while others are of a more exceptionable character on 
the score of indelicacy. But this does not surprise a. 
man who has been accustomed to examine ART, of the 
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middle centuries, whether in sculpture or in p 
The side aisles are comparatively modem. The 
pillars of the choir have scarcely any capitals beyond a 
umple rim or fiUet ; and are surmounted by sharp low- 
arches, like what are to he seen at St. Lo and Cou- 
tances. The roof of the left side lusle is perfectly 
green &om damp : the result, as at Coutances, of the 
roof having been stripped for the sake of the lead to 
make bullets, &c. during the Revolution. I saw this 
large church completely filled on Sunday, at morning 
service— about eleven : and, in the congregation, I 
observed several faces uid figures, of both sexes, 
which indicated great intelligence and respectability. 
Indeed there was much of the air of a London con- 
gregation about the whole. 

From tbe Church, we may fairly make any thing but 
a digression — in discoursing of one of its brightest 
ornaments, in the person of Monsieur Lakgevin: — a 
simple priest — as be styles himself in an octavo volume, 
which entities him to the character of the best living 
HiSTOBiAN OF Falaise. He is a mere officiating 
niinister in the church of Mons. Mouton; and his 
salary, as he led me to infer, could be scarcely twenty 
louis per annum. Surely this man Is among tbe most 
amiable and excellent of God's creatures ! But it is 
right that you should know the origin aad progress of 
our acquuntance. It was after dmner, on one of tbe 
most industriously spent of my days here — and tbe 
very second of my arrival^ — that the waiter announced 
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the arriral of tlie Abbe Langevin, in the passage, with 
a copy of his History beneath his arm. The door 
opened, and in walked the stranger — habited in his 
clerical garb— with a physiognomy so benign and ex- 
pressive, and with manners so gentle and well-bred, — 
that I rose instdnctively from my seat to give lum the 
most cordial reception. He returned my dvility in a 
way which shewed at once that he was a man of the 
most interesting siinplicity of character, "He was 
aware (he said) that he had intruded ; but as he under- 
stood " Monsieur was in pursuit of the antiquities of 
the place, he had presumed to offer for his acceptance 
a copy of a work upon that subject — of which he was 
the humble author." This work was a good sized 
thick crown octavo, filling five hundred closely and 
well-printed pages ; and of which the price was ,0iy 
tout I The worthy priest, seeing my surprise on his 
mentioning the price, supposed that I had considered 
it as rather extravagant. But this error was rectified 
in an instant. I ordered three copies of bis hbtorical 
labours, and told him my conscience would not allow 
me to pay him less than three Jrancs per copy. He 
seemed to be electrified : rose irom his seat — and lift- 
ing up one of the most expressive of countenances, 
with eyes apparently sufiused with tears — raised both 
his hands, and exclaimed . . " Que le bon Dieu vous 
benisse^les Anglois sont vraiementgeneteux!" 

For several seconds I sat riveted to my seat. Such 
an unfeigned and warm acknowledgment of what I had 
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conndered as a mere matter-of^outse propontim* 
perfectly aBtounded me : the more so, as it was accom- 
panied by a gesture and ardculatioD which could not 
fail to move any bosom — not absolutely composed of 
marble. We each rallied, and resumed the convert 
tion. In few but simple words he told me faia history. 
He had contrived to weather out the Revolution, at 
Falaise. Hig former preferment had been wholly 
taken from him ; and he was now a simple assistant in 
the church of Mons, Mouton, He had yielded with- 
out resistance ; as even remoTutrance would have been 
probably followed up by the guillotine. To solace 
himself in his afflictions, he had recourse to his old 
fitvourite studies of medicine and mutie ; — and bad in 
fact practised the former. " But come, Sir, (says be) 
come and do me the honour of a call — ^wben it shafl 
suit you." I settled it for the ensuing day. On break- 
ing up and taking leave, the amiable stranger modestly 
spoke of his History. It bad cost him three yeers^ 
toil ; and he seemed to mention, with an air of triumph, 
the frequent references in it to the Gallia Chriatiantt, 
and to Chartulariea and Family Records never before 
examined. On tlie next day I carried my projected 
visit into execution — towards seven in the evening. 
The lodgings of M. lisngevin are on tbe secMid floor 
of a house belonging to a carpenter. The worthy 
priest received me on t^ landing-place, in the most 
eheertul and chatty manner. He has three small rooms 
OB the same floor. In the first, bis Kbrary ia depo- 
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ai6d. Od my aBking him to let me see vhat slB bOO&tf 
he possessed, he turned gtuly round, and replied — 
" CotnmeDt done, Monsieur, ydub aimez les vieux 
Urres ? A ya, voyons !" Whereupon he pulled away 
certiun strips or pieces of wainscot, and chewed tne his 
book-treasures within the recesses. On my recognie^ 
ing a CoUncBut and Henry Stephen, ere he had read 
the title of the volumes, he seemed to marvel exceed- 
iBgly, and to gaze at me as a conjuror. He betrayed 
more than ordinary satisfaction on shewing his Latia 
Galen and Hippocrates ; and the former, to the besC 
of my recollection, contained Latin notes in the mar- 
gin, written by himself. These tomes were followed 
up by a few upon alchyn^ and astrology ; from wliicb, 
and the consequent conversation, I was led to infer 
that the amiable passessor entertained due respect for 
those studies which had ravished our Dees and Ash- 
holes of old. 

In the second room stood an upright piano forte — 
the maaufactwe, as well as the property, of Monsieur 
Langevin. It bore the date of 1806 ; and was consi- 
dered as the first of the kind introduced into Nor- 
mandy. It was impossible not to be struck with the 
various rational sources of amusement, by means of 
which this estimable character had contrived to be- 
guile the hours of his misfortunes. There was acalm, 
coHected, semuty of manner about him—a most un- 
feigned and unqualified resignation to the divme wiU— - 
w;hich marked him as an object at ooce of admiration 
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and esteem. There was no boast — no cant — no for- 
mal sermomsing. You aaio what religion had done 
for him. Her effects spake in his discourse and in 
hia life . . . Over his piano hung a portrait of himself ; 
very indifferently executed — and not strongly reaem- 
bling the original. " We can do something more 
faithful than this, sir, if you will allow it" — said I, 
pointing to Mr. Levis : and it was agreed that he 
should give the latter a sitting on the morrow. The 
next day M. Langevin came punctually to his appoints 
rnent,' for the purpose of having his portrait taken. 

On telling this original that the pencil drawing of 
Mr. Lewis (which by the bye was executed in abont 
an hour and a half) should be engraved — inasmuch as 
be was the modem Historian ofFalaise—he seemed 
absolutely astonished. He moved a few paces gently 
fbrwards, and turning round, with hands and eyes ele- 
vated, exclaimed, in a tremulous and heart-stricken 
tone of voice, " Ah, mon Dieu 1" I will not dissemble 
that I took leave of him with tears, which were with 
di£Sculty concealed. " AdieQ, pour toujoura t" — ^were 
words which he uttered with all the sincerity, and with 
yet more pathos, than was even shewn by Pierre Aim€ 
Lair at Caen. The landlord and landlady of this 
hotel are warm in their commendations of him : assur- 
ing me that bis name is hardly ever pronounced' with- 
out the mention of his virtues. He has just entered 
his sixty-second year.* 

■ [Since (he pnbUcstion of tlui Tow, tlie amiable Moat. 
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It remains only to give an account of the progreas of 
Printing and of Literature in thia place : although the 
latter ought to precede the former. As a literary man, 
our worthy acquaintance the Comte de la Fresnaye 
takes the leaid : yet he is rather an amateur than a 
professed critic. He has written upon the antiquities 
of the town ; but his work is justly conadered inferior 
to that of Monmeur Langevin. He quotes Waee fre- 
quently, and with apparent satis&ction ; and he pro- 
mises a French version of his beloved Ingt^h, Fa- 
laise is a quiet, dull place of resort, for those who form 
their notions of retirement as connected with the 
occasional bustle and animation of Caen and Roiien. 
But the situation is pleasing. The skies are serene ; 
tile temperature is mild, and the fruits of the earth 
are abundant and nutritious. Many of the more 
respectable inhabitants expressed their surprise to 
me that there were so few English resident in its 
neighbourhood — so much preferable, on many accounts 

LftDgefin hu publiihed " additions" to hia historical account of 
Falidae ; and in those additions, he ha« been pleased to notice the 
account iriiich ia hbbe gifen of hia laboiin and character. It 
would be bad — at least hardly jnstifiable— taste, to quote that 
notice : yet I cannot diBiemble the satisfaction to find that there 
is more than oni aympathising hcBirt in Normandy, which appre- 
ciates tUs record of its excellence. I subjoin.therefore, with the 
greatest satiafoction, a fac-sioiile of the autograph of thia amiable 
and learned man, as it ^>pean written (at my request) in the 
title-page of a copy of his" Researches." 

eCa(/*va %.ttv*L, fib^ft.'- 
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to that of Ca«i. But our oountrymen, you know, are 
sometimes a little capridons in the objects of tbdr 
chcMce. Just now, it is ihejathttm (at the English to 
re«de at Caen ; yet when you consider that the major 
part of our countrymen reside there for the porpoce of 
educating thrir childnm — and that Caen, from its nume- 
rous seminaries of educati<Hi, contains masters of erery 
description, whose lessons are sometimes as low as a 
frank for each — it is not BurprisiDg Aat Falaise is 
deserted for the former place. For myself— and for 
all those who love a select society, a sweet country, 
and rather a plentifiil sprinkle of antiquarian art, — for 
such, in short, who would read the fabliaux of the <Jd 
Norman bards in peace, comfort, and silence^there 
can be no question about the preference to be given 
to the spot from which I send this my last Norman 
despatch. 

I have before made mention of the fountains in thb 
place. They are equally numerous and clear. The 
inn in which we reside has not fewer than three foun- 
tains—or rather of jets (Teau — constantly playing. 
Those in the Place St. Triniti Grand Rue, and Piaee 
St. Gervais, are the largest ; but every gutter trickles 
with water as if dissolved from the purest crystal. 
It has been hot weather during the greater part of our 
stay; and the very sight of these translucent streams 
seems to refresh one's languid frame. But I pro- 
ceed chiefly to the productions of the Press. They 
do a good deal of business here in the way of ephe- 
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meral publications. LeteUier, ntuated in the Orande 
Rue, is die chief printer of cht^ books : and if we 
judge from tbe general character of these, the Falai- 
toia seem to be marvellously addicted to the efiuaions 
of the muse. Indeed, their ballads, of all kinds, are 
innumerable. Read a few — v'hich are to be found in 
the very commonest publications. There is some- 
thing rather original, and of a very pleasingly tender 
cas^ in the first two : 

I*E BAISER D'ADIEUX. 

PitKS de toi f heure du myst^re 
Ne m'ftppellera plua demRlii, 
Vera ta demenre goUtcIre 
Mea paa me giuderont eu wn -. 
J'u reipir£ ta donee haleioe, 
Et des pleura ont mottiU^ met yeiu, 
J'ai tout senti, pl^ir et peine, -i 
J'ai re^u ton baiser d'adieiu. / "' 

Tu psn,,et ma]|^£ ta prome^se 
Itien ne m'sssnre de ta foi, 
, f(ul lOaTenir de.ta t<ndres8e 

Nevient pie,diTe:,Peme iijioL 
Tod amour qu'eav^ je r^ame 
Ne me luase, en qiutt^iit cee Item, 
Qae lluimide et bniMte flamme 
De.ton dernier.bMser d'adieux. 

PniHo Ml moinB ton indiffilrence 
Te garder d'an nouvel Euuour. 
Bt le veava^ide I'abMiice 
HIter ton foTtun^ retoor I 
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;PtdMe alMs I'kiuiit 4ii t'*dort, 
Te revof utt mix mbnei lietix, 
Sur tea Ifanea vi«rga encMc 
Retroanr aon biaaa d'adieiix I 



L>IHAOS DB LA VIE. 



Nona Aaiuona et duu notre casm, 
A prine aux portM de U vie. 
Tout an plniair, tout an bmilieiir, 
Et nona invite et notu coarie ; 
D*al>onl, simplea unnaemeDta 
Savent contenter ootre enfance ; 
H^ bientAt aux jeox innocena, 
L'amoor noui prend . . . itas qu'on y peiue. 

RUette & Vhgt de qninze ana, 
O&e I'lmtge de la roae. 
Qui db I'approche du printempa, 
Entr'ouTre aa fenille mi-cloae j 
BientAt raiKniUon du d^ir 
Vieat oufrir fleur d'innoceacet 
Et aona la bonclie du pluiir, 
Elle a'^6t . . . auu qu'sUe ; pense. 

Vona, <p& pendant voa jeunes m», 
Ne GOtirtiaez pas la folie, 
Songei done que cet heureux tempa 
- Ne dure paa toute la *ie, 
Aaiez rite il nous faut qiutter 
Tendrea ardeora, virea jouisauicea ; 
Et dam un coenr qui atut umer. 
La rtuBOD lient . . . aana qu'on 7 peuie. 

Mtua enfin, Burl'tile du tentps. 
On arrive aa bat du Toyage, 
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Et I'on voit la glace des uia, 
CauroDoer nos fronta it cet Age i 
S'il Alt sensible k Ik piti£, 
841 cultiTA 1b bienf^ance, 
Entre les bras de ramiti£ 
l/bomme Snit . . . bku qa'il y penae ' 

You must know that tiiey are here great lovers of 
royalty, and of course great supporters of the Bourbon 
Family. The King's printer is a Mods. Br£e rAiiie» 
Jie is a very pleasant, well-bred man, and lives in the 
Place Trinit6. I have paid him more than one visit, 
Wid always felt additional pleasure at every repetition 
pf it. My first visit was marked with a somewhat ludi'^ 
crous circumstance. On entering the compositors* 
room, I observed, pasted upon the walls, in large car 
pital letters, the following well known words : 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 

Both Monsieur Bree I'AinS — and his workmen were 
equally gratified by my notice and commendation of 
this sentiment. " It is the favourite sentiment, Sir, 
of your country," — remarked the master. To this I 
readily assented. " It is also. Sir, the favourite one of 
our own," replied M. Br£e I'Ain^ — and his men rea- 
dily attested their concurrence in the same reply. 
" Ah, Sir, if you would only favour us by tinging the 
air, to which these words belong, you would infinitely 
oblige us idl" . . . said a shrewd and intelligent-looking 
compositor. " With all my heart" — rejoined I — "bat 
I must frankly tell you, that I shall axtg it va&et with 
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heart than with Toiee— being nfeXhei a. vocal nor an 
inatnunental performer." " No matter : give ub only 
a notion of it." They all stood round in a circle, and 
I got through two atanua aa gravely and as eflSdentiy 
aa I was able. The usual " charmant !" followed my 
exertions. It waa now my turn to ask a favour. " Sing 
to me your fevourite national air of BLobekt and Aa- 
leTTK." " Most willingly, Sir," replied the foremen- 
tioned " shrewd and intelKgent-looking compositor." 
" Tenez : nn petit moment : je vius chercher mon 
vfolon. Ca Ira mieux." 

He left the house in search of his violin. The tone 
tt the National ur which he sung was both agreeable 
and lively : and upon the whole it was difficult to say 
which seemed to be the better pleased with the respec- 
tive national airs. M. Br^e shewed me his premises 
in detail. They had been formerly a portion of an 
old church ; and are situated on the edge of the great 
fosse which encircles the town. A garden, fiitl of 
sweet blocmung flowers, is behind them; and the view 
baokwards b cheerful and picturesque. There are 
generally five presses at work j which, for a provincial 
printing office, shews business to be fiir from slack. 
Mons. B. seUs a great number of almanacks, and prints 
all the leading publications connected with the town. 
In &ct, bis title, as Impnmeur du Rot, supposes him 
to take the principal lead as a printer. This agree- 
aUe man has a brother who is professor of rhetoric in 
the College Royale at Paris. 
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Oi BouqMMttes, or dealers in old books, there are 
scarcely any. I spent three or four fruitless hours in 
a search afler old chronicles and old poetry : and 
was compelled, almost from pure civility, to purchase 
of DuFOURS a Petit s Virgil of 15^, folio — which will 
be hardly worth the carriage. \ tried hard for a fine 
copy of FaucheCa Originea de la Poiaie Franfoise, 
1581, 4to. with the head of the author, but in vain ; yet 
endeavoured to console myself hy an old blue morocco 
copy of Let regrets et trittes btmerdiftioHa da Comte de 
Montgomery, by Demoretme, Rouen, 1574^, 8to. as 
well as a clean, fresh, and ahaost crackling copy of 
" Amoureuses occt^ations de la Taysormiere, Lyon, 
1555, 8vo. — for two francs each — and both destined for 
the rich and choice library of our friend • * * *, 

Thus much for Falaise: for a spot, which, from the 
uniform serenity of the weather since I have been here 
— from the comfort of the inn — ^from the extreme 
civiUty and attention of the townspeople — and from 
the yet more interesting society of the Comte de la 
Fresnaye, the Curit Mouton and Langevin — together 
with the amenity of the surroundnig country, and 
the interesting and in part magnificent remfuns of 
antiquity — can never be erased from my recollection. 
It is here that the tourist and antiquary may find 
objects for admiration and materials for recording. I 
have done both : admired and recorded— happy, if the 
result of such occupations shall have contributed to 
the substantial gratification of yourself and of out 
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common fiiendi. And noir, fiuewell; not only to 
FalaJse, but to Nokhandy. I slmll leave it, from this 
delightful spot, in the most thorough good humour, 
and with more than ordinary regret that my etay has 
necessarily been short, Z have taken my place in the 
Diligence, direct for Paris. " II n'y a qu'trn Paris" — 
sud the Comte de la Fresnaye to me the other day, 
when I told him I had never been there — to wliieh I 
replied, " Are there then two Londons ?" Thirty-six 
hours will settle aQ this. In the mean time, adieu. 
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LETTER XXI. 

roUSNEY TO FABie. DREUX. HOUDAN. VBBSAILLE8. 
BNTRAIICB INTO PARIS. 

Pari*. Rue Pmhottrg Peiuoniire, 3fap 30, 1819. 

"Time and the hour runs through the roughest day." 
They must be protacted miseries indeed which do not, 
at some period or other, have something like a termi- 
nation. I am here, then my good friend — safe and 
sound at hist; comfortably situated in a boarding 
house, of which the mistress is an agreeable English- 
woman and the master an intelligent Swiss. I have 
sauntered, gaiEed, and wondered — and exchanged a 
diousand gradous dvihties ! I have delivered my epis< 
tolary credentials : have shaken hands with Monueur 
Van Praet ; have paced the smte of rooms in which 
the renowned Bibuothbque du Roi b deposited: 
have traversed the T^uUeriet and the Louvre ; repeat- 
edly reconnoitred the Botttevards ; viewed the gilt 
dome of the H^l det IttvaUdes, and the white flag 
upon the bronze {ullar in the Place Vendome ,• seen 
crowds of our countrymen at Meuriee't and m the 
hotels about the Rue de la Paix; partaken of the 
rival ices of Tortom and the Caffi des MiUe Cotonnct ;■ 
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bought old French poetry st a Bouquiniste's : and 
drank Cfaamherlin and Champagne at the richly gar- 
nished table of our *****, These are what may 
be called good/oreground olgectt in the composition of 
a Parifiian picture. Ifow for the filling up of the can- 
vas with appropriate and harmonizing detail. 

A second reflection corrects however the precipi- 
tancy of such a proposal ; for it cannot be, in this my 
^rit despatch, that you are to receive any thing like 
an adequate notion of the topics thus hastily thrown 
together on the first impulse of Pariaitn in^uratioD. 
Wait patiently, therefore: and at least admire the 
methodical precision of my narrative. My last letter 
left me on the eve of departure firom Falaiae } and it ia 
precisely from that place that I take up the thread of 
my journal. We were to leave it, as I told you, in the 
Diligoice — on the evening of the Sunday, immediately 
£i>llowing the date of the despatch transmitted. I shall 
have reasm to remember that joumey for man^ a day 
to ccane ; but, " post varios casus. Sec." I am thank- 
ful to find myself safely settled in my present com- 
fortable abode. The Sabbath, on the evening of 
which tiie Diligence usually starts for Paris, happened 
to be a festivaL Before dawn of day I heard inces- 
sant juvenile voices beneath the window of my bed- 
room at the Grand Turc ; What might this mean ? 
Between three and four, as the day began to break, 
I rose, and approaching the window, saw, from thence. 
a number of UtUe boys and ^rls busied in making arti- 
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fici^ Smrer-beds and sand-lMwdMa, &c. Theb tongues 
and tfaeir bodily moTenents were equally immtermit- 
ting. It was nnpossible for a stranger to guess at the 
meamng of such a proeeedii^ ; but,, operaug the win- 
dow, I tliouglU: there could be no harm in asking a 
Terj simple question — which I will eonfess to you was 
put in rather an irritable manner oa my part . * . for I 
had been annoyed by their laboins Sot more than the 
last hour. " What are ;oo about, there?" I exdumed 
— " Ha> is it you Sir ?" Eq)lied a little arch boy — mis- 
taibing me for some one ielae. " Yes, (resumed I) tdl 
me what you are about there t" " in truth, we are 
mating B6potoirs for the Fete-Dieu : the Host will 
pass this way by and bye. Is it not a pretty thing. 
Sir?" exclaimed a sweetly modulated female voice. 
All my irritability was softened in a mom^it ; and I 
wBfl instantly convinced that Sol<Hnon never delivered 
a wiser sentiment than when he said — " A soft answer 
tumeth away wrath !" I admitted the prettinesa of the 
thing without comprehending a particle of it : and 
teUng them to speak in a lower k^, shut the window, 
and sought my bed. But sleep h^ ceased to seek me : 
and the little urchins, instead of lowering their voices, 
seemed to break forth in a more general and incessant 
vociferation. In consequence, I was almost feverish 
from resdessness — when the flUe de chambre announced 
that " it was eight o'clock, and the monung most beau- 
tifid." 
These r^potoirt are of more importance than you 
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sre aware oJT. Tbey consist of little spots, or spaces m 
the streets, gamudted with flowers, and intersected by 
walks, marked with fine gravel, in the centre of which 
the Host rests, on its passing to and fro from the 
aeveral parishes. When I rose to dress, I obeerved 
the work of art — which had been in progress during 
die night — perfectly complete. Passengers were for- 
bidden to trespass by pieces of string festened to difie- 
Tmt parts by way of a fence — or, whoever chose to 
walk within, considered themseWes bound to deposit a 
eons as the condition of gratifying their curiosity. Upon 
the whole, this r^posoir ought be about uxteen feet 
square. Towards deren o'clock the different religious 
ceremonies began. On one side the noise of the drum, 
and the march of the national guard, indicated that 
military mass was about to be performed j on the other, 
the procession of priests, robed and o£Sciating — the 
elevation of banners— and the sonorous responses of 
both laity and clergy — put the whole town into agita- 
tion, and made every inmate of every mannon thrust 
his head out of window, to gaze at the pasung spec- 
tacle. We were among the latter denomination of 
lookers on, and recognised, with no small gratification, 
our clerical friends Messieurs Mouton, Langevin, and 
the huge &ther confessor at Ghiibray — followed by a 
great number of respectable citizens, among whom the 
Comte de la Fresnaye and his amiable and intelligent 
son (recently married) made most respectable figures. 
They approached the r^posinr in question. The 
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priests, with the HoBt> took their station within it; 
Bilence followed ; one officiating clergyman then knelt 
down ; shut, what seemed to be, the wooden covers of 
a book, — ^with coiudderable violence— ^«se — turned 
round, and the procesuon being again put in motioi)^~ 
the whole marched away to the church of the Holy 
Trinity ; — whither I followed it ; and where I witnessed 
what I was unable to comprehend, and what I should 
not feel much disposed to imitate. But let every 
coimtry be allowed to reverence and respect its own 
particular religious ceremonies. We may endure what 
we cannot commend . . and insult and disrespect are 
among the last actions which a well regulated mind 
will shew in its treatment of such matters. I should 
add, that these reposoirs, a few hours after the per- 
formance of the ceremony just described, are indiscri- 
nunately broken up : the flowers and the little sand 
btmks falling equally a prey to the winds and the feet 
of the passenger. 

Opposite to the imi was an hospital for the female 
tdck. It had been formeriy an establishment of very 
conuderable extent and celebrity ; but whether it was 
originally connected with the hospital of the JUproaerie 
de Saint Ltatare, (about which the Abbe Langevin's 
KBstory of Falaise is rather curious) the H6tel-Diew, or 
&e HSpitid QSniral, I cannot take upon me to pro- 
nounce. Certiun it is, however, that this establish- 
ment does great credit to those who have the conduct 
of it. As foreigners, and particularly as Engli^men, 
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we were pennitted to see the wluile without reserre. 
Od my return firom wkDesdng the ceremony at the 
church of the Trimty, I Tinted this hospital : m; com- 

pamon haviiig resumed his graphic operatioDa before 
the Caatle. I shall not easily forget the face and 
figure of the matron. To a countenance of mascu- 
line feature, and masculine coiU]dexion — including no 
ordinary growth of beard, of a raven tint— «he added 
a sturdy, squat, muscular figure — ^which, when put into 
action, moved in a most decided manner. A large 
bunch of massive keys was suspended from a girdle at 
her side ; and her diess, which was black, was t«i- 
dered more characteristic and striking, by the appear- 
ance of, what are yet called, buttles above her hips. 
As she moved, the keys and the floor Beemed equally 
to shake beneath her steps. The elder Smirke would 
have painted this severe Duenna-Iibe looking matron 
with inimitable force and (futh. But . ... she no sooner 
opened her mouth, than all trwts of severity vanished. 
Her voice was even musical, and her " faf on de parler" 
most gracious. She shewed me the whole establish- 
ment with equal good humour and alertness ; and I 
don't know when I eveimade such a number of bows 
(to the several female patients in the wards) within 
such limited dme and space. The whole building has 
the ur of a convent ; and there weie.several architec* 
tuial relics, perhaps of the end of the fifteenth century, 
which I only resetted were not of portable dimen- 
sions ; as, upon making enquiry, litde objection s 
to be made to the gratuitous dbposal of them. 
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The bonr tee departuze, after sun-set, having ar- 
rived, we were suinmoned to the I^ligence — when, 
bidding adieu to the very worthy host and hostess of 
the Grand TW-o, (whom I stroi^ly recommmd all Eng- 
lishmen to visit) I made up n^ nund for a tfairty-ux 
hour's joumey-~as I was to reach Pans on Tuesday 
morning. The day liad been excessively hot for' die 
season of the year ; and the night air was refreshing. 
But after a flew snatches of sleep — greatly needed — 
there appeai-ed manifest symptoms of decay and down- 
&11 in the gloomy and comfortless machine in which 
we took our departure. In other words, towards day- 
light, and just as we approached VAigle, the left 
braces (which proved to be thoroughly rotted leather) 
broke in two : and down slid, rather than tumbled, the 
Faluse Diligence t There were two French gentle. 
men, and an elderly lady, besides ourselves in the coach. 
While we halted, in order to repair the machine, the 
Frenchmen found consolation in their misfortune by 
rumung to a caffe, (it was between four and five in the 
morning), rousing the master and mistress, and as I 
thought, peremptorily and impertinently asking for 
cofiee : while they amused themselves with billiards 
during its preparation. I was in no humour for eating, 
drinking, or playing t for here was a second sleepless 
night 1 Having repaired this crazy vehicle, we rum- 
bled on for VemeuU ; where it was exchanged for a 
diligence of more capacious dimennons. Here, about 
eleven o'cbck, we had breakfiwt; and £rom .hence- 
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forth tet it not be sud Hat the art of eatang and drinL' 
ing belongs excliuively to our country : — for such mani- 
festationa of appetite, and of attack upon substantials 
aa well a» fluids, I had scarcely ever before witnesBed. 
I waa well coDtented with coffee, tea, eggs, and bread 
tHU who nught not well be ? . . . but my companions, 
after taUng these in flank, cut through the centre of a 
roast fowl and a dish of stewed veal : making diver- 
mma, in the mean while, upon sundry bottles of red 
and white wine ; the fingers, during the meal, being as 
instrumental as the wlute metal forks. 

We set off at a good round trot for Dreux .- and, in 
the route thither, we ascended a long and steep hill, 
having Nonatteourt to the left. Here we saw some 
very pret^ country houses, and the whole landscape 
had an au: of English comfort and picturesque beauty 
about it. Here, too, for the' first time, I saw a tine- 
TABD. At this early season of the year it has a most 
stiff and unseemly look ; presenting to the eye scarcely 
any thing but the brown sticks, obhquely put mto the 
ground, against which the vine is trained. BiU the 
sloping banks, on each side of the ascending road, 
were covered with plantations of this precious tree ; 
and I was told diat, if the auttimh should prove ais 
auspicious as appeared the spring, there would be a 
season of equal gaiety and abundance. I wished it 
with all my heart. Indeed I felt particularly interested 
in the whole aspect of the country about Nonancourt. 
The sun was fast descending as we entered the town 
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otDrevx — where I bad resolved upon taking teave 
both of the diligence and of mj companiona ; and of 
reaching Paris by post. At seren we dined, or rather 
perhaps made an early supper; when my fellow tra- 
Tellers smtaitted their reputation for their powers of 
attack upon fish, flesh, and fowl. Indeed the dinner 
was equally plentiful and well cooked ; and the charge 
moderate in proportion. But there h nothing, either 
on the score of provision or reasonableness of cost^ 
like the table (ThSte throughout France ; and he who 
cannot acconunodate himself to the hour of dining 
(nsually about one) must make up his mind to worse 
fere and treble charges. 

After dinner we strolled in the town, and upon the 
heights near the castle. We visited the principal 
church, St. JeoH, which is very spacious, and upmi 
the whole is a fine piece of architecture. I speak 
more paitiicularly of the interior — ^where I witnessed, 
however, some of the most horrible devastatiooB, aris- 
ing from the Revolution, which X had yet seen, b 
one of the side chapels, there had been a magnificent 
monument ; perhaps from sixteen to twoity feet in 
height — crowded with figures, as large as life, from 
the base to ihe summit. It i^peared as if some 
trenchant instrument of an irr«sisliUe force, had 
shaved away many of the figures ; but more especially 
die heads and the arms. This was only one, but the 
most striking, spedmen of revolutionary Vandalism, 
There were plenty of similar proofr, on a reduced 
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scale. In the midst of Aese traces of recent havoc, 
there was a pleasure mingled with melancholy, in look- 
ing up and viewing some exceedingly pretty spedmens 
of old stained glasB : — which had escaped the destruc- 
tion committed in the lower regions, and had preserved 
all their ori|^nal ireshDess. Here and there, in th^ 
ade chapels, the priests were robing themselves to 
attend confession; while the suppliants, in kneeling 
attitudes, were expecting them by the side of the con- 
fessionals. From the church I bent n^ steps to the 
principal bookseller of the ^ace, whom I found to be 
an intelligent, civil, and extremely good-natured trades- 
man. But his stock was too modem. " Donnez vous 
la peine de monter" — exclaimed he precipitately ; beg- 
pag me to follow him. His up-staiis collection was 
scarcely of a more ancient chf^acter than that below. 
There were more copies of Voltaire and Rousseau 
than I should have supposed he could sell in six years 
— ^but " on flie contrary" (said he) " in six months' 
time, not a single copy will remain unsold !" I inar7 
Telled and grieved at such intelligence ; because the 
poison was not extracted firom the nourishment con- 
tuned in these works. To an enquiry about my old 
typographical fiiends, Vercurd, Pigouchet, and Eustace, 
the worthy bibliopole replied " qu'il n'avoit jamais 
entendu parler de ces gens-la 1" Agmn I marvelled ; 
and having no temptation to purchase, civilly wished 
him good evening. 
Meanwhile Mr. L. had attuned the castle heights^ 
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and wAs lost in a sort of extacy at the suirounding 
scene. On entering the outer walls, and directing your 
steps towards the summit, you are enchanted with a 
beautiful architectural specimen — in the character of a 
zigzag early Norman arch — which had originally he* 
longed to a email church, recently taken down: The 
arch alone stands insulated. . beyond which, a new, and 
apparently a very handsome, church is erecting, chiefly 
under the care and at the expence of the present Ihike 
of Orleans; — as a mausoleum fw his fannly— ^^md in 
which, not many days befcnre our arrival, the remains 
of one of his children had been deposited. I wished 
greatly for a perfect drawing of this arch . . but there 
was no time . . and my companion was exercising his 
pencil, on the summit, by a minute, bird's eye of the 
sweep of country to be seen from this elevated situa- 
tion — through the greater part of which, indeed, the 
diligence from Vemeuil had recently conducted us. 
I should add, that not a rehc of that Castle, which 
had once kept the town and the adjacent country 
in awe, is now to be seen : but its outer walls enclose 
a space hardly less than . twenty acres : — the most 
considerable area which I had yet witnessed. To 
give a more interesting character to the scenery, the 
flun, broad and ted, was just hiding the lower limb of 
his disk behind the edge of a purple hill. A quiet, 
mellow effect reigned throughout the landscape. I 
gazed on all sides ; and (wherefore, I cannot now say) 
as I sunk upon the grass, overwhelmed nith &tigue 
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and die budtude of two Bleeplesa nights, wished, in 
my heart, I could have seen the effect of that glorioiu 
■un-eet from the heights of Dover, Now and then, 
M when at school, one feek a Uttleliome-sick ; but the 
meUncboly mood which then possessed me was purely 
a physical efiect from a physical cause. The shadows 
of evening began to succeed to the glow of sun-set— 
when, starting from my recumbent position, ^n which 
•le^ was bej^nning to surprise me) I hastened down 
the heights, and by a nearer direcUon sought the town 
and our hotel. We retired betimes to rest — ^but not 
un^ from an opposite coach maker, we had secured a 
I^eton-bke carriage to convey us with post horses, 
the next day, to Paris. 

Excellent beds and undisturbed slumber put me in 
spirits for the grand entr£e into the metropolis of 
fVance. Breakfasting a little after nine— before ten, 
a ptur of powerful black horses, one of which was 
mmnoimted by a sprucely-attired postilion — with the 
phaeton in the rear — were at the door of the hotel. 
Seeing all our baggage properly secured, we sprung 
into the conveyance and darted forward at a smart 
gallop. The animals seemed' as if they could fly away 
with UB—ond the whip of the postilion made innume- 
rable circular flourishes above their heads. The sky 
was beautiAiIly clear : and a briskly-stirring, but not 
unpWsantly penetrating, south-east wind, played ia 
our feces as we seemed scarcely to be sensible of die 
Toad. What a cwitiast to the hea^ vexationj and 
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general uncomfortableneBB of the two preceding dsya 
of our journey ! We felt it eensibly, and enjoyed it in 
proportion. Our first place of baiting, to change 
horses, was at Hocdan; which may be about four 
leagues from Dreux ; and I verily believe we reached 
it in an hour. The route thither is through a flat and 
uninteresting country; except that every feature of 
landscape (and more especially in our previous journeys 
through Normandy) seems to be thrown to a greater 
distance, than in England. This may account for the 
flatness of views, and the diminutivenesa of objects. 
Houdan ia a village-like town, containing a population 
of about 2000 inhabitants ; but much business is done 
on market days ; and of com, in particular, I was told 
that they often sold several thousand sacks in a day. 
Its contiguity to Paris may account for the quantity of 
business done. In the outskirts of the town,— and 
flanked, rather dian surrounded, by two or three rows 
of trees, of scarcely three years growth — stands the 
" stiff and stower" remains of the Cattle of Houdan. 
It is a very interesting relic, and to our eyes appeared 
of an unusual construction. The comer towers are 
small and arcular; and the intermediate portion of 
the ooter waU is constructed with a sweU, or - a small 
corvature outwards. I paced the outside, but have 
forgotten tbe measurement. Certainly, it is not more 
than forty feet square. I tried to gEun admittance into 
the interior, but without success, as the person pos- 
sessing the key was not to be found. I saw enough. 
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howerer, to conrince me that tlie waDs could not be 
less dun twelve feet in thicluieBi. 

The horses had been some time in readiness, and 
the fresh postilion seemed to be lost in amazement at 
the cause of our loitering so long at so inngnificant a 
place. The day Vanned as we pushed on ibr the far- 
fomed " proud Versailles." The approach, from Hou- 
dan, is perhaps not the most favourable ; although we 
got peeps of the palace, which gave us rather elevated 
notions of its enormous extent. We drove to the 
H6tet de Bourbon, an excellent, clean mansion, close 
to the very fafade of the palace, after passing the 
H&tel de Ville ; and from whence you have an undis- 
turbed view of the broad, wide, direct road to Paris. 
I bespoke dinner, and prepared to lounge. The pa- 
lace-^f which I purposely declined visiting the inte- 
rior — reserving Versailles for a future and entire day's 
gratification — is doubtless an immense fabric — of which 
tiie facade just mentioned is composed of brick, and 
assumes any thing but a grand and imposing lur: 
merely because it wants simplicity and unifonnity of 
de»gn. I observed some charming white stone houses, 
scattered on each side of this widely extended cbaus- 
see — or route royale — and, upon the whole, Versaillea 
appeared to ua to be a magnificent and rather interest- 
ing spot. Two or three rows of trees, some forty or 
fifty generations more ancient than those constituting 
the boulevards at' Houdan, formed avenues on each 
side of this noble road ; and all appeared I^ and 
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animation — savouring of the proximify of the metro 
polls. Carriages without number — chiefly upon hire, 
were going and returning ; and the gaits and dresses 
of individuals were of a more studied and of a gayer 
aspect. At length, we became a little impatient for our 
^nner, and for the moment of our departure, We 
hired one of these carriages ; which, for nine francs, 
would convey us to the place of our destination. This 
ai^>eared to me very reasonable ; and after being ex- 
travagant enough to drink Champagne at dinner, to 
conunemoiate our near approach to the metropolis, we 
set forward between five and six o'clock, resolving tp 
Btrmn our eyes to the utmost, and to be astonished at 
every thing we saw ! — especially as this is considered 
the most favourable approach to the capital. 

The Eeole MiUtaire, to the left, of which Marshid 
Ney had once the chief command, struck me as a 
noble establishment. But it was on approaching 
Siivre that all the bustle and population, attendant 
upon the immediate vidnity of a great metropolis, be^ 
came evident. Single-horsed vehicles — in many of 
which not fewer than nine persons were pretty closely 
stowed — three upon a bench, and three benches undet 
the roof — ^fiacres, barouches, and carriages of every 
description, among which we discovered a gireat num- 
ber from our own country — did not fwl to occupy out 
unremitting attention. Sivre is a long, rambling, and 
chiefly single-street town ; but picturesquely situated, 
on a slope, and ornamented to the left by the winding^ 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



S64 APPROACH TO PARIS. 

of the Seine. We were downright glad to renew our 
acquaintance with out old, and long-lost friend, the 
river Seine ; although it appeared to be sadly shorn of 
its majestic breadth since we had parted with it before 
the walls <^ Montmorenci castle, in our route to Havre. 
The new nine-arch bridge at Sevre ia a sort of W*- 
terloo bridge in miniature. Upon the heights, above 
i^ I learnt that there was a beantiJui view of the rivew 
in the foreground with Paris in the distance. We 
passed over the old bridge, and saw St. Cloud to the 
left : which of course interested us as the late residence 
of Bonaparte, but which, in truth, has nothing beyond 
the lur of a large respectable country gentleman's man- 
non in.England. We pushed on, and began to have 
distinct perceptions of the great city. Of all the desi- 
rable places of retreat, whether for its elevated situa* 
ti(»i, or respectable appearance, or commodious neigh- 
bourhood, nothing struck me more forcibly thati the 
village of Fabsy, upon a commanding terrace, to the 
left } some tiiree or four English miles from Paris — 
and having a noble new both of the river and of the 
dty. It is also conridered to be remarkably healthy ; 
uid carriages of every descriptbn, are constantly pass- 
ing thidier to and from Piuis. 

The dome of the Pantheon, and the gilded one of 
ike H6tel des Invalided, together with the stunted 
towers o( Notre Dame, were among the chief objects 
to the- right : while the accompaniment of the Seine, 
afibrded a plea»ng for^ptound to this architectural 
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picture ia the distance. But, my fnend, I wUl frankly 
own to you, that I was disappointed . . . upon this frat 
glimpse of the gkeat city. In the first place, the sui> 
rounding country is flat ; with the exception of Afoiutf 
-Celhary, to the left, which has nothing to do with the 
metropolitan view fi-om this situation. In die second 
place, what are the Pantheon and Notre Dame com- 
pared with St. Paufs and Westminster Abbey ? — to say 
nothing of the viciiiity of London, as is cosnected mth 
tlie heautifully undulating ground about Camherw<^, 
Sydenham, Norwood, and Shooter's Hill— and, on the 
other side of the water, Hampstead, Higbgate and 
Harrow : again, Wimbledon and Richmond ! . . What 
lovely vicinities are these compared with that of Mont 
Martre I And if you take river scenery into the «o- 
eount, what is the Seine, ia the neighbourhood of 
Paris, compared with the Thames in diat of London? 
If the almost impenetrable smoke and filth firom coal- 
fires were charmed away — shew me, I beseech you, any 
view ofParis, from this, orfi^unanypointof^proach, 
which shall presume to bear the semblance of compa- 
rison with that of London, from the descent from 
Shooter's Hili/ The most bewitched Frenchified-£kig> 
lishman, in the perfect possesuon of his eye aight, wiU 
not have the temerity to institute such a comparison. 

But as you near the barriers, your admiration in- 
creases. Having got rid of all background of country 
— as you approach the capital — the foregoing objec- 
tions vanish. Here the officers of police affected to 

vol.. I. B B 
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search our luggage. They were heartily welcome, and 
BO I told them. This disarmed all guspicion. Accoid- 
ingly we entered Paris by one of &e noblest and one 
of the most celebrated of its Boulevards — ^the Champs 
Elyalet. As we gained the Place Lorn* Qtftnx?, with 
the Thuileriet in front, with the H&tel det InvaUdet 
(the gilded dome of which latter reflected the strong 
rays of a setting sun) to the right — we were much 
struck with this combination of architectural splen- 
dour : indbputably much superior to any similar dis- 
play on the entrance into our own capital.* Turning 
ito the left, the Place Vendome and the Rue de la Paix, 
with the extreme height of the houses, "and the stone 
materials of their construction, completed our admira- 
tion. But the Boulevards ItaUenv — after passing the 
pillars of the proposed church of Ste. Madelaine, and 
turning to the right — helped to prolong our extreme 
gratification, till we reached the spot whence I am 
addressing you. Doubtless, at first glance, this is a 
most splendid and enchanting city. A particular de- 
tail must be necessarily reserved for the next despatch. 
I shall take all possible pains to make you acquainted 
with the treasures of past times — in the shape of 
JHonn^cilpt^ and vtiattb Soo^. The Botal Li- 
BRAEY has as much astonished me, as the Cubatobs 

* [The above was written in 1818-19. Now, wliat wonM be 
said by & foreigner, of hia first drire ^m WealminBter Bridge, 
tbroagh Regent Street to the stupendona Pantheon fodog the 
Urmhi&tion of Fortkmd Place 
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of it have charmed me by their extreme kindnesB and 
civility.* 

* [At this point, the labouTB of Moiu. Licqubt, bs my tnat- 
MOT, cease ; and I will let him take leave of his ta«k of traogla- 
tion in his own words. " Ici Be termine la tache qui m'a 6t& 
Gonfi^ Aprfes SToir ritnti franchement tout ce qui m'a sembl^ 
digae de l'£tre, je croiB devoir declarer, eo finiHant, que mea ob- 
Berrations n'oot jamais en la ptrroant poiv objet. Je reate per- 
suade, d'ulleun, que le c<eur de M. D. eat tout-^fiiit innoceut 
des ^arts de son esprit. Si Ton peat le condamner pour le iait, 
il faudra tonjoun I'absoudre pour llntention . . ." The conelud- 
ing sentence need not be copied : it is bad taste to re-echo the 
notices of one's own good qualities. 

M J Norman translator at least takes leave of me with the gnce 
of a gentleman : althongh bis thrusts have been occasionally 
direct and severely intended. The foil which he has used has 
_not always hod the button covered. The candid reader will, 
however, judge how these thrusts have been parried ; and if the 
" hits" on the part of my adversary, have been sometimes " pal- 
pable," those of the original author mil not (it is presumed) be 
deemed feeble or unimpressive. After all, the sum total of " Er- 
rata" scarcely includes TBaxn of lubtlimtial moment : and «4ab. 
ing Mons Ucquet "a very good day," I desire nothing better 
than to renew our critical coqueting an the 'floor of that Library 
of which he is the " Bibliothfecaire en Chef."] 
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OLD POEM 



THE SIEGE OF ROUEN. 



The City of Rouen makes too considerable a 
figure in the foregoing pages, and its history, as con- 
nected with our own country in the earlier part of the 
fifteenth century, is too interesting, to require any 
thing in the shape of apology for the matter which 
the Reader is ahout to peruse. This " matter" is 
necessarily incidental to the present edition of the 
"Tour;" as it is only recently made public An 
" Old English Poem" on our Henry the Fifth's 
" Siege of Rouen" is a theme likely to excite the at- 
tention of the literary Antiquary on either side of 
the ChaimeL 

The late erudite, and ever to be lamented Rev, 
J. J. Conybeare, successively Professor of the Saxon 
language, and of EngHsh Poetry in the University of 
Oxford, discovered, in the exhaustless treasures of 
the Bodleian Library, a portion of the Old English 
Poem in question : but it was a portion only. In the 
SI St. vol. of the ArchsBolof^, Mr. Conybeare gave an 
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account of this fortunate discovery, and subjoined the 
poetical fragment. Mr. Frederick Madden, one of 
the Librarians attached to the MS. department in the 
British Museum, was perhaps yet more fortunate in 
the diecovery of the portion which was lost : and in 
the 22d. vol. of the /irc/ueologia, just published, 
(pp. 350 — 398), he has annexed an abstract of the re- 
maining fragment, with copious and learned notes. 
This fragment had found its way, in a prose attire, 
into the well-known English MS. Chronicle, called the 
Brute :— usually (but most absurdly) attributed to 
Cazton. It is not however to be found in all the copies 
of this Chronicle. On the contrary, Mr. Madden, 
after an examination of several copies of this MS. has 
foimd the poem only in four of them : namely, in two 
among the Harleian MSS. (Nos. 753, 3256— from 
which his transcript and collation have been made) in 
one belonging to Mr. Coke of Holkham, and in a 
fourth belonging to the Cotton Collection: — Galba 
E. viii. This latter MS. has a very close borrespon- 
dence with the second Hart. MS. but is often faulty 
from errors of the Scribe. See Gentleman's Ma- 
gazine, May, 1829. 

So much for the history of the discovery of this 
precious old English Poem — which is allowed to be 
a contemporaneous production of the time of the 
Siege — namely, A. D. 1418. A word as to its in- 
trinsic worth — from the testimony of the Critic most 
competent to appreciate it. " It will be admitted, I 
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believe, (says Mr. Madden) by ail who will take the 
trouble to compare the various contemporary narra- 
tives of the Siege of Rouen, that in point of simplicity, 
deame&s, and minuteness of detail, there is no exist- 
ing document which can compare with the Poem 
before us. Its authenticity is sufficiently estabhshed, 
from the filct of the Author's having been, an eye- 
witness of the whole. If we review the names of 
those Historians who lived at the same period, we 
shall have abundant reason to rejoice at so valuable 
an accession to our present stock of information on 
the subject." Arehteologia, vol. xxii. p. 353. The 
reader shall be no longer detained Irom a specimen 
or two of the poem itself, which should seem jfully to 
justify the eulogy of the Critic. 

" On the day after the return of the twelve dele- 
gates sent by the City of Rouen to treat with Henry, 
the Poet proceeds to inform us, that the King caused 
two tents to be pitched, one for the English Commis- 
sioners, and the other for the French. On the En- 
glish side were appointed the Earl of Warwick, the 
Earl of Salisbury, the Lord Fitzhugh, and Sir Walter 
Hungerford, and on the French side, twelve discreet 
persons were chosen to meet them. Then says the 
writer, 

' It was a sight of solempnity. 
For to behold both party ; 
To see the rich in their array, 
And on the walls the people that lay, 
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And on OUT people that were without, 
How thick that they walked about ; 
And the heraudis aeemly to eeene, 
How that they went ay between ; 
The king's heraudis and purBuivants, 
In coata of arms amyantu. 
The English a beast, the French a flower, 
Of Portyngale both castle and tower. 
And other coats of diversity. 
As lords bearen in their degree.' 

" As a striking contrast to this display of pomp and 
splendour is described the deplorable condition of 
those unfortunate inhabitants who lay starving in the 
ditches without the walls of the City, deprived both 
of food and clothing. The affecting and simple rela- 
tion of our Poet, who was an eye-witness, is written 
with that display of feeling such a scene must natu- 
rally have excited, and affords perhaps one of the 
most favourable passages in the Poem to compare 
with the studied narratives of Elmham or Livius. In 
the first instance we behold misery literally in rags, 
and hiding herself in silence and obscurity, whilst in 
the other she is ostentatiously paraded before our 
eyes: 

' There men might see a great pity, 
A child of two year or three 
Go about, and bid his bread, 
For Father and mother both lay dead, 
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And uncler them the watex Btood, 

And yet they lay crying after foocL 

Some atorvcn to the death, 

And some stopped both eyen uid breath. 

And s«ne crooked in the kneed,.; 

And as lesan as any Uem, 

And women holding in their arm 

A dead child, and nothing warm. 

And children sucking on the pap 

Within a dead woman's lap,' 

On Friday the 30th of January, King Henry V. 
mad^ his public entry into Rouen. His personal 
appearance is thus described : 

' He rode upon a brown steed, 
Of black damask was his weed, 
A PeytreUe of gold fall bright 
About his neck hung down right. 
And a pendant behind him did honge 
Unto the earth, it was so long. 
And they that never before him did see, 
They knew by the cheer which was he.' 

" With the accustomed, but mistaken, piety for 
which Henry was ever, distinguished, he. first pro- 
ceeded to the monastery, where he alighted from his 
charger, and was met by the phaplains of his house- 
hold, who walked before bim, chanting Quts est'mag- 
nutDommui After the .celeljration of mass, the king 
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repured to the Castle, where he took up his abode. 
By this temunation of a siege, which, for its duration 
and the horrors it produced, is perhaps without a 
parallel in ancient or modem times, the city was again 
plentifully supplied with provisions, and recovered the 
shock so tedious and afflicting a contest had occa- 
sioned : 

' And thus our gracious liege 

Made an end of his siege ; 

And all that have heard this reading'. 

To his bliss Christ you bring. 

That for us died upon a tree. 

Amen say we all, pur charite ! ' 

The Duke of Exeter is appointed Governor of the 
City, and ordered by Henry to take possession of it 
the same night. The Duke mounts his horse, and 
rides strait to the Port de Bevesyne or Beauvus, 
attended by a retinue, to carry the commands of his 
sovereign mto execution. His Entre, and the truly 
miserable condition of the besieged, together with 
the imposing appearance of Henry, shall now be 
described in the language of the poet. 

Thanne the duke of Excestre withoute bode 
Toke his hors and forth he rode. 
To bevesyne' that porte so stronge, 
That he hadde ley bifore so longe. 

* ietMtgnt. 
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To that gate gone he kam/ 
And with hym many a worthy' manne. 
There was neying of many a stede, 
And Bchynyng of many a gay wede. 
There was many a getoun'' gay, 
With mychille' and grete aray. 
And whanne the gate was openyd there. 
And thay weren^ redy into &re, 
Tnunpis' blewgh her bemys'' of bras, 
Pipis and clarionyB forsothe ther was. 
And as thay entrid thay gaf a schowte 
With her' Toyce that was fiille stowte, 

* Seint George ! eeint Georgel' thay criden^ on height. 
And seide, 'welcome oure kyngea righte.' 

The Frensshe pepulle of that Cite 
Were gederid by thousandes hem to see. 
Thay cnden^ alle welcome in fere, 

* In siche tyme mote ye entre here, 
' Plesyng to God that it may be, 

' And to vs pees and vnyte.' 

And of that pepulle, to telle the trewthe, 

It was a Bighte of fiille grete ruthe. 

Mykelle of that folke ther3mne 

Thay weren'-but verrey bonya and skynae. 

With eyen holowgh and" nose scharpe, 

Vnnethe thay myght brethe or carpe, 

" eame. " worthy deest. ' A apeciea of banner or 

streamer. See Note. ■ nodfe. ' uiere. ' Tnimpetera. 

* TnunpetB. ' that. * oryed. ' teere. " toilh ime. 
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For ber colowris was" wan aa Ifide, 

Not like to lyue but sone ben dede. 

Disfigurid pateronya" and quaynte, 

And asi* a dede kyng tbay weren paynte. 

There men mygbt see an'' ezampleyre, 

How fode makitb tbe pepulle fiure.' 

In euery strete suinme lay dede. 

And hundriddis krying aftir brede. 

And aftir long many a day, 

Thay deyde as* faste as* they n^ght be lad away. 

Ipto" that way God hem wisse. 

That tbay may come to bis blisse ! amen, 

^ew* wiUe y more spelle, 

And of the duke of exestre to^ telle. 

To that Castelle firste be rode. 

And aytben'.tbe Cite alle abrode; 

Lengthe and brede he it mette. 

And rich baneris he* vp sette. 

Vpon the porte seint Hillare 

A Baner of the Trynyte. 

And at" the pOTt Kaux he sette evene 

A baner of the quene of heren. 

" were. * poJroM.— Workmena' modela or figares. 

Palrone, fonpe to w«rke by- PrMipt. Panml. MS. HvL 221. 
There u probably here an alliuion to the mzen or wooden 
effigies placed on the hearse of distinguished personages. 

V at dede tkg»g tkey were pet/nte. " in. ' to/ire. 

* as deett. * ai eartet led awep. ■ fnto. 

* In MS. Harl. 7&d, a break is here made, and a larg« capital 
letter introduced. r wdeest. ' atke. • ty}ie. 

* atte porte kaiupot. 
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And at* port martTile he vppyght 

Of seint George a baner bryght. 

He sette vpon the Castelle to'* stonde 

The arrays of Fr[a]unce and Englcmd. 

And on the Friday in the momynge 

Into that Cite come oure kynge. 

And alle the Biashoppis in her aray. 

And vij. abbottia with Cnicchis' gay; 

zlij/ croaaifi ther were of Reli^oune,^ 

And aeculere, and alle thay went a precessioun, 

Agena that prince withoute the toune, 

And euery Cros as thay stode 

He blessid hem with milde mode, 

And holy water with her hande 

Thay gaf the prince of oure lande. 

And at** the porte Kaux so wide 

He in passid withoute! pride ; 

Withoute pipe or bemys blaate, 

Our kyng worthyly he in paste. 

And as a conquerour in his righte 

Thankyng** euer god ahnyghte ; 

And alle the pepuUe in that Citie 

' Wilcome our' lorde,' thay seide, ' so fre ! 

' Wilcome into^ thyne owne righte, 

* As it is the" wille of* god almyght' 

' nfte ports. * that tt»unde. =CroBieB. ' xliiij. 

■ reUgiouru. ** atte porte hmueoz. ' The reminder of 

this, and the two follotnng lines are omitted ^ Thanked. 

' ihef legde our lord to free. ■ vnto. ' the deeeU ' to. 
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With that thay kryde alle ' nowelle !' 

Os>' heighe aa thay myght yelle. 

He rode vpon a brovne etede, 

Of blak damaske was his wede. 

A peytrelle'' of golde fulle bryght 

Aboute hiB necke hynge^ doun right, 

And a pendaimte behynd him dide' honge 

Vnto the erthe, it was so longe, 

And thay that neuer before hym dide* see, 

Thay knew by chere' wiche was he. 

To the mynster dide he fare, 

And of his horae he lighte there. 

His chapelle" mette hym at' the dore there. 

And wente bifore^ hym alle in fere. 

And songe a response' ftiUe glorivs. 

Quia est magmu dominut. 

Messe he hirde and ofirid thoo, 

And thanne to the Castelle dide he goo. 

That is a place of rialte, 

And a paleia of grete beaute. 

There he hym* loggid m the Toune, 

With rialle and grete renoune. 

And the" cite dide faste encrece 

Of brede and wyne, fisshe, and ffiesshe." 

And thus oure gracious Uege 

Made an ende of his seege. 

p At. ' Poitrell, breast plate. ' hangyng. • £de deeat. 
t (iff chere. * The chapluns of his household. L»t. c^>ell«. 

' alle dore, there deeat. ' qfitre. ■ reipon. * lodged kgm. 
► kitate/att encreit. ' bette. 
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And alle thaf^ haue hirde this redynge* 
To bis^ bliBse criste you brynge, 
That for vs deide vpon* a tre, 
Amen sey'' we aUe, pur clierite ! 

* that deeat. " tydyng. ' hi* deest. * on, 

* tegde all /or charitee. 

There leai many a getoun gay."] The followlag particularB 
relative to the^^oun sppear in MS. Harl. 83S. "Kuery baronet 
«nery estat abone bym aha] have fays banerdispleyd in y< field yf 
be be cbyef capteyn, euery knygbt bis penouu, euery squier or 
gentleman bys getoun or itandard." " Item, y' meyst lawfully 
fle fro y* Btandard and getmtn, but not fro y* baner ae penon." 
" Nota, a Btremer ahal Btand in a top of a Bcbyp or in y* fore- 
casts ; a stremer shal be slyt and 80 Rhfd a standard as welle as 
a getoun ■ a getoun Ehal berr y* length of ij yardes, a standard of 
iii or 4 yardes, and a stremer of xii. xx. xl. or bt. yardes longe." 

This account is confirmed by MS. Harl. 2258, and Langd. 225. 
f. 431. as quoted by Mr. Nicholas, in the Retrosp. Rev. vol. i. 
N. S. The former of these MSS. states : Eaery standard and 
GuydA^me [whence the etymology of the word is obvious] to have 
ia the chief the crosse of St. George, to be alitteat. theende^and 
to conteyne the creste or supporter, with the posey, worde, and ' 
'devise of the owner." It adds, that " a guydhome must be two 
yardes and a balfe, or three yardes long'e." This rule may some- 
times have been neglected, at least by artists, for in a bill of ex- 
pences for the Earl of Warwick, dated July J437, and printed by 
Dogdale, (Warw. p. 32?.) we find the follovving entry ; " Item, a 
gyton for the sbippe of viij. yerdis long, poudrid full of raggid 
staves, for the lymnyng and workmanship, ijs." The Grant of a 
gi^den made in 1^91 to Hugh Vaughan, is preserved in the Col- 
lege of Arms. It contuns his crest placed longitudinally. Re- 
tro^tectme Reeiew, New Seriet, vol. i. p. 511. 
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BRONZE GILT ANTIQUE STATUE 

AT LILLEBONNE, p. 127-8. 

This Statue, as the above Feference will testify, ip 
now in tlie possession of Mr. Samuel Woodbum, of 
St. Martin's Lane. When the not« relating to it was 
written, I could not place my hand upon a Brochure 
(in my possession) published at Rouen in 1SS3,* c<hi- 
taining an archaeological description of this Statue 
by M. Revet, and a scientific account of its component 
parts by M. Houton La BiUardi^re, Professor <^ 
Chemistry at Rouen. The former embodied his re- 
marks in two letters addressed to the Prefect of the 
Lower Seine. A print of the figure in its then ex- 
tremely mutilated state, is prefixed ; but its omission 
would have been no great drawback to the publication 
— which, in its details, appears to be ingenious, 
learned, and satisfactory. The highest pr^se is given 
to the Statue, as a work of art of the second century.-{- 

• " Detcription de la Statue Frutle, en Bronte Deri, tronofy a 
Lilkbonne 3fC. Saieie de VAni^te it M&iA, avee le deuein de 
la Statue, et let IVacA de quelquet particvlarilA relalwet h la 
Confection de cetle Antigue." Rouen, 1823. pp. 66. 

t " Other detiuls induce me to fix the period of its comple- 
tion towBrdB tlie end of the second century : and after the unheard 
of difficulties which the artist had to overcome, one would 
ECarcely be believed if one si^d that every thing is executed in a 
high Etate of perfection." p. 34. 
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Its identity seems to be yet a subject of disputatioii: 
— but M. Revet considers it as " the representation 
of some idolatrouB divinity." The opinion of its being 
a representation of Bacchus, or of Apollo, or of a 
Conatellatioti, he thinks might be regulated by a dis- 
covery of some emblem, or attribute, found in the 
vicinity of the Statue. Two other plates — lithogra- 
phised — relating to explanations of the pieces of the 
Statue, dose this interesting performance. 
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Almanac kittorique — le Mettager Bmteuw — a chap book, 

extracts from, ' - - - - iii. 73 

AnH-Ckritl— block boiA—]a the Public Library at Land- 
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AmbrwH Hexameron, 1472, folio— inthe Public Library 

at AugBbourg, - - • • iii, 99 

- - ■ " in the Public Library at Norem- 

berg, ... Si^emtnl, iH. 430 

AMowt, ehaite el depart, Verard, 1£09, foHo— upon vai^ 

iiUM, in tiie Royal Ubrary at Parit, • - ii. 132 

Anthoiogia Graca, 1498, 4to. — uroN vilbdu, in the 

Library of €te. OeneviHe, at Parii, - - ii. 176 

' , 1603, Aldai, upon vbllum, in the 

Royal Library at Paris, - - . ii. 14£ 

Antonii Archpi Opera Tkeotogica, \A^^, Koberger, fidio 

—in the Public Library at Strasbourg, - - ii. 407 
Apoenlgpte, bioek book, in the Royal Ubrary at Stutt- 
gart, iii. 26 

— — -■ in the Lnpetial Library at 

Vienna, - - > - • iii. 331 

Apottlet Creed, in German, Moot book, with fiK aiii^^^ 

in the Public Library at Munidi, - - iii. 137 

.^imMM, Lai. RatdoU, 1478, folio-rin the library of the 

Monastery of St. florian, ■■ - ■ iii. 236 

Apuleku, 1469, folio— in the Royal Library at Paris, • IL 128 

ii ■ , in the library of the Monuterj 

of Clostemeuburg • - - - iiL 397 

• , imperfect, in the Public Library 

at Munich, - - •■ • • iii. 142 

■' ' ' , uroN TBLLUH, tu the Imperial 

Ubrary at ^^enna, . . . . - iii. 308 

■ ■ '■ ' , 1472, Jenioa, folu^— in the last 

mentioned library, - . ■ - iii. 308 

Aquiaat, T., See. Secunda, Seko^ffher, 1467, folio— 

DPOHVILLCM, in the Imperial Library at ^^enna, iii. 316 

' Qbiw (iaartiMcript. Schoeffher. 1469, 

folio— UPON TBLLOU, in the same Inbrary, - - ill. 316 
— •■ , In Eoattg. Matt, el Marc. 1470, S. and 

Pannarft, foUo— in the same library, - - - iii. 316 

— " • I — - I de virlal. el vitiit. AfenteUn—ia the Pub- 

lie Library at Munich, - - - • ill. 141 

Arbre dee Bataille*, Gerard, 1493, folio— upon vellum, 

in the Royal Library at Pttrii, - - - ii. 132 
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jirelifuu de Belh Gothko, 1470, foUo-^ the Public 
Library at Caen, - - - - i. 208 

ArUtotelu Opera, Gr. Akhu, \A9b, & ^oti. Two copies 
UPON TELLDH (the first volume in each copy nonting) 
in the Royal Libruy at Faria, - - - iL 136 

■ ' Elhica Nichomaehea. Gr. (AldtuJ—Tvaoi^- 
ably splendid copy of, in the Royallibrary at Paris, iL 138 

An Memonmdi, &c, — block booh : fiw copies of, in iKe 
Public Ubrary at Manicb, - - - liL 135 

■'■'■ — ■ ' 'in the Public I^bruy 

M Landaliot, • - - - iii. 181 

■ ■ ■ i — - in tlie Imperial Library 

at Vienna, - - - - . iiL 332 

in the Library of Odtt- 

iric Monattery, - - ' iiL 428 

Art Moriendi, Germmuci~-iio. — in the Royal Library at 
Stitltgart, - ' - • - m. 26 

' ■ ■ — " — ifl«. Mock booi-~two etUtioiu, in the Pub- 
lic Library at Munich, - - - - iii. 136 

Art de bien Mourir, Fertard, no date, foUo— upok vbl- 
LDH, in the Royal Idbnuy at Paris, - - ii. 133 

Art and CrafXe to know leeU todge, Camton, in Ibe Roy»l 
Library at Paris, - - - _ - iL 124 

Artdb Le Rot, MS. xiith century, — in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, ' - - - ii. 94 

Another MS. of thesameRomance.inthBsamelibiary, iL 94 

Artaifani Sunma, (1469) folio— in the Public Library at 
Augsbou^, • - . - . iii,. 2^ 

Augtutmtu Sit. Dt Cieitale Dei, 146?, folio-^ the Royal 

Library at Paris, - - -• - ii. 1 13 

— ' 1 ■ ' in the Li- 

brary of Ste. Generifcve at Paris, - ^ ii. 173 



perial Library at ^enna, - - - Ul. 301 

— " in the li- 

brary of Clostemeabnrg MomtBtery, - - iii. 397 

■■'■■' SteeynhcjfM 

and Parmarlg, 1470, folio, in the Public Librtu-y at 
Vire, - - * . - i. 297 
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Augwtimt SU. De Cmlale Dei, 1467, folio, upom tel- 
IjCM, late in the Library of ChreiDBiDmster Monastery, iii. 

—in the Public 

Library at Landshut, - - . - iii. 

; — — ■ Sehoeffher, 

1473, folio — in the library of tlie Monastery of 
ChremBminBter, . . - - iii 



— ~ — ■' ■■- Jetuon, 1476, 

folio— upoh tblluu, in the Imperial Library at Menna, i 

Cor\femonum Libri XIII. J475. 4to.— in the 

Imperial Library at ^^enna, - . . i 

•'—— de tingvlarilate Ciericorum, 1467, 4to. 

in the King's Prirote Library at Stuttgart, - i 

AuousiTOi Sti. in Psalmos, MS. xvth century — for- 
merly in the library of CorrinnB, King of Hnngary, 
and now in the Royal Library at Stuttgart, - ii 

Yppon. de Con*. Evang. 1473, folio — in the 

Public library at Augibourg, - - . i 

Aattts Gellioi, 1469, folio — in the Royal Library at I^tris, 

OPOM vBLLVU, in the Imperial Library at 

Aurbach'B Meditations upon the Life of Christ, 1468, 

Printed by Gunther Zeiner. Pub. Lib. Auggbourg, ~ ii 
Autoniai, 1472, folio — in the Royal Library at I^rig, - i 

— • ■ in the Imperial Library at Vienna, ii 

Aldag, 1517, Svo. Grolier'B copy, on 

large paper, in the Royal Library at Paris, - i 

Agmon, le» qwatrefilz, 1583, 4to. — in the Library of the 
Araena], at Paris - - . . i 



Ballads ; Bon Jour, Bon Soir .- vol. i. 132 — Toiflourt, 
389 : various, from the Faudeeirei of Olivier Batielin, 
292-293-294; rwe Le Rm. Fwe L'Amour, \. 310; en 
arhorant le drapeau blanc, at Falaite, i. 324 ; le Baiter 
^ Adieu, i, 343 ; L' Image de la Fie, i, 344. 

Bartholi Leclura. V. de Spira, 1471 ■ Folio. In the 
Imperial Library at Vienna, - . . j 
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BartKh, I. AioM de— Catalogue de* Eitampet, par, tfe. 

1818. 8ro. - ■ - . - Ui. 393 

Bella (La)Mano, I474,4to.— in the Imperial LibnryU 

^eiuu, - - - - - Si. 3&\ 

BtUoeaeetuu Vitte. Spec. Hut. 1473, folio -~ in the Im. 

perialldbrary at Viemis, - - - > iii. 31? 

Berliitghieri, Geogr^fia, folio — in the Imperial Idbnry 

(Prince Eageoe's copy) at Vienna, - - m. 321 

BmnoM et Aygret de Ltmani, Bofffm*, no date, in Ae 

Library of the Arsenal at Paris, • • • S. 165 

Bettanot^ Epittaiie, (1469) folio — in the Royal LibTary 

at Stattgart, - - - - ui. 24 

BiBLu Lavina, MS. nth century, of Charlee the Bald 

— in the Royal library at Paris, irith a copper-plate 

engraving of that Monardi^B portrait, - - U. 66 

— xnth century, in the same library, il. 67 



- xvth century, of tfae£n/i«riir ffVit- 



cetlavt — in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - iii. 290 

BibliaHisx. Pakai«iia8tioa, US. Kvth century, - iL 69 
BibSa Polgglotta Complut. 1616. &c. in the Public Li- 
brary at Contancee, - -. - - i. 270 

- ' ■ ■ " ■' " ■ ' ' ■ copy belongiiift to 

Diane de Practiera, in theltoyal liteary at Paris, - ii. 149 

1621, in the Public Library 



■'— — '■■■' ■ ■ - ' ■■ copyofDemetiiuaOfaalcon- 
dyla«, aftenrarda that of Eckius, in the Public Library 
at Landshut, - • - - : 

' ' Gallon i royal copy, il) the Public 



nal dedication, in the Public Library at Stuttgart, - i 
1 the library 



of the Monastery of St. Florian,in Austria, 
AA£a Potffglglla, Le Jay : in the Library of the Lyc^ 

atHayeux • - - - • 

■ ' Hebrmea, edit. Sonchu, 1488, in the Imperial tA- 

bruy at ^enna, - . - . i 
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Biblitt Heiraictt edit. Hwb^mt, 1753, inaPiivate Col- 
lection n«ar BaTenx, • ... - i. 335 

- — — ■ Hahm, 1806, ia the Ubrwy of the 

Honaatery of ClosMrneuburf , - ' - - iii. 396 

-'■■ Gncea, jtldut, 1516, folio — FrMcis Ufa copf, 
upon thick paper, in the Roy»l Ubrary at Paris, . ii, 148 
■ Aidut, upon thick pqier, in the.Library - 

of the Anenil at Pam, - r - ii. 167 

■ ' the tuiial copy, in the Kingi'a fti- 
Tate Library at Stuttgart, - • - iii. 39 

Biblia lAttbut, {edit. Mae. 1466) folio, 2 vob., two copies, 
of, in the Royal Library at Paria, - . - • ii. 106 

■ ' ' . '■ . a copy in the Ma- 

zarine Library at Vax^A, - - - - u. 190 

■-■ ' ■■ — ■■ a copy in the Pub- 

lic Library at Munich, - - - iii. 139 

— a copy in the Im- 



perial Library at Vienna - - - liL 302 
Pfitler, (1461) folio, 3 vols, in the 

Royal Library at Paris, > • - ii. 108 
two copies, 1692, 1608. in the Royal Ubrary 



-U the Imperial U- 



bnuy at '^^enna, - - - - ill. 302 

F\tti and Schoefher, 1462: folio — three 

copies, (two CFOK tbllum, and a third on pi^ter) in 

the Library of the Arsenal at Paris, - - ii. 164 

- — - ■ ■ VELLUM 

COPT, in the Libinry of Ste. GenevifcTB, - - ii. 173 

— ' ' ■ yBLLUM COPT, in the Mazarine Library at 
Paris, - • - - - tj. 190 

— — — — ■ — ■ .. in the PubUc Library at 
Stuttgart. . - • - - UL 22 

■| (imperfect) in the Public 

Library at Landshut, - - - •iii. 181 

' in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - • - •■ iii. 302 

Biblia Lalirta Mentetin — in the Public Library at Stras- 
bourg, • - - - - ii. 404 
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BMa Latma MenUUn, in the Imperul Libratr at Vi- ' 
enna, - - - - - ui. 302 

Eggategn, (ms. <Lrte, 146S) in the Pnblic 

Libi«ry at Strasbonrg, - - - ii. 404 

- {ma. date, 1466) in the Public 



Library at Miuuch, - - - - iii. 141 . 

Surej/nhej/m and Pannartt, in the Impe- 
rial Library at ^^elllla - - - - iii. 30S 

supposed edition of Eggeiteyn, in the Public 

Library at Su^bonrg, - - - HL 56 

147fi, tdUo, FtMer, &c.— in the Public Lt 

brary at Augsbouif;, - - - - iiL 96 

(1475 edit. Gertttg) imperfect copy in the 

Chapter Library at Bayeux, - - - i. 244 

Hailbrwi, 1476, folio : two copies, of which 

one ia upon vellum, in the Imperial Library at Vi- 
enna, - - - - - iii. 303- 
- Jetum, 1479, folio, in the Public 



Library at Strasbourg, 

' UPON TELLWM, 

in the Imperial Ldbrary at Vienna — and a second copy 

upon paper - - - - - i 
1485, folio, in the Public 

library at Caen, - - . . 
Prcben, 1496, 8to. in the Public 

Library at Vire, - - - - 

BiBLu GxnuAMicA, MS> of the Emperor Weucestans, 

in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - i 

BiMia Germamca, Menlelin, folio— in the Royal Library 

at Paris, - - - - . 

in the Public Library at 

two copies, in the Pub- 
two copies in the Public 
in the Public Library 



Strasbouj^, 


lie Library a 


t Stuttgart, 


Library at Munich, 
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Biblia GermarUca, Meatelia, folio, in tbe Libntry at Glos- 
temenbui^ Honasteiy, - - • - iU. 397 

' ■■ ■ ■ ■ ' in the Public Library 

at Ratisbon, - - Sappleinent. iU. 418 

- - '■■■ '■ -- — ,-. ——— in the Public Library 

at Nuremberg, - - Supplement, iii. 431 

' tuppe$edjiril edition, in the 

Public Library at Landabut, - - - til. 180 

' ' tuppitted fint edilioit, folio, in the Li- 
brary of Goslemeuburg Monastery, - - Iii. 397 

Biblia Gemunica, Sorg. Augtbourg, 1477, folio, in tbe 

Library of the Monastery of St. Florian, - - Si. 236 

Peypu*, 1524, folio^uPON telluu, 

in the Public Library at Stuttgart, - - iii. 22 

Biblia Italica i Kalend. Augtuti, 1471-^fblio— in the Ma- 
zarine Library, at Paris, - ' • - ii. 191 

imperfect 

copy, in the Public Library at Stnttgut, • - iii. 22 

Kalead. Octobrit, 1471, folio — in the Id- ' 



bnuy of Ste. Gencrifefe, at Parb, - - ii. 173 
in the Public 



Library at Stuttgart, - - - - iii. 22 

— ~ in the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 303 

Bibt. Hitt. Fenei. 1492, folio — copy purchased of M. 

nscheim at Munich, - . ' - - iii. 164 

Biblia Bohemca, 1488, folio — in the Royal Library at 
Paris, - - - - - ii. 109 

Polonica, 1663, folio— in the same Library, - ii. 109 ' 

" - in the Public Library at 

Stuttgart, - - - - - iii, 22 

— ■ copy purchased by the Author 

at Augabourg, - - - - iii. 96 

■'■ " '■' in the Imperial Library at Vi- 

enna, - . - - - iii. 304 

— : 1699, folio— in the Library of Ste. Ge- 
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BIbSa Hungariea, Ifififi, folio— incomplete, tn the Kii^a 

PriTate Libraiy U Stungut, - - - iii. 39 
Solavoiuca, 1681, folio, in the Roysl Library at 

Stuttgart, - - - - - ui. 22 
1587, folio — in the Royal Library at 

Paris, - - - - - u. 109 

Bi&le, La Satnte, 1669, folio t large paper copy in the 

Public library of Caen, - - - i. 211 

BiBUA— HiBTOBioA, MS, vtrtibtu gervHmUu, Secxiv. 

— m the Royal I^rary at Stuttgart, - - iii. 29 
Atrea Lat. I. Zeiner, 1474, folio— in the Library 

of ChreniRiniiiBter Monastery, - - - iii. 222 
Pemperum, block book : in the Boyal library at 

PfcriB, - - - - - ii. 108 

'— ' — ■■ block book, Oerman, — in the Public 

Library at Stuttgart, - . - . iii. 26 

■ Latine, first ediUon, in the aune Li- 



— ■'■' " ■ ' ■ ■ Mock iwi— one Ocrman, and t 



Latin editions, in tbe Public Library at Munich, 

- in the Imperial Library at A^enna, 



BiouKAPHT, RoTAL, ofFKANGB, — xvitb century — mag- 
luficeat MS. in the Royal Library at Paris, - 

Bluohrt ov Akms, Book at — xivth century, with fac- 
rimile portrait of Leopold de Sempack—ia the Imperial 
library at Vienna, - - , - ] 

.Blook boot* ; at Paris, u. 208, at Stuttgart, iii. 26. at Mu- 
nich, iii. 134; atLandahut,iii. 181 ; at Vienna, iii. 331. 

BocAGB, DBS Cab dbs Nobles Houhbs kt Fsmues, 
MS. xvth century, in the Royal library at Paris, 

more MSS. of the same work, in the sane Library, 
Boccaee Ruinet dei Noblet Homtaet, tfc. 1476, Coturd 

JUaiuien, folio, in the Royal Library at Paris, 
Boccaccio 11 Decamerene, 1471, Valdarfer, folio — in the 

Royal Library at Paris, ... 
1472, A. dcMichailibut, folio, 

in the Royal Library at I^s, ... 
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Boccaccio n Decamerone, id the Public Librar; at Nu- 
remberg, . . - Supplement, iii. 431 

1476, Zarotui, folio, in the 

Imperial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 321 

■ Deo Gracbu, Sine Anno ; /on 

Mna/t(.jt)r/]t. in tlie Public Library at Munich, - ui. 143 

Ntntphale, 1477, 4to., in the Royal Library at 

Stuttgart, - . - - - iii. 26 

Boethu, F. Johannet, 1474, 4to. in the Ubrary of Ste. 
Genevifere at Parifl, - - -' - il. 176 

Bonjfadi P^MB Libr, Decret, 14GS, folio, upon villuh, 
in the Library of Mdlk Monastery, - - iii. 262 

- ■ ' UPON TELLuu, in the Public Library at Nurem- 
berf^ ... Supplement, iii. 430 

Bonnieeie,eu Mademe, Chambery, 1485, folio, inthelm- 
perial library at ^^nna, • . .iii. 326 

Book of the OoBpels of the Emperor Lotharins, Royal 
Idbrary at Pari*, ■ - - . . ii. 67 

BuBViAiitB »E BEt.LsviLi.E, MS. xivth century, in the 
Royal Library at PariB, • - - ii. 72 

Bkktiart or John Dukb of Bedfobd, MS. xvtb cen. 
tory — in the Royal Library at Paris — mth copper 
plate foe-simile of a portion of the Adoration of the 
Magi, ftom the same, . . . il. 73 

Bkbtiarb db H. db Monuorbnct, MS. XTith century 
— in the Emperor of Anstri^'s private collection at 
Vienna, . . . . . iH. 386 

Bmviahium Egcl. Lisa. MS. ; in ^e Public Librtvy at 

Caen - . - - - i. 209 

Bbut d'Anolstekb, MS. xivth century — in the Im. 
perial Library at Vienna, . . - iii. 300 

Budai Comment, in Ling. Gr. 1529, folio — Francis 1st. 
copy, UPON Tblluu, in the Royal Library at Paris, U. 140 

Burtrio, Anthon. de, Adam Rot, 1472, folio, iu the Li- 
brary of Closlemeubni'g Monastery, . - iii. 399 



Cgiar, 1469, folio— in the Royal Library at Paris, 
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fol. Page. 
), folio, in the Mazuine Libraiy, • ii. 192 

—^^— in Ae Aiblic Library at Miuuch, - iiL 142 
■■■■' ■' DPOK TVLLDHj ia the Imperial Ld- 



Imry, 

^—— 1471. Jetuon, in the library «f OOtttvic Uouas- 
twy, - - - - - Ui. 43P 
1472. S. and PanHorH, folio, in (be Imperii^ li- 
brary at Vienaa, - . - - - iij. 309 

Caldtri Optu Coneilhr. Adam Hot. 1472. FoUo, in 
tl^ lihtary of ClosternenbuTg MoDBBtery, - - iii. 399 

CAUtNDABitiii, MS-, xviUi ccDtary in the PubUc Ubmy 
WMuolcli, - . - • . - iii. 128 

^' ■' ' Ayiwwanfawi, bloei book ia the Public 

Library at Munich, - - - - iii. 138 

Caniioa Canticorum, Edit. Prin, three copied in the 
Ppblic Library at Augsbonrf[r - - - iii. 138 

CaiUae «t Artui d'Atgarbe, 1597. 4to., in the Library of 
the Arsenal at Paria, ■ ... - ii. 160 

CatSchitme h Putage detgrsndtiJUletpour tireimari^ i. 89 

Caterina da Bologna, no Date. 4to. in the Imperial Li- 
bru7 at Vienna, - - - . iii. 3^ 

^^— da Siettna, 1477> 4to., in the Imperial Library 
at Vienna, ..... iii. 322 

de Setiit, 1600, folio, in the Royal Ubrary at 

Paris, . - - - - ii. 149 

CalhoHcM, 1460, folio, upon veiaum, ia the Itoyal Li- 
brary Paris, - . - - - ii. 114 

1460, folio, in the Imp, Lib. at Vienna, . iii. ai7 

— ^— ^^^~— UPON TEiiLUH, in the Public Li- 
brary at Munich, - • - - iit. 143 

-^— — G. Zeiner, 1469, upow telluh, in the Public 
Ubnry at Munich, - - . - iii. 1,43 

■' ' in the Monastic Library of 

Chremsminster, - - . - iii. 221 

■ ■ ■— UPON VXLLUH, in the Im- 

perial Library at Vienna, ... iii. 317 

CatuUut, Tibu/lui, et Ptvpertm, 1472, in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, - . - - ii. 128 
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CatttUut, Tibullut, el Propertiut, in the Mazarine I>ibrary ii. 193 
: — \D the Public Librwy U 

Straabourg, - - - - ii. 409 
Ciwlon, bvoii printed by, in the Royal Library ti Varna, iL 102 
in. the Imperial Library at 

^^enna. - . - - - - iii. 331 

Celeaina Coameilh <k, Aweert, ISmo., in the Id^ary of 

the Arsenal at Paris, - ~ - ii. lES 

Chaucer'i Booh of Fame, Cawton, folio, in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna, - - • - iii. 333 

Chess, G&hb of, metrical German verghn of, MS., bcc. 

XV., in the Royal Library at Stutl^rt, ~ - iii. 154 

Chevalier Belibre, 14HS, 4to., in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - - - - - iii. 326 

Chevalier au Lion, MS., 1470, in the Public Library 

at Stuttgart, - - - - iii. 33 

Chivalry) see ToummnenU. 
Chretien lie Mechel, Cat. des Tableaux de la Galerie imp. 

et roy. de Vienne, 1781, 8vo., - - - - iii. 371 
Foreiii, Lat. 147^, toho, printed by Gele,mthe 

Public Library at Strasbourg, - - - ii. 406 
— — " Hvngaria, 1486, 4to., in the Public library at 

Angsbourg, .... iii. 99 

Chronhon Gotl>oiitente,1732, folio, 2 toIb., some account 

of this rare and valuable work, - - iii. 436 

referred to, - iii. 271 

Chrymilomi Comment., Gr. 1629, folio, copy of Diane de 

Poictiers, in the Public Library at Caen. - - i 213 

Cicero de Officiit 1466, 4lo., two copies upon vellcm, 

in the Imperial Library at Vientia, . - iii. 309 

— ■ 1466, 4to., upon paper, in the Maza> 

line labrary at Paris, . - - - iii. 192 

■ 1466, 4to., uF0i7Titu.uH, in the Royal 

Library at Stuttgart, ... iii. 24 
1466, 4to., UPON VBLLTJM, in the Imp. 

Lib. at Vienna, .... iii. 309 

i^ldut), SVO., T)P 

Royal Library at Paris, 
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Cicero Epufola ad Familiaret, 1467, Cardinal Besta- 

rion'B copy in the Imperial Library at Vienna, ■" '"'^ 



J. andPatmartz, 
folio, in the Mine Library, - . - 
1469, S. and Patmatii, 



folio, in the Public Library at AugBboorg, - - m. 98 

1469, /. de Spira, in the 

Royal Library at Stuttgart, - - - iii. 24 

- 1502, Aldna, 8vo., upom vellum, 



In the poBsesBion of M. Renouard, bookseller, 

Ckero, de Oratore, Monaii. Soabkc, folio, in the Li- 
brary of Ste. Geoevifeve, at Pari*, - - i 

f . de iS^ira, folio, in the Public Li- 

brwy at Strasbourg, - - - - > 

Opera Pkiiotophica, Ulrie Han, folio, in the 

Public library at Munich, - - - i 

De Natura Deorum, V. de Spira. 1471, folio, in 

theMazarineLibrary, at Paris, - , - - i 

Rhelorica fetvi, Jetuon, 1470, folio, upon vbl- 

LUM, in the Library of Ste. Genevifeve, at Paris, - i 

_^ _— — UPON 

VELLUM, in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - ii 

— OraliotKi, S. and Pannariz, 1471. foKo, in the 

Imperial Library at ^^enna, - - - >' 
, Faldmfer, 1471, foUo, uMV vblldm, 

(wanting one leaf) in the Royal library at Paris, 
.^^^—— \h\9,Aldut, 8vo , upon vellum, first vo- 
lume only, in the Royal Library at Paris, 
perfectcopy,uPONVBi,. 

I.UM, in the Library of St. Genevifeve, 
. Opera Omnia, 1498, folio, 4 vols., in the Ubrary 

of Ste. Genevifeve, at Paris, - - , • 
in the Imperial 

Ubrary at Vienna, - . . - i 
->- 1534, Giunta, folio, amgular copy 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - - * 

Cid el Caealero, 1627, 410., in the Library of the AiMnal, 

ai Paris ; bound with Seys Homances del Cid Rug Diaz 

de Bevar. \B27, 410. . - - - 
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fol. Pa^e. 
Cite de Dieu, MS., in the Royal Library at Puia, - ii. 82 
cut det Damet, {Ferard) folio, upon tbllvh, in the Im- 
perial Library &t VicDna, - - - iii. 327 
Code^ Ebneriamit, referred to ~ - - iii. 447 
Cotnpendium Morale, folio, upon vellum, unique copy, 
late in the poeKessioit of the Baron Derschau, at Nu- 
remberg, - - ~ Su^lement, iii. 443 
CoSTBMTiM Dn, MS., in the Public Library at Caen, - i. 209 
CoDTANCEB, MS., bif^^nphical detuls connected with, 

in thePublic Library at Caen, - - - I 210 

Coutttmet Ancitnnet, 1672, l2mo. at Caen, - - i. 21 1 

Croniea del Cid. Seville. 4to., in the Imperial Ubrary at 

Vienna, - - - - iii. 327 

Cromque de France, 1493, Verard, upon VELt>rH, in the 

Royal Library at PariB, - - - ii. 130 

' ■'■ ' de FJcrmtml, 1529, 4to. — in the Library of the 
Arsenal at Paris, - - - - - ii. 164 

de Clencdtu, 1529, 4to.,-^n the library of the 

Anenal at Paria, - - - - ii, 166 



Dmgremont et Vivian, 1538, 4to., in the Library of the 

Anenal, at Paris, - - - - ii 166 

Dante Numeitter, 1472, folio, in the Mazarine Library 

atPaiifl, - - - - - ii. 193 

■ ■ ■ ■ in the Imperial Library at 

VienBa, • - - - - iii. 322 
Petnu Adam, 1472, folio, in the Library of Ste. 

Genevieve, at Paris, - - - - ii. 176 

~Neepeli, Tt^i, folio, in the Public li- 



brary at Stuttgart, - - - - iu. 25 

— ^— — ^— Milan, 1478, with the comments of G. 

Tnzago, folio, iu the aame collection, - - iii. 26 

' 1481, folio, perfect copy, with twenty copper 

plates, in the PnbUc Library at Munich, - - iii. 144 

■ 1431, folio, with zx copper-platea, in the Impe- 

rial Library at Vienna, - - ' - uL 323 



:,q,t,=cdbvGoOgle 



400 INDEX OF MANUSCMPTS 

F 
Daw Puellaram, Jetuon, 1461, 4to., in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna, - - . . j 

D^etuio Immac. Concept. B. V. M. 1470, bhek hook, ia 

tbe Public Library at Munich, - - • i 

Delpkin Clatnct, fine set of, in the library of Chremg- 

mineter Monasttry, - - - - i 

Der yeU Ritter, 1514, folio, unique copy, in the Public 

labiary at Landshut, - . . i 

Dion Caitiu*, 1548, Gr. foiio, edit, prin,, Diane dePoic* 

tiers' copy, in ttie Royal Library at I^ris, 
Di« Chrytoitom. de Regno, Faldar/er, 4to. upon tei.- 

LCH, in the &nperor's private collection at Vienna, i 
DioecoRiDEs, Orsce, MS., vith century, in the Impe- 
rial Library at Vienna, - - - i 

DtVBRTISBMENTS TOtTCHANT LA GCBHOB, MS., ID the 

Public LibtBry at Caen, 
DooHn de Mayence, Parit, Bot^foni, 4to. in the library 

of the ArEenal, .... 

Dnraadi Rationale, 14fi9, folio, in the Royal Library at 

Paris, . . . . - 

, in the Imperial Library 

Darandi Rationale, 1469, folio, in the Public Library at 
Nuremberg, ... Supplement, i 

, 1474, /. ^rf«CT-,fi>Uo,ia the Library 

of Chremsminster Monastery, - - - i 



EcsBCS AuoRsux. MS. folio— with copper-plate UK- 
simile in the Royal Library at Paris, 

Echec Jeu de, (V^ard) no date^-upoN vslldh, in the 
Royal Library at Paris, 

Ein nuiilich b^hlin, Jugi., I49S, 4[o.— in the Imperial 
Library at Vienna, - - - . 

Eratuut fwpWgatta iaxta cent. Acad. Lovaa. 1579, folio, 
in the Public Library at Auj^bourg. See TeUamenl. 
Nmmm, 1516. - - . 
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rot. Page. 
EvANQiLU QoATnOR, Lat. MS. vith ceotury, in the 

Royil Library U Vtaii, - - • u. 64 

' viiith eeatnry.intlie 

Library at Chremuninster Monastery, . - iii. 224 

- " ■ ■ iBth century — in tlw 

Public Library at Munich, 



zitb century, in the 
- xtli century, in tlie 



Pnblic Library at Landghut, • - - iii. 179 

■ ' - ■ zitli century — in the 

Pnblic Librvy at Stut^rt, - - - iii. 27 

■' -'■ ■■■■ ■ ■— • xiTlh ceatury, in the 

Imperial Library at Vtenaa - - - iii. 291 

Etangxlium Sti. loHANniB, MS. Lat xith century, in 
the Royal Library at Paris, • - - ii. 7 1 

Eeaagelia cum I^ulolu : hat, folio — in the Library of 
G&ttmc Monastery, - - - ■■ iii. 428 

Enmgeliatarium, of Charlemagne, MS. folio, in the Pri- 
Tftte Library of the King, at Paris, - - ii, 199 

Euclidet, 14^, folio, upon vellum, in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, - - - - iL 139 

four varying copies of, in the 

Public Library at Muuch, - - • iiL 143 

Ratdolt. 14S6, in the Library of the Monas- 
tery of St. Fhtrian, - - - - iii. 236 

Ewipidei, Gr., 1S03, ^Idut—veon TELLfu, in the 
Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 146 

Eutlalhiat in Homerum, 1542 — folio, upon' TILLDH, in 
the Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 138 

, — . . — I upon paper, b the same 

collectioD, - - - - • ii. 161 

' ' ' ]fi&9, fbUo, fine copy, npon 
paper, in the Public Library at CaCD, - - i. 211 

EutTopiui, 1471, Laeer, folio— in the King's Private 
Library at Stuttgart, - - - - iii. 39 

Exhortation agaiiul the Turks (1472) in the Public li- 
brary at Munich, . - - - > ill. 135 
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rol Page. 
F. 

Fait de U Guerre O. JUaruioti, ftdio— in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, - - - - u. 127 

Fath Dita Mundt, \4,7A, folio — ia the Imperial Labrary 

atVienoa, - - - - - iii. 323 

Fieheli Rhet<mca~-Gering~4io. — upon velloh, in the 
Imperial Ubrary at Vieolia, • ■• iii. 317 

ftorio e Bianoijhre, Bohgna, 1480, folio— in the Library 
of the Arsenal, at Paris, - • - ii. 161 

/7erSra«, 1486, folio — Prince Eugene's copy, in thelm- 
perial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 327 

Fortalitium Ftdei — folio— no date — in the Public Ubrary, 

at Munich : curiouB printed advertiaement in ibis copy, iii. 14G 

FWizi II Quadriregio, 1481, folio — in tbe Imperial Li- 
brary at Vienna, - - - - iii. 323 

FttlgotSi jinlerat — 1496— folio — in the Imperial L^rary 
at Vienna, .... iii. ^3 

FlINBBAILES DB9 ReiNBS DE FRANCE, MS. folio— in the 
Emperor'B Private Collection at Vienna, . - iii. 387 



Galenut, Gr. 1&25, folio. Aldut — lai^e paper, in the 
Royal Library at Paris, - . - i 

Gaiien «t Jaqueline, 1625, folio — in the Library of tbe 
Arsenal, at Paris, . - - - 

Gullia Chriitiana, 1732, folio, b the Chapter Library at 

Gamei of Chen, Canton, folio, 2d. edit.— in the Imperial 
Ldbrary at Vienna, . ' - . - i 

OENfiBia-— MS. of the ivth century— /ragiaenl$ q/ Chap- 
tert of, account of— with fac-simile llluminationg, in 
the Imperial Library at Vienna, . . - i 

Gerard Comie de Nevert, 1526, 4to.— in the Library of 
the Arsenal at Paris, - - - - 

Geyler, Navk.Fat. 1511, 4to.— in the Public Library at 
Augsbourg, - - . . i 

Gloria Mulierum Jetuon, 4ta. — in the Imperial Library 
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fol Page. 
Godfl-eg ofB&uhgne, Caaton, folio—ia the Imperial Id- 

brary at VienDs, - - - • iii. 333 

Gotpdt, folio — MS. xiiith CBatuiy — m the Emperoi'B 

nrivate Libntry at ^^enna, - . - iu, 366 

Graamatiea Rgthmiea, 1466, folio— in the Boy al Libraiy 

atPariB, - - - - - u. 114 

Gratkm Opat. Deeret. Schoefker, 1472, folio, upon v^l- 

LDW, in the Library of Clostemeuburg Alonastery, - iii. 398 
Guillaume <te Paleme, 1552, 4to> in the Libruy of the 

Arsenal: anothereditioD, 1634, 4to., • - iL 166 

Ouff de fFaneiek, no date, 4to., in the Library of the 

AreenU at Paris, - - - - ii. 169 

GyronLe Courtogt, no date, Ferard, upon TauinM, in 

the Royal Ubrary at Paris, - - - ii. 130 



Hartiie^t Chtrtmaney, block book, in the Royal Library 



— in the Imperial library at Vienna, i 

Hdayne La Belle, 1628, 4to., b the Ubrftry of the 

Areenal at Rtris, - - - - 

Hecvha el Ipkigenia in Aultdt, Or. et Lat. 1507, cpon 

TKLLDM, 8»0. .... 

Hector de Troye, Arnmltet, 4to., in the Library of the 
Arsenal at Paris, - - - - 

Heuree, printed by Foetre, fine copy of, in the Public Li- 
brary at Caen, .... 

HerodotvtiGr. 1602, v^MiM,folio,large paper copy in the 
Royal library at Paris, ... 

HiBTOKU B. M. ViRGiNis, MS., folio, xvth century, 
iu the Public Library at Paris, - - - 

"' ■ hloek book, folio, in the Royal 

Library at Paris, - - - - 

in the Public Li- 
brary at Stnttgart, - - . - i 

' ' in the Impuial 

Library at Vienna, - - - - i 
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Fol. Page. 
m^orim Jtigtul^ Ser^ftarei, 1476, io\w,P. de Lauagna, 
in the Pablic library at Strasbourg, - - U. 409 

jildiu, 1621, 8to., upok 

tbllt™, in the Hoy&l Library at Paris, - - !i. 147 

Hulorii of Bohemia, by Pope Pint II. 1476, id the Public 

Library at Auf^bourg, - - - in. 99 

HiBToins RoMAiNE, MS, xvth century, folio, 3 voli. 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 87 

Homeri Opera, Gr., 148S, folio, uncut, in the Royal 
Ubrary at Paris, - - - - ii. 129 

■ - ■ " ■ in the Imperial Ubrary 

atl^enna, ■ - - - . iii. 311 

n the Public -library 



at Nurembei^, - - Supplement, 

No date, Aldu*, 8to., upon tbUiUH, i 

the Royal Library at Paris, 

the library of Ste. GenerifeTe, 

1808, Bodani, folb, 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - . - 

- Batrachomyomachia, Gr. 4to., edit. prin. 



in the Imperial Library at Vienna, 
Mora B. M. Viiuiinib, MS., 8to., in the Royal Library 

atl^is, - - ■ - u. 74 

■ folio, belonging to Ann of Bbi- 
TANNT, with copper plate engraring of her portrut 
therefrom, in the Royal Library at Paris, - - ii. 79 

belonfflng to Pope Paul in. in 
the same Library, - - - - ii. 80 

■ ■' MS., xTth century, in the Royal 

Private library at Stnttgut, - - - iiL 37 

, —.—_-__■, 8vo., in the Emperor's 
prirate collection at Vienna, - - - ili. 386 

— ' Sti, Ludovici, MS., xiiith century, in the Li- 
brary of the Arsenal at Paris, - - - ii. 167 
- Gr. 1497, 12mo. printed by 



Aldui, in the Royal Library at Paris, . • ii. 103-H7 

' ■ - purchase of a copy from Mr. 

Stuger, at Munich, - - - - iii, IGi 
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Fel. Page. 
HoBATiiTB, M. S., zuth century in thd Mjtlk Monutery, ui. 268 
Edit. Prin. 4to., in the Public Librwy at 

Ai]f(8bourE, - - • - Hi. 96 
f^enet. 1494, 4to., purchased of Mr. Flscheim, 

Bt Munich, - - - - - iii, 164 

-■ — 1601, jfletu*, Sto., upon vblluk, in the 

Royal Idbrary at Paris, - - - ii. 146 

^^— — ^.— ^^— — DPON vRLLTiii, in the Public 

Library at Munich, - - - - iii. 143 

tlofloge de Sapience, Verard, 1493, folio, upon vblldh, 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - . . ii. 131 

HoRTDS Dbliciaroh, MS., xiith century, in the Public 

Library at StrasbourKt ... ii, 401 

HoKTULrs Anius, MS., xvth century, in the Imperial 

Library at ^^nDa, - • • - iii. 294 
1498, 12mo., in the King's Private 

library at Stuttgart, • - - iii. 38 
Rotarum, SfC, 1499, 8vo., in the Public Li- 
brary at Augsbourg, - - - iii. 101 
Huei, Demonilrat. Evang. 1690, (1679?) folio, unique 

copy in the Public Library at Caen, - - i, 21 1 

Hwm 6e Bourdeaux, four editions of, in the Library of 

the Arsenal at Paris, - - . -it. 163 



lioeratet, Gr., Aldut, 1534, folio, la^ paper copy in the 

Royal Ubrary at Paris, • - - ii. 148 

Printed M Milan, 1493, folio, - ii. 149 

Ja$on, Roman de, printed dy Canton, in the Royal Library 

at Paris, - - - - - ii. 103 
lame edUien, in the library of the 

Arsenal at Paris, • - - - ii. I6S 

^(UOfl,/>rtiUAfiy Cojrton, in the Imp. Lib. at Vienna, - Hi. 332 
lehan de Saintri, Bm^ont, no date, 4to., in the Library 

of the Arsenal at Paris, - - - ii. 166 

' Parit, Bon/bnt, no date, 4to., in the same col- 

, lection, - - - - • n. 16S 

Jbrokb, St., VtK, Mout, bt MiraciiBB db, MS., xTth 

century, in the PubUc Library of Stnt^rt, - Ui. 31 
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Vot. Page, 
leronim Epittolm, 1468, upon velldh, in tbe Imperial 

Uhnry at rienoa, - - - - iii. a04 
1470, 5. attd PanaarU, folio, in the Li- 
brary of Closteraeubiu^ Mcmasteiy, - - iiL 399 

■ ■-' in the Public Library at 
Nuremberg, - - Supplement, iiL 431 
1470, Schoeffher, in the Public Li- 
brary at Stnubourg, - - - - ii- 406 

I .1 in the Public Li- 
brary at Nuremberg, - Suj^lement, iii. 43i 
- Parma, 1480, folio, in the 



Public Library at Augebourg, 

Juepkug, Lat. 1490, folio, in the Library of the Monas- 
tery of St. Borian, - - . . i 

Galiki, 1492, folio, in the Imperial Library at 

Vieona, - - - - - i 

Jomrdam ie Slave, Pant, Chretien, no date, 4to., in the 
Library of the Araeoal at Paris, 

Jouvencel le, 1497, P'erard, folio, upon tellom, in the 
Imperial library at Vienna, - - - 1 

Juvenalii, folio, K de Spira, edit. prin. in the Public li- 
brary at Strasbourg, - . - 

— Uiric. Han. typ. grend. folio, in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna, - - . . i 

1474, folio, in the Public Library at Caen, - 

/. de Fieizmio, folio, in the Imperial library 

at Vienna, - - - . . 



Lactantn Itutilutimei, 1465, folio, in the Royal Library 
at Paris, . , . . . 



'I ' ' - '■ ■ — - in the Library of 

Ste. QeneTi^Te, - - - - ii. 172 

' in the Imperial li- 

brary at Vienna, - - - - iii. 305 

1470, S. and Pannariz, folio, in 

the Mazarine library at Paris, - - . - iL 192 

RiMoeh, 1476, UPON vellum, in 

the Imperial Library at ^^eiiaa, - - - iii. 30fi 
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yot. Page. 
Lancelot dit Lac, MS., xivth century, in the Boj^al 

Library at Paria, ii. 88, : another MS. of about the 

same period, in the aame Library, ii. 89-, another MS. 

in the same library, - - - - ii. 89 
1488, yerard, folio, in the Imperial 

Library (Prince Euf^ene's copy) at Vienna, . iii. 328 

■ 1494, yerard, folio, upon telldh, 

in the Royal Library at Paria, - - iii. 130 
1496, yerard, folio, upon telldh, 

in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - iti. 328 

Latcarw Gram. Grtec. 1476, 4U)., in the Royal Library 

at Paria, . - - - . - ii. 127 

Leqgs Batarica, MS., xiiith ceatory, in the Public 

Library at Landsbut, - - - iii. 179 

hegenda Aurea, (leu Sanctorum) Ital. Jenton, 1476, 

folio, in the Mazarine Library at Pane, . . ii. 191 
UPON VELLUH, In tbc Imperial Library 

at Vienna, - - - - iii. 324 

- 1476, Gering, folio, in the Public Li- 



brary at Caen, 
Lei Deux Amaiu, yerard, 1493, 4to., in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna, - - - - i 

LiBsR Oeneratiosib Ieb. Xti. MS. Tilth century i 

in the Royal Library al Paria, - . . 

Liber Modorum lignifieandi, 1480, 5/. Albatu, — in the 

Royal Library at Paris, ... 

Liber Moralital. Bibl. 1474, Uln>, folio — copy purchased 

of M. Bscheim, at Munich, - . . j 

Liber Pbecum, earn net. el cant. MS. peroel. in the 

Royal Library at Paris, ... 
MS. irth century, in the Public library 

at Munich, - - . . . i 

Liber Regum, leu Vita Daeidit — block book-—'m the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, - - - i 
Ljfe qf CkriMt, block book—m the Public library at 

Munich, - - - - . i 

lAtfleton'e Tenures, Letlmt, &c. folio-~in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna, - - - - i 
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fW. Page. 
hmvt, MS. xvtli ceDtorf — in the Imperial Library at 
'nenna, - - . - iii. 238 

1469, fbUo,— in tlie Royal Library at PariB, - iL 122 

— I in tlie Pablic library at Monich, - iii. 142 

1470, K (fe Spira, folio, dpoh vblldii, im the 

Royal Library at Parit, ■ - - ■ ii. 122 

' upon paper, in the aame U- 

bnry, - - - - - u. 122 

' ' ' in the Library of Closter- 

nenbn^ Monastery, - - - - iii. 397 

■ 1472, S. and Patut., folio, m the Royal library 

atParii, - - - - - ii. 123 

Lemiardi PMri Stntem. iMggetttfn), folio, in the li- 
brary of Cloatemenbiirg Monastery, • • iiL 399 
' l/Dtmmt, 1469, folio — in the Public Library at Monich, in. 142 
I 1476, folio. CDm commeDt. Omniboni — lathe 

PnbUc Library at Stuttgart, - - • iit 24 

Ziticifnii Opera, Gr. 1496, folio — fine copy, in the pos- 
Beuioo of M. Renouard, at Paris, - - ii. 230 

' ■ 1603, Aldui, folio — larp paper copy, 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - - - iL 161 

- OpMtc. Qtued. Lai. 1494— 4to. — upon 



TBLLDM, in the Imperial Library ai 

lAterethu, 1486, folio— in the Iting's Private CoUection 
at StnUgart, - ■ - - i 

. — . — Aldat, 1515, 8vo.— VFON telldm, (supposed 
to be unique) in the Royal Library at I^iris, 

Laehu Chriitianonim, Jeiuon, 4to. — in the Imperial Li- 
brary at Vieiina, - - - - i 

Luditlphut yita Chriiti i,EggeUeyn), 1474, fofio, in the 
Public Library at Nancy, ... 

' De Terra Sancla, &c. 4to. — ^iu die Imperial 

library at \^emia, - . - - : 



JUabriaa, 1626, 4to^^ the library of the Arsenal a 
Paria, . . - . 
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yei. Page. 

Mttguelone, La Beile, 1492, Trepperel, 4to.— in the Im- 
perial Library «t Vienna, - - - iiL 328 

Uaivt.depropriet.pritc.verh. \ATJ,tfs^a—B.^ Celormi 
— in the Public Library ttt Stngbonrg;, - - ii. 407 

Mammotrecha, Schoeffher, ]470~folio — upon vblluh, 

in the Imperial Library at Vtenna, • - tU. 317 

- - — in the Library 
of CloBtemeabui^ - - - - iii. 398 

H. ie H^it, 1470, foUo-^ the Pablie 

Library at LandBhnt, - - •iii. 181 

Mandbvillb, MS. OmiiM— in the PabBc Idbmry at 
Stuttgart, - • • - - iii. 32 

Manilhu, 1474, folio, — in the King's Prirwe labrary at 

Stuttgart, - < • • - iii. 39 

Mareo Polo, Gem. 1477> folio-^ the Imperial U- 
brary at Vienna, - - - -iii. 329 

Martilha Ficimu : In Dioagnum Areepagilam, no Date, 
folio, in the Library of Ste. OeneTifeTe,at Paris, • ih 176 

MartialU, 1476, folio — in the Library of a Capuchin 
Monastery, near ^^enna, - - - iii. 403 

^^^^— ^— ' Atdiu, 1502, Svo. two copies vpok tbi.- 
LVH, in the Royal Library at PariB, - - ii. 146 

Matni Tasonis EpitaiiAmion, MS. 4to. — in the Empe- 
ror's Private Library at Vienna, - - BL 38? 

Magtter of SenteiKe,C<uiton, folio— in the Imperial Li- 
brary at Vienna, - - - - iiL 3M 

Ueinart, St. Life of, bleei book : in the Public library 
at Munich, . - - - Hi. 137 

Mfelutma, Nulorie mm der, Germ, oo date, folio, in the 

King's Prirate Library at Stuttgart, - - iiL 41 

M^utine, P. Le Noir, 4to.^n the Library of the Arsenal, ii. 167 

Mlemoin of the Trafuactioitt of the Society of BelleM Let- 
tree, &c at Rotten, vol. L page 49, of a timiiar Society 
at Caen, . ■ - - - i. 18S 

ifeuer NoiUe Socio, Miterie de H Amante di, 1633, 4to. 
in the Library of the Arsenal at Pans, • - iL 159 

Meurin File d'Oger, Parte, Bon/bnt, 4to.'»4n the Ubrary 
of the Arsenal at Paris, - - - ii. IC7 
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iWUw tt Amft, ferard, no date, folio — nrati vslluh, 

ia the Royal Libnrj. at Puii, - - • u. 131 

'■ ■ RouM, 4ta.— 411 the Ubrar; of the Anenal 

■t ditto, - . - , - - • - iL 162 

Uiratilia Ur6u Roma, 6loei booi,~ia the Pablic U- 

bnrj at Monich, . - . - - - ilL 137 

MiBSAi,!, MS. xiTth century, in the Public Ldbntry at 

Stuttgart, - - - - - • iiL 30 

' ' xvth century, two in the PsbUc Library 

at Stuttgart, -- -- -. -. iii. 31 

■ ^■' — of Charles the Bold, xrth century— in 

the Imperial Library- at Vienna, with facsimile, . - iii. 292 

I xvth century, — in the Public I^rary at 

Munich, - - - .- - iii. 129 

8ro. — belon^^g to SigUmnnd, King 

ofPoland, in the Public Library at Londshnt, . - iiL 180 
Herbipvieme C1479), folio, hpon vblluh, in 

tiie Imperial Library, at ^enna, - -iiL 306 

-■■■■ ■ ■ - ■- — t^enel. 1488, folio, — upoh tbi,- 

LnH, in the Emperor'a Private Collection at Vienna, iU. 388 
Pn. Patau. Ecei. RHv, 1494, folio; in the 

Ubrary of« Capnclun MonoBtery, near Vienna, - iii. 403 

''■''' MotaraUemit, 16O0, folio— with the Breriary 

1602, hi the Ubrary of the Araenal at Paris, - u. 166 

I in the Library (rf 

Ste. Generi^re, ... . . . - u. 17S 

— - ■ in the Imperial li- 
brary at ^^enn■, - ' ■: iii. 305 

■ Paritieiue, 1522, folio — dpos vellum, in the 

library of the Arsenal at Paris, - - - iL 156 

Uiual of Henrs IF. xvitb century, in the Royal Library 

at Paris, • - - - - iL 81 

Mma Defimctorunt, Fientud, 1499, folio, in the Library 

of a Capuclun Monastery, near Menna, - - . • iiL 4)3 

Montaign^t Ettagt, 1636, folio, large paper, in the 

Library at-Caen, t - - - L 213 

Monte Sancio <ti Bio, 1477, folio, — in the Royal Library, 

at Paris, . - . - - . - ii. 134 
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Vol. Page. 
Monte Saneto A' Dh, 1477. folio, in the Imperial Ubnry 

at VleiiQa, - - - - - - iii. 324 

Mereri dei Nwmani, par I. A. Guial, MS. in tbe Pablk 

UbraryatCBcn, - - - . i. 209 

Margani la G^nt, 1650, 4to.^n the Idbrary of the 

Arsenal at 'Paxia, - - - - ii. 164 

Mori Tkoma Opera, e£t. Lovan, 1666, folios in the li- 
brary of the Lyc^e kt Bayeax,- - - - L 246 
Munrteri Cotmogri^hia, 1£66, folio, copy of, belonging 

to D. de Potctiera, in the Public Libnuy at Caen, - ii. 214 
Mureli Di^kha, laX. and Fr. chap baok. at Vlre, - L 286 

N. 
Nmceidoi Liier, 1618, folio ; copy of, wiUi nu. notes of 

Bochart, in the Public Library «t Caea^ - - i. 2)2 

-■- - ■ two copies of, one upon large 

paper, in the Public Library at Nancy, > - Ii. 362 

■ one, cpoN VRLLUU, in, the poa- 

Ees^on of Megan. Payne and Foh, - - ii. 362 

Nifdet Foiz du Mmde, Verard, no date,, folio — dpoh 

TELLUU, in the Royal Library at Faiit, - • ii. 133 

'■ — Printed by the flame, ufon 

TBLLUH, in the same library, - - - ii. 133 

Nef det Damei, Amoltet, h Lyon, 4to. — in the Library 

of the Anenal at PBris, . - ~ - ii. 160 < 

Niger P., contra perjidot Judami, 1476, foUo— in the 

King's Private Librai^ at Stuttgart, - - - iii. 41 

Nonittt Marcellut, 1471, folio,— in Che Imp^al Lit»«ry 

at Vienna, - - - - - iii. 318 

Nova Statuta, Maehlinia, in the Royal Library at Pkris, ii. 125 
Novtlet, poT de Maria Zagat, 1637i 4to.~^ the Library 

of the Arsenal at Puis, - - . ii. 160 

——^.<^M0rMM, 1624, 4to.iu the same Library, - ii. 160 

0. 
OrnoiDH B. M. Viroihis, MS., imh century, in the 

Emperor's private collectioa at VieDua, ~ - iii. 386 

- MS., xvith century, in the 



Public Library at Munich, 
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r<rf. Page. 
Offioicm B. H. ViRGnru, MS., in the Bsme Ubraiy, iii, 130 
Og^ U Dtmoit, 1S26, folio, ia the Ubrary of the 

Anenal it Fuii, - - - - ii. 162 - 

OmA' Operm Oautig, A»9gmdi, 1471, waitting two leaves, 

in the RoTal Library at Ptria, - - - Ii. 14 1 

• ' ■ Fatti, Ax»gwdi, in the Imperial Library at Vienna, iu. 312 

Opera Omnia, S. Md Paiwartg, 14/1, in the Im- 

peiial lAbnrj M Vienus, - - - iiL 312 

Epitioim et Fatti, foUo, in the «une coUectioo, ui. 312 

P, 
Parit et Fiemu, Parit, no date, 4to., In the Library of 

the Anenal at Parij, - - - u. ]fi4 

Pgafateueh, Hebr. 1491, folio, in the R<^ Library at 

Pim, - - - - - U. Ill 

Petnrcha SonetH, 1470, Prince Eugene's copy in th« 
Imperial LlbrSFy at Vienna, - - - iii. 326 

— — 1473, ZaroUu, folio, m the Imperial 
Library at Vienna, - - - - iii. 325 

.■ —— .,- , Jenton, 14/3, folio, in the Imperial 
library at Vienna, - - ■ - iii 325 

■ Comment. BentU, Belogn,, 1476, 
folio, two copies in the Imperial Ubrary at Vienna, oi 
which one belonged to Prince Enfeoe, - - iii. 325 

- Bolog-., 1476, folio, (Amguidi*} mth 



the comment of Ptiilelphus, in the Public Library a 
Stuttgart, - - - - 

' AlAi$, 1601, 8»o., UPON TEU-VH, i 

Royal library at Paris, 

1614, 9to., dk)n tbu-dh, L 



poeaeBdon of M. Renouard, bookseller, - - ii. 229 
1621, 12mo., in the King's Pri?ate 

Ubrary at Stuttgart, - - ■ iii. 41 

Sonetti cum Cammed. VeluteUi, 1546, 8to. iii. 41 

Hitt. Griteldit, Lai., 1473, folio, — Prince 

Eugene's copy in the Imperial library at ^^nna, • iiL 318 

* In the page referred to, I have conjectured it to be prinlcd 1^ 
Ulric Han or Reisinger. To these oames, I add the aboTC. 
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Phaiarit Epitt., 1471, 4to., in the Imperial library at 

Wtoxoi, - - - - - Ui. 318 

mrio Han, folio, in the same collection, iii, 319 

PHiiABTiUTirs, Lot., MS., xTth century in the Imperial 

library at Vieims, • - • . Ui. 29? 

Pierre de Prmettee el la beUe Maguehnne, 1490, 4to. 

in the Library of the Arsenal at Paris, - - ii. 166 

i^mdonu, Gr. 1502, AUi, ISmo., in the Library of the 

MonaBtery of St. Florian, - ' - - iii. 237 

Phatut, 1472, folio, edit prin. in the Mazarine library 

nt Paris, • - - - • ii. 192 

^-~—— 1622, jlldiu, 4to., Grolier'a copy, appareatly 

to7«p(9>«r, in the Royal Library at Paris, - ii. 148 

PStAu Senior, 1469, folio, one copy, upon tblldm, 

and another upon paper, in the Royal Library at Paris, ii. 120 
■ ' ' ■■ — in the Library of Ste, Gene- 

rifere, - - - - - ii. 174 



perial Library at Vienna, - - - i 

■ Jenton, 1472, folio, croM velldh, in the 



Royal Library at Paris, ... 

Jenton, 1472, folio, upon vblluh, in the 

Imperial library at ^^eDna, - - - i 

— " ■ — I ■'■ ■ ' upon paper, in the Li- 

brary of Closterouibui^g Monastery, - - i 

- Ital. 1476, Jemon, folio, upon telldh. 



in the Royal library at Paris, 
— II ■ ■ ■ upon paper, in 

the same collection, ... 

■ ■I.I I upon paper, in 

the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - - 

Plutarehi Hue ParaSelUt, Ital., folio, litt. R., in the 

Pnblic Library at Strasbourg. - - - 

— the same edition in the Mo- 

nastic library at Clostemeuburg, •■ • i 

Piutarcht Oputeula Moralia, Or,, 1509, Aldtu, upok 

TBLiinu, in the Royal Libiuy at Paris, 
P9et» Gneci Principe*, Gr., 1666, folio, large paper, 

De Thau's copy in the Royal Library at Paris, 
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To/. Page. 
PogH Faetlue, Mtmatt.&ueb., folio, in the Imperial lA- 

bntry M rienna. - - - ' - ■ - iU. 319 
ITul. Fhrent., 1476, folio, dpon vblidii and paper. 

in the Imperial library at Yienna, - - iii. 326 

PoLTBius, Gr. MS., sec. xYi., Diane do Poirtiera'i copy, 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - - ii. 9S 

Polgbvui Lot., S. and Pmmarte, 1473. Mo, io the Li< 

bntry of Cloatemenborg Monastery, - - IH. 3&& 

AuiTlK Book of Ghuu.bs the Baij>, HI- MS. 4to, in 

the Royal Ubrary at Paris, - - . ii. 67 

PrhcianM, 1470, F. de Spira, foUo, upoir TiLLm, in 

the Royal Library at Paris. - - - U. 139 

^._-— ^^--^^-^^-^^~ in the Imperial \A- 

brary at Vienna, - - - - iii. 319 

' Ulric Ha», folio— in the Imperial library at 



Vienna, - - - - - iii. 319 

, Mdut, 1627, 8ro., QroUer's copy, upon lai^e 
paper, in the Royal Library at Paris, - - u. 148 

, Printed iy y. de Spira, dpon tblluh , in the 
Ubnu7 of Ste. GenevifeTe. - - - iL 176 

I^LTBRiCM, MS., ixth century, of Charles the Bald) in 
the Public Library at Paris ; - - - ii, 66 

, Sti. Iiudorici, xiiith century, in the 
same library, - - - . ii. 6B 

— > xith century, in the Public Ubrary 



It Stnt^art, - - - - iii. 27 

, xiiUi cenmry, in the same Collection, iii. 28 



uith century, in the Royal Private 



Library at Stutt)^, 

■ ' ', ziith century, in the Public Library 
at Munich," - ' - - - Iii. 125 

■ ', irith most splendid illuminations, of 
the XTith centory, in thesame library - - iii. 133' 

■ ■'■ , St. Austin, xrth century, in the 
Public Library at Stuttgart, - - - iii. 33 

■■ Latine, 1467, Futt and Sehoeffher, folio, in 
the-Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 104 

— '■ ■■ ■■■ ■ ■ " , in the Imperial Library 

at Vienna, - - ■ • ' • iii. 306 
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Ptalterium Lalme, 1469, folio-ln tbe KojtX library at 

Paris, • - . . - ii. lOS 
, 1490, folio, Sch^>effheT, 

UPON TBiiLUH, in the Royal Ubraiy at Paris, - ii. 105 
, 1602, folio, Sehoefher, 



, nPOK txlluk. Printed 

bjf Schoefher'i Son, 1516, folio, - - 

, without date~-iD the Im- 



peri&l Idbrary at Vieana, - - - i 
, Z^. 1486, 4to.— in the Pablic library at 

Landahut, - - - - - i 

ProLBiLsus, Lai. MS. folio— in the Royal Idbmry at 

Rwis, . . , . - 

>' ' ■ ' MS. folio, in Ae Public Idbrary at 

, 1462, folio, in the Public Library at 

Munich, - • - - . i 

■■'■'■■ , in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - - , - - - i 

, Printed bg BueMnci, 1478, folio, in the 

Imperial Library at Vienna, - . . 1 

Q 

Quiidiliaruu, I. 4e lAgnam. 1470, folio, in the Library of 
Ste. OenevifcTe, at Puis, - - - 

", 1471, Jenion, folio, in the Public Library 
at Nuremberg, - - Supplement, i 



RatdtJl, apedmens of the types from his press, in the 

Public Idbrary at Munich, - . . ] 

Reeueil det Hittotret de Troge, printed bg Caxten, in the 

Royal Library at Faria, - - - 

printed bg ferard, »pon 

TXI.I.DH, in the same library, 
Segnart, lei, §v. Verard, 4to. Prince Eugene't copy in 

tiie Imperial Library at Vienna, - - - i 

Regvla, Cot^end. peccata tua. ftal., 1473, 4to., in the 

Imperial Library at Vienna, - . - . 
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rbl. Page. 
R^erlorim» SltUul. Ord. Cartk. 1510, folio, in tlie Pub> 

lie Library at Cmu, - ~ - - L 302 

Richard taiu Peur, Janoi, tu date, 4to., in the Library 
of the ArsODal at Paria, - - - iL 1&8 

BonfoM, no dale, 4to., in tbe ume 

library, - • - - - U. 15S 

Bobrrt !e Dtable, Janoi, no date, 4to., in the library of 

the Aneaal at Fuia, - - - iL 158 

RomoMcet, MS., in the Royal Library at Puis, - U. 88 

, printed, in the game library, - - ii. 131 

— ■. . — . I , in the Public Library at Straabonrg, ii. 40? 

n the Public Library at Mtmicb, 



; 1584, folio, in the Public Library at Caen, - 

RoBK, Roman ok la, MS. xivth century, in the Royal 

library at Paris, - - - - 

—■ - MS. xivlb century, in the Public 

Library M Stuttgart, - - - - ] 

- Verard, no date, ufon vklluh, in 



the Royal Library at Paris, 

AWwi <>pt(( elegaiu, Sfc, Pj/iuen, 1523, 4to., the aaUior'a 

copy, afterwards that of Sir Tbomaa More, in the 

Public library at Landshut, - - - 



SACRAiUNTAKiru, SBU MissA Pop. Greg., MS., vitb 
century, in the Imperial Library at AHenna, - i 

Sanehez de Matrim. Sacram., copy in the chapter Library 
at Bayeux, i. 244, in the Library of the Lyc^ at 
Bayeux, , . . . . 

Sannazarii Arcadia, 1514, Aldue, Svo., Orolier*B copy, on 
large paper, in the Royal Library at Paris, 

Sannatarau deparlu Firginit, Aldi, 1527, ISmo. in the 
King's Private Library at Stuttgart, - - i 

ScKAKZABSL, DEn, MS. 1400 or 1450, in the Public 
library at Stuttgart, - - - i 

S^guin, Hittore MUiSaire dee Bocaitu, quoted, i. 300, 
301, 302, lur Phielmre de Findutlrie du Socage en gi- 
itirml, et dela eille de Fire ta a^tale en particuliire, 
1810, 8to., - . - - - 
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rol. Page. 
Serviiu in Flrg^um, see Firg&iai. 
S/onsiada La, -I486, foUo, upon tbllvk, Id the Rojtl 

Library 4t Puis, - > - - H.' 134 

Shgppe ofHx^, IM9, Svo.prhUdbg W. fForde, vemi 

■nvLvn, \a the Royftl Ubnr; at I^ria, - - ii. 103 

SiBn,s, &c., M9., XTth centtUT, iA die PabBc Ubnry 

el Munich, . - - . iU. 127 

Siiiu* Italicvt, taeer, 1471> 6tlh, in the Mazkrine I^ 
bhiryatParij, - . - - ii. 193 

I — •- Jn the Imperial library 

at Vienna, - - - - iu. 313 

- S. and Patmartz, 1471, folio, in the Id\> 



peiial Library at AHenna, 

-*— ' — ' , in the Foblic Ubnry at 

Stuttgart, - . - - ■ • i 

-^^— ^— in the Imperial lAbraij 



at Vienna, - 
Spec. Hum. Salv. 1476, folio, primUd by Skhel, in the 

Public Libror; at Strasbourg, - - • ii. 407 
i^ec. MoT^e P. Bellovaceiuu, 1476, folio, - - ii 405 
Judiciale Dunmdut, Printed by Hauneiand Re- 

kmfaub, 1473, folio, - - ~ . ii. 406 

Speculum Slukontm, no date, 4to., in the PubUc Idbrary 

atOaen, - . - - - i. 211 

Slalia* mtuum Deiphini, 4tQ; tmo copiea,in the library 

oftbe Arsenal at Paris, - - - ii. 15S 

— ^^— — beaoHfitl copy in the Library of Chrema- 

minito' monastery, - - - - iii, 222 

Slatutei of Richard III. MaehHaia, in the the Royal Ii- 

bnu7 at Paris, • - - - iL 124 

^^-— — ^-— ^^^^^^ in the King's Private 

library at Stuttgart, - - - - iu. 41 

StepkQi^, H. Glou. GrtBc. 1573, &c., folio— «uin notii 

mm: SofAor/i', copy of, in the Public Library at Caen, i. 211 
Sucecnoi y Prodigoi de Amor, 1626, 4to., in the library 

of the Arsenal at Paris, - - - ii. 161 

Suetonius I. de Ligvamine, 1470, folio — in the Library 

of Ste. GeoeTifere, at Paris, - - - IL 176 
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rol. Page. 

Stutmnu S. and Pamarti, 1470, folio-^ the Imperial 
Idbnry at Vienna, - . . • iii. 313 

y«wmi, 1471, 4to.,— in the same coUectiqD, iii. 313 

■ ■ IMmigw, Ato.,—viUhmH date, in llie private 
rofal collection at Stattgut, - - - iii. 39 

Siddat, (Jr., 1499, folio— Lunbednc's copy, in the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, . - . - - iii. 314 

■ 1503, folio, ^(rf«#— large paper copy, in the 

Royal Libnuy at Paris, - - - ii. 151 

Sj/pperti de Finevaula, Pari*, no date, 4to.— in die Li- 
brary of the Arsemd at Paris, - - - ii. 1&9 



Taeiiut, I. de Sjrira, folio, edit. prin. in the Pd»lic Li- 
brary at Stuttgart, - - - - . iii. 24 
I , in the Imperial Ubnry at Vienna, - - iii. 314 
Tatio, Gervialemme Conquiilala, tlie author's autograph - 

— Jn the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - iiL 300 

Terentiiu, Mentelm, folio— in the Imperial Library at 
\^enna, - - - - - iii. 314 

, Ulrie Han, folio — m the Royal Library at 
Paris, - - - - - ii. 136 

, Reitinger, folio — in tlie Public Library at 
Stuttgart, ■ - - - - - iii. 23 

Teeiamentum Novum, Hollandici el Rati., 1717, folio, 
in the Royal Library at PariB, - . - - iL 110 

— , Bokemice, Sec. jtv- in the Impe- 

rial Library at Vienna, - - - - iii. 30? 

— , Grteci Eratmi, in the King's Ri- 



Tate Idbrary at Stuttgart, 
, R. Slephani, 1550, folio 

— Diane de Poictiers't copy — in the Royal Library 

at Paris, - - - - • 

TeierdancAi*, 1G17, foUo— upon txlluh, in the labrary 

of Ste. GenevifeTe, at Pwig, - - - 
1 two copies 

of, in the Public Library at Munich, - - i 
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r<rf. Page. 

T^tmlanehk*, 1617. folio, upon vblldh, two copiei 
of, in the Imperial Library at Vietma, - iii. 329 

■ ■ I , in the Library of the Monas- 

tery of St. Rorian, - - - " - ui. 238 

Theophraitut, 1497, Gr. Aida*, — Diane de Poictiert'a 
copy, InthepOBsesBionofM. Renouard at ParU, - ii. 231 

Thuct/dide, Goormmt, folio, Ferard—vros tbllvm, in 
the Imperial library at Vienna — Prince Eugene'a copy, Hi. 330 

TiTK Live, MS, foUo — in the Royal Library at Paris, ii. 86 

Tllyreil and P/arlzhal, 1477, folio — in the Public Li- 
brary at Landahut, - - - iii. 181 

■ in the Library of 

the Monastery of St. Florian, - - - iii. 236 

ToiriiitAHENTS, Book of, MS. xvth century— in the 

Hoyal Library at Paris, - . - - ii. 96 

'■ — ■■'- duplicate and more re- 
cent copy of, - - - - ii. 99 

TVacb, Printed by Pfister, at Bamberg, folio, - - u. Ill 

TyeiUoad, ParU, 4to. — in the Library of the Arsenal at 
Itois, - . - - - ii. 167 

THiaTAM, MS. xiTth century, in the Royal Library M 
I^B, - - - . - ii. 91 

■-■ , another MS. in tbe same 

, another MS. in the aome 

Collection, - - - - iii. 300 

Trittran, Ferard, folio — in the Imperial library at 

Vienna, - - . - - iii. 330 

Trilhemi Annak» Htrtaugieyuei, 1690, folio— in the 

Library of the Monastery of Cbremsminiter, - iii. 227 

— . — '■ , in the Library 

of a Capuchin Monastery, near ^^lenoa, - - iii. 403 

Trogifilt de Roy*, Paris, no date, 4to.-^ the Library 

of the Arsenal, - - • . ii. 164 



■ ' ■'■ , a third MS. in the sun 
Gait. Sec. xiii.. in the Imperial library i 
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Fol. Page. 
1\Mgi^0id^gt, CAVtM-inthe Rofal Ubrary at Paru, li. 124 
Tmrecremata I. d« MedUatione*, VlHo Han, 1467. foUo 
—in the Imperial Idbmy At Vienna, - - .MJ- 320 

in the Riblic Libnuy at Nurembei^, SuppiemeiU, m, 430 

— , 1473, in 

the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - - Ui. 307 



Vaueritjs Haxutob, MS. xvth century— in the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, . - . 
I Mgnteiin, fclio — two copiea in the 
Public Library at Stroabonr);, - - - 
— ■ ■■ . ■ ' ' ■ I in the 
.Imperial Library at Vienna, . - . 

■ L J. in tlie 

Rojal Library at Stut^fart, - - - 

- 147S, Oe* er '^'•'•> folio— in 



the Public Library at Caen, 

-^- Aldut, 1634, 8to. GroUer'a 

copy, on larf^ paper, in the Royal Library at P&cia, ii. 148 
fVturiat De Re MUitari, 1472, folio — in the Imperial 

Library (Prince Sugene'i copy) at Vienna, .- - liL 321 
Fnudeeiret.Banelin.VSU, - • . - i. 212-289 

fie Aw P«-«, 1494, folio, at Caen, - - i. 208 

ywgiliui, S. <f Pamiartx, (1469) folio— ui the Boyal Li- 
brary at Pwis, - - - - ii. 116 . 

II .1 I ■ — .—,— in the Public Library at 
Strasbourg— incomplete, - - - ii. . 408 . 

■ ' ' ■ ' in the Imperial Library , 

■ at Fienna, - - , - - iii. 314 . 

— — 1470, y, deSpka, upon vblluh, in the Royal 
Ubrary at Paris, - - - - ii. 117 

■ ■' upon p^er, in the Royal li- 
brary at Parie, - - - . - . ii, . 11? 
-in the Imperiallobnry ai 



Tienna, . - - - - iu. 314 

^ ■ 1471, 5. and Panaartu, folio— in the Royal 

Ubrary at Paris, - - . - iii. 1 18 
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Fot Page. 
Firgilitu, 1471, S. and Pannarts, late in the Public 

Librarj «t Stuttgart, - - . ■. iit 23 

1471. F. de S^ra, folio— in the Imperial 

Ubrary at Vienna, - - - - iii. 316 
1471, Adam, folio-^ate in the Public U- 

brary at Stuttgart, - - - - iu. .23 
Serviat in Vtrgilhim. Utric Haa, folio — ^IHane 

de Poictiers's copy, in the Mazarine Library at Paris, iL 191 
Vatdarfer. 1471. folio— 

in the PublicLibrary at Strasbourg, • - ii. 408 
1478, Geritig, 4to., in the Hoyal li- 
brary at PariB, - . . - il. 119 
Aidut, 1601, Svo.^upON TKLLrM, in the 

Public Library at Munich, ■ - • iii. 14fi 

' 1606,8?o.— iniheposKBuonofM. Re- 

nonard, bookaeller, - - - . iL 230 
S. and Pamartz, (1469) folio-^ the library 

of Ste. Genevifeve, - - - - ii, 174 

~ Gattki, 15S2, folia— in the Public Library at 



Vixa Sanctohum, MS. Sec xii.— in the PubUc library 

at Stuttgart, - - - - iii. 29 

FUrmmu Ghrnta, 1613, Sto^^hpon VBUitm, in the I^ 
brary of Ste. Generifeve at Paria, - • ii. 178 

Vocabulariuj, Bechtermuntze, 1467, 4to. - - ii- 115 
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Uliw, T. de, Sermonet, printed bg Gerin^—in the Public 
library at \ire, - - - - i. 297 



WiLLunooDi Sti. Vita. Auct. Alouimo. MS. xith 
century, in the FliTate Boy«l Library M Stuttgart, 
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